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LIFE  TOGETHER 
SEPTEMBER 2021 

Follow St Mark at http://stmarkstormlake.com, 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ke/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up, do you not perceive it?” 
- Isaiah 43:19 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

• “God’s Work Our Hands” 

Sunday 

• Sunday School and 

Confirmation to begin 

• Prayer list 

• Birthdays  

• Upcoming events 

• Friends with Food update 

• Congregation Council  

• Note from LSI 

 

 

•  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sundays  

• 7:30AM- Proclaim radio FM 

101.7 

• Sundays 9:00 AM- In-Person 

Worship & via Facebook Live 

• Sunday School starts 9/12 

@10:00 
 

Tuesdays         

• 12:00 pm Spanish AA 
 

Wednesdays 

• Confirmation starts 9/15 
 

Thursdays         

• 12:00 pm AA 
 

Office hours are 9:00-5:00 M-F 
 

For the most up to date schedule 
go to our website by clicking on 
this link. 
 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ke/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar
http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar
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A day of service. On Sunday, September 12, the 

members of St Mark, staff members of LSI, and 

members from other local ELCA congregations will work 

together here at St Mark to make Towel Bundles for the 

children Lutheran Services in Iowa serves. 

• WHEN:  September 12, 2021, 2-4 pm 

• WHERE:  St. Mark  

• WHAT:  In partnership with LSI we are collecting 

items for Towel Bundles and will gather to assemble 

them on the afternoon of September 12. 

• WHO:  Youth Groups, Men’s groups, Women’s circles, YOU!   

• WHY:  We are the Church, serving our Neighbors together.  

• Collect and bring the following items: Bath towel, tooth paste, body wash, wash cloth, 

shampoo/conditioner, toothbrush, solid deodorant, (NO nail clippers, aerosols, mouthwash, or 

combs). These items will be assembled into plastic bags and each marked for a boy or girl. 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 

Wow!  What a summer we have had at St Mark!  

Before we move too far into September, let’s pause for a few minutes to say thank. 

 

• The building has had a big make-over. 

• The Western Iowa Synod Staff has moved in.  

• Summer programming is wrapping up, and Fall programming beginning on September 12. 

• Lutheran Service in Iowa is fully back on board.  

• Recovery groups are nearly back to the levels they were before the pandemic.  

• We had a fun and faith-filled Vacation Bible School. 

• Friends with Food is reaching more and more people in the area. 

• Sunday worship service numbers are steadily growing.  

• Carpets were cleaned and a new ceiling mount projector installed in the Fellowship Hall.  

• And we completed raising funds for the roof in record time (the installers should be here in the 

next few weeks. 

 

I want to say thank you to everyone who has helped make this possible. Your financial support.  The 

sharing of time and abilities in service. For the spiritual gifts for ministry that are “popping up”.  One 

step at a time we are growing in activity and in service to others.  

 

We aren’t quite out of the “woods” of the Pandemic yet.  We are learning to adapt rapidly and to live 

with it.  It has not been easy. One gift that I do not lift up enough is the gift of community, and the 

quality of community that we share at St Mark.  Community and the value we place on it, has allowed 

us to continue moving forward and expand from where we were in early 2020. While we are in a 

precarious period right now with how to keep on increasing activity, at the same time we are doing so 

at a pace that is helpful for the wellbeing of everyone who enters the doors of St Mark.  
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Classes will begin in the next 2 weeks. We can still use a number of additional leaders to help lead 

Sunday School, as well as quite a few openings to be filled to help with worship on Sundays. If you 

haven’t already done so, please mark September 12 as a day to be present in worship in the morning 

as Michael Knipp- Director of Philanthropy and Church Relations for LSI will be sharing the good 

news of LSI in worship.  And after a nice lunch, come back to the church from 2-4 as we work 

together on our projects for “God’s Work, Our Hands” 

 

Enjoy these last few weeks of summer and the beginning of the school year.  And don’t forget to add 

9:00 Sunday worship to your schedule, along with all of the other opportunities that will be happening 

at St Mark. 

 

Peace to you, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Dave 
 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

August 11th, 2021 6:00 PM (mtg per zoom) 

 
 

 

• The agenda was approved. 

• Prayer concerns were lifted up. 

• Pastor Dave shared devotions. 

• Secretary Report Approved. 

• Treasurer’s Report Approved. 

• President’s Report – None but ongoing business. 

• Committee Reports: 

o Children & Youth- Vacation Bible School went well. Some students attended Bible 

Camp this summer, and we are preparing for fall programming. 

o Congregation Life – Worship room has been revamped and cleaned up. 

o Outreach - Deb proposed talking with congregation to get supplies for UDMO for 

young mothers and Children.  More information will come out in September. 

o Property – Air conditioning update was completed today.  Stanton Electric and Long 

Lines have also completed work. 

Ongoing Business: 

• Congregation Governance (Constitution) Task Force – ongoing 

• Storm Lake Schools Use of SMLC classrooms – Service Master will be here (Pastor Dave 

is inquiring about the date). Pastor Dave needs to install the new projector. 

Attendance:  Dan Sievers, Deb Mortensen, Lori Porsch, Rick 

Lampe, Megan Sullivan, Pastor Dave Kebschull,  Absent:  

Linda Glienke 
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• St Mark’s Ministry Adaptations Due to the Pandemic-  CDC recommendations were 

reviewed. 

• St Mark Roof Project – Waiting for startup date.  Anticipated date is end of August or 

beginning of September.  Other immediate exterior maintenance and repairs needed(ex: 

paint and adjust exterior doors, replace windows, etc.).  Dan has worked with Jeff Brummer 

about plan for replacing windows as was approved last month. 

• Western Iowa Synod relocation to St Mark -  Mostly finished.  Air conditioning is finished 

being installed as of today.  Bishop has extended her appreciation for work that was done 

and how they have been welcomed to the building.  They would like to have opportunity to 

interact with congregation in the future when it is safe to have social events.  

• God’s Work Our Hand Sunday—Sunday September 12 from 2:00 – 4:00 PM. We are in 

need of someone to help coordinate the event. 

• Other ongoing business:  None 

New Business – Change of employment status for Jane Hartwell – Jane will be transitioning to 

working a shortened schedule beginning in September.  She will be working Monday-Thursday 

mornings.  Rick and others are working to redo plants near the altar.  We will also be looking to do 

something different with decorating for Christmas season. 

Pastor’s Report – Congregation received a donation from the Bob and Dorothy Ohrlund Trust.  

Pastor shared upcoming planning for Sunday School which will begin on September 12 and 

confirmation on September 15.  We are continuing to work on sound issues for Facetime Live 

broadcasts. He attended Emergency Management Coordinators for BV County – Disaster 

Mitigation and Disaster Response.  Met with Michael Knipp and Sarah Green – VP of Philanthropy 

and Church Relations LSI. They thanked St. Mark for use of the building and partnership in 

ministry.  Did a non-member funeral. Will be taking some time off around Labor Day.   

Adjourn and Sending:  Meeting Adjourned at 7:09 pm.  

Congregational Council Meeting – September 8, 6:00  

PRAYERS-  remember these persons in your prayers daily 
 

• David (Randy Sennert’s brother) 

• Richard Hegna 

• Grace Vrieze 

• Megan Bauer 

• Rod Severson 

• Steve Berg 

• Mark Sorbe 

• Marek Jensen 

• Conner Hansen (son of Kyle and 

Jessie Hansen)   

• Carol Tedder  

• Evelyn Messenbrink 

• Katie Bradley 

• Alex Kron 

• All persons waiting to be vaccinated 

• Families of Dean Nicholson & Bob Hall 

• Cheryl Lustgraaf, death of her mother 

• Lynn Fuhr, mother of Eric Sievers’s (Dan 

& Julie’s son) fiancé.  She has brain 

cancer. Prayers are requested for 

easing of symptoms and comfort for her 

and her family and friends.   
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A Note from Allison Brumels-Life Serve Blood Bank Territory Manager:  Hi all!  A 

fun additional note I wanted to add – Last year, we collected 570 units of blood for the entire year.  

So far this year, we’ve collected 527 units!  That means we’ve got 4 months (at an average of 75 

per month) to absolutely crush last year’s total and every year Storm Lake has ever collected 

blood!  Without both of your sites, it just wouldn’t be possible to make this happen. 

   
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

9/1 Marlee Nicholson 

9/3 Carol Thompson 

9/6 Judy Parker 

9/7 Caden Adams 

9/8 Jake Eddie 

9/9 Ardyce Zinn 

9/10 Barb Jackson 

9/11 Donna Lenhart 

9/11 Ian Shephard 

9/12 Phyllis Caradine 

9/14 Scott Randall 

9/15 Mark Shadlow 

9/16 Kathy Jones 

9/15 Mark Shadlow 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

9/16 Kathy Jones 

9/20 Vivian Jorgensen 

9/20 Myron Rusley 

9/21 Katelyn Adams 

9/22 Doris Paulsen 

9/22 Gale Randall 

9/23 Tonya Underwood 

9/25 Gary Christen 

9/25 Barb Jorgensen 

9/26 Terry Gaes 

9/26 Baylor Newhouse 

9/27 Jennifer Thompson 

9/30 Randy Sennert 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 

UPPER DES MOINES OPPORTUNITY -Storm 

Lake supports a local Food Bank for those in need.  At this 

time, the items needed at the food bank are: any boxed or 

can food is welcomed however hygienic items are very much 

needed. Toilet paper, paper towels, toothpaste, toothbrush, 

shampoo, laundry soap, dish soap.  Thank you for your 

donations to the Food Bank. 

BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 

The Bible School children made up this planter of flowers 

during Bible School.  You can see it by the main entrance of 

the church.  There are others planters at the west side 

entrance.  With   watering and wonderful rains we recently 

have received, they are growing beautifully.  Great job 

students.   

 SEW & DO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quilts, baby care kits and school kits made by 

the St. Mark Sew and Do group were 

displayed in the sanctuary on Blanket Sunday, 

August 1st.  Quilts have been sent on to 

Lutheran World Relief. 
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Look at what appeared at St Mark thanks to our friends at Storm Lake United Methodist Church 

B.L.E.S.S. ministry (Bless and Love Everyone School Supplies) Thanks to their generosity, more 

children in the area will have enough school supplies to begin classes this year.  Thank Storm 

Lake United Methodist. You are indeed a blessing.  

LIFE SERVE BLOOD CENTER- On Tuesday, August 3rd, Life Serve Blood Center was 

at St. Mark from 12:30pm – 6pm. The numbers were as follows: 65 appointments, 53 registered, 

46 eligible, 52 units collected and one first time donor. The next blood drive at St. Mark is 

September 7th from 12:30 pm – 6:00 pm. Be sure to text ‘LIFESERVE’ to 999-777 to make your 

next appointment and they look forward to seeing you next time!   
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DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS WEEK 

Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a loved one? It is a role that is 

both demanding and meaningful. During September’s National Direct Support 

Professionals Week, we celebrate all the ways in which professional caregivers 

help children and adults achieve their goals and build meaningful lives. 

One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our Services for People with Disabilities. From 24-hour 

support to occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with disabilities as they find the 

confidence and independence they need to thrive in their communities. Through our innovative Host 

Homes program, caregivers can also become mentors to individuals with disabilities, welcoming them 

into their private family home where they can receive more one-on-one care and encouragement. 

It has been a challenging year for parents of children with disabilities, and there are lots of Iowa 
families who deserve support right now. You can help by joining the LSI team as a short-term respite 
care provider for Iowa kids. Visit LSIowa.org/respite to learn more, and if you would like to learn more 
about how you can support crucial programming like LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, 
please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 

service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly 

serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, 

races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  

Where are They Now: Amanda and Mavis   Amanda has lived with her Host Homes mentor, Mavis, 

for three years and continues to gain more independence through the program. When Amanda first 

entered Host Homes, she required multiple psychiatric hospital visits throughout the year. She had 

been living in a busy home with roommates, and she needed a new environment to thrive.  

When she moved in with Mavis, the two worked together to build important life skills for Amanda and 

find ways for her to cultivate her creative mind. Amanda loves listening to Elvis music, sewing, and 

ceramics, so Mavis helped Amanda enroll in art classes. When she was no longer able to attend 

during the pandemic, Mavis ensured she had space at home to continue creating art. Amanda 

recently finished a major ceramics project: a replica of Elvis she has been working on for three years.  

Amanda continues to work on her goals, including personal hygiene, exercise, medication 

management, and cooking. Throughout the pandemic, Mavis and Amanda spent lots of time in the 

kitchen, and Amanda is now able to cook independently. She loves trying new dishes, and her 

favorite foods are pasta recipes. And instead of several emergency calls and hospital visits each year, 

Amanda has not needed mental health hospitalization in more than a year and a half.  

“I think I’m doing really well, I’ve been doing lots of things,” Amanda says. “I want to do even more 

amazing things too. I really like it here.”  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
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FRIENDS WITH FOOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Kyle, Jon and Sam Bartz playing cards,  

 waiting for the Food Truck to arrive. 

 

 

 

St Mark Lutheran Church and SALUD (and 

SALUD Multicultural Health Coalition of 

Storm Lake have partnered together to offer 

a monthly food delivery to those who are 

permanently or temporarily homebound and 

with no easy access to transportation. On 

Thursday, August 19th, volunteers helped to 

pack and deliver food to 63 households (41 

singles, 8 couples and 14 families) in our 

community.  We want to thank everyone 

who helped.  The next date to distribute food 

is on Thursday, September 16th. If you 

would like to help, or know of anyone who is 

homebound and needs food, please contact 

Jane Hartwell in the church office 732-5255, 

Di Daniels, 712-299-9863 or Julie Cook at 

the Western Iowa Synod Office 732-4968. 

 

 

While waiting for the food truck, a Life Flight 

helicopter landed at the hospital. 

Missionaries volunteer each 

month to deliver food. 
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SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS OF SUMMER 2021 
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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1614 West 5th Street 

Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

1614 West 5th 

Storm Lake, IA  50588 

712-732-5255 

Website:  http://stmarkstormlake.com 

Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ 

Email:  office@stmarkstormlake.com 

Email:  pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
mailto:office@stmarkstormlake.com
mailto:pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

