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Our Mission 
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie is a welcoming congregation rooted in the liberating 
message of Unitarian Universalism. 
 

WE INSPIRE spiritual and intellectual growth. 
WE NURTURE a supportive and diverse community of members, families and friends. 
WE ACT in service to the broader community. 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

3/6 “Widening Our Circle” 
Rev. Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 

3/13 " The Growing Light” 
Lifespan Faith Development 

3/20 “Yes.  Just. Yes” 
Rev. Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 

3/27 “The Changing Languages of Faith” 
Dr. Janice Marie Johnson 
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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
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Web: www.uupok.org  
Email: office@uupok.org  
 

Office Administrator: Donna Polat 
Office Hours:  Tues. – Fri. 9am-2pm 
(These are virtual office hours.) 
 
The UUFP is a member of the Society of 
the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
24 Farnsworth Street, Boston, MA 
02210-1409. www.uua.org and Central 
East Region of the UUA, 100 W 10th 
Street, Suite 1008 Wilmington, DE 
19801 
 
Primary Contact: Evin Carvill Ziemer 
eziemer@uua.org | 330-281-3306 

 MARCH’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Zoom links can be found on our website: 

https://www.uupok.org/calendar-and-events/uufp-calendar  
 

3/1 Social Justice Committee Meeting 7pm 

3/2 Leadership Dev. Committee Monthly Meeting 7:30pm 

3/3 Membership Meeting 7pm 

3/4 Realm User Group 12noon 

 Soul Matters 1pm 

3/6 Sunday Service w/ Rev Alexa 10:30am 

3/7 Blast Deadline 

 70th Anniversary TF 2:30pm (weekly) 

3/9 Committee on Ministry/Transition Team Meeting 7pm 

3/10 B&G Monthly Meeting 7pm 

3/12 Coordinating Council Meeting 9am 

3/13 Sunday Service 10:30am 

3/14 Blast Deadline 

3/16 Program Committee Meeting 7:30pm 

3/17 Finance Committee Meeting 6pm 

 Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm 

3/18 An Evening of Irish Story, Song and Poetry 7pm 

 April Newsletter Deadline 

3/20 Sunday Service w/ Rev Alexa 10:30am 

3/21 LFD/RE Team Meeting 7pm 

3/27 Sunday Service 10:30am 

3/28 Blast Deadline 

  

  

  

  
 

 
 

 

Monthly Theme: Renewing Faith 

mailto:uupoknewsletter@uupok.org
https://www.uupok.org/calendar-and-events/uufp-calendar


FROM THE MINISTER MARCH 2022 
This month our worship theme is Renewing Faith.  March, 
the early stages of spring, the ground thawing and 
emerging faith that the winter will end, some buds, some 
crocus peeping up  …  all of that comes together as an 
opportunity to actively engage with our faith and live it 
anew.   And somehow the 3rd principle is on my mind.  
That is the principle that reads:  “Acceptance of one 
another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
congregations.”   
 
Rev. A Powell Davies was a great Unitarian minister 
whose active years were from 1944 through 1957.  He 
was the minister in Washington DC’s most integrated and 
largest Unitarian congregation.  This was prior to the 
merger of our Unitarian and our Universalist ancestors.  
His ministry was so strong that 5 congregations formed 
out of his congregation and then a later, 4 additional 
congregations spun off of that first group.  The 
Washington DC area is now seeing the start of the 3rd 
generation of congregations created from the inspiration 
of that one ministry.  So what wisdom did Rev. Davies 
share?   
 
While our principles weren’t expressly crafted until the 
1970s, this piece of wisdom from Rev. Davies reminds me 
of both our current 3rd principle and the imperative to 
renew our faith.   In soaring language, Rev Powell 
reminds us that: 

“Life must have its sacred moments and its holy 
places. We need the infinite, the limitless, the 
uttermost -- all that can give the heart a deep and 
strengthening peace.” 

 
And in this quote, I love the way Rev Davies weaves 
reason and faith into a single message.   
 

“So far as I can see, all the great leaders—and the 
great exemplars of religion—possessed…faith in 
life’s essence, in its hidden meaning, in its moral 
claim, and in the rightness of its inner spiritual 
guidance. And by this the great ones lived their 
lives. So must we. There are no problems greater 
than our power to solve them. There are no 
burdens greater than our strength. We shape—
by every moment of our lives—the great 
decisions. Then let us venture still! —with reason 
as a lamp to guide us—but lighted with the light 
of faith.” 

 
Let me repeat, “There are no problems greater than our 
power to solve them.”   
 
Yours,  
 

Rev Alexa 

 

revalexa@uupok.org  
301-938-2955  

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  MARCH 2022 

It’s been a busy month. We’ve had the Big Read of Iejoma Oluo’s book So You Want To Talk About Race. There were 
definitely some interesting conversations. Now that we know a bit more about how to recognize systemic racism, we 
need to talk about what to do. That’s harder. Luckily, there are people out there in the rest of the world, making some 
real differences. Maybe we can take some hints from them. 
 
The Family Programs project, which is envisioned as an expansion and redefinition of the Religious Education 
program, continues to gather speed. It keeps changing shape as we move toward actual recruitment. Many thanks, 
among others, to Margie Watters, Reed Asher, and Jill Barasch for the energy and ideas they are putting into this. 
 

mailto:revalexa@uupok.org
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Fingers crossed, Covid numbers continue to decline, and we can continue to gradually re-open the building. The heat 
in the main meeting room is working, so it should be comfortable for groups of less than ten to begin meeting. Ask 
Donna to put you on the calendar, and tell her who will be responsible for opening, lockup, and making sure the heat 
is turned back down. Please check the Covid guidelines on our Web site. 
 
Really exciting – We’re counting on Spring to arrive on schedule on March 20. We plan to welcome it with a dual-
platform Sunday, throwing open the doors and welcoming each other back. It’s been a tough two years, but we can 
be proud of holding our community safe and connected.   
 
And – it’s the time when we begin to plan for the next year. Our annual all-member canvas will ask you to consider all 
that you receive, and all that you contribute to this beloved community. Your energy, love, and creativity are what 
create the Fellowship. Your financial support makes it all possible. 
 
As president, I try to stay informed about what is happening in all these areas. It’s a lot to keep track of; I finally had to 
make a list of things to check up on every few days! 
 
My primary job as President is to develop the agenda and chair the meetings of the Board of Trustees. We meet 
regularly on the third Thursday of every month, with an occasional special meeting to deal with an urgent issue. This is 
your Board; we’re only elected to represent you in the administration of the Fellowship. Like everyone else, we’re 
currently meeting only by ZOOM. The link is on the Website calendar. The room opens at 7 PM, with Call to Order at 
7:15. Anyone is welcome to join us and sit in on the meeting.  
 
Starting this month, we will post the agenda the previous week, so you can see what we plan to deal with. If there is 
something you would like the Board to address, the best thing is to email both Corporate Clerk Pat Lamanna 
(patla42@gmail.com) and me (president@uupok.org), by Monday of the previous week. We’ll put it early in the 
agenda, so you won’t have to wait long to be heard. If you miss that, you can also join us in the ZOOM room before 
7:10; let us know what it’s about and we’ll fit you into the agenda.   
 
There’s a lot of good stuff happening. Where are you on that calendar? 
 
Peace, 
Fran 

 

 
 

JOINT MESSAGE FROM JEFF ASHER, JILL BARASCH AND PAT LAMANNA 
** To the UUFP Membership ** 

We--Jeff Asher, Jill Barasch and Pat Lamanna--have had an interesting “journey” together that we want to tell you 
about. 
 
There is a happy ending but with some sadness. We are telling all of you the situation so there is no misunderstanding 
or confusion. 
 
As a member of the Technology Committee, Jeff took an action that was interpreted by the Board as putting him out of 
covenant with the congregation. The Board requested that he step down from his position on the Technology 
Committee until the situation could be resolved. 
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Some members of the Board, as well as some members of the Committee on Ministry (COM) and the Leadership 
Development Committee, have been taking a training through the Central East Region of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, called “Restorative Process.” In this training, we are learning to organize circle discussions, where every 
party to a conflict has a chance to tell their story, with the goal of providing closure and hopefully a resolution. Evin 
Carville-Ziemer of the Central East Region and Rick Foster as a member of COM facilitated a circle with the three of us.  
 
We are pleased to say that this process worked quite well. We took turns answering five questions we had been given 
in advance. We listened carefully. We had a chance to process what we heard and made “asks” for what we wanted 
coming out of this Circle. The process was highly successful in allowing each side to be heard. We were left with a much 
better understanding about how and why this conflict occurred. Jeff apologized unconditionally for the aggressive tone 
in his January 2nd memo which broke our UUFP covenant. Jill and Pat also apologized for how the Board 
communications were handled. 
 
One of the major “asks” was to provide the full membership with a message about what happened. In this way, we can 
better celebrate the success of the Circle with you as well as have one message that everyone can see and digest. No 
rumors, no false news. This article will serve as that message. 
 
Jeff had been clear beforehand that he was going to leave for the UU Congregation of Danbury, and his decision was 
respected.  
 
We agreed that both parties--Jeff and the UUFP Board--could have done a better job in avoiding this serious conflict. 
The Restorative Circle Process succeeded well even though Jeff will be leaving the UUFP. The three of us now feel a 
sense of closure and mutual respect and understanding. 
 
In Faith, 

 
Jeff Asher, Jill Barasch and Pat Lamanna 

 
 
 

 

MARCH 2022  SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS 

If we all do a little bit of good where we are, those little bits add up and can 
overwhelm the world.  - Desmond Tutu 

The next Social Justice Meeting will be held on March 1 @ 7pm. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS  
The springtime Welcoming Ceremony for New Members of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 

Poughkeepsie is scheduled to take place on May 1st during our regular Sunday service.   
 

We anticipate having the building open at that time, and for the ceremony to take place  
both in person and online.  

 
People who have become members since March 2020 and who have not had a chance to sign "The Book" yet,  

are also welcomed to take part in this ceremony.   
 

Membership Committee Meetings take place on Zoom on the first Thursdays of each month at 7:00 p.m.   
Our next meeting will be March 3rd.  

If you are interested in attending one or more of these meetings, please contact Reed or Laura, 
and we will send you a link. 

 
Reed Asher (Phoenix4242@mindspring.com) 845.855.5658 

Laura A.G. Bracken (PenelopeTwinkler@gmail.com) 845.240.1360 Texting Number: 845.249.9083 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Caring Circle 

If you need caring, please send an e-mail to: caringcircle@uupok.org  
Or contact either Betsy Silverstein or Kathy Boone directly: 
Kathy Boone: kathyboone@verizon.net  | home: 845-454-6288, cell: 845-625-3x148 
Betsy Silverstein: edgsilver@hotmail.com| home: 845-471-5893, cell: 914-456-4209 

 

Do you have a car and a little spare time? Consider offering a ride to a UUFP member or friend. 
The Caring Circle will place your name on its list of willing drivers. You’ll make a difference.  

Please email Betsy Silverstein at edgsilver@hotmail.com  if you can help. 

mailto:caringcircle@uupok.org
mailto:kathyboone@verizon.net
mailto:edgsilver@hotmail.com
mailto:edgsilver@hotmail.com
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From The Covid Response Task Force: 

UPDATE ON BUILDING USE GUIDELINES 
We value the worth and dignity of all, and we treasure each of our 
members and friends and want everyone to remain as healthy as 

possible. 
 

Due to high Covid risk levels in Dutchess and Ulster Counties of New York, 
the UUFP building has been closed for Sunday services and all other gatherings. 

We are very happy to say that, now that cases are receding once again, we have plans to reopen the 
building on a limited basis! 

 
Barring unforeseen circumstances, we are aiming to resume hybrid services on March 20 – the first day of 

Spring! We look forward to the time when we can, as the hymn says, “gather to celebrate once again.” 
 

Also starting March 20, committees will be permitted to meet in the building, with the following guidelines: 
▪ You must schedule your meeting with Donna. 
▪ You must appoint a person to be in charge. 
▪ You must allow for some to participate via Zoom, if they wish. This can simply mean 

getting a link from Donna and bringing a laptop to the meeting. 
▪ Participants must sign in. 
▪ Masking and social distancing are encouraged, as is providing as much ventilation as 

possible. 
▪ Singing and eating indoors are not permitted at this time.  

 
It's been a couple of long, cold, lonely winters, but sometime, we hope soon, we'll see the smiles returning 

to the faces. Meantime, even masked, it will be good to come together. 
  

The Task Force is open to questions, thoughts, ideas and suggestions. You can contact any of us:  
Pat Lamanna at patla42@gmail.com; Bruce Epstein (brucemepstein@gmail.com); Paula Greenspan 

(paulahobbit@yahoo.com); Judith Knauss (judith.knauss@gmail.com);  
and Fran Sunderland (President@uupok.org). 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR MARCH 

 
 March 6th  

“Widening Our Circle” 
Rev Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 

The theme of this year's Stewardship Campaign is "Widening our Circle". I have faith in your future as a 
Fellowship that does exactly that. Come enjoy this service as we talk about generosity, hope and 

community. After service the Stewardship team will present on this year's stewardship goals and answer 
your questions. 

mailto:patla42@gmail.com
mailto:brucemepstein@gmail.com
mailto:paulahobbit@yahoo.com
mailto:judith.knauss@gmail.com
mailto:President@uupok.org
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March 13th  

“The Growing Light” 
Lifespan Faith Development 

Join us for a renewal of spirit and celebration of the growing light as we near the first day of spring! 
 

March 20th  
“Yes.  Just. Yes” 

Rev Alexa Fraser, Interim Minister 
Rev Alexa has been enjoying a British drama where many of the characters answer questions with 

variations of "no, yes, maybe, yes, okay yes".   This service will explore "yes".  Plain and simple.   
 

March 27th  

“The Changing Languages of Faith” 
Dr. Janice Marie Johnson  

Language is defined as a formal system that includes sounds, signs, symbols, and gestures that are used as 
an important means of communicating the thoughts, ideas, and emotions from one individual to another. 

Let’s take the time to consider how our language informs our faith and how our faith informs our language. 

 

 

2022 UU STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
“Meeting the Moment - Widening Our Circle” 

  
Income 
Overview of current budget status - when we voted on our budget 
in June of 2021, we anticipated a pledge income of $107,000. As 
of the beginning of December we had collected $48.5 thousand, 
right on target. Thank you all very much for diligently sending in 
your pledges. 
 
Expenses 
With our building closed more than we anticipated, our building 
related expenses are way down.  
So our expenses are below our income and our bank balance is 
in good shape. 
 
New Budget 

What do we see for the 2022-2023 fiscal year? Our major expense is staff salaries. We are happy to 
announce that Reverend Alexa has agreed to stay for a third year. Also,we hope to hire someone to help 
us create new programs for our families with children.  
We expect to do all of this with a budget similar to last year of $145 thousand. 
 

Campaign 
Pledges make up 85% of our income, so our pledge goal for the coming year is $123,000. 

  
February - We will create a brochure with inspiring words, accurate financial information and images of  our 
community. 
  
March - We will mail out the Brochure and Pledge Form. 
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March/ April - We will ask some of you to share during Sunday Service what is the promise for the future 
contained in your pledge. * 
  
April - We will receive your pledges.  We may reach out to some of you by phone if we have not heard from 
you. 
  
May - Based on pledges received, the Finance Committee will formulate a budget and present it to the 
Board of Trustees. 
  
June - The Board of Trustees will invite the congregation to vote on the proposed Budget at our Annual 
Corporate Meeting. 
  

*  If you want to speak during a Sunday Service about your intention to financially support this community, 
please call (845.625.3148) or email Kathy Boone at kathyboone@verizon.net. 

  
We are an amazing community and working together we can accomplish great things. Thank you!! 

Terry Novicki -Treasurer, Kathy Boone, Larry Decker, Jolanda Jansen and UUFP Finance Committee. 

 

 
 

SPEAKING OF BOOKS FOR MARCH 

The book for the March meeting, March 7th @ 7pm is “Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers: Life, Death and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity” by Katherine Boo. 

Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/112582209?pwd=NHhEenpKSytOL3RhdloyRFdlck1FZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 112 582 209   |   Passcode: 209402 
 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,112582209#,,,,*209402# US (New York) 
+13126266799,,112582209#,,,,*209402# US (Chicago) 

 For more information, contact Jane Bartik 
aubreysprite@yahoo.com  

 

mailto:kathyboone@verizon.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/112582209?pwd=NHhEenpKSytOL3RhdloyRFdlck1FZz09
mailto:aubreysprite@yahoo.com
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SPECIAL ALERT! GOOD TIMES AHEAD! 
 

 
 

 

 

CAUTION! CHUCKLES AND LAUGHS MAY LIE AHEAD 
Q. What is a Unitarian Universalist? 

A. Someone who believes in life before death. 
A. Someone who faces all questions with an open mouth. 

 
This is just a small sample of some of the humor (or lack thereof) that awaits us on  

Friday, April 1  
for the revival of our UUFP Comedy Night! 

 

This will likely be a hybrid event, so you can participate in person or via Zoom. Would you like to be an 
emcee? Do you have a funny story, a funny song or even a comedy routine to share?  

Please email Judith Knauss at judith.knauss@gmail.com.  
Otherwise, we hope you just show up to laugh a little (or a lot). We're overdue! 

 

 

AN EVENING OF IRISH SONG AND POETRY 

Please join us on Zoom on Friday, March 18, 2022, at 7pm  

for an Evening of Irish Story, Song and Poetry! Sandwiched between St. 

Patrick's Day and the official first day of Spring, it's the perfect opportunity 

to celebrate shamrocks and the Emerald Isle: all things green, as we look 

forward to the growing warmth and light. 
 

This may well be our final exclusively Zoom event (except by choice), as we 

will return to hybrid services on Sunday, March 20, and we begin to re-open 

the building with safety parameters, providing no further surges take place. 
 

This will be sort of an open-mike event: if you would like to participate by 

sharing a song, story or poem, please contact Pat Lamanna 

(patla42@gmail.com) or Judith Knauss (judith.knauss@gmailcom). If you just 

want to listen and soak in some Irish, please just follow the link that will be 

forthcoming! The more the merrier! 
 

mailto:judith.knauss@gmail.com
mailto:patla42@gmail.com
mailto:judith.knauss@gmailcom
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March Birthday Wishes 
Wishing a very Happy Birthday to… 

 

Amy Strom (March 1st) 

Rick Foster (March 29th) 
 

 
 

GLUTEN FREE FRIENDS 
Yes, gluten free friends, it’s your day at the soup station!  

Chicken Vegetable (1); Root Vegetable (1); Onion (1); Multi-Bean (1) - ALL GLUTEN FREE - ENJOY!!! 
 

Soup makers…time to stock the pot and fill the freezer.  
 

To purchase from SoUUps Galore selection ($10 per container), simply use your UUFP key to access the 
lobby (remember to mask & social distance as necessary), choose your soup(s), log your selections along 

with method of payment on the provided form. (Also, complete the BOT document regarding entering the 
building). Make out check to UUFP (noting “SoUUP Sale” in the memo line) and leave payment in the box 

provided at the soup station, or mail to UUFP * 67 S. Randolph Ave * Poughkeepsie NY 12601.  
If you do not have a UUFP key and need to request delivery, call Pat Lamanna,  

Pick Up/Delivery Coordinator, at 845-309-3853. 
She will arrange delivery or pickup.. Delivery driver will collect check from you. 

Purchasers may also use PayPal found on our UUPOK.org website. 
Please note “SoUUP Sale” in memo box. 

 

 REALM USER GROUP….PART 2 
If you are interested in learning more about Realm, feel  
free to attend the next user-friendly Realm User Group 

on Friday, March 4th @12 noon. 
 

We will look at how to update our Realm profiles and  
how to access the contact directory within Realm. 

 

Please email Donna (Office Administrator) @ office@uupok.org 
if you are interested in attending this user group/training session. 

 
 

mailto:office@uupok.org
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GREEN WITH ENVY 
Indeed, it’s the month of shamrocks, leprechauns, rainbows, pots of gold, green beer 
and corned beef with cabbage. Complete your celebration with some Key Lime Pie - a 
light green sweet treat. Merry Terry (some call him sticky Novicki), will take your Key 

Lime Pie orders ($10 each) at novtrac711@gmail.com. Top o’ the mornin’ to ya! 

 
 

Inside and Out 
News Section for Members and Friends 

 

EXPLORE “THE SUNSET LIMITED” WITH JOHN WAY 
John Way would like to facilitate a conversation on “The Sunset Limited,” a 90-minute American TV film available 

on the internet (for example: You Tube, Google Play, Prime Video, or HBO Max for a low price). 
 

The actors are Tommy Lee Jones and Samuel L. Jackson. The movie is about Jackson’s attempt to stop Jones from 
jumping in front of a fast-moving train. It is a conversation between a man who regularly speaks to Jesus and an 

atheist who is depressed and suicidal. 
 

I hope to encourage a conversation between atheists and those who sometime pray: 
1) Grace? 

2) Saying “Thanks”? 
3) What is prayer? 

4) Are thoughts prayer? 
5) Is meditation prayer? 

6) What would you do, given the dilemma Jackson faced? 
7) Do many people praying have more consequence or impact? 

8) Is there any harm done in speaking to someone who isn't there? 
9) Does faith have a use? 

10) For whom? 
11) Do you feel for Jackson’s sense of defeat at the end? After all, this is one man trying to save another man’s 

life. 
12) Do you have any other perspective? 

 

Please contact John if you want to participate. <johnbidenway@gmail.com> 

 
John Way is a 77-year-old, politically left, white, retired, medical social worker, married to Kathy Duncan, and having a 

mixed race adopted son. John was a conscientious objector (doing civilian service) during the Vietnam war. He 
identifies as a Quaker, reluctantly Christian. Before UU Fellowship in Poughkeepsie, he was a member of Middle 

Collegiate Church in NYC for 23 years, known for its activism for gay rights and racial equality. He sang in the gospel 
choir for 15 years. He believes in the Quaker concept that we all have some of God in us, and that we should all be 

held in the light of God. 

 

mailto:johnbidenway@gmail.com
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Want to share an upcoming community event? 
Send it to: uupoknewsletter@uupok.org 

 

 

 

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINES:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
March 18, 2021 – April Newsletter Deadline 
April 15, 2022 - May Newsletter Deadline 
May 16, 2021 – June Newsletter Deadline 
 

 
 
 

 
Live our UU Principles 

 

ABSOLUTELY 
In an absolute democracy 
Every individual exists 
At the mercy of the collective. 
 
Ethnicities can be cleansed. 
Beliefs can be reeducated. 
Sexualities can be eradicated. 
 
In autocracies 
Every individual exists 
At the mercy of the autocrat. 
 
We can be required to worship. 
We can be required to obey. 
Resistance is eliminated. 
 
The absolute 
Is the enemy 
Of any good. 

 

Written and submitted by Jim Weissman 

 

mailto:uupoknewsletter@uupok.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=community%20events%20clip%20art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=community%20events%20c&sc=8-18&sp=1&sk=#view=detail&id=AB38D3356140DEF96CF70C6F5EF7681DF9E899DE&selectedIndex=0
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ALL THAT WE SHARE IS SACRED 
By Andrée Mol 

 
 
 
 

This blessing was written in honor of two Unitarians, Martha and 
Waitstill Sharp, who during WWII dared to risk their own comfort 

in order to help save the lives of those in desperate need. 
 

(Submitted by Jill Barasch) 
 
 
 

As we gather together, 

May we remember 

When you share with me what is most important to you, 

That is where listening begins. 

When I show you that I hear you, 

When I say your life matters, 

That is where compassion begins. 

When I open the door to greet you, 

That is where hospitality begins. 

When I venture out to bring you to shelter, 

That is where love begins. 

When I risk my comfort to ease your suffering, 

When I act against hatred, violence, and injustice, 

That is where courage begins. 

When we experience the full presence of each other, 

Because of our shared humanity, 

Because of our differences, 

That is where holy gratitude begins. 

May this space be a table 

that is not complete 

until all are welcome. 

May this table be a space of beauty 

where together 

we create a series of miracles, and 

where all that we share is sacred. 

May it be so. 


