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SEEKING GOD WHEN OUR PLANS FALL APART %

August 21, 2022 9:00 & 10:30 A.M.



ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ORDER OF WORSHIP AUGUST 21, 2022
Thank you for worshiping with us today.

Welcome to St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. Wherever
you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children into our
community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. As we gather in-
person, we will err on the side of caution and expect all those present today to wear masks,
covering the mouth and nose, regardless of vaccination status. Other announcements and more
helpful information can be found on the following pages.

Gathering for Worship
(* - please stand in body or spirit)
Announcements (9:00 & 10:30) Lay Leader
Prelude (10:30 only)  Invention in A Minor Randall Thompson
*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30) Lay Reader

(L)When the way is difficult and dangerous,

(AlD)let us still choose what is good and just.

(L)When evil comes to break us down and break us apart,

(AlD)let us still choose to carry on with each other.

(L)When power from on high strikes fear in our hearts,

(All)let us still choose the courage to persist.

For we know that the love and power of God, which abides in us, will not be
overcome.

*Hymn #79 (9:00 & 10:30) Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

Prayer of Confession (9:00 & 10:30) Lay Reader
Mother of us all, who dwells within and beyond,

Sacred is your name. May your holy vision for collective flourishing

come to fruition among us. May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and
connection be enfleshed on earth. Provide us today with what we need to be
nourished in body, soul, and heart.



Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us.
Lead us away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands of evil.
For you are the ultimate source of hope.

Your power-with exceeds all power-over.

Your presence incites eternal wonder.

All praise to you, our comfort and strength.

Amen.
Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30) Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen
The Lord’s Prayer (10:30 only) The United Methodist Hymnal, #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Proclamation of the Word
Exodus 5:1-2, 7:8-23 (9:00 & 10:30)

After this presentation to Israel’s leaders, Moses and Aaron went and spoke to
Pharaoh. They told him, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Let my
people go so they may hold a festival in my honor in the wilderness.”

2 “Is that so?” retorted Pharaoh. “And who is the Lord? Why should I listen to him
and let Israel go? I don’t know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.”

Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “Pharaoh will demand, ‘Show me a
miracle.” When he does this, say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down in
front of Pharaoh, and it will become a serpent.[a]””

10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did what the Lord had commanded
them. Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a
serpent! 11 Then Pharaoh called in his own wise men and sorcerers, and these
Egyptian magicians did the same thing with their magic. 12 They threw down their


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+7&version=NLT#fen-NLT-1695a

staffs, which also became serpents! But then Aaron’s staff swallowed up their
staffs. 13 Pharaoh’s heart, however, remained hard. He still refused to listen, just as
the Lord had predicted.

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn,[b] and he still refuses
to let the people go. 15 So go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes down to the
river. Stand on the bank of the Nile and meet him there. Be sure to take along the
staff that turned into a snake. 16 Then announce to him, “The Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, has sent me to tell you, “Let my people go, so they can worship me in the
wilderness.” Until now, you have refused to listen to him. 17 So this is what the
Lord says: “I will show you that I am the Lord.” Look! I will strike the water of the
Nile with this staff in my hand, and the river will turn to blood. 18 The fish in it
will die, and the river will stink. The Egyptians will not be able to drink any water
from the Nile.””

19 Then the Lord said to Moses: “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and raise your hand
over the waters of Egypt—all its rivers, canals, ponds, and all the reservoirs. Turn
all the water to blood. Everywhere in Egypt the water will turn to blood, even the
water stored in wooden bowls and stone pots.””

20 So Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded them. As Pharaoh and all
of his officials watched, Aaron raised his staff and struck the water of the Nile.
Suddenly, the whole river turned to blood! 21 The fish in the river died, and the
water became so foul that the Egyptians couldn’t drink it. There was blood
everywhere throughout the land of Egypt. 22 But again the magicians of Egypt used
their magic, and they, too, turned water into blood. So Pharaoh’s heart remained
hard. He refused to listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the Lord had predicted. 23
Pharaoh returned to his palace and put the whole thing out of his mind.

Children’s Moment (10:30 only) Dr. Meg Baker
*Hymn#347 (9:00 & 10:30) The Spirit Song

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30) “When Humans Unravel God’s Plans for Justice” Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

Response to the Word


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+7&version=NLT#fen-NLT-1700b

Invitation to Giving (9:00 & 10:30) Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

Offertory (10:30 only) Go Down Moses Adolphus Hailstork
*Hymn #94 (9:00 & 10:30) Doxology LASST UNS ERFRUEN
Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30) Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

The Great Thanksgiving and Communion (9:00 only)
The Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

P: We lift them up to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation.

L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes:

L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of

faith.
P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
The pastor continues and concludes:
L: All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.
P: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 only) The United Methodist Hymnal, #895

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And



lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread (9:00 only)

Giving the Bread & Cup (9:00 only)
Please receive the wafer and juice packet. If you choose to partake here, be sure to place empty
wrappers in the waste bins provided. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you
prefer, you may take the communion packet and consume it prayerfully and safely at home.

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 only)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your
Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending Forth
*Hymn #572 (9:00 & 10:30) Pass It On
*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30) Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

Postlude (10:30 only) Toccata on Grosser Gott Matthew H. Corl

PRI R
WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2022
9:00 AND 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
Jeremiah 29:1-7
Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, preaching
PRI R
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
by members of the St. Paul’s Flower Guild.
RIRP R
St. Paul’s Sunday 10:30 AM worship services are streamed through
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home
Liturgy and Prayer are courtesy of enfleshed

Prelude @ E.C. Shirmer Music Co. Offertory @2003 Concordia Publishing House
Postlude@2016 Oxford University Press



R

Visitor Information

Thank you for joining us! You are invited o tear out this section and leave this form
with the offerings to let us know a littfle about yourself, or how we might be in touch.
You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello!

Name(s):
Email:

Phone:

Home Address:

How did you find us¢ (circle all that apply)
Family/friend. Passing by. Internet search.  Other:

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's2 (circle all that apply)
No, just visiting. Maybe; | have questions. Please tell me about joining St. Paul's.



St. Paul's Staff

Senior Pastor Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen Rev. Joey Heath-Mason
pallen@stpaulsk.org joeyhm@stpaulsk.org
Minister of Spiritual Care Director of Communications
and Formation and Administration
Dr. Meg Baker Dr. Erin Bone Steele
mbaker@stpaulsk.org stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
Director of Music Organist
Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen Mr. Marvin Mills
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org mmills@stpaulsk.org
Minister of Youth and Design Facilities Manager
Mr. Micah Smartt Ms. Tracey Furman
msmartt@stpaulsk.org tfurman@stpaulsk.org

Facilities Maintenance
Mr. Marco Palma

Assisting with Worship

Tech Team
John & Biljana Regan

Usher Coordinator

Nathan Bazawada
John Stephens

Lay Leader
Marge Higgins

Office Hours: By Appointment Only during Renovation
Please use staff email addresses listed above!
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