
 



 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

ORDER OF WORSHIP SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 

into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 

Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 

worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 

worship this month. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 
 

 To participate in worship from your vehicle “drive-in style,” park along the curb 

and tune your radio to 101.7 FM. 

 In the interests of safety, all those attending in the park or indoors are asked to 

wear masks covering mouth and nose, at all times regardless of vaccination status. 

Caring for the most vulnerable among us is part of our calling. 

 If you need a mask, one is available at the Welcome Desk at the front doors of St. 

Paul’s.  

 Please make an effort to maintain space between your family or group and others. 

 Pets must be under the direct control of a responsible person at all times. 

 Offering bins will be available for you to drop off any donations. Please see the 

ushers. We will not pass offering plates among the seats. You may also donate 

anytime at stpaulsk.org/giving. 

 Restrooms are available inside St. Paul’s. An accessible family restroom with 

changing table is located past the church office and down the hall. 

 Prayer requests may be submitted at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

 Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  

 We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service each Sunday. 

 Nursery care for children age 2 and younger is available today inside in the 

Nursery. There is no Sunday School today; Sunday School will return next week 

during the 10:30 worship hour. Please see the Announcements section for more 

details. 

 If you need assistance, please ask our leaders, volunteers, or ushers. 

 St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 

Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 

 



 Gathering for Worship 
 (* Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Call to Worship  

 Leader:  Here in this space we wear our hearts on our sleeves. 

 People: There is no use in filters or walls. This space is an authentic space. 

 L:  This space is a brave space, 

P:  For when it comes to God, we are always invited  

  to bring our full selves into the room. 

L: So come into this space with your hurt and your joy,  

  your prayers and your dreams. 

P:  All of God’s children are welcome here. Let us worship Holy God. 
 

Hymn Church in the Wildwood William S. Pitts 

 St. Paul’s Bluegrass Ensemble and Congregation 
 

There’s a church in the valley by the wildwood, no lovelier spot in the dale; 

no place is so dear to my childhood as the little brown church in the vale. 
 

Refrain: Oh, come, come, come, come… Come to the church in the wildwood, 

oh, come to the church in the vale, no spot is so dear to my childhood as the 

little brown church in the vale. 
 

Oh come to the church in the wildwood, to the trees where the wildflowers 

bloom; where the parting hymn will be chanted we will weep by the side of 

the tomb. (Refrain) 
 

How sweet on a clear Sabbath morning, to list to the clear ringing bell; its 

tones so sweetly are calling, oh come to the church in the vale. (Refrain) 
 

From the church in the valley by the wildwood when day fades away into 

night, I would fain from this spot of my childhood wing my way to the 

mansions of light. (Refrain) 
 

Opening Prayer  



Holy God, today we will read stories of those who have known hurt- 

people who have carried shame, who have lived with grief and chronic 

illness, who have felt alone and ignored, who have seen the depths of 

suffering. As we listen, we will be reminded of the hurt we have carried 

during these fragile days- memories and regrets co-mingling in our chests. 

And as we listen , we will be reminded that our neighbors, our siblings in 

faith, also come to this space carrying burdens. So dust off our ears and 

stretch open the canvases of our hearts so that in our pain, we might lean 

into one another as we lean into you. Pull us close. We are listening. 

Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 Proclamation of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading Mark 5:1-5, 21-23, 25-26 (NRSV) 

 1They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 
2And when he had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs 

with an unclean spirit met him. 3He lived among the tombs; and no one could 

restrain him any more, even with a chain; 4for he had often been restrained 

with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles 

he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him. 5Night and day 

among the tombs and on the mountains he was always howling and bruising 

himself with stones.  

 21When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd 

gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 22Then one of the leaders of the 



synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and 

begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and 

lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” 

 25Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for 

twelve years. 26She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent 

all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 
 

Scripture Reading 1 Samuel 1:12-14 (NRSV) 

 12As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 
13Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not 

heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14So Eli said to her, “How long will 

you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn  Down to the River to Pray arr. Sheldon Curry 
 St. Paul’s Bluegrass Ensemble  

 The congregation is invited to join in singing the chorus as indicated in bold. 
 

As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good old way and who 

shall wear the starry crown. Good Lord, show me the way. Oh sisters, let’s go 

down, let’s go down, come on down, O sisters, let’s go down, down to the river to 

pray. 
 

All: As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ way and 

who shall wear the robe and crown. Good Lord, show me the way. 
 

O brothers, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down. Come on brother’s let’s 

go down, down to the river to pray. 
 

All: As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ way and 

who shall wear the starry crown. Good Lord, show me the way. 
 

O fathers, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down. O fathers let’s go down, 

down to the river to pray. 
 



All: As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ way and 

who shall wear the robe and crown. Good Lord, show me the way. 
 

O mothers, let’s go down, come on down, don’t ya wanna go down. Come on 

mothers, let’s go down, down to the river to pray. 
 

All: As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ way and 

who shall wear the starry crown. Good Lord, show me the way. 
 

O sinners, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down. O sinners, let’s go down, 

down to the river to pray. As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that 

good old way and who shall wear the starry crown. Good Lord, show me the way. 

 

Sermon I’ve Been Meaning to Ask… Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 

 Where does it hurt? 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Offertory Washed in the Blood Elisha A. Hoffman 

 St. Paul’s Bluegrass Ensemble 
There are many ways we can express our gratitude for God’s presence in our lives. Sharing our time, 

talents, and gifts are a part of our giving with joy. Though we will not pass the offering plates among 

the seats, bins are available near the ushers. Please visit stpaulsk.org/giving for giving at any time. 
 

Refrain: Are you washed in the blood, in the soul-cleansing blood of the Lamb? 

Are your garments spotless?  Are they white as snow? Are you washed in the 

blood of the Lamb? 
 

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing pow’r? Are you washed in the blood of 

the Lamb? Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? Are you washed in the 

blood of the Lamb? (Refrain) 
 

Are you walking daily by the Savior’s side? Are you washed in the blood of the 

Lamb? Do you rest each moment in the Crucified? Are you washed in the blood 

of the Lamb? (Refrain) 
 

When the bride-groom cometh will your robes be white? Are you washed in the 

blood of the Lamb? Will your soul be ready for the mansion bright, And be 

washed in the blood of the Lamb? (Refrain) 
 



Lay aside the garments that are stained with sin, And be washed in the blood of 

the Lamb. There’s a fountain flowing for the soul unclean, Oh be washed in the 

blood of the Lamb! (Refrain.) 

 

Hymn Doxology OLD 100TH 

 St. Paul’s Bluegrass Ensemble and Congregation 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 

 

Blessing of the Pets 

The animals of God's creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea. 

They share in the fortunes of human existence 

and have a part in human life. 

God, who confers gifts on all living things, 

has often used the service of animals 

or made them reminders of the gifts of salvation. 

Animals were saved from the flood 

and afterwards made a part of the covenant with Noah. (Genesis 9:9–10) 

The paschal lamb recalls the passover sacrifice 

and the deliverance from slavery in Egypt. (Exodus 12:3–14) 

A giant fish saved Jonah; (Jonah 2:1–10) 

ravens brought bread to Elijah; (1 Kings17:6) 

animals were included in the repentance of Nineveh; (Jonah 3:7) 

and animals share in Christ's redemption of all God's creation. 

We, therefore, invoke God's blessing on these animals. 

As we do so, let us praise the Creator 

and thank God for setting us as stewards 

over all the creatures of the earth.  
 

 

Anthem A Place In the Choir 
 St. Paul’s Bluegrass Ensemble 
 



Refrain: All God’s critters got a place in the choir. Some sing low and some sing 

higher, some sing out loud on a telephone wire. Some just clap their hands or 

paws or anything they’ve got. 
 

Listen to the top where the little bird sings and the melodies and the high notes 

risin’ and the hoot owl cries over everything and the blackbird disagrees.  Singing 

in the night time, singing in the day, when the little duck quacks and he’s on his 

way, and the otter hasn’t got much anything to say, and porcupine talks to 

himself. (Refrain) 
 

Dogs and cats, they take up the middle where the honeybee hums and the cricket 

fiddles. The donkey brays and the pony neighs and the old gray badger sighs. 

Listen to the bass, it’s the one in the bottom, where the bullfrog croaks and the 

hippopotamus moans and groans with a big to-do, and the old cow just goes moo. 

(Refrain) 
 

It’s a simple song, a little song everywhere by the ox and the fox and grizzly bear, 

the dopey alligator and the hawk above, the sly old weasel and the turtle dove. 

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing: Alleluia, 

alleluia, alleluia! (Refrain, repeat) 
 

 Sending Forth 
 

Hymn I’ll Fly Away 
 St. Paul’s Bluegrass Ensemble and Congregation 
 

Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away, 

To a home on God’s celestial shore. I’ll fly away. 
 

Refrain: I’ll fly away, oh glory, I’ll fly away (in the morning), 

When I die, Hallelujah by and by, I’ll fly away. 
 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I’ll fly away; 

Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I’ll fly away. (Refrain)  
 

Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away. 

To a land where joy shall never end.  I’ll fly away. (Refrain) 
 

Benediction and Dismissal  Rev. Dr. Pat Allen 
 



You are invited to greet your neighbors with signs of fellowship. Please be mindful of those 

who prefer to maintain some distance. 
 

  
 

 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 

 9:00 and 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary 

 Great Day of Service 

 Mark 8:1-10 

 Exodus 16:4-8 

 Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, preaching 
 

  
 

 ST. PAUL’S BLUEGRASS ENSEMBLE 

 SINGERS 

 Soprano: Beth Pierce, Therese Walden, Christina Griffin 

 Alto: Melanie Modlin, Elizabeth Bezilla 

 Tenor: William Coffey, Jeremy Crawford 

 Bass: Scott Weikert 
 

 BAND 

 James Woods, Keyboard 

 John Grossman, Bass 

 Danny Villanueva, Drums 

 Larry France, Jr., Guitar 

 Ira Gitlin, Banjo 

 James Queen, Fiddle 
 

 THE GARRETT FUND 

Worship music today is made possible in part through the Anne and Gene 

Garrett Memorial Music Fund, named in loving memory of generous donors 

and life-long music supporters whose legacy provides St. Paul’s UMC with the 

ongoing gift of music. 
   



 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through  

 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

The Church in the Wildwood, by William S. Pitts. Public domain. 
 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer: Rev. Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LLC. Prayer and 

Prayer for Illumination, sanctifiedart.org. Used by permission. 
 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Down to the River to Pray. Words & Music: Traditional, arranged by Sheldon Curry. Copyright 

2002, Hal Leonard Corporation (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC). Streamed by permission under 

CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 
 

(Are You) Washed in the Blood. Words & Music: Elisha Albright Hoffman. Public domain. 
 

 

Doxology: Old 100th. Words: Thomas Ken (1674). Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551). Public 

domain. 
 

Pet Blessing: from the UMC resources, umcdiscipleship.org. Used by permission.  
 

A Place in the Choir. Words & Music by Bill Staines, arr. Brad Henderson. Copyright 2011 

Celtic Thunder Ltd. Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights 

reserved. 
 

I’ll Fly Away. Words & Music: Albert E. Brumley, copyright 1932 Hartford Music Company. 

Renewed 1960 Albert E. Brumley and Sons (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC). Streamed by 

permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 

 

 
   



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Great Day of Service – Sign up today! The Great Day of Service brings together St. 

Paul’s members and friends of all ages to serve in our community. The Great Day of 

Service will be October 3 but a number of activities allow for self-paced participation 

throughout the week. To participate, check out the list of projects below, then go to 

stpaulsk.org/service/justice-and-compassion to read more and sign up yourself and family 

or friends. The coordinator for each project will provide details to those who sign up! 

 Card Ministry (coordinator: Meg Baker) 

 Park/Trail Clean-Up (coordinator: Beth Pierce) 

 UMCOR Hygiene Kits (coordinator: Marge Higgins) 

 Hunger Ministry (coordinator: Dawn Ely) 

 Interfaith Works Fill-the-Van (coordinator: Rich Higgins) 
 

Sunday School & Nursery Today – Children will be in worship in the park with their 

families this week to enjoy Bluegrass Music and the Blessing of the Pets, Sept. 26, and 

Sunday School will not meet this day. Children age 2 and younger are welcome inside 

in the Nursery for child care; walk-ins will be accommodated as our child-to-caregiver 

ratios allow. We will resume classes for children age 2 through Grade 5 during the 

10:30 worship hour next week. Register at stpaulsk.org/community/children. 
 

SPY – Middle School (grades 6-8) meets 4:30-6:00 PM; High School (grades 9-12) meets 7:00-

8:30 PM. SPY is open to all friends of St. Paul’s! Wear your mask and bring your water 

bottle, and get ready to have fun! For SPY events, enter the Multi-Purpose Room 

through the door on Fawcett Street at the back of the Fellowship Hall. High School 

SPYs should save the date for “Restart?” - our fall retreat at Manidokan in the hills 

near Harper’s Ferry, November 5-7. Want more info? Contact Micah Smartt at 

msmartt@stpaulsk.org or visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

BWC News – On Wednesday, Sept. 29, Bishop Easterling will hold a “listening day” 

in the Washington Region with sessions at 2:00 and 7:00 PM. This event will now be 

entirely online. Registration is required – the link provided by the district is included 

in the Weekly News email from St. Paul’s available at 

https://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news. All are welcome to attend this time of 

worship, presentation, and Q&A. 
 



 

UMW Reading Group – Oct. 4, 7:00 PM by Zoom. All women are welcome at the 

UMW reading group discussion of Women Rise Up: Sacred Stories of Resistance for 

Today’s Revolution by Katey Zeh. The book examines the stories of biblical women and 

how their witness can inspire us to be more resilient, compassionate, and active in the 

face of injustice. Contact Cathy Knepper (cathydknepper@gmail.com) with questions. 

Zoom info: meeting ID 767 4458 5299, passcode t4G0mp. 
 

SPRC Appreciation Fund – In celebration of Pastor Kate’s ordination this coming 

October, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee is welcoming financial contributions to 

the Staff-Parish Appreciation Fund, which will be used to purchase a gift on behalf of 

the congregation. If you are moved to contribute, please make checks out to “St. Paul's 

UMC” and write “staff appreciation fund” in the memo. Donations may also be made 

online by credit card using the “Additional Contribution Options” section at 

stpaulsk.org/giving and entering “staff appreciation fund” in the line for the designated 

fund or cause. 
 

Still Wednesday – in person Wednesdays weather-permitting, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are 

welcome! Bring your own chair to the Memorial Garden (between the church parking 

lot and the Sanctuary) or borrow a folding chair from the church. Masks will be 

optional while we are outdoors and able to maintain some distance. The exact format 

changes week to week, but typically offers a time of prayer in the form of poetry, 

scripture, music, or art, with 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer and a chance to 

reflect privately or share. In the event of poor weather, we will use Zoom. To be sure 

whether we’re meeting in-person or by Zoom only, call or text Kenzie Raulin at 301-

237-1520. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Hunger Ministry – We’re now offering monthly in-person grocery distributions! The 

next distribution will be October 11. We are adapting and learning as we try new 

things, but are so pleased to be back in-person. You can help St. Paul’s signature 

outreach ministry by donating items on our shopping list at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-

ministry. Financial contributions are also welcome and allow us to buy bulk food and 

grocery store cards; donate at stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made out to St. Paul's 

UMC with "Hunger Ministry" on the memo line. Volunteers are welcome! Email 

Dawn Ely at hunger@stpaulsk.org to get involved. 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 



Fall Sunday School – Register at stpaulsk.org/community/children. Walk-ins will be 

accepted as our teacher-to-student ratios allow. Most Sundays, students in grades 3-5 

meet in the Parlor; younger students meet in Room 200. 
 

Adult Study: Mere Christianity – Wednesdays, 4:00 PM. Our Wednesday Study Group 

continues through September with a special series inspired by the topics from C.S. 

Lewis’s classic book Mere Christianity. To participate on an ongoing or occasional 

basis, please visit stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education and sign up to receive the 

Zoom invitation. 
 

Saturday Bible Study – Saturdays, 11:00 AM-12:00 noon. Topics vary each week; open 

to all on a regular or drop-in basis via Zoom. Go to stpaulsk.org/community/adult-

education to see each week’s featured subject and to sign up. 

 

Daily Breath Schedule – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are 

designed to help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of 

sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit 

facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Yarn Ministry – All crafters welcome! After many months on Zoom, we are now 

meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s, 7:00-8:30 PM on the following dates: 

Sept 27, Oct 11 & 25, Nov 8 & 22, Dec 13 & 27. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen 

Codner (kdc811@gmail.com) with any questions. 

 

Lydia Circle – All ladies interested in the Lydia Circle should contact Susan Schwarz 

(susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. In-person 

meetings will usually be on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM, but plans 

may change! 
 

Maloney Family Meal Train – Support Pat & Lesley Maloney in welcoming daughter 

Campbell Clare Thomas Maloney by dropping off a meal for their whole crew. 

https://mealtrain.com/yewgyk 
 

UMM Updates – The United Methodist Men will hold an Apple Sale later this season, 

with an online ordering option available. Due to covid, the UMM decided they will 

not have a Fall Yard Sale this year and Pancake Breakfasts are currently on hold.  
 



Cards and Care – Visit the Welcome Desk to drop off unused cards, or to pick up pre-

addressed pre-stamped cards to send to members and friends. You can also find a 

copy of the full Congregational Care list. 

 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 

prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 

ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 

Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Planning Meetings & Events – Ministries and groups are invited to submit plans for 

in-person events or activities! Visit stpaulsk.org/connection-during-covid19 to see how to 

prepare and submit a plan or contact the church office with questions.  
 

Renovation Update – We are still awaiting final approval from the Montgomery 

County Dept. of Permitting Services. When we break ground, work will mainly 

impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

Annual Conference Moves Online – The BWC annual conference, Oct. 25-27, has 

moved to a virtual experience. To learn about online proceedings, visit. 

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2021-annual-conference/ or email AC2021@bwcumc.org. 
 

Re-Entry Protocols for Worship – Please review the worship protocols listed in the 

front page of this bulletin. The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to 

follow the news and makes every effort to identify the best practices that will let us 

engage in work and worship as safely as possible. 
 

Fall Office Hours and Protocols for Work – Office hours Sept. 1 –Dec. 31, 2021 will be 

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday- Thursday. Church offices are closed Fridays & 

Saturdays. To see specific individuals, appointments are recommended since staff 

may schedule off-site visits or work from home hours. Staff and regularly-scheduled 

volunteers may be unmasked while in their respective offices and work spaces. Masks 

will be worn by all visitors, and by staff and volunteers when other persons are 

present, or when social distancing is not possible. 
 

 

   



 Visitor Information 

 
Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this 

form with the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in 

touch. You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 

 

Name(s):  
 

 

 

 

Email: 
 

 

 

 

Phone: 
 

 

 

 

Home Address: 
 

 

 

 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 

 

 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

  No, just visiting.   
 

  Maybe; I have some questions.   
 

  Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 


