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MESSAGE NOTES

The greatest fear is    and the greatest pain is         .

Samson’s story shows us...

A failure is an    , nevere a     .

Judges 16:23-25
Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to 
rejoice, and they said, “Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hand.” 24 And when the 
people saw him, they praised their god. For they said, “Our god has given our enemy into our 
hand, the ravager of our country, who has killed many of us.” 25 And when their hearts were 
merry, they said, “Call Samson, that he may entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the pris-
on, and he entertained them. They made him stand between the pillars.

TWO RESPONSES TO FAILURE

1. The natural response is      .

2. The better response is      .

Judges 16:25-26, 28
And when their hearts were merry, they said, “Call Samson, that he may entertain us.” So 
they called Samson out of the prison, and he entertained them. They made him stand 
between the pillars. 26 And Samson said to the young man who held him by the hand, 
“Let me feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against them.”

28 Then Samson called to the Lord and said, “O Lord God, please remember me and 
please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the Philistines for 
my two eyes.”

When a man is down, he is not out!

FAILING forward



WHOLE BIBLE IN UNDER TWO YEARS 
follow the plan in the YouVersion App

DAY 148: Numbers 30, Acts 27:13-44 

DAY 149: Numbers 31-32, 
1 Corinthians 3:1-15

DAY 150: Numbers 33-34, 
1 Corinthians 3:16-23

DAY 151: Numbers 35, 
1 Corinthians 7:1-24

DAY 152: Numbers 36, 
1 Corinthians 7:25-40

DAY 153: Deuteronomy 1, Jude 1:1-16

DAY 154: Meditate on what the Lord 
has spoken to you this week and 

spend time in prayer.

FAITH COMMUNITY

1. Say “yes” to Jesus.

2. Share a failure you’ve experienced. 
Did you respond more with remorse or 
repentence? Explain.

3. How have you seen God accomplish 
His purposes in the midst of your fail-
ures?

4. What pillars are you pushing down? 
How are you going to do it?

FAILURE is not FINAL

Even in our failures, God can still 
accomplish His      .

Judges 16:29-30
And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on 
which the house rested, and he leaned his weight 
against them, his right hand on the one and his 
left hand on the other. 30 And Samson said, “Let 
me die with the Philistines.” Then he bowed with 
all his strength, and the house fell upon the lords 
and upon all the people who were in it. So the 
dead whom he killed at his death were more than 
those whom he had killed during his life.

MOVING FORWARD

1. What pillars are you pushing down?

2. How are you going to do it?

Answers: failure, regret, event, person, remorse, repentance, purposes


