
 



 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ORDER OF WORSHIP SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. Wherever you are 
on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children into our community of 
God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. As we gather in-person, we will err on 
the side of caution and expect all those present today to wear masks, covering the mouth and nose, 
regardless of vaccination status. Other announcements and more helpful information can be found on 
the following pages.  
 

  
 

 Gathering for Worship 
 (* - please stand in body or spirit) 
 

Announcements (9:00 & 10:30) Lay Leader 
 

Prelude (10:30 only)     Elevation George Walker 
 

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30)  Lay Reader 
Leader: So much in life is unpredictable. 
ALL:  Life begins and ends. 
Leader: The weather changes. 
ALL: Love surprises us. 
Leader: Doors close. 
ALL: Others open. 
Leader: Life is unpredictable, but what we can count on is finding God in this space; 
ALL: For this is God’s house, and all are welcome. 
Leader: So bring your questions and concerns, your doubts and wonderings,  
 For in the midst of this unpredictable life, we can predict this: 
ALL: Love lives here. Let us worship God. 

 

*Hymn #211 (9:00 & 10:30)    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1-4) 
 

Prayer of Illumination (9:00 & 10:30)  Lay Reader 
God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we 
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias. 



Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you 
do, clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying. Amen. 

 

Moment of Silence to Remember September 11, 2001  (9:00 & 10:30) 
 

Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 & 10:30) The United Methodist Hymnal, #895 
 

 Proclamation of the Word 
 

John 20:19-29 (9:00 & 10:30) Lay Reader 
 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (9:00 & 10:30)  Lay Reader 
I believe in God, the Great Sower — who weaves us together in community, 

collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit— who hems us in before and behind, catching us when 

we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative.  
And I believe in Jesus Christ— who loved and claimed the people society had 

thrown out, refusing to disregard anyone as scrap.  



I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being, making us 
inherently worthy of love and belonging. 

I believe the fabric of my life is weak, that I am prone to error and need God’s 
handiwork to remind me of love.  

I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics, she is designed to 
be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.  

And I believe that when life unravels, God is there to stitch my wounds together, to 
hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love, and to invite me into a 
new journey. Amen. 

 

Anthem (10:30 only)     With a Voice of Singing Martin Shaw 
 Sanctuary Choir 
 

With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. 
O be joyful in God all ye lands, O sing praises to the honour of his name, 
Make his praise to be glorious.  

 

Children’s Moment (10:30 only)  Dr. Meg Baker 
 

*Hymn #354 (9:00 & 10:30)     I Surrender All 
 

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30)      “When the Unimaginable Happens” Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Invitation to Giving (9:00 & 10:30)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

Offertory (10:30 only)     Berceuse Louis Vierne 
 

*Hymn #94 (9:00 & 10:30) Doxology LASST UNS ERFRUEN 
 

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving and Communion (9:00 only) 
 

The Invitation  
The Great Thanksgiving  
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 



 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation and concludes: 
 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes: 
 L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 

ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 The pastor continues and concludes: 
 L:  All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 P:  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 only) The United Methodist Hymnal, #895 
 

Breaking the Bread (9:00 only) 
Giving the Bread & Cup (9:00 only) 

Please receive the wafer and juice packet. If you choose to partake here, be sure to place empty 
wrappers in the waste bins provided. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you 
prefer, you may take the communion packet and consume it prayerfully and safely at home. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 only) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

   Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #707  (9:00 & 10:30)      Hymn of Promise 
 

*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

Postlude (10:30 only)      Allegro assai vivace Felix Mendelssohn 
 

  
 



 WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 
 9:00 AND 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 John 4:1-29 
 Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, preaching 
 

  
 

 SYMPATHY 
 We extend our deepest sympathies to 
 Jim Smith, Jonathan Smith, Alison Seddon, and family  
 following the death of Gail Smith. 
 

  
 

 St. Paul’s Sunday 10:30 AM worship services are streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Prelude: Elevation by George Walker. Copyright 2021, Birnamwood Publications (MorningStar 
Music Publishers). Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 
#735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Call to Worship, Prayer of Illumination, Affirmation of Faith: by Sarah Are for A Sanctified Art 
LLC, sanctifiedart.org. Used by permission. 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Words: 9th century Latin; Trans st. 1 & 3 The Hymnal (1940); st. 2, 
Henry Sloane Coffin (1916), st. 4, Laurence Hull Stookey (1986). Music: 15th century French, arr. 
bny Thomas Helmore (1854), public domain.  Copyright 1989, The United Methodist Publishing 
House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. 
All rights reserved. 
 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition (NRSVUE), copyright 2021 National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

With a Voice of Singing. Words & Music by Martin Shaw, copyright 1923 & 1953, J. Curwen & Sons 
Ltd. (Admin. by Music Sales Corporation). Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. 
All rights reserved. 
 

I Surrender All. Words: J. W. Van Deventer (1896). Music: W. S. Weeden (1896). Public domain.  
 

Offertory:  Berceuse by Louis Vierne, from 24 Pieces in Free Style. Public domain. 
 

Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LASST UNS ERFREUEN). Words: Thomas 
Ken (1674), adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira (1978). Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange (1623), harm. Ralph 



Vaughan Williams (1906). Adapt. copyright 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Hymn of Promise. Words & Music: Natalie Sleeth (1986). Copyright 1986 by Hope Publishing. 
Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 
 

Postlude: Allegro assai vivace by Felix Mendelssohn, from Sonata No. 1. Public domain. 
 

  
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Renovation News to Know – Please visit spaulsk.org/community/renovation for more 
information and behind-the-scenes photos. 

• This Week: We have a working water fountain with a water bottle filling station in 
the office hallway. The accessible Family Restroom in the office hall is available; 
please give priority to those with mobility issues or very young children. 
Additional restrooms are near Fellowship Hall, near the MPR, or take the elevator 
to the second or third floor of the education wing for accessible restrooms.  

• Out of Service: Most restrooms in the office wing are not yet functional. Parking lot 
areas closest to the church, the parking lot door, and nearby sidewalks are 
unavailable. The Memorial Garden is inaccessible. The Octagon is closed. Phones 
are disconnected. We are unable to take drop-off/pick-up items at the church.  

• Weekdays: Access to the building during the week is by appointment only; please 
email clergy & staff to make appointments. No visitors are allowed in work areas. 
Staff will flex hours on-site or work from home to avoid peak construction times.  

 

Today: Children’s Programming – Sunday, Sept. 11. Children are invited to be in worship 
today and experience the rhythm of the worship service. Nursery care is available for 
infants and preschoolers during both services. “Busy Bags” with quiet activities are also 
available at the Welcome Desk. See below for more about Sunday School programming! 
 

SAM Info – The Simplified Accountability Model would allow St. Paul’s to combine 
currently existing committees into two groups, with a goal of simplified communication 
among church leaders and a more effective ministry in our church and local community. 
To read more and find a *pdf with details, visit stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events and 
click the button “SAM Guide.” 
 



Back to Choir Month – Participating in music ministry is a rewarding way to be involved 
in the worship life of the church! Email Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org. 

• Sanctuary Choir is welcoming new and returning members! We begin Sept. 11 at 
9:30 AM in room 211 but you can still join in coming weeks!  

• Come learn about possible plans for the fall and share your ideas at the Sanctuary 
Choir Town Hall following the end of the 10:30 worship service today, Sept. 11. 

• Joyful Ringers bell ensemble will begin on Wednesday, September 21 at 7:00 PM in 
Room 109. No prior music experience needed - if you can count to eight, you can 
ring bells with us! 

 

Still Wednesday Fall Schedule – Wednesdays beginning Sept 14. We are coming back from 
summer break with a weekly space for reflection, silent prayer, calm and connection in a 
noisy world. The exact format changes week to week, but typically offers: poetry, 
scripture, or art; 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer; a chance to reflect privately or 
share. For up-to-date meeting info, contact Kenzie Raulin (301-237-1520, 
Kenzie@krdesign.net). Gathering outdoors as weather permits or by Zoom.  
 

Sunday School Kick-Off & Christian Education Sunday – register by Sept. 11, starts Sept. 
18. Next week, Sept. 18, is Christian Education Sunday, when third graders will be 
recognized and receive their own Bibles, teachers will be consecrated, and Sunday School 
classes for children in Grade 5 and younger will begin! Please help us plan by registering 
your child(ren) by September 11; go to stpaulsk.org/community/children and click the 
Sunday School Registration button. (We will still take walk-in registrations as our 
numbers allow.) Contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org if you have questions or 
would like to be added to the Sunday School email list. 
 

Taste & Sing – Tuesday, Sept. 20, 12:00 PM. We begin our casual program of food and 
song by singing a few favorite hymns by request, then our leader for the day shares some 
details about a particular composer or author and we sing some of their hymns. Finally 
we enjoy a tasty lunch prepared by Ginny Hagberg. No musical experience needed. There 
is no cost (donations for lunch are welcome). Contact Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org) if 
you plan to attend. Drop-ins welcome, but your RSVP helps us plan! 
 

Teachers Needed! – Please consider volunteering to serve in rotation as a Sunday School 
teacher, floater, or helper this year. Just reach out to Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org). 
Materials and training will be provided. We are looking to assemble a roster of teachers 
soon to allow time for training, background checks, and scheduling. Thank you! 
 



Read-Thru-the-Bible – Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7:00 PM. We are on a two-year journey to read 
through the Bible together. Find the reading plan online at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-
education. The next Zoom Q&A session to share your thoughts and questions will be Sept. 
27. Log in using this info: meeting ID: 881 4352 9549; passcode: 206044. 
 

Church Council Meeting – Sept. 28, 7:00 PM. All members of St. Paul’s are welcome and 
encouraged to attend Church Council meetings. Please email or phone Bill Butz 
(william.butz@icloud.com, 240-205-0964), and he will send you the Zoom link in the days 
before the meeting. At the September 28 meeting, we will vote on reports to be presented 
at Church Conference. 
 

Bouquets for Bethesda Help – Through September, the Giant Food Store at 7142 
Arlington Road in Bethesda MD is donating $1 to Bethesda Help every time a bouquet of 
flowers with a purple hanging tag is purchased at this store. Bethesda Help is one of our 
partners in fighting hunger in our part of the county through their food pantry programs. 
 

Phone System – Your clergy and staff are still here for you – we just don’t have office 
phones right now. Please email us. During renovation, our telephone wires had to be 
physically removed, and we are replacing the aging phone system. 
 

A Note from Pastor Joey – As approved by the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 
Associate Pastor Rev. Joey Heath-Mason is on paternity leave while he and Matthew care 
for their new infant son Andre. Pastor Joey’s first day back at St. Paul’s will be Sunday, 
September 18. Thank you for your support! 
 

Church Conference Scheduled – Our annual church conference will be held Tuesday 
October 11, 2022 at 7:00 PM via Zoom. This is the annual “business” meeting of the local 
church where decisions are made about our leadership, updating the church membership 
roll, hearing the report of the pastor, and approving the clergy compensation packages. 
Reports will be available a week in advance upon request. All full church members have a 
voice and vote.  
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Daily Breath – Wednesdays, 9:00 AM. These once-a-week live online sessions provide a 
morning time of sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy, staff, or volunteer 
leaders designed to help keep us calm and connected. Visit facebook.com/stpaulskensington - 
no Facebook account required. 
 



Wednesday Bible Study: Sermon Safari – Wednesdays in September, 4:00-5:00 PM by Zoom. 
For this Sermon Discussion Group, each session includes viewing a particular sermon 
selected by one of the group participants, and then discussing and responding to the 
message preached. This is a no-prep, no-stress, come-when-you-can opportunity! To 
participate contact Dr. Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org. 
 

Second Saturday Bible Study – On the second Saturday of each month, 10:00-11:00 AM, 
we offer a morning Zoom gathering featuring the videos, studies, and podcasts from The 
Bible Project (www.bibleproject.com). All are welcome! For more info or the Zoom link, 
please contact Dr. Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org. 
 

Assistance for Migrants – The UMC's Baltimore-Washington Conference invites all who 
are able to support the ongoing work of Capitol Hill UMC in offering immediate respite 
and helping meet basic needs of legal immigrants being bussed to Washington DC from 
Texas and Arizona. Please read more at stpaulsk.org/service/justice-and-compassion and find 
links to donate through the BWC, and contact information if you wish to donate items 
directly to Capitol Hill UMC or want to volunteer. 
 

Hunger Ministry – We continue to serve hungry families in the 20895 ZIP code, even 
through the renovation! New volunteers and those able to step in month-by-month are 
welcome! To volunteer, email hunger@stpaulsk.org. Your continued donations of 
financial support and non-perishable grocery items from our pantry lists make this 
possible. Find the items we need at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry. To make a financial 
donation, visit stpaulsk.org/giving or make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “Hunger 
Ministry” on the memo line. Thank you! 
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening ear 
as they navigate life challenges like birth and death, job changes, divorce, illness, or 
depression. Contact Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org) to learn more. 
 

Yarn Ministry – Meeting by Zoom twice a month. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen 
Codner (kdc811@gmail.com). 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 
   



 Visitor Information 
 
Thank you for joining us! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this form 
with the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in touch. 
You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
Name(s):  
 
Email: 
 
Phone: 
 
Home Address: 
 
How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 


