
The UUFP Blast  

Live our UU Principles  

A weekly reminder of Fellowship & related activities – issue 2/4/21  

 Monthly Theme: Beloved Community 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 

Service Begins at 10:30am 
 

"Quakerism 101” 
Rev. Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 

 
A few weeks ago, Rev. Alexa was planning to lead us in a Quaker style service.   

Events prevailed back then, and she is pleased to now present Friends 101" 

 
Service starts at 10:30 am (Zoom room opens at 10:00 am)  

You can join this meeting from your computer, tablet, or smartphone.  
 

https://zoom.us/j/327711271  
  

Password: 792394  
You can also dial in using your phone.  

+1 646 558 8656  
When asked, enter 327 711 271#  

Password: 792394   
 

WALTER ENGEL 
Last Sunday, January 31st, beloved longtime UUFP member Walter Engel passed away peacefully at home 

with his family. He will be missed! 
 

For decades, Walter has been a guardian of our UUFP finances, meticulously keeping track of how our 
pledges are being paid and watching over our various bank and investment accounts. 

He has been an invaluable member of our Finance Committee for as long as any of us can remember.  
He’ll continue to inspire us to be responsible stewards of UUFP’s finances.  

 
Walter also carefully recorded hundreds of Sunday Services, so members who were teaching RE or absent 

for other reasons could listen to them later. He and his beloved wife, Clue, were invaluable early 
members of UUFP who helped weave the tapestry of our Beloved Community. We will miss Walter’s 

kindness, quiet devotion, and gentle humor.  
 

Walter turned 95 last October. After several infections and hospitalizations over the past few months, he 
began receiving Hospice care at home last week.  

 
Walter’s two sons, Dean and Peter, would appreciate receiving cards and notes at Walter’s home address, 

10 Daisy Lane, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603.  
 

Rev. Alexa has reached out to Walter’s family.  They want to plan a UUFP life celebration service for 
Walter in the near future. 

https://zoom.us/j/327711271


SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS 
As part of Black History month, the Kingston Chapter of ENJAN is hosting a timely discussion with anti-

racist author David Billings about his book Deep Denial on Thursday, February 11th 7-9 PM. 
 

Register here for the event:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-book-read-deep-denial-the-
persistence-of-white-supremacy-in-us-hi-tickets-136821774611.   Your registration fee of $22.00 includes 
a copy of David's book Deep Denial. All proceeds from the book sales will go to support the making of the 

film documentary Hallowed Ground, a story about the forgotten Pine Street African Burial Ground for 
enslaved people in Kingston. With your registration receipt you can pick up your copy of the book at: 

 
•Rough Draft Bar and Books, 82 John St, Kingston (M-F 8-6pm, Sat. 9-6pm Sun. 9-4pm) Closed 1/19-25 

•Tilda's Kitchen, 630 Broadway, Kingston (Wed-Fri, 9-5; Sat-Sun 10-6pm) 
 

David Billings is a life-long activist, educator, and organizer in the anti-racist movement and a key trainer, 
since 1985, in the Undoing Racism Workshops offered by the People's Institute for Survival and Beyond. 

His book combines personal stories from his life, beginning with his white, working-class boyhood in 
Mississippi and Arkansas to his experience of both the promise and decline of the Civil Rights movement 

and brings these lessons to his teaching and organizing. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Membership Committee will be on Thursday, February 4th at 7pm. 

If you are interested in learning more about the committee or have comments or suggestions, please 
reach out to Laura A.G. Bracken (PenelopeTwinkler@gmail.com). 

 

Laura A.G. Bracken * * 845-249-9083  

UUFP SENIOR GROUP NEWS  
Zoom Meeting 

The UUFP Senior Group members are still meeting on Wednesday afternoons at 3 pm. Sometimes we 
have topics for discussion, and sometimes we "play it by ear." Please consider joining us. We welcome 

everyone! Even if you are not a senior, but you wonder what we are up to, feel free to stop by. 
 

Here is the link: https://zoom.us/j/93093362723 
 

If you don't want to just hop in, but would like to know more about the meetings, please shoot me 
an  email at penelopetwinkler@gmail.com. Thanks!  -Laura Bracken 

THE CARING CIRCLE 
We mourn the recent loss of several long-time members.  

 
Walter Engel  

On Sunday, January 31st, beloved longtime UUFP member Walter Engel passed away peacefully at home 
with his family. Walter’s two sons, Dean and Peter, would appreciate receiving cards and notes at 

Walter’s home address, 10 Daisy Lane, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603.  
 

 Martha (Marty) Mercer  
 On Wednesday February 3rd, after joking with her aide who helped her get ready for bed, our beloved 

Marty Mercer, age 103, died peacefully at the Renaissance Rehabilitation and Nursing Care Center. 
 

Messages of condolence can be sent to the family care of her daughter Margaret (Peg) Keiser at  
7 South Randolph Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY, 12603.  
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Barbara Tiger  
Condolence cards can be sent to Cynthia Tiger at 4127 Lissa Dr, Loveland, Co 80537.   
Or if you prefer to share your condolences via email, please send to ctiger@frii.com  

and Cynthia will share with her siblings.   
 

 Please consider sending a card to:  
Estelle Frankel: The Landing at Poughkeepsie  

251 Boardman Road, Apt. 224, Poughkeepsie, NY, 12603) or call (845-462-1515)  
 

  One of our UUFP founding members, June Gillespie, now lives out of state.   
It would be a nice surprise for her to hear from some UUFP members/friends.  

June’s mailing address:  240 Springfield Ave, Suite 233, Westfield, NJ 07090  
 

Thank you to all the members and friends who have sent cards, made a caring call, visited homes, helped 
drive to an appointment, shopped for a member, cooked a meal, or done an errand for someone in our 

community during this past month!  We are grateful for your help.  
 

If you need caring, please send an e-mail to: caringcircle@uupok.org  
Or contact either Betsy Silverstein or Kathy Boone directly:  

Kathy Boone: kathyboone@verizon.net | home: 845-454-6288, cell: 845-625-3148  
Betsy Silverstein: edgsilver@hotmail.com | home: 845-471-5893, cell: 914-456-4209 

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
At the halfway point in our 2020-2021 Fiscal Year, let’s review our current status and briefly preview our 

next stewardship campaign..... 
 

First, to put our 2020-2021 fiscal year in context, when we voted on our budget in June 2020, we 
anticipated an annual income of $120K (K = $1,000). As of mid-December (halfway), we have achieved 

$60K, so we are right on budget. Thanks to all for finding ways to send in your pledges, even though we 
are not sitting together and passing around the basket every Sunday.  

 
Six months in, our expenses are at 45% of what we budgeted, even with a water leak (now repaired) that 

resulted in a very high water bill, and a copier lease we were not able to reduce. We also benefited from a 
Federal Government COVID Relief credit, from having to pay Social Security payroll deductions (not 

anticipated in our June budget). All this means we’re doing OK. 
 

We could not have anticipated the many COVID--related complications of the past year, which have 
tested our resilience and presented new logistical and operational challenges.  With some fancy dancing 

and teamwork and good humor, we continue to keep rowing our boat..... 
 

Thanks to Board member, Jim Weissman, for faithfully emptying our mailbox and depositing checks at the 
Salisbury Bank, tasks that had been done by Donna Polat, our Administrator, and Jenny Milner, our 

bookkeeper. 
 

Thanks to our Minister, Reverend Alexa, our Children’s Religious Education Coordinator, Lara Weissman, 
our Administrator, Donna Polat, and our Bookkeeper, Jenny Milner, for managing all of this remotely.  

Special thanks to Terry Horner, Esq., who signs checks mailed to him by Jenny and puts them in the mail. 
 

This has been and continues to be a well-coordinated UUFP team effort - Bravo! 
 

Looking ahead - Key Dates/Activities for this year’s Stewardship Campaign: 



January/February - Develop Brochure; March - distribute Brochures and Pledge Forms/Identify Visiting 
Stewards; April - Receive Pledges/Follow-ups; May - Develop Budget; June - Vote on Budget at Annual 

Corporate Meeting. 
 

If you want to help out with one or more aspects of our 2021 stewardship campaign,  
please contact Kathy Boone. 

 

Jolanda Jansen and Kathy Boone (pledge co-chairs) 

PHONE TREE 
Our senior group is exploring the idea of creating a phone tree amongst our UU members who live alone 
or would just enjoy human contact during these times of isolation. The idea would be to establish pairs of 

people who would call each other on a daily basis just to establish that they are okay. 
 

The first requirement would be to find out if there is enough interest from people who would want to join 
in this effort.  

If so, we would appreciate suggestions on just how this would work for there are many ways it could be 
done.  

 
This is just a “feeler” to see if it’s worth pursuing. If you are interested, please respond via email to Donna 

at office@uupok.org  or by phone (845) 471-6580.  You can also call Paul Osgood at (845) 372-3743 or 
email him at prosgood@gmail.com. Thanks. 

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY CHATS 
 Covid spread is up in our county and the board has now closed the building for all purposes.  But don't 

despair!  Both Wednesday and Friday Chats are moving forward by Zoom.  We know it’s not the same, but 
we hope you will continue to show up and support one another with fun, and conversation and 

community.  We want to keep seeing your beautiful faces!  
Below are the links, and they are also on the UUFP calendar:   

 

Wednesday Midweek Chat 
Every Wednesday 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

https://zoom.us/j/97677952264?pwd=Z2NkbGZRbXMvZE1ESnpqQTcxaG0vQT09  
 

Meeting ID: 976 7795 2264 
Passcode: 526606 

 

One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,97677952264# US (New York)   

 
 Friday Evening Chat 

Every Friday 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
https://zoom.us/j/94596466504?pwd=Tk81WUR1SzIwb2Z4Qy9IdnJGT3Z2Zz09  

 

Meeting ID: 945 9646 6504 
Passcode: 792394 

 

One tap mobile:  +19292056099,,94596466504# US (New York) 
Dial by your location:   +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

The weekly Blast is published on Thursdays.   
Please send input to TheBlast@uupok.org by Monday @ noon.  
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