
 



 THE LONGEST NIGHT – BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 21, 2021 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 

into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 
 

As you enter, you are encouraged to keep silent, to reflect and prepare for worship. Please feel 

free to enter fully into the prayer. Worship tonight is quiet and reflective, deeply peaceful and 

joyful, including harmony chants, silences, prayers, and readings.  
 

In terms of the singing, you are encouraged to listen to the tune, to follow the music provided, 

and to join in singing if that is your preference. It encourages us to pray in the mind with the 

heart, and to wait in contemplation. It is beautiful in its simplicity and depth. 
 

Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 

worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 

worship today. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 

 All people in worship will wear masks covering mouth and nose at all times today, 

regardless of vaccination status. Masks are available at the Welcome Desk.  

 All pews are available for seating; social distancing is encouraged.  

 Offering plates are located near the doors; you may also donate anytime at 

stpaulsk.org/giving. 

 An accessible family restroom with changing table is located past the church office 

and down the hall. 

 Prayer request cards are available in the pews and may be returned in the offering 

plates, or share requests online at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

 Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  

 People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers (“t-coil”) may listen to 

the service directly while in the Sanctuary by turning on the t-coil. If your hearing 

aid does not have a t-coil, you may request a headset with receiver from the ushers 

or sound technicians. 

 St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 

Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 
  

 



 Gathering for Worship 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Comfort  

Leader: Tonight, we gather here in this place of refuge, 

All:  for we are lost, we are lonely, we are afraid. 

Leader:  Tonight, we gather daring to wonder  

 if God has indeed come in Jesus, 

All:  left cold in a season of peace and joy, 

 while holding our heartache in hands of tenderness. 

Leader:  Tonight, we gather with neighbors and strangers, 

 a family made one by our brokenness, 

All:  coming with our hearts full of hope,  

 and our pockets filled with doubts. 

Leader:  Tonight, we gather just as we are, 

All: for God has promised to meet us here  

 and to welcome us for who we are. 
 

Hymn #207    Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 

Opening Prayer  

Holy God of All Seasons:  

The sights and sounds of the holidays surround us; the scents of roasting  

foods, the laughter of parties, the songs of carolers, the music in every 

store. But deep within us we carry our pain, our grief walks with us 

every step we take, loneliness is a shawl we drape over our shoulders on 

empty nights.  

You became weak so we could find strength in moments of heartbreak; 

you left the safety of heaven to wander the wilderness of the world, 

holding our hands when we feel so hopeless; you set aside your glory to 

hold our pain so we might be healed, even when there seems to be no 

hope; you became one of us, so we could never be alone in any moment, 

in any circumstance.   



So come now, to strengthen us in these days. May we feel your presence in 

a way we have never known, not just as One born in a stable long ago 

and far away, but as One born in our hearts, in our hopes, in our spirits, 

in our weakness. You have promised to go before us: into our 

brokenness, into hospital rooms, into empty houses, into graveyards, 

into our future held by your loving hands, and your are here, even now, 

waiting for each of us: to serve us, to hold us, to comfort us, to live in us, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Silence 
 

Hymn #491 Remember Me  
 

Words of Lament 1 Samuel 1:1-18 (NRSV) 
 1There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country 

of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu 

son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2He had two wives; the name of the one was 

Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but 

Hannah had no children. 
 3Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and 

to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 

Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. 4On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he 

would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; 
5but to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the = 

Lord had closed her womb. 6Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate 

her, because the Lord had closed her womb. 7So it went on year by year; as 

often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. 

Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8Her husband Elkanah said to her, 

“Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am 

I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 9After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented 

herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the 

doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10She was deeply distressed and prayed to 



the Lord, and wept bitterly. 11She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you 

will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget your 

servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before 

you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor 

intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” 
 12As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 
13Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not 

heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14So Eli said to her, “How long will 

you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” 15But Hannah 

answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither 

wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. 
16Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 

out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” 17Then Eli answered, “Go in 

peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” 18And she 

said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 

quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no 

longer. 
 

Contemplation and Prayer 
 

Advent Wreath Litany    

Reader 1: The first candle is the candle of hope. 

We light it tonight and we stand with those who feel lost in despair, 

for whom hope seems lost. We light it as a reminder that no matter 

how dim the world seems, there is always hope. We light this candle 

out of our own longing for hope, for a ray of light in the dark places.  

All:  Come, O Christ, and bring your hope, 
 

Silence 
 

Reader 2: The second candle is the candle of peace. 

We light it tonight and we stand with those whose lives are marked 

by anxiety, chaos, or violence. We light this candle out of our own 



longing for peace, for calm and wholeness within ourselves and 

throughout the whole world. 

All:   Come, O Christ, and bring your peace. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader 3: The third candle is the candle of joy. 

We light it tonight and we stand with those who are struggling 

through a season of grief.  We light it for those who have lost a loved 

one, who are missing someone deeply in this holiday season, or 

whose loved ones are far away.  And in these days when the songs of 

jingle bells and holly jolly Christmas are supposed to make us merry, 

we light this candle for those who instead find themselves with 

sadness in these long winter nights.  We light this candle out of our 

own longing for joy, for the joy of God which goes deeper than our 

circumstances, and the joy of resurrection that is stronger than the 

grave. 

All:  Come, O Christ, and bring true joy. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader 4: The fourth candle is the candle of love. 

We light it tonight and we stand with those who feel unloved. We 

light it for those who have not experienced God's love, but have felt 

rejected or unwelcome by people claiming to speak for Christ.  We 

light it for those who have been hurt, mistreated, or abused by people 

who were supposed to love them.  We light this candle out of our own 

longing for love, for we were made to love and be loved by God and 

by each other. 

All:  Come, O Christ, and bring your love. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader 5: The center candle is the Christ candle. 



We light it tonight, and we remember.  We remember that Christ 

came in the darkness, in weakness, in poverty, in humility.  We 

remember that Christ came not for perfect people who have it all 

together, but for people like us—people who are sinners, people who 

are lost, people who struggle and mess up and sometimes feel very far 

from God.  Christ came to live among us and to love us in the midst of 

our messy human lives.  As we light this candle, we give thanks for 

Jesus, Emmanuel, the God who is with us in the midst of whatever we 

are going through. 

All:  Come, O Christ, and dwell among us.  Amen. 
 

Words of Comfort Psalm 121 (NRSV) 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

    from where will my help come? 
2My help comes from the Lord, 

    who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 

    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4He who keeps Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The Lord is your keeper; 

    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 
7The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 
8The Lord will keep 

    your going out and your coming in 

    from this time on and forevermore. 
 

Meditation  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 

Hymn #484 Kyrie Eleison 
 



Communion and Invitation to Healing 
 

During this time, we invite you to prayerfully participate in any or all of the following: 

 Communion will be offered at the front rail.   

 The pastors will be available at the far ends of each rail to pray with those who 

would like healing anointing or intercessory prayer.  Those who would like to 

pray privately are invited to use the middle sections of the communion rail. 

 Bowls on the stands at the top of each aisle contain consecrated water.  We invite 

you to remember your baptism by dipping your finger in the water and using it 

to draw a small cross on your forehead or hand. 

 At the back of the sanctuary, fabric strips and markers are available on a small 

table.  We invite you to prayerfully share any fears, worries or other things that 

you wish to give over to God on a strip, which will then be woven into a blanket 

placed in the Christ child’s manger on Christmas Eve as a reminder that Christ 

comes to share our suffering, pains and disappointments. 
 

Hymn #628 Eat This Bread 
 

Prayer after Communion 

May we who have fed at The Spirit’s table take her welcome out to 

where tables are reserved and doors are closed; may the Spirit drive us 

to break our bread on the altar of the world. Amen.   
 

Hymn #472 Near to the Heart of God 
 

Dismissal and Blessing 
 

  

 UPCOMING WORSHIP 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 

 5:00 PM – A family-friendly Christmas Eve worship service featuring a "pop-up 

pageant" for all who wish to participate! 

 9:30 PM – Christmas Eve organ prelude with selections by Marvin Mills. 

 10:00 PM – Traditional candlelight evening worship service. 

December 26 – First Sunday of Christmastide. At 10:30 AM there will be a single 

service of Lessons & Carols focused around the theme of “Foremothers of Faith.” 



All Christmas Week services will be livestreamed at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

COVID-19 Precautions: Masks are required for all participants during in-person 

worship services.  Sanitizer is available throughout the building, and additional 

masks are available at the Welcome Desk. 
 

  
 

 The Sunday 10:30 AM worship service and Christmas Eve services are live-streamed through  

 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Call to Comfort, Opening Prayer, and Advent Wreath Liturgy: “Pre-Holiday Midweek 

Communion Service” by Rev. Sarah Nave Fisher. Used by permission. 
 

Prepare the Way of the Lord. Words: Isaiah 40:3, 52:10. Music: Jacques Berthier and the 

Community of Taizé (1984). Music copyright Les Presses de Taizé, by permission of GIA 

Publications, Inc. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 

#735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Remember Me. Words: Traditional, Luke 23:42. Music: Traditional, harm. by J. Jefferson 

Cleveland (1981). Copyright Abingdon Press, 1981. Permission to stream this music obtained 

from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Kyrie Eleison. Words: Ancient Greek. Music: Jacques Berthier and the Community of Taizé 

(1979). Music copyright Les Presses de Taizé, by permission of GIA Publications, Inc. 

Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 

reserved. 
 

Eat This Bread. Words: Robert Batastini and the Taizé Community (1982). Music: Jaques 

Berthier (1982). Copyright Les Presses de Taizé, by permission of GIA Publications, Inc. 

Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 

reserved. 
 

Near to the Heart of God. Words & Music: Cleland B. McAfee (1903). Public domain. 
  
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 



 

Karaoke Caroling – Dec. 23, 7:00-8:00 PM. Come sing with neighbors around the 

fountain in Kensington’s Flinn Park. There will be a screen, singing, laughter, and joy. 

 

Holiday Hours and Staff Availability – The building will be closed for Christmas 

Break, December 27-31, 2021.  Staff members may also be using vacation time during 

the holidays; please contact individuals directly to make an appointment. 
 

Advent of Action – collections until Jan. 9. The Justice & Compassion Team has 

selected four organizations – one for each week of Advent – that can use our support, 

donations, or volunteer time. Please refer to the Advent for Action guide for a list of 

requested items, and other ways to serve as the hands and feet of Christ. 
 

Virtual Advent Craft Workshop – This year, we are sharing a virtual version of the 

Advent Craft tradition. Follow along as St. Paul’s leaders show viewers of all ages 

how to put together nifty seasonal crafts. Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas. 
 

Hunger Ministry Holiday Giving – This year, we have provided Target gift cards for 

over 140 Hunger Ministry families and referrals from the Montgomery County Dept. 

of Health & Human Services holiday giving program. If you would like to contribute 

toward these special Christmas gift cards, visit stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving. 

Checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “holiday giving” in the memo. 
 

SPY Updates – St. Paul’s Youth are now on Christmas break. We’ll be back on January 

9 for regular meetings. Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org with questions 

or visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth. See you in 2022! 
 

Flower Chart – To sponsor Sanctuary flowers in 2022, sign up for your chosen date on 

the flower chart on the bulletin board in the main office. Forms for dedications are 

available next to the chart.  
 

Pledges & Thank You Gifts – Each household that pledges for 2022 will receive a St. 

Paul’s folding camp chair as a special “thank you.” Blank pledge forms are available 

in the church office and at stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

Martha Circle – January 5, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. The Martha Circle plans to hold 

meetings on the first Wednesday of each month in the Octagon. Ladies may join us for 

lunch and fellowship. Contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg (mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-

770-7624) for the latest news and updates. 
 



Taste & Sing – January 18, 2022, 12:00 noon. After singing some favorite hymns 

together in the Octagon, staff will share a short program on a composer or lyricist so 

we can learn more about the stories behind the songs. Stay for a tasty lunch; donations 

welcome. No musical experience or registration needed! 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Monday Night Study: The Wired Word – Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM via Zoom. Join 

facilitator Mike McCurry for a weekly discussion connecting news with matters of 

faith and scripture. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or drop in using 

Zoom Meeting ID 826 2523 1064; passcode 784482. 

 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 

Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes 20 minutes of silent 

contemplative prayer. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Lydia Circle – All interested ladies should contact Susan Schwarz 

(susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 

Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s twice a 

month. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com). 

 

Daily Breath – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are designed to 

help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of sharing, 

prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 

prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 

ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 

Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Renovation Update – We have received approval from the Montgomery County 

Dept. of Permitting Services and are working out details with our contractors! When 

we break ground, work will mainly impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

 
  
 



 Visitor Information 
Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this form with 

the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in touch. You may also 

email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 

 

Name(s):  
 

 

Email: 
 

 

Phone: 
 

 

Home Address: 
 

 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 

 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 
 

 

 


