
The UUFP Blast  

Live our UU Principles  

A weekly reminder of Fellowship & related activities – issue 4/15/21  

 Monthly Theme: Becoming 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Service Begins at 10:30am 
 

“A Community of Curiosity” 
Rev Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 

 
Service starts at 10:30 am (Zoom room opens at 10:00 am)  

You can join this meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone.  
 

https://zoom.us/j/327711271  
  

Password: 792394  
You can also dial in using your phone.  

+1 646 558 8656  
When asked, enter 327 711 271#  

Password: 792394   
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR BARBARA TIGER 
The memorial service for beloved, long-time member Barbara Tiger will be held at 3:00pm on April 17, 2021.  
The Zoom link for that service is provided below. You can also find it and all events in the UUFP calendar at 

https://uufp.org/uufp-google-calendar/.  
 

Barbara was a very long-time member whose many volunteer activities touched so many in the congregation.  
Please celebrate her life with her family.   

 
Zoom Meeting Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5690049086?pwd=T1JNQ3pxSjR0cmV2Y00zMGMvMWoxZz09  
 

Meeting ID: 569 004 9086 
Passcode: 928951 

 
One tap mobile 

+16468769923,,5690049086#,,,,*928951# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,5690049086#,,,,*928951# US (Washington DC) 

 
Meeting ID: 569 004 9086 | Passcode: 928951 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdMSYYdj7n  
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS 
“Kiss the Ground” is a new film about how regenerating the world’s soils has the potential to rapidly stabilize 

Earth’s climate, restore lost ecosystems, and create abundant food supplies. This film explains why transitioning 
to regenerative agriculture could be key in rehabilitating the planet, while simultaneously invigorating a new 

https://zoom.us/j/327711271
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sense of hope and inspiration in viewers. This film has been chosen as the featured film of Interfaith Power & 
Light’s Faith Climate Action Week, April 16-25, 2021. Our theme this year is Sacred Ground: Cultivating 

Connections between our Food, our Faith, and the Climate.  
To register to view the film streamed to your home during Climate Action Week, as well as a webinar 

conversation with the award-winning filmmaker of Kiss the Ground, Josh Tickell, and Veronica Kyle, the 
Statewide Outreach Director of IPL affiliate Faith in Place, on April 21, 11am PT/2pm ET, use this link: 

https://interfaithpowerandlight.salsalabs.org/trpfilm2021kisstheground/index.html   
I have viewed this film and recommend it very highly. The more of us watch the film and learn about the 
connection between agriculture and climate change, the more we will be able to take meaningful action. 

- Pat Lamanna 
******************************************** 

An Introduction to NYUUJ (New York Unitarian Universalist Justice) 
 

UUs are most powerful when they unite for a common cause.  Many states have long standing UU Legislative 
Action groups that advocate for our values at the state level.  Now NY is getting our chance to form such a 

group and we are in on the ground floor.  This is a truly exciting opportunity and one with which we hope the 
congregation will engage effectively for many years to come. 

 

 During the summer of 2020, UUs interested in forming a state-wide social justice network began meeting on 
zoom.  Large and small congregations from suburban Long Island, urban Albany and rural Catskills met to 

explore creating a network to promote grass roots change as well as state legislation.  We filled out 
questionnaires and looked at how neighboring states organized their groups.   

As a result, we have begun to focus on three issue areas: 
1) Criminal justice reform (HALT act, which has been signed into law) 

2) Environmental justice (CCIA Climate and Community Investment Act S7645) 
3) Medically assisted end of life 

 

Some congregations may have other special issues of concern.  For example, farming areas may be drawn to 
support migrant workers. 

 

The CCIA puts a tax on NY polluters of $55 per ton.  This carbon tax money is then used to create green jobs 
especially targeting women (who have been disproportionately affected by COVID layoffs), the formerly 

incarcerated, as well as frontline communities who have borne the brunt of pollution.  One-third of these funds 
will go towards community solar projects; energy efficient schools, homes and apartment complexes; as well as, 

adapting infrastructure.  Our out-of-network partner in this effort is New York Renews and the Long Island 
Progressive Coalition. 

 

These were selected from priorities mentioned in survey data, as well as issues uppermost in the consciousness 
of UUs.  Efforts are being directed by Rev. Sam Trumbore, Minister, Albany UU; Peggy Sherman, Albany UU; 

Rev. Peggy Clarke, Minister, Community Church of NY; Claire DeRoche, UU Congregation of Shelter Rock; Rev.  
Jude Geiger, Minister UU Fellowship of Huntington; Rev. Kristina Church, Minister, First Unitarian Society of 

Westchester. 
 

While the final structure of the network has not been finalized, it will primarily be formed by congregations, 
although individuals would be allowed to be members.  To finance the efforts, each congregation is being asked 

to contribute one-quarter of one percent or $2.50 for every $1000 of their budget. 
 

Geri Willmott, Nick Garin, and other members of the Social Justice Committee have attended some of these 
meetings and will be going to the Board of Trustees to ask for commitment to engage and fund this work. We 

intend to participate as a congregation with this new collaboration. 
 

-Geri Willmott, Pat Lamanna, and Reverend Alexa 

https://interfaithpowerandlight.salsalabs.org/trpfilm2021kisstheground/index.html


TOWN HALLS 
Before our Fellowship year comes to a close, we'll have two Town Halls on Sundays following the service. These 
are chances to learn about and discuss issues before they come up for a vote at our Corporate Meeting. Please 

join us on Zoom. Your voice is important. 
 

April 25: 8th Principle. We've had several Sunday services on this topic, and it's been requested that we vote on 
adopting it for our congregation. Here's a chance for reflection and discussion on this topic. 

 
May 16: Budget. By this point, the Stewardship campaign will be finished, and we'll have a proposed budget. 

Come and learn about our finances and give input. 
 

June 13: Corporate Meeting. A formal notice will go out later but please mark your calendar now. This is where 
we elect officers and other positions, adopt a budget, and do the other work of our congregation. We NEED 

participation by a quorum of members and we can't bribe you with brownies and other goodies over Zoom so 
we rely on your sense of responsibility. Thanks! 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

The next meeting of the Membership Committee will be on Thursday, May 6th at 7pm. We welcome both 
members and friends to join this committee, so feel free to come to our meeting. Contact me, if you'd like to 

attend, or if you have any suggestions or questions about our group.  
 

Minute People Needed: We need one or two people who can join our committee to play the role of clerk or 
note taker. Please consider this! We know you're out there somewhere! 

 

Getting to Know Us 
Getting to Know Us is the name of the two events planned by the Membership Committee for people who are 
interested in becoming members of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie, or just people who 

want to learn more about us.  

April 22nd at 7:00 p.m. & May 22nd at 1:00 p.m. 

Each of these events will be about an hour, to an hour and a half, and will include a little bit about the history of 
the UUFP as well as testimonies from members and friends, followed by a question-and-answer period. Please 

call, text, or email me to let us know if you are interested. 

Laura A.G. Bracken * (PenelopeTwinkler@gmail.com) 845-240-1360 (home) * 845-249-9083 (cell)  

UUFP SENIOR GROUP NEWS  

YES! We are still meeting on Zoom Every Wednesday Afternoon at 3:00 pm.  

PLEASE JOIN US!  

There are no age limits or ID requirements. We don't have to wear masks, and although we live in separate 
homes, social distancing is not required. If you want to introduce a topic, you can email or call me in advance--

or bring it up once we're on together. 

Here is the link: https://zoom.us/j/93093362723  

 

It's always the same. 

IN ADDITION, 

mailto:PenelopeTwinkler@gmail.com
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Spring is here! We would like to plan some socially distanced outings for those of us who are willing and able. 
Please let me know if you're interested in this. Also, we are interested in planning other Zoom events to which 

the whole congregation will be invited. Suggestions are welcome.  
Laura A.G. Bracken * (PenelopeTwinkler@gmail.com) 845-240-1360 (home) * 845-249-9083 (cell) 

THE CARING CIRCLE 
Please consider sending a card to:  

Estelle Frankel: The Landing at Poughkeepsie  
251 Boardman Road, Apt. 224, Poughkeepsie, NY, 12603) or call (845-462-1515)  

 

  One of our UUFP founding members, June Gillespie, now lives out of state.   
It would be a nice surprise for her to hear from some UUFP members/friends.  

June’s mailing address:  240 Springfield Ave, Suite 233, Westfield, NJ 07090  
 

Thank you to all the members and friends who have sent cards, made a caring call, visited homes, helped drive 
to an appointment, shopped for a member, cooked a meal, or done an errand for someone in our community 

during this past month!  We are grateful for your help.  
 

If you need caring, please send an e-mail to: caringcircle@uupok.org  
Or contact either Betsy Silverstein or Kathy Boone directly:  

Kathy Boone: kathyboone@verizon.net | home: 845-454-6288, cell: 845-625-3148  
Betsy Silverstein: edgsilver@hotmail.com | home: 845-471-5893, cell: 914-456-4209 

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY CHATS 
 Covid spread is up in our county and the BoT has now closed the building for all purposes.  But don't despair!  
Both Wednesday and Friday Chats are moving forward by Zoom.  We know it’s not the same, but we hope you 

will continue to show up and support one another with fun, and conversation and community.  We want to 
keep seeing your beautiful faces!  

Below are the links, and they are also on the UUFP calendar:   
 

Wednesday Midweek Chat 
Every Wednesday 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

https://zoom.us/j/95373831179?pwd=M3YvTzI3N2poaXdYYXdqTHJTdDJ1UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 953 7383 1179 Passcode: 792394 
One tap mobile 

+19292056099,,95373831179# US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 953 7383 1179 

 
 Friday Evening Chat 

Every Friday 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
https://zoom.us/j/94596466504?pwd=Tk81WUR1SzIwb2Z4Qy9IdnJGT3Z2Zz09  

 

Meeting ID: 945 9646 6504 
Passcode: 792394 

One tap mobile:  +19292056099,,94596466504# US (New York) 
Dial by your location:   +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

THE MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE 
The Ministerial Search Committee is preparing our listing for the UUA settlement office. This set of documents 

describes who we are, and what we are looking for in our next interim minister. You can email any of the 
committee members, if you have questions about this work.   Paul Hirsch, Chair 
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phirsch1@hvc.rr.com  Jill Barasch   jillbarasch@hotmail.com Bruce Epstein  
brucemepstein@gmail.com  Fran Sunderland fran@fbehr.net  

 

OH FOR THE LOVE OF SOUP!!! 
Gourmet-To-Go: Friendship - meaty pea & lentil (2), Vegetable Kale (3), Pasta e Fagioli (1), Multi-Bean (2). 

 
To purchase from the SoUUps Galore shelf ($10 per celestial container), simply use your UUFP key to access the 

lobby (remember to mask & social distance as necessary), choose your soup(s), log your selections along with 
method of payment on the provided form. (Also, complete the BOT document regarding entering the building). 
Make out check to UUFP,  (noting “SoUUP Sale” in the memo line) leave payment in box provided at the soup 

station. If you do not have UUFP key and need to request delivery, call Pat Lamanna, Pick Up/Delivery 
Coordinator, at 845-309-3853. She will arrange delivery or pickup.. Delivery driver will collect check or cash 

from you. Checks can be mailed to UUFP * 67 S. Randolph Ave * Poughkeepsie NY 12601. Purchasers may also 
use PayPal found on our UUFP website. Please note “SoUUP Sale” in memo box. 

VIRTUAL FORUM TO DISCUSS GUN VIOLENCE IN THE HUDSON VALLEY 
Please join New Yorkers Against Gun Violence Education Fund on Thursday, April 15th at 7pm, for a virtual 

forum to discuss gun violence in the Hudson Valley, and to explore solutions and strategies to keep our 
communities safer. 

 
This panel will feature Rebecca Fischer, NYAGV executive director; Matthew Shapiro, associate director of 

public affairs for the National Alliance on Mental Illness - New York State; Debra Long, program manager of 
SNUG Poughkeepsie; and gun violence prevention advocate Dr. Nancy Dodson, an adolescent medicine 

specialist. Sarah Kozloff, NYAGV Hudson Valley regional coordinator and former Vassar College professor will 
moderate.  

 
To register, click below: 

https://nyagv.salsalabs.org/hudsonvalleyforumapril2021/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=3b797290-
24f1-4f52-94ba-c4deba2f9c40 and you will be sent a Zoom link!  

VIRTUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021 
Just announced - Recognizing the importance of shared ministry and the many innovative approaches to 

worship created by congregations during the pandemic, UUA President, Rev. Dr. Susan Frederick-Gray, selected 
the First Universalist Church of Minneapolis to serve as worship leaders for this year's GA Sunday Morning 
Service. Music will be offered through collaboration with 2021 GA Choir Director Susan Mashiyama, the GA 

virtual choir, and musicians from First Universalist.  
The service will take place on Sunday, June 27 at noon ET. 

 
If you want to be a part of the GA virtual choir, registration is now open. and rehearsals begin on April 19. 

 
If you haven't registered for Virtual GA 2021 already, there is no better time than right now! Only registered 

attendees will have access to the NEW! GA app. So register early to join online discussions, familiarize yourself 
with the GA schedule, and find your place in our community of communities. Cost is $200. Financial aid and 

volunteer positions to help defray the cost are available.  
Registration and details at the UUA GA Website: https://www.uua.org/ga  

 

The weekly Blast is published on Thursdays.   
Please send input to TheBlast@uupok.org by Monday @ noon.  
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