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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 

Friends 

We woke up this morning (Thursday) to be greeted with a ground cover of a mixture of ice and snow. 

Leslie and I have been calling these past months the “winter that wasn’t”.  It just seemed that every 

time the weather forecast called for snow, the storm would go south or north of us. If you needed to 

travel, or lower your snow removal and heating bills this winter, it was a welcome relief. But for those 

of us who enjoy winter weather, perhaps next year (unless the weather goes north or south of us. ☺).  

 

Unlike winter weather 2022, Lent, Holy Week, and Easter won’t miss us this year. These next weeks 

of the Church year are like a winter storm and spring rains that never fail to deliver. Just like many us 

prefer to avoid winter altogether, this is not the time of the year to avoid entering into the story of 

Jesus with your friends at St Mark. These next weeks in the Church Year hold some of the most 

dramatic readings of the entire year, always pushing us to deepen our understandings of the life of 

Jesus’ and his friends, and how we understand who we are called to be as followers of Jesus.  

 

Before we arrive at Holy Week, this weekend we move over to John for one of the most evocative 

encounters as Jesus is at the home of his friend Lazarus, whom Jesus has just raised from the dead.  

Lazarus sisters Mary and Martha extravagantly welcome Jesus with a meal and an act by Mary that 

has puzzled many scholars for centuries for it’s deeper meaning and purpose in the life of Jesus and 

his friends. But while this extravagant event is taking place, lurking at the edge of the table is Judas 

who is plotting Jesus’ death. 

 

PALM SUNDAY- April 10, 9:00 AM 

We follow Jesus and his friends as they enter the gates of Jerusalem, the City 

of King David, where so many events in the story of God’s people take place.  

They enter the city with crowds cheering for them and covering the roads with 

palm branches as they welcome their King. But the celebration will be short 

lived, as the plot to kill Jesus becomes clear to everyone.  Our celebration this 

year will feature a children’s bell choir joyfully welcoming us.  Following our 

service, we are all invited to gather together for a brunch for the entire community. Everyone is 

welcome to attend the brunch.  If you would like to help with the brunch, or help with the planning,  

you can go over to SIGN-UP GENIUS or checkout the sign-up at the Welcome Center this weekend.  

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY- April 14, 6:30 PM 

Maundy Thursday marks the end of Lent and a celebration of the events 

that took place on the final evening of Jesus life with his friends. This year 

we will read the story told in the thirteenth chapter of John’s account. 

There are many events and teachings that took place that last day with 

Jesus and his friends. This Maundy Thursday, we will celebrate the 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094DA5AD2EAAFA7-palm
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institution of the Lord’s Supper, and the First Communion of several children. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY- April 15, 6:30 PM 

Good Friday may be the most dramatic day of the church year leading up to 

Easter morning. The glory of God is made known as Jesus walks to the cross. We 

will hear “Reflections by People Near the Cross” as the story of those final hours 

of Jesus life are shared in the candlelight.   

 

EASTER SUNDAY- April 17, 9:00 AM 

We plan on having an overflowing celebration of God’s power over death 

as we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection. We will sing the great hymns of 

Easter, tell the surprising story of the first Easter morning through the 

story of the women who arrived at the empty tomb, as they were greeted 

by Angels announcing that Jesus had kept his promises, he has Risen.  

 

I hope to see everyone in worship throughout all of the services of these next three weeks.  

 

Peace to you, 

 

 

 

Pastor Dave 

 

 

                  

PRAYERS-  remember these persons in your prayers daily 
 

• PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR- Prayers for Healing-  For persons 

who suffer from the Coronavirus and for all caregivers, Doug 

Gibbons, Nancy Newton, Lori Porsch, Megan Bauer, Steve Korner, 

Terry Tedder, Kiley Sell, Jane Evans, Evelyn Messenbrink, Alex Kron, 

Marilyn Jones, Marlon Gasner, Steve Berg, Mark Sorbe, Marek 

Jensen, Conner Hansen, those seeking healing and wholeness of 

any kind.  

 

• PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION- Upon the birth of Hadley Elin Mendoza (New Zealand) 

granddaughter of LuAnn and Dennis Jacobson  

 

• PRAYERS OF PEACE- for the people of Ukraine and all nations experiencing war and conflict; 

for the governments of the world to work together for the benefit of all people. 

 

• PRAYERS OF COMFORT- for the families of Ray Snyder and  Lynn Fuhr 
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THANK YOU! 

Thanks so much for helping Mom celebrate her 100th birthday.  Please say thanks to Brenda, Gloria, 

and Nancy that helped us get started with our party.  St. Mark really went over the top with the kitchen 

remodel and fellowship hall.  Mom claimed she didn't recognize it!    

Colleen, Linda, Brenda, Christine (Clara Samuelson’s daughters) 

 

Thank you for your faithful ministry, partnership, and generous support to the Western Iowa Synod!   

Bishop Lorna Halaas 

 

Thank you so much for the gifts at Christmas time and the kindness you show me.  

Brenda Newell 

 

On behalf of the Head Consul and staff of the Mexican Consulate in Omaha- We want to thank you 

and the many volunteers for the very warm hospitality extended to the staff of the Consulate, and to 

the hundreds of persons who came. We hope to return next year.  

Tania Sonia, Flores Hernandez- Mexican Consulate 

 

FOOD BANK of 

IOWA AND 

FRIENDS WITH 

FOOD THANK YOU 

MEAL 

A big thank you to Food 

Bank of Iowa staff and 

Michelle Book (President 

and CEO), for stopping by 

for dinner on Tuesday 

March 28th at St Mark. It 

was an opportunity to say 

thank you to all who help to feed the hungry here in Storm Lake and Across Iowa. This picture 

includes 4 of the lead staff at Food Bank of Iowa and a portion of the many persons who make it 

possible to package and deliver food to the people of Storm Lake and beyond. 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

4/03 – Julie Lullman 

4/03 - Justin Mellmann 

4/04 – Jayden Marshall 

4/07 - Declan Sullivan 

4/12 - Connie Ellefson 

4/13 – Bryleigh Marshall 

4/13 - Brian McCrory 

4/14 - Caden Brummer 

4/16 - Jeff Jorgensen 

4/16 – Bruce Storm 

4/17 - James Winterton 

4/19 - Brandon Frank 

4/20 - Dustin Smith 

4/22 - Brody Deitering 

4/22 – Fletcher Kucera 

4/22 - Warren Wilson 

4/23 - Shirley Drzycimski 

4/23 - Dustin Mattson 

4/23 - Les Wilshusen 

4/24 - Deb Mortensen 

4/29 - Christine Carlson 

4/29 - Jan Worthan 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sundays  

7:30- Proclaim radio FM 101.7 

9:00- In-Person Worship & via Facebook Live 

    10:00- Sunday School 

10:00- Coffee and Fellowship time 

10:15- Sunday Conversation with Pastor Dave 
 

Tuesdays         

12:00 pm AA (in Spanish) 
 

Wednesdays 

6:30 PM-  Lent Services (thru April 6th) 

6:00 PM Confirmation Class  
 

Thursdays         

     12:00 pm AA 
 

Office Hours are 9:00-5:00 M-F.  
 
Secretary Hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00-12:00 
and Wednesday 1:00-4:00 
 

 
For individual events and for the most up to date 
schedule look at the weekend bulletin, eNEWS ,  
and go to our website by clicking on this link. 
 

 

LIFE SERVE BLOOD CENTER-                                    
For over 15 years, Storm Lake and surrounding communities have supported the local blood bank, 

LifeServe Blood Center, with at least two blood donation opportunities per month. A blood drive was 

held at St Mark on March 1st.  Fifty-seven appointments, 52 registered, 45 eligible, 49 units 

collected. These units have the ability to save up to 147 local lives!  

Monthly Blood Donation Fact: One unit of blood can be separated into several components: 

red blood cells, plasma, and platelets. 

The next blood drive is April 5th at St. Mark 

Please text ‘LIFESERVE’ to 999-777 to make your next appointment to Give Blood.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar
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VISIT OF THE MOBILE MEXICAN 

CONSULATE TO ST MARK 

 

The Mexican Consulate is an official branch of the 

Mexican government that operates offices in the 

United States, and other countries. Its duties are 

focused around helping Mexican citizens living or 

traveling in the United States who need 

assistance from their home government when 

dealing with U.S. laws and legal system issues.  

 

The consulate issues Mexican identification cards, 

which are used by people who are not eligible for 

a state identification card. Among other services, 

the consulate issues Mexican passports, officially 

stamps and notarizes legal documents to be used 

in Mexico and distributes information about the 

protection of Mexicans in the United States. 
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Upper Des Moines Opportunity Food Bank is able to 

help meet the basic needs of people in Storm Lake 

and surrounding communities. Any and all food and 

hygienic items are very appreciated.   At this time, 

the items needed most at the food bank is cereal, 

oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, rice, beans, water, 

laundry soap, dish soap, toilet paper, paper 

towels, Kleenex. Cold items (which you would 

need to drop off at Upper Des Moines-620 

Michigan St, Storm Lake) hot dogs, ham, milk.  

Thank you for any donations.  

 

I recently was at an event in Spencer, Iowa 

with my daughter and children. One booth 

we came across was for Ingham Okoboji 

Bible Camp.  And who did we see, but 

Marlee Nicholson who is one of the staff at 

Ingham Okoboji.  We had a nice visit with 

her.  Found out her Mom and Dad (Rachel 

and Todd Nicholson) & family are doing 

great. Good news to hear. – Reporter Jane 

Hartwell 

 

INGHAM OKOBOJI  BIBLE 

CAMP  and Marlee Nicholson 

THANK YOU GLENN! 

Once again we found ourselves 

needing more space for groups to 

meet in.  AND once again Glenn 

Schulz stepped up and painted room 

128 in the northeast corner of the 

building.  Glen and others have 

worked through out the entire 

summer, fall, and winter painting 

walls, doors, and an occasional 

pastor who walks by. Thank you 

Glen, and everyone who helps to 

make St Mark a welcoming place for 

people to gather.  
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FRIENDS WITH FOOD 

 

The work of Friends with Food continued through the entire winter season.  In March, we were 

finally able to move outside once again to pack food. In March we packed 200 bags of food for 

persons in Storm Lake and the surrounding area.  St Mark Lutheran Church and SALUD 

(Multicultural Health Coalition of Storm Lake) have partnered together with other individuals and 

organizations to pack and deliver food each month to those who are permanently or temporarily 

homebound and with no easy access to transportation. In March, staff from BVU, Storm Lake High 

School students, St Mark, and other community members gathered together to unpack food pallets; 

load boxes and bags; and delivered 200 bags of food for households. We want to thank everyone 

who helped out with this food distribution.   

The next packing and delivery date is Thursday, April 21st . If you know of anyone homebound and 

needing food or you would like to help the day of the food drive, please contact Jane Hartwell -

church office 732-5255, Di Daniels 712-299-9863 or Julie Cook Western Iowa Synod Office 732-

4968.  Some of the volunteers are pictured below. Friends with Food is a partnership of St Mark 

Lutheran Church, SALUD, and the Foodbank of Iowa.  
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LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA 
 

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PROTECTION MONTH 

According to the most recent Iowa Department of Human 

Services data, 10,539 Iowa children were subject to abuse 

or neglect. The most common forms of abuse included 

denial of critical care, physical injury, exposure to illegal 

drugs or dangerous substance, and sexual abuse. 

 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through prevention, safety, and stability 

services, as well as mental and behavioral health care. Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI 

Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse by giving parents the support, education, and 

resources they need to build a healthy, stable home for their children. In 2021, our Early Childhood 

programs provided more than 11,000 of these in-home visits to families. 

 

LSI Family Centered Services help children and families already involved in a crisis or abuse situation 

to become safer and more stable, and LSI’s Bremwood Residential Treatment Center serves many 

children and youth who have experienced trauma from past abuse or neglect. You can make a direct 

impact on these children and families through your support of LSI. For more information, please 

contact Deb Whitford, Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org LSI director of philanthropy and church 

relations, at or 563-676-2065.  

 

CREATING BRIGHT FUTURES 

When Makenzey found out she was pregnant, she felt nervous and overwhelmed at the thought of 

being a first-time mom. She didn’t know what to expect, but she wanted to create the best life for 

her child. While she was pregnant, Makenzey enrolled in a local service that provides free 

housing to expecting moms. Through the organization, she learned about LSI Early Childhood 

Services. With support and guidance from her LSI Parent Educator, Hannah, Makenzey prepared 

for a healthy birth and transition into motherhood. “Being a new mom was really scary for me. I 

had no idea what I was doing,” Makenzey says. “I needed to learn the basics.”  

 

Since Makenzey welcomed her daughter, Maleigha, she has since found a job she loves and 

saved enough money to find a home for her new family. Through it all, Hannah provided check-ins 

with Makenzey, introducing her to important resources, educational materials, and age-

appropriate toys and activities to ensure Maleigha hit all her developmental milestones.  

“Especially when you’re a first-time mom, you’ll have a lot of questions. I don’t have a ton of 

support right now, but Hannah helped me and answered every question I had about being a 

mom,” Makenzey says. “LSI has been a really helpful service.” 

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 

service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly 

serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, 

races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1614 West 5th Street 

Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

1614 West 5th,  Storm Lake, IA  50588 

712-732-5255 

Website:  http://stmarkstormlake.com 

Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ 

Email:  office@stmarkstormlake.com 

Email:  pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
mailto:office@stmarkstormlake.com
mailto:pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

