
 



 FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMASTIDE 
ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 26, 2021 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. Wherever 
you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children into our 
community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.  
 
Due to covid-related concerns, there will be no in-person worship service offered this day. 
Thank you for worshiping with us online at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the following pages.  
 
  

  
 Gathering for Worship 
 

Prelude Puer natus est nobis (Introit for Christmas Day) Gerald Near 
 

Welcome and Bidding Prayer  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 

 Lessons and Carols 
 “Foremothers of Faith” 
 

First Lesson  Genesis 21:1-7 (NRSV) 
 Sarah gives birth to Isaac 
 1The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as 
he had promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at 
the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his 
son whom Sarah bore him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he 
was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred 
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6Now Sarah said, “God has 
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7And she 
said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 
Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 
 



Notes on the scripture: Sarah is a complex figure; a sister-wife, a woman sold to 
Pharaoh by her husband and redeemed through God’s intervention, a mother at ninety 
who abused and cast out her son’s half-brother Ishmael and his mother, Hagar. She is 
far from perfect, yet she is mother of nations. We often speak of Abraham, but Sarah 
plays an equal part – if not a harder one – in building the foundation that will one day 
become a new people, uniquely blessed by God. 
 

Hymn #228 He Is Born 
 verses 1 and 3 
 

Refrain: He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  
He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild.  
 

Thru long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming;  
Thru long ages of the past, now the time has come at last. 
 

Refrain. 
Jesus, Lord, of all the world, coming as a child among us,  
Jesus Lord, of all the world, grant to us thy heavenly peace. 
 

Refrain. 
 

Notes on the hymn: The origin of this lovely song, titled “Il Est Né” in its original 
French, is something of a mystery. The tune first appears in Airs des Noêl Lorrain in 
1862, where it is referred to as an “Ancien air de chasse” or old hunting tune. The 
lyrics first appear in print in 1875 in Dom Legeay’s Noêls Anciens. For both the tune 
and the text, the assumption is clear that this song has been circulating among the 
people long before it was put into a written record. There are now a number of English 
translations, some of which render the original French more faithfully than others. (In 
the French, the first verse reads: “Depuis plus de quatre mille ans, / Nous le 
promettaient les Prophetes; / Depuis plus de quatre mille ans, / Nous attendions cet 
heureux temps.”) Whether rendering the first verse “Through long ages of the past,” or 
the more literal “'Tis four thousand years and more,” the emphasis is on how the wait 
has ended and happiness begun at the birth of the baby, much the way Sarah’s delayed 



and anticipated experience brings joy to her and new promise for her people. All of the 
English versions preserve the call to celebration imperative in the refrain. 
 

Second Lesson  Exodus 15:20-21, 2-18 (NRSV) 
 Miriam’s Canticle 
 

 20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; 
and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 
21And Miriam sang to them: 
 “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
 horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 

2The Lord is my strength and my might, 
    and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
    my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
3The Lord is a warrior; 
    the Lord is his name. 
 

4“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; 
    his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 
5The floods covered them; 
    they went down into the depths like a stone. 
6Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power— 
    your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 
7In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; 
    you sent out your fury, it consumed them like stubble. 
8At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, 
    the floods stood up in a heap; 
    the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
9The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 
    I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 
    I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.’ 
10You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; 



    they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
 

11“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
    Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
    awesome in splendor, doing wonders? 
12You stretched out your right hand, 
    the earth swallowed them. 
 

13“In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; 
    you guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
14The peoples heard, they trembled; 
    pangs seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 
15Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; 
    trembling seized the leaders of Moab; 
    all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. 
16Terror and dread fell upon them; 
    by the might of your arm, they became still as a stone 
until your people, O Lord, passed by, 
    until the people whom you acquired passed by. 
17You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own 
possession, 
    the place, O Lord, that you made your abode, 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. 
18The Lord will reign forever and ever.” 

 

Notes on the Scripture: Among the women of the Hebrew Bible, Miriam stands apart; a 
rare prophetess, leader and activist who held power among the tents of Israel equal to 
her brothers Moses and Aaron and is actively working in the resistance even as a child.  
Miriam never marries or bears children, but where Sarah bears Isaac at ninety, Miriam 
is at the same age leading her people across the Red Sea – and singing this powerful 
canticle of liberation, the very first of its kind, to celebrate their safe arrival on the far 
shore. 
 

Hymn #248  On This Day Earth Shall Ring 



  verses 1 and 4 
 

On this day earth shall ring  
With the song children sing 
To the Lord, Christ our King,  
Born on earth to save us; 
Him the Father gave us. 
Ideo, ideo, ideo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

On this day angels sing;  
With their song earth shall ring, 
Praising Christ, heaven’s King, 
Born on earth to save us; 
Peace and love he gave us. 
Ideo, ideo, ideo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Notes on the music: This carol begins its life in a collection of Medieval Latin songs 
from central and northern Europe. In the 19th century, the collection arrived in 
England and was passed around from one influential composer and educator to another, 
including Gustav Holst, famous now for his orchestral suite The Planets. The 
translator here is Holst’s associate Jane Joseph. Among other accomplishments, Joseph 
studied at Cambridge before women were allowed to receive degrees there, taught 
music, and worked for the Society of Women Musicians. Like Miriam, now often 
overshadowed by her famous brothers, Jane Joseph was recognized in her own time for 
her numerous compositions and hymns for church festivals and her work collaborating 
with others in her field. 
 

Third Lesson John 1:1-18 (NRSV) 
 The Word Became Flesh 
 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 



into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified 
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

Notes on the Scripture: The concepts of “word” and “wisdom” were deeply 
interconnected; even today, we might say “give us a word!” to inspire a preacher to 
greater exhortation. This brief prologue establishes Christ as a bringer of divine 
Wisdom (Sophia in Greek) and illuminates the three-in-one nature of God – the Trinity 
– for the first time. These ancient words are a hymn, both to Wisdom and to the Word 
incarnate. 
 

Hymn #220  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
  verses 1 and 4 

 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story now program Messiah’s birth. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 



Saints, before the altar begins, watching long in hope and fear; 
Suddenly the Lord descending, in his temple shall appear: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

Notes on the music: This song’s telling of the Christmas story moves beyond verses 
with angels, shepherds, and wise men following a star. Saints in heaven are called to 
witness, too. In longer format, there are additional verses exhorting today’s sinner to 
receive the mercy Christ offers. The verses come from James Montgomery, a prolific 
hymn writer who produced 400 hymns, about 100 of which are still in circulation 
today. Like the gospel of John, which connects the story of Jesus to older traditions, the 
verses here connect the story of Jesus’s birth with a vision for the future. 
 

Fourth Lesson Luke 2:41-52 (NRSV) 
 Mary’s Precocious Son 
 

 41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 
festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he 
was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, 
they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him 
in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 
have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were 
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 
50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured 
all these things in her heart. 



 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human 
favor. 
 

Notes on the text: Every parent can recognize the exasperation in Mary’s voice as she 
asks her son why he has run off without a word, causing his loved ones to undertake a 
panicked three-day search before he is found, predictably, in the Temple.  And yet, time 
apart with holy scholars only serves to sharpen Jesus’ wisdom; he will later refer to 
himself as Wisdom incarnate (John 7:35). 
 

Hymn #240  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
  verses 1 and 3 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born prince of peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Notes on the music: The original hymn text was written as a “Hymn for Christmas-
Day” by Charles Wesley, and appeared in John Wesley’s collection Hymns and 
Sacred Poems (1739). However, this song had to take a journey to find the final form 
we have today. It was adapted in 1758 by another clergyman active in the Methodist 
movement, George Whitefield, and again in 1782 and 1810 by editors for published 
collections of songs. Even the preferred tune has changed; the tune we use is an 1855 
version of a Mendelssohn composition, whereas Wesley envisioned it sung at a stately 
pace to the same tune as his Easter hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” Like Jesus 
growing and learning, and like his parents coming to accept that he was doing so, being 
open to changing can lead to refinement and improvement. 
 



Benediction  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

Postlude In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J. S. Bach 
  

  
 

 UPCOMING WORSHIP 
 January 2, 2022 
 

  
 

 St. Paul’s Sunday 10:30 AM worship services are streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Holiday Hours and Staff Availability – St. Paul’s will be closed for Christmas Break, 
December 27-31, 2021.  Staff members may also be using vacation time during the 
holidays; please contact individuals directly to make an appointment. 
 

Advent of Action – collections until Jan. 9. The Justice & Compassion Team has 
selected four organizations – one for each week of Advent – that can use our support, 
donations, or volunteer time. Donations are being accepted now through January 9. 
Please refer to the Advent for Action guide for a list of requested items, and other 
ways to serve as the hands and feet of Christ. stpaulsk.org/service/justice-and-compassion 
 

Virtual Advent Craft Workshop – To keep everyone as safe as possible, we have a 
virtual version of the Advent Crafting tradition. Follow along as St. Paul’s leaders 
show viewers of all ages how to put together nifty seasonal crafts. Go to 
stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas any time through the end of Christmastide. 
 

Hunger Ministry Holiday Giving – This year, we have provided Target gift cards for 
over 140 Hunger Ministry families and referrals from the Montgomery County Dept. 
of Health & Human Services holiday giving program. (We hope to return to our 
Cookies & Carols party and giving tree gifts next year.) If you would like to contribute 
toward these special Christmas gift cards, visit stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving. 
Checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “holiday giving” in the memo. 
 

SPY Updates – St. Paul’s Youth are now on Christmas break. We’ll be back on January 
9 for regular meetings. Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org with questions 
or visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth. See you in 2022! 
 

Flower Chart – To sponsor Sanctuary flowers in 2022, sign up for your chosen date on 
the flower chart on the bulletin board in the main office. Forms for dedications are 
available next to the chart.  
 



Pledges & Thank You Gifts – Each household that pledges for 2022 will receive a St. 
Paul’s folding camp chair as a special “thank you.” Blank pledge forms are available 
in the church office and at stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

Martha Circle – January 5, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. The Martha Circle plans to hold 
meetings on the first Wednesday of each month in the Octagon. Ladies may join us for 
lunch and fellowship. Contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg (mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-
770-7624) for the latest news and updates. 
 

Taste & Sing – January 18, 2022, 12:00 noon. After singing some favorite hymns 
together in the Octagon, staff will share a short program on a composer or lyricist so 
we can learn more about the stories behind the songs. Stay for a tasty lunch; donations 
welcome. No musical experience or registration needed! 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Daily Breath – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are designed to 
help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of sharing, 
prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes 20 minutes of silent 
contemplative prayer. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Lydia Circle – All interested ladies should contact Susan Schwarz 
(susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 

Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s twice a 
month. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com). 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Renovation Update – We have received approval from the Montgomery County 
Dept. of Permitting Services and are working out details with our contractors! When 
we break ground, work will mainly impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 



 



  
 

 Visitor Information 
 

Thank you for joining us! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this form with the 
offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in touch. You may also email 
the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 

Email: 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 
 

 



 


