
 

1 

LIFE  TOGETHER 
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Follow St Mark at http://stmarkstormlake.com, 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ke/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Children’s Christmas Program 2021 
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A YEAR OF HOPE  -  a few pictures from 2021 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 

19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  -Luke 2:19-20 

Friends, 

I hope that all of you are having a blessed Christmas celebration this year.  I know from the pictures 

that some of you have shared on social media, that many of you have had a very joy-filled celebration 

of Christmas with your family this year. But I also know this has been a very challenging Christmas 

time, especially for Joan Christen and her family (the death of Gary), and others, as they grieve the 

death of loved ones. 

Christmas time, the end of the year, and even anticipation of the new year are very challenging for 

many of us.  It can be a time when the losses and disappointments of the past year, and the loss of 

hope for what is ahead, can weigh heavy upon us at this time.    

Something that I have learned about the St Mark community, is that it is filled with caring persons. 

People who are willing to spend time with others, listening and praying with them in tough times.  If 

you happen to be having a challenging time right now, don’t be afraid to check in with your friends 

and family of St Mark for encouragement.  And if you are someone who has the gift of being present 

with others by simply listening, I invite you to check in with others so that each of us will know that 

God is with us as we end 2021, and as we enter into 2022.  Just the gift of your presence alone can 

make a huge difference for others.  

I invite you to keep medical professionals and staff, along with police, fire, and other emergency 

workers and front line workers in your prayers at this time.  These men and women have faithfully 

worked at the front lines of the pandemic over these past 2 years.  They are faithfully and tirelessly 

saving lives and caring for us.  Please take a few moments when you see them, to check in with 

them, and say thank you. Let us, St Mark, be known as a community that supports and encourages 

others.  

During this week “in between” time of Christmas and New Year’s Day, I like to ponder the Christmas 

story in the quiet.  This is usually a bit quieter time that gives me the opportunity to really think about 

the Christmas story. As we have learned from our readings from Luke, the Christmas story is filled 

with great hope, but also great loss and surprises. But in the midst of all of it, it is a story of hope that 

has filled hearts for centuries. My hope and invitation to all of us, is that during these next days we 

may ponder the Christmas story, discover words and voices we may not have heard as deeply 

before, and enter into the new year with our hope restored.  

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 

Peace to you,  
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 8, 2021 

 

In attendance:   Pastor Dave Kebschull, Dan Sievers, Lori Porsch, 

Megan Sullivan, Linda Glienke, Rick Lampe, Deb Mortensen 

1. Approval of Agenda- Rick 2nd Deb approved 
 

2. Prayer Concerns-  Betty McCrory is in the hospital.  Prayers for Rick’s brother David, 
Deb’s mom Nancy and father of Mandi Aronson who are also hospitalized. 

 

3. Devotions- Pastor Dave 
 

4. Reports 
a. Secretary Report-  Linda, 2nd Megan  Approved 
b. Treasurer’s Report-  Rick 2nd Deb  Approved 
c. President’s Report- None other than on the agenda 
d. Committee Reports 

i. Children and Youth – Practice was Sunday and will be done again this 
Sunday. 

ii. Congregation Life- Church decorations went up easily and look great. 
iii. Outreach  Adopt a Family will be done and delivered Dec. 12;  additional 

grocery gift cards will be added to each family 

iv. Property None  
 

5. Ongoing Business 
a. St Mark’s Ministry Adaptations Due to the Pandemic- No changes recommended at 

this time. 
b. Review Current Council Structure – Discussion about possible change to the 

Constitution By-Laws for the formation of Committees as needed.  Develop lists of 
what has been done by each council member and especially Dan for future work. 

c. Western Iowa Synod relocation to St Mark-  
i. Building usage agreement is being finalized. 
ii. Compensation for building improvements is in the process of being 

determined (Dan Sievers and Lori Porsch) 
iii. Meeting set up for December 10, 2021. 

 

6. New Business 

a. Update on Fall Stewardship Appeal – information is coming in but it is still early in 
process; reminder will go in the eNews. 

b. Begin 2022 Budget discussion – committee will provide recommendation in 
January 

c. Approval of Audit Committee formation – Josh Newhouse and Megan Petersen.  
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Lori 2nd Megan   Approved 

d. Set date for Annual Meeting – February 6, 2022  Deb 2nd Linda Approved    Each 
council member submit yearly report by January 1st. 

e. Formation of Nominating Committee and discussion about need to replace Rick 
and re-activate Endowment Committee 

f. Other new business – None 
 

7. Pastor’s Report 
a. Thank you to everyone for filling in for Christmas Eve services, decorating, addition 

of Jenna 
b. Sunday School Program – December 19, 9:00 a.m. 
c. Confirmation is going well 
d. High School students are not really active but will be continue to be asked to do 

things 
e. Sunday morning discussion with Pastor continuing after services 
f. A number of meetings are being held at St. Mark:  Suicide Prevention, ACES event, 

Pacific Islanders, BVU Unity dinner. Friends with Food, Blood Drive, Iowa Interfaith 
Power and Life (Feb. 22), LSI refugee work 

g. Pastoral care – has resumed in homes 
 

Adjournment – Moved by Rick, 2nd  Megan, Adjourned at  8:00p.m. 
 

PRAYERS-  remember these persons in your prayers daily 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS WERE GIVEN IN MEMORY OF 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Kaden & Kullen Mellman, Carl & Martha Jacobson, Robert 

Mortenson, Gertude Bartak, Bob & Dorothy Ohrlund, Chris 

Nielsen, Pam Nielsen, Dave Mortensen, Wayne Newton, 

Robert Thul, Jim and Jolene Hultgren’s parents, Vivian 

Jorgensen, Helen Christensen, Martha Christensen, Clayton 

Christensen, and Jeanette Waterman’s parents. 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR- Fern Graber (Kohl) and her baby born, Ron Morgan, Ray 

Snyder, Lori Needs (Nancy Ledoux’ daughter), Emma Faye North and her parents Joel and 

Sarah, David Lampe, Nancy Newton, Betty McCrory, Steve Korner, Terry Tedder (Donna 

and Glenn Schulz family), Kiley Sell (Donna and Glenn Schulz family), Dick Schemmel 

(Kandi Anderson’s father), Jane Evans (Norma Juhl’s daughter), Evelyn Messenbrink, Alex 

Kron, Marilyn Jones (Craig’s mother), Katie Bradley, Marlon Gasner, Lynn Fuhr, Steve Berg, 

Mark Sorbe, Marek Jensen, Conner Hansen, those seeking healing and wholeness of any 

kind. 

PRAYERS FOR COMFORT FOR-  

• Dorothy Tam and family as they grieve the death of Cheryl’s husband Manny Aryanpur. 

• Joan Christen and family as they grieve the death of Gary. 
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JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

1/01 - Tara Kron 

1/01 - Nancy Masters 

1/01 - Brian Reierson 

1/02 - Joanne Georgeff 

1/02 - Melvin Gutz  

1/02 - Eric Masters  

1/03 - Marcia Woodke 

1/04 - Heather Woodley 

1/04 - Phil Walsh 

1/05 - Bonnie Hunter 

1/05 - Tom James 

1/05 - Brigitte Porter 

1/06 - Steve Eddie  

1/10 - Peter Winterton 

1/12 - Grace Newell 

1/16 - Brett Dewerff 

1/17 - Dorothy Tam 

1/19 - Michael Sullivan 

1/20 - Joe Kucera 

1/24 - Deb Wilshusen 

1/26 - Doris Berge 

1/26 - Adam Sievers 

1/27 - Nathan Converse 

1/28 - Kenneth Payne 

1/29 - Stephanie Brummer 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays  

7:30- Proclaim radio FM 101.7 

9:00- In-Person Worship & via Facebook Live 

    10:00- Sunday School 

10:00- Coffee and Fellowship time 

10:15- Sunday Conversation with Pastor Dave 
 

Tuesdays         

12:00 pm AA (in Spanish) 
 

Wednesdays 

6:00 PM-  Confirmation  
 

Thursdays         

     12:00 pm AA 
 

Office Hours are 9:00-5:00 M-F.  
 
Secretary Hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00-12:00 
and Wednesday 1:00-4:00 
 

 
For individual events and for the most up to date 
schedule look at the weekend bulletin, eNEWS ,  
and go to our website by clicking on this link. 
 

 

 
LIFE SERVE BLOOD CENTER-                                    
For over 15 years, Storm Lake and surrounding communities have been supporting the local 

blood bank, LifeServe Blood Center, keeping the blood supply safe, especially as we move our 

way to and through a holiday season! Bood drives were held at St Mark on December 7th and 

December 23rd. LifeServe was able to collect 88 units of blood saving up to 264 local lives.  The 

next blood drive will be at St Mark Tuesday, January 4 from 12:30pm – 5:30pm. Thanks to 

everyone who came out to show their support.  Please text ‘LIFESERVE’ to 999-777 to make 

your next appointment and we look forward to seeing you next time!   

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar
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FRIENDS WITH FOOD 

 

FREE HOSPITAL BED:  If you need or know of 

someone that could use a hospital bed, contact Jane in the 

church office.  This bed is in very good condition and it is free.  

You must move it. 

Because of the generosity of many persons, Upper Des 

Moines Opportunity Food Bank and other services are 

able to help meet the basic needs of people in Storm 

Lake and surrounding communities.  Because of your 

generosity in December many people were able to eat, 

receive gifts at Christmas time, and received a hat, 

mittens and/or gloves.  At this time, the items needed at 

the food bank are hygienic products, laundry soap, 

dish soap, toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, 

shampoo, body soap, cereal, oatmeal, pancake mix, 

syrup, peanut butter, jelly.   

St Mark Lutheran Church and SALUD (and SALUD Multicultural Health Coalition of Storm Lake have 

partnered together to offer a monthly food delivery to those who are permanently or temporarily 

homebound and with no easy access to transportation. On Thursday December 16th , we prepared 

and delivered over 100 boxes of food. A big thank you goes out to everyone who helped.   

The next packing and delivery date is Thursday, January 20th. If you know of anyone homebound 

and needing food or you would like to help the day of the food drive, please contact Jane Hartwell -

church office 732-5255, Di Daniels 712-299-9863 or Julie Cook Western Iowa Synod Office 732-

4968.  Some of the volunteeers are pictured below. 
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ANNUAL MEETING:  The Annual Meeting for St Mark Lutheran Church will be held on 

Sunday, February 6, 2022.  The meeting will begin immediately following the conclusion of the 9:00 

am service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FROM JANE: 

I would like to thank everyone who so graciously remembered me over the holidays.  I sincerely 

appreciate it.  My St Mark Family means so much to me. Thank you again. 

 

LIBRARY UPDATE: Once the snow falls and it feels cozy to stay at home, our library has an 

addition that you might like!  We have adult jigsaw puzzles to check out as well as good books.  Keep 

them out as long as you need. 

THANK YOU FROM LESLIE AND PASTOR DAVE 

We would like to thank the members of St Mark and the St Mark community for your generosity 

throughout 2021.  We are grateful for your encouragement and partnership in ministry.  We would like 

to especially thank you for your very generous greetings and gifts at Christmas time. May God’s 

richest blessings be upon each of us as we enter into 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG thank you goes out to 

everyone who helped with all of the 

December and Christmas Worship 

Services.  Your time and talents 

make a huge difference in the 

ministry at St. Mark. 
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LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA 

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH   

 

Amplifying the Voices of Iowa Children and Families  

Individuals struggling without access to critical healthcare and family support services. Human service 

providers overworked and underpaid. Former refugees and immigrants striving to build new lives in 

the U.S.  These are all issues faced by Iowans. Help us ensure their voices are heard at the Iowa 

State Capitol.  

 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) will be advocating for our community members who are so often 

overlooked in our society. You can join us in this important work. Visit LSIowa.org/advocacy and sign 

up for our Advocacy Alerts. Learn more about the legislative process, the issues impacting your 

neighbors, and your role as a citizen in helping to amplify their voices. Save the date for March 10, 

2022, and join us for Lutheran Day on the Hill, a day of advocacy and education at the Iowa State 

Capitol. If you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of 

Philanthropy and Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly 
serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, 
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

MITTEN TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Women of St Mark are very grateful for the 

generous outpouring of hats, mittens, gloves, and 

scarves for the Christmas mitten tree.  Phyllis 

Caradine and Gloria Rohlfsen carefully packed 

the 150+ items given to Upper Des Moines for 

distribution to community members.  Thank you 

everyone for your donations!  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


 
10 

 

 

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1614 West 5th Street 

Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

1614 West 5th 

Storm Lake, IA  50588 

712-732-5255 

Website:  http://stmarkstormlake.com 

Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ 

Email:  office@stmarkstormlake.com 

Email:  pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
mailto:office@stmarkstormlake.com
mailto:pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

