
The UUFP Blast  

Live our UU Principles  

A weekly reminder of Fellowship & related activities – issue 10/14/21  

 Monthly Theme: Cultivating Relationship 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 

Service Begins at 10:30am 
 

(Our first "DUAL PLATFORM" service) 
“Today Will Be a Joyful Day: Enter, Rejoice and Come In!” 

Rev. Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 
 

Service starts at 10:30 am (Zoom room opens at 10:00 am)  
You can join this meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone.  

 

https://zoom.us/j/327711271  
  

Password: 792394  
You can also dial in using your phone.  

+1 646 558 8656  
When asked, enter 327 711 271#  

Password: 792394   
 

ALERT!      ZOOM - PLUS     ALERT! 
Sunday Oct. 17, Dual Platform Service 

 
Our familiar ZOOM link will be active as usual. In addition, a limited number of seats in the Main Meeting Room 

will be open for registered attendees. If you are interested in attending in person,  
email RSVP@uupok.org or phone 845-471-6580  

with a message giving the name of each person who would like to come.  
 

The entire program will be available for everyone to share. Cameras will show the people and activity in the 
meeting room to those signed into the ZOOM broadcast.  

Screens in the room will show the ZOOM attendees to the folks at the Fellowship.  
 

To make distancing possible, in-person attendance is limited to the first 30 people who reserve. If you have not 
reserved, you will be admitted that morning if there is space. Otherwise, we invite you to the list as first in line 

for the next dual platform gathering.  
 

There will be a sign-in sheet which includes an affirmation that: 
 

        -You are either fully vaccinated or had a negative Covid test within the past 3 days 
      -You will remain fully masked while indoors except while speaking from a designated location 

      -You will maintain social distance while indoors, except within your family or with other close associates 
 

Coffee hour will be outdoors only. Bring your own drinks and snacks. All of the meeting room doors will be open 
for maximum ventilation, so dress for the weather. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/327711271
mailto:RSVP@uupok.org


Signup and other details will also be on our Web site.  
 

We are still working out how to welcome families with small, unvaccinated children, providing both childcare and 
a revitalized Religious Education program. We are not forgetting you, just need to be confident we are offering 

good and safe solutions. 
 

This will be exciting news for some, and perhaps worrisome news for others. Dual Platform acknowledges that 
some are comfortable inside with others, given the precautions the Fellowship is taking. Others are too far away 
or do not yet feel safe in larger gatherings. We want to offer this choice to everyone, so you can make your own 
decisions. There is still a possibility we would have to cancel, if the Dutchess and Ulster Covid risk level rises to 

Extreme Red, but that seems unlikely. 
 

As in all aspects of our lives, we each must make choices between risk and desire. This has always been true, but 
COVID has made that choice urgently visible. Our Fellowship community has sustained us through the past year-

and-a-half; we look to this new phase to strengthen those connections.  
See you Sunday, in whichever form you choose. 

OCTOBER COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING 
The date of the October Coordinating Council Meeting has been changed to OCTOBER 16th from 9-10:30am  

via Zoom.  Please contact Jill Barasch at jillbarasch@gmail.com if you have any questions.   

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  
The Fifth Sunday collection on October 31 will be taken for CROP Hunger Walk 

(https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021). This is an event sponsored by Church World Service that is 
undertaken in towns and cities across the nation to raise money to end hunger.  When it is in person, the 

Fellowship serves as a stopping point. This year it will be virtual, so we will collect our congregation's donations 
virtually on October 31. However, you may also choose to walk on your own -- register through the website. 

25% of the money raised stays in the host community to support local hunger fighting efforts. 

 
Our new Governor, Kathy Hochul, has promised to distribute money that the federal government has sent 
to the states to help homeowners and renters pay their mortgages/rent to prevent eviction. Geri Willmott 

has crafted a sample letter that we suggest you send to Gov. Hochul urging her to expedite this 
distribution. Contact Pat Lamanna at patla42@gmail.com and she will send you the sample letter. You can send 
it by mail to The Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of New York State, NYS State Capitol Building, Albany, NY 
12224; or by email by accessing this website: https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form 

2. If you or someone you know is at risk of homelessness due to not being able to pay their rent or 
mortgage, you can advise them to contact Community Voices Heard at 845-296-9164. They will assist in 

applying for Emergency Rental Assistance funds. (These are the funds we're writing to Gov. Hochul about, that 
need to be released.) 

 
The Beacon Prison Rides Project gives rides to people coming from NYC to visit their incarcerated loved ones. 
They are looking for volunteers to offer rides from the Poughkeepsie train station to local prisons in the area. 

For more information about this project, go to https://prisonridesproject.org/. To receive the volunteer 
guidelines, email Pat Lamanna at patla42@gmail.com. The organizer is Laurie Dick. She can be reached at 845-
288-1865, or email BeaconPrisonRides@gmail.com If you are interested in volunteering, you can sign up here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uZMDhAzcc9pjPYk8lvhJHIBzJO_QSOK4lCHo27KbusE/viewform?edit_r 
equested=true 
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UUFP SENIOR GROUP NEWS  
There are no beginning age limits to be welcome into the Senior Group here at the Fellowship. We are a 
welcoming group, and we welcome people who consider themselves seniors, or would like to have some 

practice! We also would welcome others who would just like to stop by to chat with us WISE ONES!!! 
 

Right now, we meet on Zoom every Wednesday afternoon at 3:00 pm. Usually topics are introduced at the spur 
of the moment, and our discussion leads from there. Sometimes we tell jokes or play silly games, and 

sometimes we just enjoy each other's company. If you want a topic introduced in advance, please email me 
your ideas, and I will get the word out. 

   
PLEASE JOIN US! 

Here is the link: https://zoom.us/j/93093362723 It's always the same.  
 

Laura A.G. Bracken * (PenelopeTwinkler@gmail.com) 845-240-1360 (home) * 845-249-9083 (cell) 

THE CARING CIRCLE 
Lyn Burnstine, long-time member (1964-1979 and again in recent years). She is under Hospice care for heart 

failure and COPD. She welcomes short, scheduled visits with her UUFP friends. Her phone is (845) 483-0650 and 
email grammylyn1@gmail.com If you do talk to Lyn, ask her about the old days at UUFP, and the 73 different 

UU churches and Fellowships across the country where she has presented musical worship services. 
It´s been quite a saga. 

 
We hold Beatrix Clarke in our hearts as she journeys through this final chapter of her life at a hospice in 

Switzerland with the loving care of her family and friends nearby. Beatrix was at peace with her life as she 
parted from family and friends here in the United States. We keep Beatrix and her family and friends on both 

sides of the Atlantic in our thoughts.  
 

If you need caring, please send an e-mail to: caringcircle@uupok.org   
Or contact either Betsy Silverstein or Kathy Boone directly:   

Kathy Boone: kathyboone@verizon.net | home: 845-454-6288, cell: 845-625-3148   
Betsy Silverstein: edgsilver@hotmail.com | home: 845-471-5893, cell: 914-456-4209  

UUFP 70TH ANNIVERSARY 
“The Rainbow Connection” is the theme of our Anniversary Celebration.  

It connotes a happy and diverse atmosphere in our interconnectedness with all. 
 

Plans include compiling a booklet of UUFP history, photo memories and member-written poetry. You are 
encouraged to submit your photos (noting activity, location, names as best you can) and written works.  

Call Pat Lamanna ASAP (845-309-3853) to discuss how best to get your material to her. 

SOUL MATTERS SMALL GROUPS ARE BEGINNING  
Signup is still open for monthly small groups based on the Soul Matters program. The groups are 
beginning to meet but will accept new members until their November meetings. The themes and 

discussion points coordinate with themes for Sunday worship, giving us a chance to explore a topic in 
different ways during the month. Information about the groups available is on our website 

at: https://www.uupok.org/spiritual-expeditions/soul-matters   
  

To sign up for a group, or if you have any questions, please contact Paula Greenspan, 845-453-
7282 paulahobbit@yahoo.com 
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SOUUPALOOZA! 
SoUUp Specials include: Unstuffed Cabbage (3); Russian Borscht (2); Ukrainian Borscht (1); Spanish Rice Chili (3). 

Talk about diversity! 
 

To purchase from the SoUUps Galore shelf ($10 per celestial container), simply use your UUFP key to access the 
lobby (remember to mask & social distance as necessary), choose your soup(s), log your selections along with 

method of payment on the provided form. (Also, complete the BOT document regarding entering the building). 
Make out check to UUFP, (noting “SoUUP Sale” in the memo line) leave payment in box provided at the soup 

station. If you do not have UUFP key and need to request delivery, call Pat Lamanna, Pick Up/Delivery 
Coordinator, at 845-309-3853. She will arrange delivery or pickup. Delivery driver will collect check or cash from 

you. Checks can be mailed to UUFP * 67 S. Randolph Ave * Poughkeepsie NY 12601. 
 

Purchasers may also use PayPal found on our UUFP website. Please note “SoUUP Sale” in memo box. 

FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF WESTCHESTER NEEDS DONATIONS 
The First Unitarian Society of Westchester in Hastings-on-Hudson sustained severe flood damage when 

Hurricane Ida came through. (Some may remember that we shared an interim minister, Viola Abbitt, two years 
ago.) They are currently meeting online, and sometimes also in person at the home of their pianist. More 

information about the flooding here: https://www.fusw.org/2021floodinfo.html.  
 

You can make a donation to help them recover and rebuild at  
https://www.gofundme.com/f/2y8pp-first-unitarian-society-flood-

recovery?member=13736827&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-
sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer. 

  

 

The weekly Blast is published on Thursdays.   
Please send input to TheBlast@uupok.org by Monday @ noon.  
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