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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
St. Mark Lutheran Church 

February 12, 2023  9:00 AM  
 
Welcome to worship! Holy Communion will be celebrated at this service. The Lord’s 
Table is open to believers of all Christian traditions. Bold print indicates responses for all persons to speak 
together. Protective masks and hand sanitizer are available at the entrances to the building. 
 
About our readings today: “In today’s reading from Sirach we are called to choose life by loving and obeying 
God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd 
reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole 
community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God 
has promised that to do so means life for us.”    - Sundays and Seasons. 
 

OUR SERVICE  
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new,  
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,  
and cannot free ourselves.   
We have not practiced your righteousness.  
 Our hearts have turned away from you.  
For the sake of the world you so love,  
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another  
for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Thus says our God:   “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                       “Healer of our Every Ill”      ELW 612  
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GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good 
without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to 
do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
READING- Sirach 15:15-20 

Wisdom literature has a high estimation of human possibilities. Wisdom invites people to choose to keep 
God’s commandments. God does not command people to be wicked or give them permission to sin. 

 
A reading from the Old Testament book of wisdom Sirach 
15If you choose, you can keep the commandments, 
  and to act faithfully is a matter of your own choice. 
 16He has placed before you fire and water; 
  stretch out your hand for whichever you choose. 
 17Before each person are life and death, 
  and whichever one chooses will be given. 
 18For great is the wisdom of the Lord; 
  he is mighty in power and sees everything; 
 19his eyes are on those who fear him, 
  and he knows every human action. 
 20He has not commanded anyone to be wicked, 
  and he has not given anyone permission to sin. 

 
PSALM 119:1-8 

Let us read the Psalms responsively. Everyone is invited to read the words in bold together. 
 
 1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 
 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 
 3who never do | any wrong, but always walk | in your ways. 
 4You laid down | your commandments, that we should | fully keep them. R 
 
 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct that I might | keep your statutes! 
 6Then I should not be | put to shame, when I regard all | your commandments. 
 7I will thank you with | a true heart, when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 
 8I will | keep your statutes;  do not utter- | ly forsake me. R 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:21-37 
The holy gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall 
not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are 
angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you 
will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when 
you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or 
sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on 
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid 
the last penny. 
 
 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If 
your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body 
to go into hell. 
 
 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say 
to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit 
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 
 33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the 
city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

  
The Gospel of our Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
MESSAGE      
 
SONG             ”You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”            ELW 484 vs 1,4,5 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence.  
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Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the world. From the exploration of faith 
with children and new believers to the gathering of food and funds for feeding the hungry, so that all 
may find abundant life in your ways. Merciful God,    receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions will be offered. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified.   Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING         

We are grateful for all financial gifts as they provide the needed support for the ministries of this 
congregation. If you have a financial gift you would like to share today, we invite you to place it in the 
offering box found at the welcome center.  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER                               

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings 
in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and 
freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
                         
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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LORD’S PRAYER              
Joining together in prayer as one community we say: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
INVITATION                                             

Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 

The Lord’s Supper will be distributed at this time. The Lord’s Table is open to believers of all Christian 
traditions. An usher will help guide those who wish to receive this gift of grace. You are invited to place 
your hands with palms up to receive the bread, wine or grape juice. After receiving the elements, you are 
invited to kneel at the altar rail for a time of reflection if you desire. Please depart via the outside aisles. 

 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC                                                “One Bread, One Body”                             ELW  496 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING                

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

Pause when finished 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
  
CLOSING HYMN   “Christ, Be Our Light”                     ELW 715 vs 3,4,5  
 
DISMISSAL                                  
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Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE    
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS008414./ New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Presiding/Preaching        Pastor Dave Kebschull             Pianist                         Stacey Tiefanthaler  
Reader/ Communion Server/ Ushers-   Gloria and Bob Rohlfsen Altar Guild           Norma Williams 
Audio/Sound Tech-  Dan Sievers                 
        
 

Life Together 
ST MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1614 West 5th Street, Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 
Phone- 712-732-5255         Email-    hello@stmarkstormlake.com 

Website-       www.stmarkstormlake.com               
 Facebook-    www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ 

                            You may log into Saint Mark Wi-Fi by using the password- 
devotion. 

                       
 
WORSHIP- We gather for worship each Sunday morning at 9:00. You can join us in-person in the Sanctuary, 
or via livestream on our  Facebook page. Recordings of services may be also found on the St Mark Website. 
PRAYERS-     
We are all invited to keep the following persons in our prayers:  

Prayers for Healing:    
Ann Krummen, Barb Movall, Carol Snyder (sister of Norma Juhl), Ondrej Jensen (Norma Juhl’s great 
grandson), Tony Bodholdt, Clara Samuelsen, Marlon Gasner, Marilyn Jones,  Hildy Clewell, Julie 
Egland, Val Anderson, Jon Kruse, Donna Schulz, Steve Korner, Jane Evans, Evelyn Messenbrink, Alex 
Kron, Steve Berg, and all persons seeking healing and wholeness.  
 
We pray for those who grieve 
Steve Ellis and family upon the death of his brother Ed Ellis. 

 
SOUPER BOWL 
Today we celebrate the “Souper Bowl” of Caring along with thousands of other 
congregations across the United States. We are gathering food and funds to 
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support food shelves at Upper Des Moines Opportunities and Friends with Food. Across the United States 
many of us will be enjoying the Super Bowl and eating overabundantly later today, at the same time many 
persons will go without food again, often unnoticed. Together we can and we will make a difference. 
Everyone is invited to bring food for the food shelf, and coins and dollar bills to drop in the soup pot that will 
be located at the Welcome Center that morning.  The food we gather will go to feed the hungry in Buena 
Vista County, and the funds will go to support ELCA World Hunger efforts.  To make things even more fun, 
let’s all wear the jerseys, shirts, sweaters, and sweatshirts with our favorite team logos on it.  I know there are 
some big-time Kansas City Chiefs fans here, but I’m not sure about those Eagles fans showing up that day.  
Iowa and Iowa State fans will be aplenty, and I’m pretty sure the Nebraska and North Dakota colors will be 
here too.  
 

LUTHERAN LAKESIDE WILL BE HERE NEXT WEEKEND 
Kyle Rydell will be with us next Sunday for worship and will be available 
to talk with parents and kids following the service. Lutheran Lakeside is 
located in Spirit Lake on the north shore of East Okoboji Lake. You 
learn more on their website http://www.lutheranlakeside.com/ 
 

LIFE SERVE BLOOD DRIVE-  The next blood drive date will be Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at St. Mark 
from 12:30-5:30.  You can register online or text LIFESERVE to 999-777 to make an appointment to Give 
Blood.  If you would like to know any other info about donating blood and Life Serve Blood Center, just click 
on this link, or contact Jane Hartwell in the Church Office.   
 

RAGBRAI- 
As you are likely aware, RAGBRAI is coming through Storm Lake on the 
afternoon of Sunday, July 22 and leaving on Monday, July 23.  With all 
of the excitement and festivity of Storm Lake being an overnight town, 
hosting RAGBRAI requires lots and lots of volunteers and leaders for 
this HUGE event.  There are three needs at St Mark.  Please contact 
Pastor Dave if you would be willing to: a) help plan and lead a spaghetti 
supper here at St Mark; b) help with the supper; c) offer your home for 

riders to stay in. A sign-up list is at the Welcome Center.  At this time the Council and our insurance company 
agrees that it will be best to not house persons in the church building once the supper is completed.   
 
LENT SOUP SUPPERS- 
The Congregation Council would like to offer soup suppers on the Wednesdays of Lent (March 1, 8, 15, 22, 
29). The meals will be served in the Fellowship Hall from @5:45-6:25.  Soups will be purchased through 
vendors in order to make the planning and work as easy as possible for those want to help. Soup, bread, and 
drinks will make up a simple menu for each meal.  Let Pastor Dave know if you would like to help with one or 
more of the meals.  
 
SIT, KNIT, AND CROCHET, ETC: Bring your favorite craft to the church library March 2nd at 1:00PM.  Enjoy 
great conversation while working on your project. If you have no project, just come and enjoy the company.     
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NAOMI CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, February 15th in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30AM. 
 
PROCLAIM RADIO MINISTRY  
Proclaim is a radio ministry of St Mark and is broadcast every Sunday morning at 7:30 AM via FM 101.7 KAYL. 
The message and music are from the previous weekend. This ministry is one of the ways we reach out to 
Storm Lake and Western Iowa with the love of Jesus.  We invite you to consider supporting this ministry in 
addition to your regular financial support of St Mark. Cost is $38 per week and can be given online, or by 
check.  You can sign-up for a Sunday on the bulletin board sign-up located on the bulletin board near the west 
entrance to the building. Call Jane Hartwell 732-5255 if you have questions. 
 
WATERLIFE JOURNAL 
Would you like to know more about the Western Iowa Synod of the ELCA and what is 
happening in western Iowa?   Are you wondering about ways you could get involved?  Check 
out the January edition by clicking on this link.   If you would like to receive a copy in your 

email each month, simply click on this link and a copy will be sent to you.  
 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES-  
Methodist Manor- The residents of Methodist Manor are in need of persons to visit. Training will be available 
to prepare volunteers for the conversations. If you are interested, please contact Maxine Lampe 712-732-
1058, or Pat Cowan 712-299-3120. 
 
Worship Techs- we are in need of at least 2 more persons (families) to serve as a worship tech.  New tech 
helpers may include families with junior high or high school aged kids, possibly a great way to involve them 
more with helping with church service.   If you are interested, you are invited to sit back at the console on a 
Sunday morning and watch/help the persons working on that weekend.  Contact Pastor Dave if you are 
interested.   
 
VETS TOGETHER- Is an opportunity for veterans of the United States military 
branches to get together and talk. There is no agenda other than an opportunity for 
veterans of the United States military services to have a place to be with others who 
have had similar experiences and who are willing to receive and give encouragement 
to others. As veterans go through re-entry into civilian life they may experience, 
short and long term, challenges unique to veterans such as: PTSD; disabilities; 
reconnecting to family and friends; finding meaningful employment; and other struggles.  Vets Together 
meet on Wednesday evenings, 6:00 PM in room 128. The gatherings are open to all community  persons.  
Please share this opportunity with friends.  
  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERINGS AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT-  We are grateful for your faithful 
financial gifts to St Mark as they provide the needed support for all of our ministries, outreach, operating 
expenses, and staff. We are hopeful that through all of our gifts we will finish our year strong. If you have a 
financial gift you would like to share today you may place it in the offering box found at the welcome center.  
You are welcome to drop off an offering at the Church office or send it in the mail.  You can also go to the St 
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Mark Give Page where there are links and instructions for sharing your gifts: 

• Give via EFT, banking cards, and credit cards. Make a one time, or set up ongoing gifts.  
• Text your gift to 833-643-0608.  
• You can also give during the service electronically through the new Vanco Mobile Giving App 

available at Apple App Store on Google Play Store. 
 
DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE OR STOP RECEIVING OFFERING ENVELOPES?  
Four times a year offering envelopes are sent out to congregation members and friends to use to support the 
ministry of St Mark.  We are grateful for everyone who uses them, however if you do not wish to receive them 
because you give on-line or don’t use them, contact Jane Hartwell janehartwell@stmarkstormlake.com to 
have them discontinued. If you are not receiving envelopes at this time and would like to use them, you are 
also encouraged to contact Jane.  Thank you. 
 
FRIENDS WITH FOOD UPDATE 
The next food distribution is February 16. If you would like to help, and if you know of someone who could use 
some food, please contact Jane Hartwell 712-732-5255, Di Daniels 712-299-9863 or Julie Cook- Western Iowa 
Synod Office 732-4968. Friends with Food is a partnership of St Mark Lutheran Church, SALUD, and other 
community persons who work together to offer a monthly food distribution to those who are permanently or 
temporarily homebound and without easy access to transportation.   
 
UPPER DES MOINES FOOD SHELF NEEDS OUR HELP 
The Upper Des Moines Opportunities Food Shelf staff has stated that any food is welcomed at the pantry.  
The following items are very low and needed at this time: cereal, oatmeal, peanut butter, canned fruit & 
vegetables, beans and rice, spaghetti sauce and pasta.  Meat is very much needed (lunch meat, hot dogs, 
ground beef, ground pork, chicken.  Freezers are available at Upper Des Moines if you drop off there, 
address below).  Other items needed: laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, body soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, toilet paper, paper towels. You can drop the food off in the grocery cart by the church office, 
or at Upper Des Moines Opportunities Food Shelf, 620 Michigan Street, in Storm Lake.  
 

THIS WEEK AT ST MARK 
 
Sunday, February 12  SOUPER BOWL of CARING  

7:30AM  Proclaim Radio broadcast on FM101.7 
9:00AM-      Worship Service- in-person and streamed live on Facebook 

10:00AM                Fellowship Coffee time (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00AM  Sunday School (Sanctuary)  
10:00AM  Adult Bible Study 

 
Monday, February 13 

5:00PM  Family Access (Room 128) 
6:30PM  Stephen Ministry (Conference Room) 
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Tuesday, February 14 Happy Valentine’s Day 
1:30PM  Parkinson’s Support Group 

  
Wednesday, February 15 

9:30AM  Naomi Circle (Fellowship Hall) 
5:00PM  Buena Vista County Suicide Prevention (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00PM  Confirmation Class 
6:00PM  Vets Together (Room 128) 

  
Thursday, February 16 

Friends with Food Times TBA 
12:00PM  AA-(Fellowship Hall) 

   
Sunday, February 19 

7:30AM   Proclaim Radio broadcast on FM101.7 
9:00AM-      Worship Service- in-person and streamed live on Facebook 

10:00AM                Fellowship Coffee time (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00AM       Sunday School (Sanctuary) 
10:00AM  Adult Bible Study 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Journey begins February 22nd, 6:30 PM  


