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LIFE  TOGETHER 
MAY 2021 

Follow St Mark at http://stmarkstormlake.com, 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ke/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a great year of “zooming” together through 

the Pandemic. The last day for Sunday School this spring 

will be May 9th, and Confirmation will finish on May12th. 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

• Updates  

• Prayer list 

• Birthdays  

• Upcoming events 

• Friends with Food 

update 

• Parish Planning 

Council 

• Bible Camp 

Information 

• Graduation Sunday 

• Memorial Day 

 

These children celebrated their First Communion with their 
family and friends on Maundy Thursday. 

On Sunday May 30 we will honor 

the men and women who have died 

in the service of the United States, 

as well recognize all other veterans 

during our worship. In 2020 we 

created a new tradition with a video 

presentation acknowledging all 

persons from St Mark who have 

served. If you have a family 

member who was not present on 

last year’s video, please forward a 

picture with the person’s name, 

rank, and branch of service by May 

25 to 

janehartwell@stmarkstormlake.com 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ke/
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PASTOR’S LETTER 

Greetings friends! Lately, I have been feeling a bit like a 

child waiting for the end of the school year. I am grateful that 

the Memorial Day weekend is only a few weeks away.  For 

pastors and other leaders, last summer was the summer 

that wasn’t as we tried to figure out how to maneuver 

organizations through the pandemic. I’m in favor of adding 3 more months to summer this year, but 

I’m pretty sure Fall will come anyway. So, we will use the summer to prepare for the next year.  

Summer is the time of the year that we “make hay” in the church.  Large or small, churches usually 

make bigger changes and plans during the summer months. However, planning and leading has gone 

through a seismic shift during the Pandemic. There has been a recent release of books by authors 

who believe they know the 5,7, or 10 things that the “post pandemic” church and other organizations 

must be about.  The problem is that none of us living have been here before, and we are still trying to 

write the last chapters, but there are a few key questions and observations that have become clear. 

Susan Beaumont, Alban Institute- Senior Consultant, is one of the voices for leadership in the church 

that I turn to because she demonstrates the ability to observe the current landscape and share 

accurate observations.  She wrote most recently: “Early in the pandemic, the question I heard most 

from congregational leaders around the United States and from the members of my own congregation 

in North Carolina was, "When will things get back to normal?" As days of sheltering at home 

became weeks and then months, that question shifted to become, "Will things go back to 

normal?" That question, too, evolved over time as people began asking, "What if things don't go 

back to the way they were?" Now, I hear more congregational leaders wrestling with a fourth 

question -- "What could this new future look like?"”  

Simply put, we began living into this new future when we started to adapt to the pandemic. There are 

3 observations I know of that have been key to guiding us through this challenging season. The first, 

is not to be taken lightly. “God is faithful and is doing new things in and through this congregation”. 

This is not a catch phrase or a slogan, God has been faithful to us through this pandemic, and God is 

doing new things in our midst. I am very grateful and excited about the things that are being birthed in 

our life together. Things are not being done as they “always” have been. Many of these new things 

are being done with persons new to the St Mark community. These new things being birthed are 

forcing us to think about what we really need to be about as a congregation now and in the future.  

This is liminal time for God to do new things in and through this congregation and the wider 

community. 

The second observation that I know is true is the importance of PIVOTING. It was important to pivot 

in order to not only survive he pandemic, but to THRIVE in the pandemic. I am confident that we have 

done both. Not all churches were able to pivot, because pivots are not easy. Athletes practice pivots, 

and can be the key to winning a game. However when it comes to organizations, pivots put strain on 

systems that are already in place. But once a pivot is complete, the entire organization experiences a 

greater sense of well-being and purpose. We have found this to be true as we begin May 2021. 
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Third, the importance of ENGAGEMENT. One of the first things we did early on in the pandemic was 

to place ENGAGEMENT at the front of what we needed to be about during the months we could not 

gather together in-person. If you remember back to March 2020, there were lots of fears, confusing 

messaging going on, and the feelings of isolation were starting to increase, especially among those 

who are unable to get out. We were unable hold “in-person” services, staffing hours were reduced, 

but ministry continued on. We just pivoted how we did things in order to ENGAGE more people and 

help all of us feel more connected. We began sending out Friday eNEWS in email.  People began 

making Care Calls. We increased our social media presence, redesigned parts of the website to 

increase engagement with one another and the larger community. And we solely relied on streaming 

video online or the worship life of the congregation.   

I had big concerns, especially about worship, but you have stayed engaged and others have joined 

you. While the numbers for “in-person” worship is growing a bit more each week, online worship 

participation continues to grow. In the fall we began Confirmation via Zoom, and then moved Sunday 

School from Wednesday to Sunday, and went via Zoom.  2 huge shifts with very good results. And 

when it became clear that we needed to engage the growing need of hunger insecurity in Storm Lake, 

“Friends with Food” and giving away 1000 pork loins have taken place.  

ENGAGEMENT is nothing new in the church. The Bible is the story of God’s engagement with 

humanity and all of creation. And the Bible is the story of God’s people engaging (relationship) with 

God.  In Jesus, God fully engaged with what it means to be human. And now in 2021, it is our turn to 

more fully engage with what God wants to do through this congregation.  

You will be seeing more new things happening at St Mark during the summer months. I invite you to 

get more deeply engaged as you have gifts and talents for ministry. 

Peace to you, 

 

 

Pastor Dave Kebschull 

PRAYERS-  remember these persons in your prayers daily 
 

• Megan Bauer 

• Linda Torres 

• Mark Sorbe 

• Betty McCrory 

• Jose Garcia 

• Marek Jensen  

(Norma Juhl's 13th great grandchild)  

• Conner Hansen 

     (son of Kyle and Jessie Hansen)   

• Dave Drey 

• Josh Fowler  

• Terry and Carol Tedder  

• Orin Rinkel 

• Evelyn Messenbrink 

• Katie Bradley 

• Terry Taylor 

• Doris Paulsen 

• Theodor Hyde 

• Steve Berg 

• Alex Kron 

• All persons waiting to be vaccinated 
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LSI – NEW STAFF MEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIENDS WITH FOOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugo Perez Loa has joined the LSI Team here at 

St. Mark.  He is pictured here with Office 

Supervisor, Maria Garcia. Welcome Hugo! 

HAVE YOU GOTTEN A BIRTHDAY 

CARD FROM ST MARK?? (IT’S 

JILL SMITH’S BIRTHDAY) 

Jill is the person that sends birthday 

cards to all of our St. Mark Family on 

their birthdays.  Let’s show her our 

appreciation by sending her cards on 

her birthday which is May 9th.   

Her address is 1409 East 5th St., 

Sheldon, IA  51201  

St. Mark Lutheran Church and SALUD 

Multicultural Health Coalition of Storm Lake 

are partnered together to offer a monthly 

food delivery to those who are permanently 

or temporarily homebound and with no easy 

access to transportation. 

On April 15 many community persons and 

church members did just that, and nearly 

200 persons had enough to eat for a few 

days longer 

 

The next date to distribute food is on 

Thursday, May 20th. If you would like to 

help, or know of anyone who is homebound 

and needs food, please contact Jane 

Hartwell in the church office 732-5255, Di 

Daniels, 712-299-9863 or Julie Cook at the 

Western Iowa Synod Office 732-4968. 
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Congregation Council  

Meeting Minutes from 

April 14, 2021. 8:00 PM (mtg per zoom) 
 

Present: Dan Sievers, Deb Mortensen,  

Lori Porsch, Linda Glienke, Rick Lampe,  

Megan Sullivan, Pastor Dave Kebschull 

 

President Dan Sievers called the meeting to order. The 

agenda, secretary and treasurer’s reports were approved.   

 

Prayer Concerns & Devotions:  Pastor Dave shared prayer concerns & devotions. 

 

Board Reports: None 

 

Ongoing Business:   

• Congregation Governance: Description of Committee areas of Ministry discussed 

including General Responsibilities, Children/Youth and Family, Properties, Congregation 

Life (worship and fellowship), Outreach (Mission and Evangelism), Executive 

Committee. 

• Storm Lake Schools use of classrooms going wel.l 

• We will continue social distancing and using masks at this time. Continuing with 9:00 

service only.  Stream all services as possible. Additional “pandemic” cleaning will 

continue. 

• Roof proposal and scope of project reviewed. Special Congregational Meeting set for 

Sunday, April 18, 10:00 AM to present project to congregation. 

 

New Business: 

• Iowa Pork Producers “Thank You Event” – April 21 in St Mark Parking Lot. 

• Western Iowa Synod re-location update. 

• Thank you from Western Iowa Synod for use of facilities for Synod Assembly. 

• Star Spangled Spectacular Pie Booth discussed. 

• Hiring of someone to mow lawn. 

  

Pastor’s Report 

 

Adjournment 

St. Mark Congregation Council 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

The most up to date resource for activities at St 

Mark is to go to 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar 

 

WORSHIP  

Sundays 7:30AM- Proclaim radio FM 101.7 

Sundays 9:00 AM- In-Person Worship & via 

               St Mark’s Facebook  

               9:30 am- 10:00 Drive thru Communion 

              10:00 am – Sunday School  

               Here is the link.  

Tuesdays        12:00 pm Spanish AA 

Wednesdays   6:00 pm Confirmation 

Thursdays        12:00 pm AA 

The most up to date resource for activities at St 

Mark is to go to 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

May 01 Joseph Rice 
 
May 09 Jessica Denholm 
 
May 09 Jill Smith 
 
May 13 Mason Doerksen 
 
May 14 Dick Botine 
 
May 14 Brenda Samuelson 
 
May 15  Doug Zinn 
 
May 18 Jennifer Carlson-Hamer 
 
May 20 Micah Kebschull 
 
May 21 Joselyn Mellmann 
 
May 21 Kinley Mellmann 
 
May 22 Collin Aronson 
 
May 29 Kirk Gaes 
 
May 30  Doug Quirin 
 
May 30  Tami Larison 
 
May 31 Earl Jorgensen 
 
May 31 Dan Sievers 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 
  

 

 

UPPER DES MOINES 
Upper Des Moines Opportunity-Storm Lake 

supports a local Food Bank for those in need.  

Thank you St. Mark for those donations. At this 

time, the items needed at the food bank are: 

Mac & cheese, laundry soap, dish soap, paper 

towels, pancake mix, peanut butter, jelly, 

pasta, tuna, beans.  Thank you St. Mark for 

your donations to the Food Bank. 

GRANT MONEY TO FRIENDS WITH FOOD 

This information was sent to Di Daniels from the Iowa Food Bank Association:  

In coordination with The State of Iowa, we are pleased to announce the award of funds for 

COVID-19 health emergency activities to food bank partner agencies and programs.  

On behalf of the Iowa Food Bank Association (IFBA) Grant Committee, it is an honor and a 

delight to inform you that your organization has been awarded $2,950 in the second round 

of grant funding for anticipated costs according to your request. 

 

 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85224760889?pwd=eDEyaG5nbVBqakMwSFZqc3pmWHR0Zz09
http://stmarkstormlake.com/home/calendar
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STORM LAKE HIGH SCHOOL CLASS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MARK CAMPING WEEKEND  

A small group of at least 2 families😊 will be 

camping together this summer and would 

love for others from the church to join 

them.  They will be camping at Ponca State 

Park in Nebraska Aug 6th and 

7th nights.  Electric RV sites available still are 

all in a cluster, but we do anticipate them 

filling in the near future because it is their 

100th anniversary of state parks.  St Mark 

campers will be in Oak Bluff Loop site 

#49.  Due to the 100 year celebration, there 

are a lot of extra activities activities that 

weekend. Here's the website:  

 http://outdoornebraska.gov/ponca/  and reservation site: 

https://nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com/camping/ponca-

sp/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NE&parkId=230143 

 

 

Storm Lake High School students are attending 

their last semester of the 2020-2021 school 

year at St. Mark.  It has been a pleasure to 

have the students here this past school year.  

The pandemic caused many changes in our 

lives.  This was a very pleasant change.  Only 

did we know they were here as we would see 

them in the entrance or hallways.  Always had a 

courteous hello, some conversation, and very 

respectful of the church.  They were always 

willing to help in many ways (washing windows, 

cleaning inside church, setting up and 

packaging boxes for Food with Friends, move 

heavy items). As things return to a bit more 

normal, students will most likely return to the 

high school for their classes next year.  We will 

miss them.  

 

 

https://stmarkstormlake.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d653c458a5e061b3a7324414&id=2141103c86&e=abb64cd797
https://stmarkstormlake.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d653c458a5e061b3a7324414&id=e98707a351&e=abb64cd797
https://stmarkstormlake.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d653c458a5e061b3a7324414&id=e98707a351&e=abb64cd797
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LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA 
Happy Mother’s Day!  

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, loving 

women in your life. At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), 

we see thousands of Iowa moms through their journey 

to build the brightest future for their children.  

We see moms turning to LSI Behavioral Health Intervention Services to ensure their child is receiving the 

coping skills and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood Services, we see first-

time moms who are eager to join our parenting education classes and support groups. In 2020, LSI’s 

Early Childhood programs provided support to more than 1,097 families of young children. We are so 

inspired to hear their stories and see their hard work pay off as they raise our next generation.  

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how many Iowa moms are being empowered 

because of your support. If you are looking for a way to honor your mother this year, please consider 

making a gift in her name to LSI. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of 

philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 

 

IT IS TIME TO REGISTER FOR BIBLE CAMP 

LUTHERAN LAKESIDE CAMP-  This is the time of the year that 

families can register children and/or their entire family for time at 

camp. Lutheran Lakeside Camp in Spirit Lake has forwarded their 

registration materials to us if you are interested. The easiest way to 

learn more and to register is to go to their website 

at https://www.lutheranlakeside.com.    If confirmation ages students 

would like to go for a week, Pastor Dave is willing to go up for as 

much of that week as he can to attend camp with students.  

Camping is a great way for all of us to grow in our faith, and enjoy the 

outdoors.   Please take a few minutes to check out their website and learn more about attending 

Lutheran Lakeside Camp this summer.  (If you know of any college aged students who may be 

looking for work this summer, Lutheran Lakeside is looking for summer staff at this time and Brittney 

would be willing to come down to meet with them.) 

 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
https://www.lutheranlakeside.com/
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INGHAM OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP 

We are fortunate to have two Lutheran Bible Camps near 

us.  Another opportunity to attend camp this summer is 

Ingham Okoboji. We have received registration materials 

here at the church, and you can also go online to 

https://www.okoboji.org/register to learn more and to register 

for camp this summer.  If confirmation age students are 

willing to attend this summer, Pastor Dave plans on going up for at least part of the week with them.  

Ingham Okoboji is also taking applications for staff for this summer. Go to 

https://www.okoboji.org/apply to learn more.  

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS 
PORK LOIN GIVEAWAY – Thanks to the donations by the Iowa Pork Producers and Pig Farmers, 

along with many volunteers, 1000 pork loins were given out Wednesday, April 21st in the St. Mark 

parking lot.  Thank you to everyone who helped make this a successful event and to help meet the 

food insecurity need in Storm Lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.okoboji.org/register
https://www.okoboji.org/apply
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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1614 West 5th Street 

Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

1614 West 5th 

Storm Lake, IA  50588 

712-732-5255 

Website:  http://stmarkstormlake.com 

Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/ 

Email:  office@stmarkstormlake.com 

Email:  pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com 

http://stmarkstormlake.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
mailto:office@stmarkstormlake.com
mailto:pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

