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April 18, 2021 9:00 & 10:30 A.M.

United Methodist Church

"In Defense of Doubt"



THIRD SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE

All those attending must sign in at the front door and provide contact
information in the event contact tracing is necessary. 
If the Sanctuary reaches capacity, overflow seating will be offered in the
Octagon with a video feed of the service.
When you leave, please take this bulletin with you. You may drop it in the
recycling bin near the exit.
All attendees are to be masked at all times, covering mouth and nose.
Pews have been marked for socially distanced seating. Sit only in seats that
are available and maintain 6 feet between your group and your neighbors.
The congregation will not sing. Music, including hymns, will be provided
by members of the music department and guest musicians.
To share a joy or concern, please use the Prayer Request form online at
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.
To make an offering today by cash or check, please place it in the offering
plates. Plates will not be passed among the pews. You may also donate at
stpaulsk.org/giving at any time.
Please greet neighbors and friends by waving, avoiding physical contact. 
If you need assistance, please ask our volunteers, leaders, or ushers.

Thank you for worshiping with us today!
Welcome to in-person worship in the Sanctuary. Thank you for your patience as we
continue to adapt and do our best to preserve the safety and well-being of all. If you
are a visitor, we extend a special greeting and hope you feel the warmth of this
community even while our traditional fellowship activities have been altered due
to Covid-19 precautions. Announcements and additional helpful information can
be found on the pages following the order of worship. 

9:00 & 10:30 Worship April 18, 2021

(* Please stand as you are able.)
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Gathering for Worship
 

Announcements                                                                            

Prelude (10:30 AM only)     

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
Leader: How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity.
People: Receive the Holy Spirit, the blessing of the Lord.

Hymn #632  (9:00 & 10:30 AM)                             
Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether

Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.

*Opening Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
You have shown yourself to us, O God,

by Word and Spirit,
with signs and wonders,
in flesh and blood,
yet we still struggle to live and believe
the good news of Jesus Christ.

Have mercy on us; forgive us.
Enter into our lives

and cast out our fear,
so that we may come to trust in you
and have life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
 

Verse 1: Draw us in the Spirit's tether, for when humbly in thy name, two or
three are met together, thou art in the midst of them. Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch
we now thy garment's hem.

Verse 2: As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, then with
thanks to God the Father break the bread and bless the cup. Alleluia! Alleluia! So
now bind our friendship up.

Verse 3: All our meals and all our living make as sacraments to thee, that by
caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. Alleluia! Alleluia! We will
serve thee faithfully.

Meditation on "'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus" Penny Rodriguez
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Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

The Lord's Prayer (10:30 AM only)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, forever. Amen.

 
Proclamation of the Word

 

John 20:19-31 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)                                                                The Inclusive Bible        

          In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were
locked in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Temple
authorities.

Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Having 
said this, the savior showed them the marks of crucifixion.

The disciples were filled with joy when they saw Jesus, who said to them
again, "Peace be with you. As Abba God sent me, so I'm sending you."

After saying this, Jesus breathed on them and said,
"Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven.
If you retain anyone's sins, they are retained."

It happened that one of the Twelve, Thomas - nicknamed Didymus, or
"Twin," - was absent when Jesus came. The other disciples kept telling him,
"We've seen Jesus!"

Thomas' answer was, "I'll never believe it without putting my finger in
the nail marks and my hand into the spear wound."

On the eighth day, the disciples were once more in the room, and this
time Thomas was with them. Despite the locked doors, Jesus came and
stood before them, saying, "Peace be with you."

Then, to Thomas, Jesus said, "Take your finger and examine my hands.
Put your hand into my side. Don't persist in your unbelief, but believe!" 3



Thomas said in response, "My Savior and my God!"
Jesus then said, 

"You've become a believer
because you saw me.
Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed."

Jesus performed many other signs as well - signs not recorded here - in
the presence of the disciples. But these have been recorded to help you
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Only Begotten, so that by believing you
may have life in Jesus' Name.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Hymn #420 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
                                                                           

Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.

        

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

 

Response to the Word

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion (9:00 AM only)
The Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving

Leader:   The Lord be with you.
People:    And also with you.
L:                Lift up your hearts.
P:                  We lift them up to the Lord.

Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Verse 1: Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may
love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.

Verse 2: Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until with
thee I will one will, to do and to endure. 

Verse 3: Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine, till all this 
 earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.

Verse 4: Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, but live with
thee the perfect life of thine eternity.

Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton"In Defense of Doubt"
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L:                Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P:                  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(The pastor gives thanks, remembering God's acts of salvation.)
L:                And so, with your people on earth and all the company of
                     heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
P:                 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
                      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                      Hosanna in the highest.
                      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
                      Hosanna in the highest.
(The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes:)
L:               And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in 
                    Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
                    as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering
                    for us, as we proclaim the mysteries of faith. 
P:                Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
(The pastor continues and concludes:)
L:               All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, 
                    now and for ever.
P:                Amen.

 

The Lord's Prayer (9:00 AM only)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread and Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 AM only)

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 AM only)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the
strength of your spirit to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn #94 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30 AM)                                                                       

Commissioning of Stephen Leader (10:30 AM only)
St. Paul’s Stephen Ministry offers a prayerful, listening presence to individuals who are

experiencing a variety of life’s challenges. Stephen Ministers are trained lay people
commissioned to serve in one-on-one confidential caring ministry in our church and
community.  Stephen Leaders organize, supervise, and teach our Stephen Ministers.

Introduction of the Candidate (10:30 AM only)
Beth Pierce

Commissioning Vows (10:30 AM only)
Pastor:                         Beth, will you assume this ministry in the confidence
                                          that it comes from God?
Stephen Leader:     Yes, with the help of God.
Pastor:                         Will you nurture the skills you have learned and use
                                          them in service to others – to support, encourage, 
                                          build up, and heal people in all their needs?
Stephen Leader:     Yes, with the help of God.
Pastor:                         Members of St. Paul’s, will you open your hearts 
                                          to the ministry of this Stephen Leader and pray for 
                                          her as a servant of Christ?
Congregation:       Yes, with the help of God.

 

Prayer of Commissioning (10:30 AM only)
Gracious God, 
        you have called Beth to lead us into new paths of caring ministry. 
 You have gifted and empowered her for this task.  
Grant her joy in her service and a spirit of bold trust in you, that her   
      ministry may stir us to greater caring and more fruitful service.  
Help us all to be both willing servants and thankful recipients of this
      ministry, so that your name may be glorified, your people live in     
      peace, and your good and gracious will be done, through Jesus Christ 
     our Lord. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ
whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.
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Sending Forth

Hymn # 462 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

 
 
 
 

Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

Postlude (10:30 AM only)
You are invited to remain in a posture of worship until the conclusion of the

postlude, then greet your neighbors with signs of peace, and move to the exit.
 

 
Worship Next Week

Scripture: Luke 24:36-48
Rev. Dr. Pat Allen, preaching

Heritage Sunday
"Belong, Behave, Believe: Eating with Ghosts"

Worship in the Sanctuary
 9:00 & 10:30 AM

William SelbyA Fuge

Verse 1: 'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, and to take him at his word; just to
rest upon his promise, and to know, "Thus saith the Lord."

Refrain: Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I've proved him o'er and
o'er! Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more! 

Verse 2: O how sweet to trust in Jesus, just to trust his cleansing blood;
and in simple faith to plunge me 'neath the healing, cleansing flood!
(Refrain.)

Verse 3: Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease;
just from Jesus simply taking life and rest, and joy and peace. (Refrain.)

Verse 4: I'm so glad I learned to trust thee, precious Jesus, Savior, friend;
and I know that thou art with me, wilt be with me to the end. (Refrain.)

Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.
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Sources and Licensing Information
The 10:30 worship service is live-streamed through 

stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus by Penny Rodriguez, copyright Beckenhorst Press, 1997.
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All
rights reserved.

Call to Worship: Feasting on the Word Year B, Vol. 1, ed. David L. Bartlett and Barbara
Brown Taylor (Louisville KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008), p. 151. Used by
permission.

Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether. Words: Percy Dearmer (1931), copyright Oxford University
Press. Music: Harold Friedell (1957), copyright renewed 1985 Belwin-Mills Publishing
Corp. (admin. by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.). Streamed by permission under CCLI license
#24106074. All rights reserved. 

Opening Prayer: Feasting on the Word Year B, Vol. 1, ed. David L. Bartlett and Barbara
Brown Taylor (Louisville KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008), p. 151-152. Used by
permission.

Breathe on Me, Breath of God. Words: Edwin Hatch (1878). Music: Robert Jackson (1888).
Public domain.

Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LASST UNS ERFREUEN). Words:
Thomas Ken (1674), adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira (1978). Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange
(1623), harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1906). Adapt. copyright 1989, The United
Methodist Publishing House. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved.

'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus. Words: Louisa M. R. Stead (1882). Music: William J.
Kirkpatrick (1882). Public domain.

A Fugue by William Selby, copyright 1975 by McAfee Music Corp. (admin. Alfred
Publishing). Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License
#735990-A. All rights reserved.

Bible readings: The Inclusive Bible, ed. Priests for Equality (Lanham MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2009). All rights reserved. 8



Announcements & Events

Educational Award Applications - Each year, St. Paul's Council on Youth Ministries
awards an Educational Award for graduating seniors with plans for some kind of higher
education or training. This year, we've moved the entire process online! Go to
stpaulsk.org/community/youth to apply by May 2. Only those who apply are eligible for
consideration. Awards will be presented on May 16. This award is made possible by
contributions to the Educational Award Fund from St. Paul's generous donors.

Native American Ministries Offering - On this Special Sunday, your donation to the
UMC's Native American Ministries will be combined with others from across the global
United Methodist Church to support seminary scholarships, community aid, and
culturally appropriate ministry activities within Native American communities. Go to
stpaulsk.org/giving to read more or give online.

Hygiene Kits for UMCOR - now through May 2. Hygiene Kits provide necessities to people
who have been forced to leave their homes because of natural disaster or human conflict.
Please use the supplies list and instructions available in the Narthex, at
stpaulsk.org/service/justice-and-compassion, and in the April issue of the Epistle.

SPY - 4:00-5:00 PM,  Sundays. St. Paul's Youth is open to all St. Paul's friends in grades 6-12.
Senior High will meet on April 18, with Middle High meeting April 25, and we'll continue
alternating groups. Bring a blanket or chair to the yard outside the Fellowship Hall! (If it
rains, we'll move inside Fellowship Hall.) Also bring your mask and water bottle.

Better Humans Book Club - Discussion April 29, 7:00 PM, led by Pastor Kate. The April
selection is Prey Tell: Why We Silence Women Who Tell The Truth and How Everyone Can
Speak Up. Through research, reporting, and personal experience, author Tiffany Bluhm
explores the dynamics of power and abuse in the church and other institutions.

Pastor Study Leave - Preparing for worship, preaching, and teaching requires a depth of
attention that cannot often be gleaned from a "regular" day. For that reason, UMC clergy
are encouraged to embrace "study leave" - a time set apart not as vacation but as time to
study, read, and prepare. We are blessed that our pastors value the importance of this
opportunity. We pray for the presence of the Holy Spirit to lead and guide them.

Pastor Kate will be on study leave Monday April 19 - Saturday April 24.
Pastor Pat will be on study leave Monday April 26 - Saturday May 1.

Congregational Town Hall - Monday, May 10 at 7:00 PM. Pastor Pat invites members and
friends of St. Paul's to join her for a virtual "town hall" conversation. Share thoughts, ask
questions, and receive info. The Zoom link is in the Weekly News email message. Zoom
Meeting ID: 851 3807 6257. Passcode: 073456. To participate by phone, dial 301-715-8592.
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Drop-In Office Hours - Monday-Thursday, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Our crew of weekday
volunteers will answer phone calls or welcome you into the office. Masks are required.
Clergy and staff continue to work a full-time schedule but their hours vary; please make
an appointment to ensure they are available to meet. Visit stpaulsk.org/community/meet-
the-staff for contact info. 

Wilderness Trail Sign-Ups - There are limited spots remaining for youth on Wilderness
Trail, hiking and camping in God's creation along the Appalachian Trail, July 25-30. Find
more info at stpaulsk.org/community/youth and contact Micah Smartt
(msmartt@stpaulsk.org) if you have questions.

Ongoing Activities

Nursery & Childcare - Childcare for children in Grade 3 and younger will be available
during the 10:30 AM service. To ensure a safe child/caregiver ratio, pre-registration is
required. Contact Dr. Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org) with questions or read more on
the Children's page: stpaulsk.org/community/children

Bible Study Opportunities - Saturdays, 11:00AM-12:00 noon, and Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00
PM. All are welcome at these one-hour, no-prep Bible study sessions on a regular or drop-
in basis. Read more and sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or contact Meg
Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

Church Directory - The newest edition of the St. Paul's Directory is available for pick-up
in the office today and during office hours next week.

Prayer Request Form - Visit stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests to share joys and
concerns confidentially with St. Paul's ministers or with the entire Prayer Team. 

Congregational Care List and Card Ministry - You can pick up a copy of the
Congregational Care list (aka the "Sick List") at the Welcome Desk. To access the online
version of the log please contact Dr. Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

Still Wednesday - Meeting each Wednesday at 7:00 PM. All are welcome for this time of
prayer, connection, and quiet contemplation. Meetings are currently held using Zoom.
Email kenzier@rcn.com or call Kenzie Raulin at 301-237-1520 for the invitation.

Prayerwaves - Wednesdays, 10:00 AM. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 each Wednesday morning
to join in prayer over the phone. When prompted for the “access code," type in 774042
followed by #. 

Daily Breath - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 9:00 AM. Three times a week, start your
day with St. Paul's clergy and staff sharing a message, meditation, or song. Go to
facebook.com/stpaulskensington - no Facebook account required. 10

http://stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests#text-3638544
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Assisting with Worship Today

St. Paul's Staff

Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

pallen@stpaulsk.org

Senior Pastor
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

kfulton@stpaulsk.org

Associate Pastor

Mr. Micah Smartt

msmartt@stpaulsk.org

Minister of Youth and Design

Dr. Meg Baker

mbaker@stpaulsk.org

Minister of Spiritual Care 
and Formation 

Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen

tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

Director of Music

Mr. Marvin Mills

mmills@stpaulsk.org

Organist

Dr. Erin Bone Steele

stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

Communications Director and
Administration

Mrs. Michelle Gregonis

mgregonis@stpaulsk.org

Treasurer

Ms. Tracey Furman

tfurman@stpaulsk.org

Facilities Manager and Maintenance
Mr. Marco Palma

John & Biljana Regan

Tech Team

Guest Musicians

Lay Readers
Pat Warren, 9:00 AM

Craig Denning, 10:30 AM

Usher Coordinator
Nathan Bazawada

Scott & Mollie WeikertLay Leader
Marge Higgins


