
 



 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 12, 2021 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 
into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 
worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 
worship today. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 
 

• All people in worship will wear masks covering mouth and nose at all times today, 
regardless of vaccination status. Masks are available at the Welcome Desk.  

• All pews are available for seating; social distancing is encouraged.  
• Nursery care is provided at 9:00 & 10:30 AM. Sunday School is offered for children 

in Grade 5 and younger at 10:30 AM this Sunday and December 19. Those not pre-
registered may be accompanied by an adult for walk-in registration. Find more at 
stpaulsk.org/community/children. Please note – there is no Sunday School on 
December 26 and January 2. 

• Offering plates are located near the doors; we will not pass offering plates among 
the seats today. You may also donate anytime at stpaulsk.org/giving. 

• An accessible family restroom with changing table is located past the church office 
and down the hall. 

• Prayer request cards are available in the pews and may be returned in the offering 
plates, or share requests online at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

• Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  
• We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service each Sunday. 
• People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers (“t-coil”) may listen to 

the service directly while in the Sanctuary by turning on the t-coil. If your hearing 
aid does not have a t-coil, you may request a headset with receiver from the ushers 
or sound technicians. 

• St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 
Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 

 
 Gathering for Worship 
 (* Please stand as you are able.) 



Announcements 
 

Prelude (10:30 AM)     Benedixisti, Domine, terram tuam  Gerald Near 

 Offertory for Advent III  
 (Lord, Thou Hast Blessed the Land, Psalm 85 : 1) 
 

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
One: A voice calls out in the wilderness. 
All:  It sings of a home for all. 
One:  A voice calls out in the wilderness. 
All:  It speaks of justice and joy. 
One:  A voice calls out in the wilderness.  Do you hear it? 
All:  We hear it. In listening, we worship. 
One:  Let us draw near to God. 

 

*Hymn #203 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)    Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 

Opening Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
Merciful God, 
 You hear our cries and honor our tears. 
 Speak your word to us this day, and guide our feet, 
 That we might be passionate hearers and doers of your word. 
 In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.  

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles   Jay Codner & Tom McNutt (10:30 AM) 
Reader: Joy is seeing people you love after months apart. Joy is hearing, “Come on 

over, it has been too long!” Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child. 
Joy is making it home when the journey is long. Joy is your dog sliding to meet 
you at the door. Joy is the energy of a new season. Joy is feeling found when you 
thought you were lost. So today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome 
God has for us is nothing short of joyful. Rest in that good news. Let it wash 
over you. Family of faith, we are close to home. Amen. 

 

 



Anthem (10:30 AM) O Come and Dwell in Me arr. Arlen Clarke 
 Sanctuary Choir 
 Hilde Singer, violin 

 

O come and dwell in me, Holy Spirit of power within, 
And bring the glorious liberty from sorrow, fear, and sin. 
Let all the angel throng give glory, thanks to God on high, 
While earth repeats the joyful song and echoes to the sky. 
Thy grace to sinners shown, the heavenly angel choirs proclaim, 
And cry, “Salvation to our God, salvation to the Lamb!” 
Spirit of Holiness, let thy saints adore thee, 
Send thy renewing power; we kneel before thee. 
When heaven and earth have fled before thy glorious face, 
Sing all the saints thy love hath made thine everlasting praise. 

 

Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (10:30 AM only) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 Proclamation of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 1 Samuel 2:1-10 (NRSV) 
 1Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart exults in the Lord; 
    my strength is exalted in my God. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
    because I rejoice in my victory. 
2“There is no Holy One like the Lord, 
    no one besides you; 



    there is no Rock like our God. 
3Talk no more so very proudly, 
    let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 
    and by him actions are weighed. 
4The bows of the mighty are broken, 
    but the feeble gird on strength. 
5Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 
    but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 
The barren has borne seven, 
    but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6The Lord kills and brings to life; 
    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
    he brings low, he also exalts. 
8He raises up the poor from the dust; 
    he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes 
    and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
    and on them he has set the world. 
9“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
    but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 
    for not by might does one prevail. 
10The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; 
    the Most High will thunder in heaven. 
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 
    he will give strength to his king, 
    and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 



*Hymn #2030 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)     The First Song of Isaiah 

 



Sermon (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Hannah’s Joy Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Offertory (10:30 AM)    Prelude on Burleigh Richard Billingham 
 Offering plates are available by the door, or visit stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

*Hymn #95 (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Doxology OLD 100TH 
 

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30 AM)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation (9:00 AM) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (9:00 AM) 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation. 
 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes: 
 L:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus  
   Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
   and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  
   proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 P:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 The pastor continues and concludes: 



 L:  All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 P:  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 AM) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread (9:00 AM) 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 AM) 
Please receive the wafer and juice packet, then take it with you and consume it 
prayerfully and safely at home following the service. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 AM) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

 Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #209 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)     Blessed Be the God of Israel 
 

*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
 

Postlude (10:30 AM)       Herr Gott, nun sei Depreiset, BWV 601 J.S. Bach 
 (Lord God, Now Be Praised) 
 

Following the Postlude, you are invited to greet your neighbors and then move to the exits. 
Coffee Hour will be offered outdoors after the 10:30 AM worship service in the Mitchell Street 

courtyard by the office entrance. 
 

  



 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 Luke 1:46b-55 
 Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, preaching 
 

  
 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: ADVENT, CHRISTMAS EVE, AND CHRISTMASTIDE 
 

November 28 – the First Sunday of Advent. Worship at 9:00 & 10:30 AM. 
December 5 – the Second Sunday of Advent. This is Children's Sunday, when families  

begin in the Sanctuary together for worship at 10:30; children will be escorted to 
their classrooms for Sunday School following the children's message. 

December 12 – the Third Sunday of Advent. We will recognize United Methodist  
 Student Sunday, one of the designated “Special Sundays” in the UMC. 
December 19 – the Fourth Sunday of Advent. This is Music Sunday. Our ensemble  

this year may be smaller than some years pre-covid but the beautiful music from 
our Sanctuary Choir, organ, Joyful Ringers! handbell ensemble, and guest 
instrumentalists will enliven worship at 10:30. 

December 21 – Longest Night Service in the Sanctuary at 7:00 PM. We acknowledge  
that the holidays are a challenge for those who are grieving or depressed, but the 
love of God remains steadfast. 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
• The 5:00 PM Christmas Eve worship will be a family-friendly service and 

features a "pop-up pageant" for all who wish to participate! 
• The Christmas Eve organ prelude with selections by Marvin Mills will begin at 

9:30 PM. 
• The traditional candlelight evening worship service is offered at 10:00 PM. 

December 26 – first Sunday of Christmastide. There will be only a single service at  
 10:30 AM. All are welcome! 
 

  
 

 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 



Benedixisti, Domine, terram tuam (Offertory for Advent III); (Lord, Thou Hast Blessed the Land, 
Psalm 85: 1) by Gerald Near. From A Gregorian Liturgical Year, Vol. 1, copyright 2000 
Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Call to Worship: adapted from Rev. Sarah Speed, A Sanctified Art.  Used by permission. 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Annointed. Words: James Montgomery (1821). Music: Gesangbuch der H. W. k. 
Hofkapelle (1784), alt; adapt. & harm. by H. W. Monk (1868). Public domain. 
 

Opening Prayer:  Feasting on the Word Worship Companion year B, vol. 2, p. 247. Used by 
permission. 
 

O Come and Dwell in Me. Words: Charles Wesley, alt. Music: Irish melody, arr. Arlen Clarke. 
Copyright 2010, St. James Music Press. All rights reserved. 
 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

The First Song of Isaiah. Words: from The Book of Common Prayer, canticle 9. Music: Jack 
Noble White. Copyright 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. (Admin. by Alfred Publishing 
Co., Inc.). . Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 
 

Prelude on Burleigh by Richard Billingham, copyright 1996 Augsburg Fortress. Permission to 
stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Doxology (Old 100th). Words: Thomas Ken (1674). Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551). 
Public domain. 
 

Blessed Be the God of Israel. Words: Michael Perry (1973). Music: Hal H. Hopson (1983). 
Copyright Hope Publishing Co. Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All 
rights reserved. 
 

Herr Gott, nun sei Depreiset, BWV 601 (Lord God, Now Be Praised) by J. S. Bach. Public domain. 
 

  
 

  
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Coffee Hour – Sunday, Dec. 12. The Justice and Compassion Team invites you to 
coffee, cocoa, and cookies on December 12 following the 10:30 AM worship service. 



J&C will serve ethically-sourced coffee from Black Acres Roastery, a Black-owned 
roaster in the Highlandtown district of Baltimore. We’ll be outdoors in the Mitchell 
Street courtyard (by the office doors) so don't forget your coat and mittens! 
 

United Methodist Student Sunday Special Offering – Dec. 12. As one of the 
designated “Special Sundays” in The United Methodist Church, the funds received 
from this offering go into the United Methodist Student Loan Fund administered by 
the UMC General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 100% of the dollars given 
on Student Sunday go to fund grants, scholarships, and loans for United Methodist 
students to attend the college of their choice. There are over 70 scholarships available 
annually, and the number of students served can increase with generous giving. Did 
you know, United Methodist Student Day was the original Special Sunday? The fund 
was first established in 1872! Use the offering envelope or donate at stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

Poinsettia Orders – Dec. 12. The poinsettias that will grace the Sanctuary starting Dec. 
24 and the wreaths on our doors are given each year in honor and memory of loved 
ones and to the glory of God by members and friends of St. Paul’s. Poinsettias this 
year are $20 each and are available in red or white. Visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/poinsettias to order poinsettias online and pay by credit card. 
Paper poinsettia order forms for payment by cash or check are available in the 
Narthex on Sunday, December 12. To sponsor wreaths, contact Tracey Furman at 
tfurman@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 106. 
 

SPY Christmas Party – Sunday, December 12. Middle School 4:30-6:00, High School 
7:00-8:30 PM. This is our final youth event for the calendar year! Our annual SPY 
Christmas Party will held in our youth lounge during our normal youth group times! 
We’ll have some Christmas themed games to play and our annual ornament 
exchange! What do you need to bring? Yourself, your mask, your favorite Christmas 
apparel (t-shirt, sweater, hat, suit, etc.), and a wrapped ornament priced at $5 or less 
to exchange! Friends and guests are welcome – just have them bring an ornament too 
so no one is left out. Then SPY will take a break with no meetings Dec. 19-Jan. 2. 
Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org with questions or visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

Advent of Action: Books to Prisons – Dec. 12. Today begins the third week of J&C's 
Advent of Action program. Nearly one percent of American adults are incarcerated; 
the highest rate in the world. Many prisoners have little access to books or educational 



material. Each year, DC Books to Prisons, formerly a program of Foundry UMC in 
Washington DC, sends more than 7,000 book packages to prisoners in over 600 
prisons in the United States in 34 states. To support DC Books to Prisons, please 
consider donating English or Spanish books – paperback only – in good condition in 
the Narthex. J&C will collect donated items through January 9, 2022. Please refer to 
the flyer or the Advent for Action guide for a list of requested titles and other ways to 
serve as the hands and feet of Christ. 
 

Scattered for Service – Now through Dec. 19. Our Alternative Gift program and virtual 
catalog are now available at stpaulsk.org/service/scattered-for-service. The full list of 
organizations and order forms can also be found in the December Epistle. Your 
donations help the organization(s) you designate serve the needs of those facing 
homelessness, hunger, educational and economic challenges, and more. Give someone 
you love this “alternative gift” instead of more “stuff” and help make this a 
meaningful Christmas for all. The traditional Scattered for Service cards and 
envelopes for announcing your designated gifts will be delivered to you in person or 
via the church office. 
 

Karaoke Caroling – Dec. 23, 7:00-8:00 PM. Come sing with neighbors around the 
fountain in Kensington’s Flinn Park. There will be a screen, singing, laughter, and joy. 
 

Holiday Giving Contributions – Last year, your compassion helped make the 
holidays brighter for 142 families in our area, including 245 children. Although we 
deeply miss the annual Cookies & Carols party and stacks of donated gifts under the 
Giving Tree, our Hunger Ministry coordinators developed a plan that gives families 
maximum flexibility to select meaningful presents and prevents the possibility of 
covid-19 spreading among families and children who are only just eligible to begin 
receiving the vaccines. This year, we will be distributing department store gift cards 
for Hunger Ministry families and referrals from the Montgomery County Dept. of 
Health & Human Services holiday giving program. If you would like to contribute 
toward these special Christmas gift cards, visit stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving. 
Checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “holiday giving” in the memo 
line, and mailed or dropped off in the office. 
 

Holiday Hours and Staff Availability – The building will be closed for Christmas 
Break, December 27-31, 2021. Our Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, Dr. Meg 
Baker, is currently on Sabbath Renewal leave and will be returning the first week of 



January 2022. Other staff members will be using vacation time during the holidays; 
please contact individuals directly to make an appointment. 
 

Pledges & Thank You Gifts – Your support makes it possible for St. Paul’s to do 
everything we do. Each household that pledges for 2022 will receive a St. Paul’s 
folding camp chair as a special “thank you.” To pick up your chair, visit Micah 
Smartt’s office today or Dec. 19 after the 10:30 service, or during office hours. Blank 
pledge forms are available in the church office. You may also mail the form or pledge 
online at stpaulsk.org/giving and pick up your thank-you gift in the coming weeks. 
 

Virtual Advent Craft Workshop – This year, we are sharing a virtual version of the 
Advent Craft tradition. Follow along as St. Paul’s leaders show viewers of all ages 
how to put together nifty seasonal crafts. Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas. 
 

Lydia Circle – The Lydia Circle will not meet at St. Paul’s during December, but will 
have a holiday dinner at a restaurant. All interested ladies should contact Susan 
Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 

Advent Devotional Booklets – Copies of Advent: A Calendar of Devotions are available 
in the Narthex and are free for all. These slim booklets contain a scripture selection, a 
devotion, and a short prayer for each day of the Advent season. 
 

Adult Study Groups – Both the Wednesday Study Group and the Saturday 
Reflections Bible Study group have wrapped up our studies for 2021. We will not 
meet for the remainder of the calendar year, but look forward to more adult study 
opportunities in 2022! 
 

Martha Circle – January 5, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. The Martha Circle plans to hold 
meetings on the first Wednesday of each month in the Octagon. Ladies may join us for 
lunch and fellowship. Contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg (mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-
770-7624) for the latest news and updates. 
 

Taste & Sing – January 18, 2022, 12:00 noon. We’re back! After singing some favorite 
hymns together in the Octagon, staff will share a short program on a composer or 
lyricist so we can learn more about the stories behind the songs. Stay for a tasty lunch; 
donations welcome. No musical experience or registration needed! 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 



Monday Night Study: The Wired Word – Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM via Zoom. Join 
facilitator Mike McCurry for a weekly discussion connecting news with matters of 
faith and scripture. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to receive articles 
in advance, or drop in using Zoom Meeting ID 826 2523 1064; passcode 784482. 
 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes a variety of prayer forms 
with 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer. Call/text Kenzie Raulin for details: 
301-237-1520. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s, 7:00-8:30 
PM on the following dates: Dec 13. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner 
(kdc811@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 

Daily Breath Schedule – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are 
designed to help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of 
sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit 
facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Cards and Care – Visit the Welcome Desk to drop off unused cards, or to pick up pre-
addressed pre-stamped cards to send to members and friends. You can also find a 
copy of the full Congregational Care list. 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Renovation Update – We have received approval from the Montgomery County 
Dept. of Permitting Services and are working out details with our contractors! When 
we break ground, work will mainly impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

   



 

 Visitor Information 
 

Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this 
form with the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in 
touch. You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 
 
 

Email: 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 


