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The Idols of a New Age 
Pastor Jerry 

 
When men stop believing in God they don't believe in nothing; they 

believe in anything.  

 – attributed to G. K. Chesterton 
 
When Rebecca and I were in seminary, we were members of the Clifton 
Baptist Church of Louisville, Kentucky, and one year, Pastor Bob of CBC 
treated us to a three-month-long sermon series on the “New Age 
Movement.” He had read a book about it, you see, and had been alarmed 
by the threat that modern spiritualism represented to Christianity. He 
warned us against crystals and tarot cards and lots of things I’ve 
forgotten. It wasn’t a complete waste – Rebecca and I had fun counting 
how many times per sermon he called something “a sad commentary” – 
but it wasn’t especially useful either. Nobody in the church was actually in 
danger of succumbing to the lure of pagan spiritualism, so it was mostly 
three months of telling us how awful other people were. 

But if his source book was predicting a decline in Christianity, it was 
surely right. The thirty years since that sermon series have seen the most 
rapid decline of the institutional church in American history, at least by 
numerical measures. It would be hard to blame this on crystals and tarot 
cards – though I’m sure some do – but something has happened. As you 
count down the generations from Builders to Boomers to Gen X-ers to 
Millennials to Gen Y-ers and so on, each successive group includes fewer 
who claim Christianity and more who identify as “Unaffiliated.” Among 18-
29 year-olds, for instance, 36% are Unaffiliated, compared to 12% 
Mainline Protestant, 7% White Evangelical, and 5% Black Protestant. 
(PRRI, 2020). 

So let me just say this to get it out of the way: it’s a sad commentary.  

I still don’t see much value in wringing our hands or blaming the media or 
any of the things Pastor Bob did at such length in the early 90s at Clifton, 
but I do want to think about this phenomenon for a while, because of one 
further fascinating fact. Unlike some places in Europe where the majority 
of the population openly avows atheism, most of these new religiously 
unaffiliated Americans still say that they believe in God and that their 
spiritual lives are important to them. In other words, they have left their 
childhood churches or synagogues to put their faith in something else.  

It’s like the Israelites that Elijah and Hosea and other prophets raged 
about. They didn’t stop believing in something; they just turned to other 
gods  that,  for  some  reason,  they  found  more  attractive.  Did you ever 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Saturday-Sunday, January 1-2 - Epiphany  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Unexpected Gifts” (Greg Wallace speaking) 

Scripture: Matthew 2;1-6, 9-11 
 

Saturday-Sunday, January 8-9 - The Baptism of Christ 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “Two Much of Water Hast Thou” 
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11 
 

Sermon Series: Noontime of the Idols 

 
Saturday-Sunday, January 15-16 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Lure of Idolatry” 
Scripture: Isaiah 44:9-20 
 

Saturday-Sunday, January 22-23  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Health and Wellness” 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 29-30  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Wealth and Hellness” 
Scripture: Luke 12:13-21 
 
 

*The Communion liturgy will be presented this month on the sec-
ond Sunday, after Pastor Jerry returns from a planning retreat. As     
always, United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all 
to Christ’s table. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 
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wonder why Israelites would give up faith in the God who brought them 
out of slavery in Egypt in favor of gods of grain and wine and fertility 
represented by idols of wood and stone? They kept doing it, so there 
must have been something compelling in the idols. What was it? 

And that’s the question for us today, too. What is it that people are finding 
more compelling outside the Church? What are people seeking that they 
no longer expect to find in Christianity? Beginning January 16 and 
continuing through February, I want to think about some of the new 
expressions of faith that are appearing in America, and I want to ask 
“What do these new idols offer?” Some of the things that they offer will 
surely be things that Christianity has no intention of ever promising (e.g. 
wealth, fame, material comfort), but as we examine the strange rites of a 
new generation, perhaps we can learn something about ourselves. 

And when the idols fail, as they inevitably will, what do we need to be 
prepared to offer as an alternative?  

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
February Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, Jan. 17 for   

Thursday, Jan. 25     
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;    ❑ Jan 9 (radio and/or flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)  ❑ Jan 16 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Jan 23 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Jan 30 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________ 

In Memory of: _____________      

In Honor of:________________    

In Recognition of: _________________   

Omicron and Worship 

As I write this the week before Christmas, the omicron variant of Covid-19 has 

not been identified in our area (that I’m aware of). By the time you read this, it 

will be here. All we really know for sure about this latest variant is that it spreads 

faster than any other and it’s coming. 

We are not panicking, though. This is partly because our panic gear has worn 

out over the past couple of years, but mostly (I think) because we are in a better 

place than we have been. We have the vaccines and boosters which may not 

keep us from getting the virus, but do well at protecting us once we have it. And 

we and our medical professionals simply know more about dealing with it. 

All the same, the next surge—however long it takes—may be the time for you to 

stay at home and worship by computer or radio. Especially if you have any of 

the risk factors that make Covid-19 more dangerous (a compromised immune 

system, advanced age, unvaccinated children at home, etc.), we want you to be 

safe. We are planning for church to be here longer than the virus; we want you 

with us. So, until the next change of plan, we are going to continue holding 

masked in-person worship for the few while we stream that worship to the many.  

See you soon.  

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE RECAP, FRIDAY, DEC 10 

  

What can I say, it was a crazy day.  One of our male donors 
got sick in the bathroom and then fainted and the fire 
department first responders were called and then an 
ambulance came.  I don’t know if after he was revived, he left 
in the ambulance or by himself.  Then while I was talking to a 
lady who was at the canteen, I saw her face turn white, her 
eyes roll back as she started to slump in her chair.  I was 
holding her up and called to the Red Cross for 
assistance.  They came running and got her on a cot. She 

felt better after a little while and finally went home.  I emailed both donors. As for the drive, we took 
in 82 units of blood, 4 short of the quota from the Red Cross but it was 82 units they would not have 
if our drive had been cancelled.  I am happy with the results and they were also.  There were 15 
cancelations and 6 no shows which did not come as a surprise considering the circumstances. 
There could have been many more with the forecast of a major snowstorm.  This was a blood drive 
to remember.  I want to thank all the volunteers who helped in some way to make this drive 
successful. And it WAS successful. Here is a list of everyone who stepped forward to lend a helping 
hand:  

Linda Peterson, Cheryl Kreitlow, Veronica Marshall-Potter, Bonnie Wright, Kathy and Kirsten 
Giehart, Jill Weisenbeck, Mary Rose Howard, Corinne Gjering, Winnie Doxsie, Barb Nelson, 
Marlene Arntson, Pat Peterson, Steve Blashford, Don Szymanski, Jon and Diane Case, Dick 
Keepers and Kwik Trip #472 on W. MacArthur Ave for their food donation. 

That’s 18 wonderful people who helped make this drive successful by working at registration, 
canteen, food donations, greeting, setting up and tearing down either before or after the 
drive.  There is NO way I could do all this without their help.  So I want to thank them all from the 
bottom of my heart.  In my book they are all HEROS.  Please 
thank them when you see them, for what they do could 
someday help save your life!  

    Linda Keepers-Lake Street UMC  
     Blood Drive Coordinator 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Chancel Lift Update 

The wheels of government regulation and approval 

grind very slowly, but each week or two a new require-

ment is met and another box checked off. Currently the 

required architect’s drawings showing that our building 

is structurally sound and can support a lift are complet-

ed and have been submitted to the appropriate state 

agency. Next step is official inspection.  

We’re almost there. 
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ARCW Wish List for 

January: Meal in a Can 

Consider supporting our local 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry during 
the month of January by 
donating a Meal-in-a-Can. 
Your effort will help feed local 
clients of the resource center 
presently challenged by HIV/
AIDS. Please place your item 
in the ARCW box located near 
the entrance to Fellowship 
Hall.  

Thanks to those Lake Street 
members who donated 42+ 
cans of vegetables in 
November along with cereal, 
fruit, salad dressing, snacks 
and more. Your kindness 
touches many in our 
community! 

 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 

deliver to 
your home. 
He needs 

to get out of 
the house, 
so please 

do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 

Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 
      

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Monthly Mission Offering (Loose Change): 
Chippewa Valley Homeless Ministry 

Like nearly every other city in America, Eau Claire has a homelessness 
problem. The heart of the problem is simply supply and demand. There is 
not enough inexpensive housing available to meet the needs of all the 
people who can only afford inexpensive housing, largely because building 
new upscale apartments is more profitable for developers. City government 
is trying to turn this around by requiring that new projects include some 
lower-rent options, but it will be a while before we can catch up. So who is 
left to help those who are caught in that limbo? The rest of us. 

Meaningful Christmas. In December, our Meaningful Christmas offering 
was designated for the Eau Claire Area School District program to help 
homeless students (between 200-300 students in ECASD experience 
homelessness each year). As of December 15, we had already received 
over $2,500. 

Beacon House / Family Promise. We provided financial and food support in 
December for the Beacon House shelter for families without homes. 

Chippewa Valley Street Ministry. This month’s Mission Offering will support 
the work of Pastor Mike and his volunteers, as he tries to meet both 
physical and spiritual needs of unhoused people from his spot across from 
Sojourners’ House. 

Gas Cards for Western Dairyland. Western Dairyland provides funds for 
gas cards for the Homeless who live in their cars for the winter. They can 
be purchased through SCRIP or donations can be made directly to Western 
Dairyland. Gas cards can be dropped off at Western Dairyland Office on 
Wisconsin Ave. or checks to be used for the gift cards, which are given out 
directly during the Point in Time Count of the homeless this month.  

 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 

Opportunities 
 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

January 12 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

February 16 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

March 16 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford. 

Beacon House  

Hosting 

Thank you to all our 

members who provided 

meals for the Family Promise 

shelter during the week of 

December 12-18! 



 

 

Confirmation and A New Class: Foundations of Faith 
Pastor Jerry 

 
Confirmation is a good thing. In churches like ours, where we welcome people into the Body of Christ through 
baptism as infants, there needs to be a second step: an opportunity for those baptized as children to choose 
for themselves to follow Christ. So we set up a time for young people who have reached the age of being able 
to make that choice to hear what that faith entails and decide for themselves. In Wesleyan terms, we celebrate 
in baptism the grace of God that is with us from the start, and at confirmation we celebrate the transforming 
faith of giving yourself to Christ.  

But something has gone wrong with our process. Yes, it works as it’s supposed to sometimes, but not always, 
or even most of the time. You may be familiar with some of the following frustrations: 

 Young people just going through the motions, enduring confirmation because Mom and Dad say they 
have to. For too many, being confirmed is emphatically not their choice. 

 Yet everyone—those who take it seriously and those who don’t—get confirmed at the end of the year, 
as if confirmation were an eighth grade church participation trophy.  

 And, once they are confirmed, many of the confirmands (and often their families) disappear and are 
never seen again. 

We church leaders often express our frustration by saying, “People act as if confirmation were graduation from 
church!” But if that’s so, why do they think that? Maybe because we do confirmation as a class at the end of 
the children’s Sunday School, and when it’s done we bring them up on a stage and give them a certificate?  

So, for years I’ve been tinkering with confirmation. First of all, I’ve taken as much as I can outside the 
classroom, making completion of confirmation a matter of meeting certain goals and having certain prescribed 
experiences (e.g. volunteering in the church, working in mission settings, attending other kinds of worship). 
Confirmands complete these “markers” at their own pace and confirm their faith when they are done, not at 
the end of a set time. The separate classroom experience has still been a part of the process, because we do 
still want people to know the basics of the faith they are being invited to choose, but class time is not the 
whole thing. The rest of the program is designed to get confirmands started on the next stage of faith, active 
growth toward Christ through participation in the life and ministry of the church. 

One more frustration that I have had with confirmation: 

 As I have taught the basics of how to read the Bible and why we Christians believe what we believe, I 
have wished that I could bring many of the adults of the church into the classroom, too. A lot of us, 
even if we have been confirmed, could stand a refresher course. 

So in 2022 I’m going to tinker some more. Instead of a separate class for youth of traditional confirmation age, 
I’m going to begin a class for all ages - Foundations of Faith - at 10:30am on Sunday morning, beginning 
January 16. I am planning the class as an online class, but at least for now I intend to present it from 
Room 202 at that time each Sunday, and those who wish may join me. The class will have three parts: 

 Bible 101. A brief survey of the background information that helps fit all the different parts of the Bible 
together into a coherent story, with guidelines for how to read it. (8-10 sessions, in the Fall) 

 Christianity 101. A historical trip through the 
basic beliefs of the Christian faith and the 
questions and problems that led to their 
development. (6-7 sessions, in the Winter) 

 Methodism 101. Who we are, within the larger 
context of Christianity. (4 sessions, in the 
Spring) 

Come start a journey with me (beginning with part two) 
on January 16. 

Children! Parents! 

Keep holding on. As our 
exile from Sunday School 

stretches on, we are 
looking at more options. 

Watch for more 
information from Kenna.     
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 
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This month’s UMW 
birthdays 
 
4   - Nancy Espie  
9   - Janelle Earl  
14 - Louise Thompson (92) 
17 - Pat Peterson  
28 - Jan Voss   
 
 
 

UMW NEWS 

 

There will be no UMW meeting during the winter months of January 
and February.  We will gather together on March 16, 2022 for a 
presentation by our District Superintendent, Barbara Certa-Werner. 

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: CHICKEN HOT DISH 

The Chicken Almond Hot Dish that 

has been served at UMW events (like 

the Bazaar) will be available for 

purchase on January 16
th
 during 

Pancake Breakfast.   14-ounce 

containers will be sold fresh or frozen 

for $7.50 each.   To pre-order contact 

Julie Holzinger at 715-552-8803 or by 

email at holzingerj2@gmail.com. 

 

In a rural area of Honduras, two American nuns—Sister Alegria and 
Sister Confianza—run a small religious community called Amigas del 
Señor. Sister Alegria was raised Quaker and Sister Confianza a 
Methodist. Pastor Jerry receives their email updates as a part of his 
prayer discipline. Here is one of those updates.  

From Sister Confianza 

A month ago I began presenting El Aposento Alto, The Upper Room 
devotional magazine, on buses when we travel, after a long hiatus 
due to the pandemic. It's a wonderful privilege to stand up a the front 
of an old school bus, used here for public transportation, greet 
passengers, and read one of the meditations written by Christians 
around the globe. Hondurans are respectful listeners - the bus drivers 
even turn off the music - while I talk. Most appreciate the encouraging 
messages, and some buy a copy of the booklet to take home. It is a 
true ministry. 

We upped our subscription for 2022 in anticipation of selling more this 
next year. They also make handy gifts for friends and people who 
give us favors. Moreover, pulmonologist Dosmith Castro has ordered 
40 copies for his church in Tocoa where he is the youth minister. He 
joins ophthalmologist Alicia Ponce in receiving copies from us every 
two months.  

We're especially excited because in 2022, two meditations I wrote will 
appear! One is for Palm Sunday in March, and another (about dealing 
with distractions - such as insects during prayer) will be in the May-
June issue. 

 

If you are interested in following Sisters Alegria’s and Confianza’s updates, 
go to the Amigas del Señor google group at this link:  

https://groups.google.com/g/amigashonduras 

mailto:holzingerj2@gmail.com
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Tech Upgrades 

In November we had three weeks in a row where our online worship service failed, at least partly. The 
things that we do every week to stream worship on Facebook suddenly stopped working. The first 2 weeks 
our techs were able figure a work-around to get the service on, though they joined it late, but the third 
week, one of the computers shut down, and there was 
no livestream at all. 

Our online presence is no longer a frill; it’s a necessity. 
We have invested in upgraded video streaming equip-
ment, and Per Forsberg and Park Walter have spent 
countless hours getting everything working—better, fast-
er, and more simply than ever.  

There aren’t words to thank Park and Per (and Aaron) 
except a humble “Thank you.” 

Ministry Teams and Resource Teams 

Whether they recognize it or not, every church has two different kind of committee. Some committees 
plan the programs and ministries of the church. These are the education committees, worship 
committees, children’s team, missions team, and so on. These are the ones who understand why the 
church is here and try to help it do its tasks better. The other kind of committee is administrative, 
dealing with finances and building issues and personnel and so on. It doesn’t take a huge intellect to 
realize that we need both kinds of committee. If we only have the Ministry Teams, but no one is taking 
care of the resources that support that ministry, then what ministry the church does will be limited and 
chaotic. On the other hand, a church that only collects money and maintains its building and pays its 
staff but never does anything else may not be chaotic, but it will be pointless. 
 
The United Methodist Book of Discipline acknowledges this distinction and takes a different approach 
to the two kinds of committee. It designates very specific guidelines for all the administrative teams, 
each rule reflecting some hard-earned lesson that should be avoided in the future, but when it comes 
to the ministry teams, the BOD wisely steps back and allows each church to organize as it sees fit, to 
adapt its ministry to its own context and giftedness. (Because the BOD gives specific rules for the one 
sort of committee and leaves the others alone can seem to imply that Methodists care more about 
administration than ministry, but it’s actually the exact opposite: mission and ministry and making 
disciples need to be driven by context and by passion. They are too important to micromanage.) 
 
In 2022, we are slightly shifting the way that we do our Ministry Teams. We have, like most churches, 
had a wide variety of separate teams, operating separately. These include: Worship, Mission, 
Hospitality, Children, Spiritual Formation, Youth, Accessibility, and probably some others that I’ve 
forgotten. This has worked fairly well, but two things have happened as a result of our shut-downs and 
pandemic measures. First, it got incredibly hard to find enough people to fill all these different 
committees. It was already a chore, because this structure was put together at a time when we had 
twice as many members, but when you add that most people are connecting to the church remotely 
now, recruitment got hairy. Second, when we held online meetings, we often combined committees, or 
at least overlapped them, and discovered that that was really helpful. People from Hospitality had a lot 
to add to Worship team meetings, for instance. 
 
So in 2022, we’re going to experiment with cross-pollinating our ministry teams. All (or at least most) of 
our Ministry Teams will meet together in a large group on the second Monday of the month, at 6:00pm, 
in the Fellowship Hall. At that time we will discuss together key ministry issues for the month, 
after which our individual teams will separate to deal with their specific tasks.  
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through  

December 19 
 
In memory of: Rev John Kruse & son-in-law 

Michael; and in honor of Ginny Kruse, Ann, 

Kate, Carrie, Ellen & grandchildren; 

 Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: Youth 

In memory of: Carol Lane; 

 Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Community Table; 

 Donor: Joyce Simpson; Designated for: 

Radio Ministry; 

In memory of: Tashai Atkins family; 

 Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Community Table; 

In memory of: Deb Peterson family; 

 Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Community Table; 

Special Gifts 

Radio Ministry gifts donated by: Rachel Capozzi, 

Paul and Virginia Hilbrich; 

Radio Ministry gift in honor of Ellen Prellwitz; 

donated by: Marilyn Sullivan; 

Flowers in memory of: Bob and Barb Kindschi; 
given by Rachel Capozzi & Haas families. 

 

 

 

Financial Report through November 

As you can see from the summary report below, November 
was a very good month for the church financially. Many 
generous gifts came in the mail, even beyond our online giving 
and Sunday collections. In just this month, you gave about 
$7,000 more than our budget had projected.  

As of November 30, we had about a $43,000 surplus on the 
year. Now one part of that huge amount is the $39,000 that we 
received as a part of the pandemic stimulus package. We 
received that as a loan in 2020, and then the loan was 
changed to a grant in early 2021, so all that money was 
counted in this year. But you’ll notice that even without that 
grant money, we would be ending the month of November in 
the black.  

There are no words beyond a simple “Thank you.”  

No, that’s not true. There is one more thing to say: we assume 
that you have given so generously because you believe that 
this church will use the money well and responsibly—for 
ministry to each other, to our community, and to our world. 
You are not giving to the church, but entrusting the church with 
gifts for the needs of 
the world. Here is our 
promise: we will take 
that trust seriously. 

And again . . . 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the February issue 
(mailed on January 25 need to be  
received no later than JAN 17. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Kenna Szymanski 
kenna@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

North West District Gathering 

January 22, 9am—3pm, online 

On Saturday, January 22, our district of the Wisconsin United Methodist 

Conference will be holding a time of training and encouragement—

online. Rev. Susan Amann, a counselor who is a deacon in our 

conference, will be the keynote speaker, with “Out of the Boxing Ring 

and into the Baptismal Font: Clergy Wellness,” dealing with self-care for 

all church leaders in the midst of a pandemic.  

But beyond that there will be training sessions for: Trustees, Finance, 

Lay Servants, and all who are trying to learn the conference’s “Brick 

River” communication system (which is primarily pastors). There will also 

be sessions on Racial Justice and streamlining church administration. 

The conference is required for clergy but open to everyone. The entire 

event runs from 9:00am until 3:00pm, but people may come and go. If 

you are interested in any of the above topics, register at the address 

below: 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.eventbrite.com/x/leadership-

in-the-post-pandemic-church-tickets-208006492017. 

 

 

Volunteers Needed at Eau Claire Warming Center 

Currently the homeless have nowhere downtown to go during the day: 
the library has moved, Sojourner closes its doors during the day, even 
the gas station where they could get something to drink and go to the 
bathroom has closed. 

A group of community members and local officials has partnered to 
create a Warming Center to give the homeless a place to stay during the 
day. The Warming Center will start with Sundays and Christmas: 
December 24-26, January 1-2, and Sundays after, 8:30-6:30. Shifts will 
be for five hours.  

The need for volunteers is great! This season of giving, please consider 
serving the community in this important way. It is unsustainable and 
unacceptable that people are on the street during winter. Let’s work 
together as a community to make daytime shelter a reality. 

Please sign up here, we are looking for both experienced and non-
experienced volunteers: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ADAF2EA5F9C16-
warming   

If you have any questions please contact The Warming Center 
at: ecwarmingcenter@gmail.com. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ADAF2EA5F9C16-warming
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ADAF2EA5F9C16-warming
mailto:ecwarmingcenter@gmail.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
6:00 PM Living 
Room Worship 
on Facebook 

2 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Message: "Unexpected Gifts"; 

Text: Matthew 2:1-6 and 9-11  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary/Room 202)  

10:15 AM Education Time  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms 

On The Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

3 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

4 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

5 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6 
9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

7 8 
8:00 AM  
Fellowship Hall 
In Use (Wallace 
Family Event) 
6:00 PM Living 
Room Worship 
on Facebook 

9 
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on 

Facebook 

Sermon: "Two Much of Water Hast 

Thou"; Text: Mark 1:4-11   

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary/Room 202)  

10:15 AM Education Time  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms 

On The Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 

(Dockside Room)  

10 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Conference Room)  

3:00 PM Staff Parish 

(Fellowship Hall/on line)  

5:30 PM Ministry Night: 

Missions, Worship, 

Hospitality, Spiritual 

Formation (Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dockside)  

11 
6:00 PM 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

12 
9:00 AM Community Table  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Committee 

Meeting (Fireside Library)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

13 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

14 15 
6:00 PM Living 
Room Worship 
on Facebook 

16 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley 

Homeless Ministry  

8:30 AM  Pancakes and French Toast 

Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

17 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Conference Room)  

 

 

18 
5:30 PM 

Trustees 

(Fellowship 

Hall/on line) 

 

 

19 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

20 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside  

Library]  

 

 

21 22 
9:00 AM  North 
West District 
Gathering 
(online) 
 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16th continued 

Sermon: "The Lure of Idolatry";  

Text: Isaiah 44:9-20  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary/Room 202)  

10:15 AM Education Time  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms 

On The Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

17th continued 

6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dockside)  

18th continued  

6:15 PM 

Finance 

Committee 

(Fireside 

Library/on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

19th continued 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

20th continued 

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

22nd cont’d 
10:00 AM 

Room 202 In 

Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support Group) 

 

6:00 PM Living 
Room Worship 
on Facebook 
  

23 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: "Health and Wellness";  

Text: Ecclesiastes 2:1-11  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time  

10:30 AM "Foundations of Faith" Class 

(Room 202)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms 

On The Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 

(Dockside Room)  

24 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Conference Room)  

6:00 PM Church Council 

(Fellowship Hall/online)  

25 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

26 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

1:30 PM Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

27 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Sewers 

Guild)  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

28 29 
6:00 PM Living 
Room Worship 
on Facebook 

30 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: "Wealth and Hellness";  

Text: Luke 12:13-21  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time  

10:30 AM "Foundations of Faith" Class 

(Room 202)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms 

On The Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

31 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Conference Room)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Meeting 

(Room 202)  
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