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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE  
“Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness.  

Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3 
 
Tuesday morning- I am looking through the windows as the wind pushes the falling snow around 
gently. Days like this remind me of how important of a job it is to keep the roads and sidewalks open 
during the winter months. This snowfall, so early in the Advent season, is a timely reminder of how 
important this season is. It is a gift given to help “clear the way” and prepare our hearts to receive our 
Messiah this Christmas.  
 
I know from experience of just how busy the season leading up to Christmas can be.  Children’s 
events, concerts, school work, church services, family events, shopping, jobs, year-end tasks and 
more fill up our time quickly. That’s why I’m grateful we have received this snowfall today, it can 
remind us of the importance of finding ways to intentionally mark the days of Advent this year.  
 
We have placed a number resources at the welcome center to help all of us celebrate Advent in our 
homes this year (Advent Calendar, Advent Study, and ELCA World Hunger barn). I have been using 
them myself and appreciate the added meaning they are bringing to this busy season.  For those 
unfamiliar with an Advent Calendar, they are something that everyone in the family can participate in 
as the doors are opened each day revealing a new scripture to read, a prayer, or another idea to help 
prepare for Christmas this year. The Advent Study can be done at any time in your home, and I plan 
on leading us through them on the next three Sunday mornings following worship. The Global 
Barnyard coin boxes give us a practical way to give to others this season just by using our spare 
change (or dollar bills as they are lighter and add up quicker).  
 
I hope you will join us for worship this month as we have quite a few special services planned to mark 
the days of Advent and Christmas together as a community:  
 

• Advent Services- Sundays December 4 and 11, 9:00 AM 
 

• Blue Christmas Service- Tuesday December 13, 6:30 PM 
 

• Children’s Christmas Service- Sunday December 18 9:00 AM 
 

• Christmas Eve Services- Saturday December 24  3:00 and 5:00 PM 
 

• Christmas Day Service-  Sunday December 25, 9:00 AM 
 

• New Years Day Service- Sunday January 1, 9:00 AM 

Peace to you, 
 
 
Pastor Dave   
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PRAYERS-  we are all invited to remember these persons in our daily prayers: 
Prayers for Healing-   
Royce Larsen, Bob Rohlfson, Marilyn Jones, Larry Wells, Ken Russell, Don Northrup, Hildy 
Clewell, Julie Egland, Val Anderson, Marlon Gasner, Jon Kruse, Kermit Smith, Donna Schulz, 
Steve Korner, Jane Evans, Evelyn Messenbrink, Alex Kron, Steve Berg, Mark Sorbe, and all 
persons seeking healing and wholeness.   
 
Prayers of Comfort-  
Irv Strand and his family as they grieve the death of his son Bruce Strand. 

 
AN ANGEL’S TOUCH- 
There will be a fundraiser at St. Mark on Saturday, December 10th, 9:00AM- 1:00PM.  The mission 
statement of An Angel’s Touch is to improve the lives of the elderly, children and those with special 
needs, who are impoverished, distressed and underserved, or under privileged, by giving one small 
gift at a time, with heartful love and caring.  An Angel’s Touch (a nonprofit charitable organization) 
was created, in memory of Ron and Janette Willer of Schaller, IA, to continue to forward the love and 
kindness they shared for others. Selling cookies, candies and An Angel’s Touch Coffee (personal 
containers are encouraged).  

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
The displaying of poinsettias at Christmas time has a long tradition at St 
Mark. If you would like to order one to be displayed at the Christmas Eve 
services please fill out an order form and turn it into the office by 
December 12. The forms are available in the church office and at the 
welcome center.  Each poinsettia is $35.00 and can be taken home 
following the services.  
 

SCARF AND MITTEN TREE: Items for 
the Mitten tree are arriving.  The Women of St Mark 
will be decorating the tree soon.  Hopefully we can 
cover it over and over with warm hats, mittens, 
scarves, gloves, etc.   These items will go to supply Upper Des Moines Opportunities as they do their 
best to help keep people warm this winter. Watch for pictures of the decorated tree in the next 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
SIT & KNIT, CROCHET, ETC will continue to meet 
in the Library the first Thursday of each month at 1:00 pm.  
Bring your craft project and enjoy conversation with others. 
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  Congregation Council Minutes     

November 9, 7:00 PM 
 
 

Deb Mortensen (President) (2025) Dan Sievers (Vice- President) (2023) 
Lori Porsch (Secretary) (2023) Linda Glienke (Treasurer) 
Kyle Bartz (2024*) Megan Sullivan (2024*) 
Pastor Dave Kebschull 

 
1. Approval of Agenda- Kyle moved and Dan 2nd  Approved 

 
2. Prayer Concerns- Pastor asked for prayers for Don Northrup as he is now at Wel-Life in Alta 

 
3. Devotions- Pastor shared devotion based on Matthew and the Beatitudes. 

 
4. Reports 

a. Secretary Report- Linda moved, Megan 2nd   Approved 
b. Treasurer’s Report- October 31 (see attachments)- Linda Glienke 

Receipts for September $35,506 – up $20,479 from September 
Expenses for September $23,383 – up $246 from September 
    Expenses over receipts for September $12,122 

   Expenses exceed receipts for the year by $3,668 
Available funds: 
     Checking account - $30,546 
     Savings account -   $96,247 (PPP and memorials)  
                           Total  $126,793 
     Designated funds – Roof -     $16,373 

                       Thrivent -   $2161 
                        Memorial - $2890 

c. President’s Report- Deb Mortensen shared her appreciation for the stewardship letter was 
sent out. 

d. Committee Reports 
i. Children and Youth- Megan shared that Sunday School is going well and starting to look 

at the Christmas Program for Dec.18; Trunk or Treat was well attended. 
ii. Congregation Life- (Fellowship/Worship)-  Recognition this Sunday Nov. 13th for 

Veterans;  
iii. Property-Volunteers from BVRMC have helped clean up and organize some rooms; 

beginning a look at replacing carpet in east entry way. 
iv. Outreach- Lori shared information about the Adopt a Family program and we will be 

looking at having 5 families and have information up by Thanksgiving week-end. 
 

5. Ongoing Business 
a. Review Proposed Governance Changes 
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i. Attachments 
1. Summary of changes. 
2. Summary of 2022 ELCA Churchwide Changes 
3. Current Constitution with changes. 

ii. Next Steps –  Deb moved and Dan 2nd.  Approved. 
1. When and how to bring the changes to the Congregation to inform- Information 

meeting after church service in January 
2. Date for Congregation Vote – annual meeting January 29, 2023. 

b. Open Position on the Endowment Committee- Dan 
c. Landscaping Project 

i. Removal work completed. 
ii. Planning the next steps for the project during the winter months; do work in spring, 

2023. 
d. 2023- Plan of Spending process (Budget) 

i. Explain process 
ii. Review current factors to take into consideration 

e. Fall Stewardship Appeal- update 
f. Nominations 

i. 2- Three Year Terms on Congregation Council 
ii. 2- One year-term Synod Assembly Representatives (one male and one female) 
iii. 1 or 2- Endowment Committee?  

g. Other ongoing business – need to approve audit committee in December. 
 

6. New Business- 
a. Furnace Replacement Bids (from Aronson Plumbing and Heating. (see attachments) 

i. Next Steps – will try to do in two phases;  The two in the Fellowship Hall now, and the 
third one for the rest room area when needed. 

ii. Will inform congregation to see if anyone wants to donate to this. 
iii. Dan moved we do initial installation of two furnaces with Aronson Plumbing and 

Heating at a cost of $8794.05 (additional if other parts are needed for further repair).  
2nd Linda  Approved. 

iv. Deb moved that we move remaining amount in the roof fund to building maintenance 
fund.  Linda 2nd.  Approved. 

b. Other new business:  None 
 

7. Pastor’s Report: he is continuing work on the Stewardship Appeal in November;  Trunk or 
Treat was a success with nine vehicles;  Christmas Eve services will be at 3:00 and 5:00 
p.m. and Christmas service at 9:00 a.m.  Confirmation is going well.   Adult learning worked 
well this fall and we will be doing something during Advent.  Vets Together is meeting each 
Wednesday.   We will be sharing information about Good Gift program and congregation 
member will match up to $375.  Home visits are taking place.  We have a number of new 
members during the last couple months.   
 

8. Adjournment – Dan moved and Kyle 2nd;  adjourned 8:00 p.m. 
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Treasurer’s Report for October 2022 
November 9, 2022 

 
Receipts for October $35,506 - up $20,479 from September 
Expenses for October $23,383 – up $246 from September 
Receipts exceeded expenses for September by $12,122 
Expenses exceed receipts for the year by $3,668 
 
Available funds: 
 Checking account - $30,546 
 Savings account    -$96,247 (PPP and memorials) 
Total:           $126,793 
 
Designated Funds: 
        Roof - $16,373 
 Thrivent - $2,161 
  Memorials - $2890 
 
Respectfully submitted – Linda Glienke, SMLC Treasurer       
      
 

BOOK DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE– For the December 4th book 
discussion, everyone is invited to bring a favorite Christmas story and share a 
little bit about why it is one of your favorites. Just perhaps you will discover a new 
story for yourself, or be introduced to one. If you have questions, please contact 
Cindy Smith at cgsmith1604@gmail.com. 
 
The book for January will be “A Fall of Marigolds” by Susan Meissner.  “This 
book tells the story of two women, a hundred years apart; two spur of the moment 
decisions that were inspired by joy but instead caused their lives to intersect with 
tragedy and resulted in the loss of the men they loved; and one mysterious 

marigold scarf that connects them and changes their lives.” We will meet on Sunday, January 15 after 
church to share and discuss. 
 
WOMEN INFANTS & CHILDREN (WIC) 
 
Did you know that WIC serves all of Buena Vista County at St Mark?  
WIC is a service offered through the United States Department of 
Agriculture and the Iowa Department of Public Health and Human 
Services to support the needs of (Women, Infants, Children). They 
help with health, nutrition, and other services to those who are 
eligible.  WIC made St Mark their home on November 2,3,28,29 and 
will be at St Mark December 1, 7,8,21. 
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UPPER DES MOINES AREA FOOD SHELF  

Upper Des Moines Opportunity is dedicated to working with local organizations and persons to help 
alleviate the causes of poverty.  Through the sharing of our gifts, St Mark is a local partner to Upper 
Des Moines in the work of alleviating food insufficiency. At this time, the following items are needed at 
the Food Bank in Storm Lake: (the staff at Upper Des Moines states that any food is appreciated)   
cereal, oatmeal, peanut butter, canned fruit & vegetables, beans and rice, spaghetti sauce and pasta.  
Other items needed: laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, body soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, 
paper towels. You can drop the food off in the grocery cart by the church office, or at Upper Des 
Moines, 620 Michigan Street, in Storm Lake. 

 
 
SERVING AT ST MARK 
Each week it takes many people sharing their time and abilities to 
serve in the various roles of ministry at St. Mark. As activities 
increase there is a need for additional worship leaders. Please take 
a moment and fill in a line on the paper signup available at the 
Welcome Center. Your time and talents are very much appreciated. 
You can also go to https://www.signupgenius.com/register to sign-up 
to serve.   
 

 

LIFE SERVE BLOOD DRIVE  
YOUR BLOOD. YOUR HOSPITAL. YOUR NEIGHBORS.  
 

Did you know LifeServe Blood Center provides blood 
products to 157 hospitals primarily in Iowa, Nebraska and 
South Dakota? From Avera St. Anthony’s in O’Neill, NE to 
Allen Memorial Hospital in Waterloo, IA, hospitals choose 
Life Serve to be their ONLY provider. Your donation with LifeServe will help save your neighbor, a 
friend, family member or a stranger in our community!  Only blood collected by LifeServe Blood 
Center is provided to our local hospitals. Click here to read stories about local patients saved by 
LifeServers’ blood donations! At the blood drive at St Mark on November 1, there were: 57 
appointments,49 registered, 37 eligible to donate, 42 units collected and 4 first time donors!! 
 
 

If you would like to know any other info about donating blood and Life Serve Blood Center, just click 
on this link, or contact Jane Hartwell in the Church Office. The next Life Serve Blood Drive will be at 
St. Mark on Tuesday, December 6, 2022, 12:30-5:30.  You can register online or text LIFESERVE to 
999-777 to make an appointment to Give Blood.   
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FRIENDS WITH FOOD is a partnership of 
St Mark Lutheran Church and SALUD working 
together to offer a monthly food distribution to those 
who are permanently or temporarily homebound 
and with no easy access to transportation. On 
November 17, food was delivered to 98 households 
in Storm Lake and surrounding area.  A big thank 
you to those volunteers that helped package and 

deliver food.  The next food distribution will take place December 15th. Please contact Jane Hartwell 
712-732-5255, Di Daniels 712-299-9863 or Julie Cook Western Iowa Synod Office 732-4968 if you 
want to help, or know of someone who could use some help with food, or have questions. 
 
NAOMI CIRCLE 2022-2023 
The Naomi Circle is a group open to all women. They  meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 am.  In addition to being a time to 
get to know one another, Naomi Circle members study the Bible each 
month and plan service events.  
 

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS AND BIBLE STUDY 
Date    Hostess    Lead Bible Study 
December/January-        will not meet. 
February 15  Carol Northrup (299-2312)        
March 15  Donna Schulz (299-6961)   Gloria Rohlfsen 
April 19  Gloria Rohlfsen     Joanne Georgeff (299-6855) 
May 17  Jennie Walsh (284-1363)       Carol Northrup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” — John 1:5 As Christmas approaches, we 
give thanks to you! Because of your generosity LSI has 
continued to offer hope and healing to Iowans of all ages. 
Thank you for bringing the light of Christ to your neighbors 
who rely on these important services! At LSI we see 
veterans getting help, children overcoming fear, moms and 

dads parenting with renewed joy and confidence, new neighbors from foreign lands becoming 
established and active in their communities, the pride of independence for those experiencing 
challenges in everyday life. We know parents who feel hopeless, with few resources to raise their 
young children. We know adults with disabilities who feel voiceless, with no support system or 
connection to their community. We know teens who are aging out of foster care, who fear they will 
never have a forever family. The spirit of giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of working together, 
allows us to stand together and celebrate this Christmas season. LSI’s annual matching gift campaign 
gives opportunities to double new and increased gifts through the end of the year. If you would like to 
learn more about how you can support Iowa children and families, contact Deb Whitford, LSI Director 
of Philanthropy and Church Relations, at 563.676.2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.  
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12/01 - Laura Kirchner 
12/01 - Chyann Smith 
12/02 - Paul Bengtson 
12/06 - Julie Sievers 
12/06 - Stephanie Frank 
12/06 - Jeff Brummer 
12/09 - Isaiah Hernandez 
12/10 - Christina Rice 
12/11 - Maddox Brummer-Kolar 
12/12 - Kari Stuckel 
12/16 – Emery Woodke 
12/17 - Stacey Albers 
12/17 – Nancy Ledoux 
12/17 - Barb Wagner 
12/19 - Matt Adams  
12/19- Sue Vaudt 
12/21- Zoann Ohlson 
12/22 – Marcyne Larsen 
12/23 - Whitney Kebschull 
12/23 - Lena Naslund 
12/23 - Jeanette Waterman 
12/27 - Ron Wagner 
12/29 - Carol Northrup 
12/29 - Evan Peterson 
12/29 - Dennis Rodger 
12/30- Tamie Gaes 
12/30 - Laura Newhouse 
12/30 - Doug Thompson 
  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sundays  

7:30 Proclaim radio FM 101.7 
9:00 In-Person Worship & via Facebook 
Live 

    10:00 Coffee and Fellowship time 
      Sunday School 
Mondays 
    5:00 pm Family Access Center  
Tuesdays         

7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous  
Wednesdays 
      6:00 pm Confirmation  
       6:00 pm Vets Together   
Thursdays         
     12:00 pm AA 
 
Office Hours are 9:00-5:00 M-F.  
 
Secretary Hours are Monday-Thursday 
9:00-12:00 and Wednesday 1:00-4:00 
 
For individual events and for the most up to 
date schedule look at the weekend bulletin,  

eNEWS.  or go to our 
 website by clicking on this link. 
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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1614 West 5th Street 
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

 

  

 
 

YOU CAN CONTACT US AT: 
1614 West 5th, Storm Lake, IA  50588 

712-732-5255 
Website:  http://stmarkstormlake.com 

Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ 
Email:  janehartwell@stmarkstormlake.com 

Email:  hello@stmarkstormlake.com 
Email:  pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com 


