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Conspiracy Theories and Faith 

We are hearing a great deal about conspiracy theories 
these days. Many of those who stormed the United 
States Capitol in January were there because of their 
acceptance of one or more conspiracy theories (from 
this point on, just “CT”). The larger CT that brought 
them together, of course, was that the election had 
been stolen from former President Trump by means of 
a diabolical and brilliantly executed plan, led by the 
Democrats and involving hidden operatives at every 
level, voting machines programmed to reject 
Republican votes, and much more. But while that CT 

was the immediate issue, many other CTs were represented as well, notably the 
QAnon CT, whose followers believe that Democrats and a global elite run a well-
hidden child sex and cannibalism cabal that they have kept invisible for years 
but which has been revealed by the anonymous insider called Q. 

I’m not going to comment on the content of these CTs. I’m a life-long Democrat, 
and if you want to believe that the leaders of my party are competent and 
organized enough to pull off any of the above, I can’t help you. Instead, I want to 
speak to an argument that I have run across several times in the past weeks: 
that one cause of CTs is religion itself. The argument is that most religions call 
on people to accept as true things that cannot be scientifically validated. Once 
people have been taught by religion to ignore facts, why should we be surprised 
that some go on to believe that Bill Gates is implanting mind control microchips 
in vaccines?  

I should begin by acknowledging that there is at least some validity to the 
comparison of CTs and religion. Just look at my own faith, for instance.  

 I believe that there is a God who created everything and who is beyond the 
capacity of science to prove or disprove (convenient, huh?) 

 I believe that Jesus, a human from the 1st century, was also that God in the 
flesh. I know that makes no sense, and I believe it anyway. 

 I believe that Jesus rose from the dead, in a new and different sort of body, 
and then left the earth to return to the divine realm. I have read multiple 
scientific arguments against any of that being true, but no argument has 
changed or will change my belief. 

 

Like every conspiracy theorist, my beliefs are apparently impervious to facts.  

But let me suggest one way that CTs and our faith are different, by quoting that 
same Jesus in whom I believe: You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes 
gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? In the same way, every good tree 
bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits. 
(Matthew 7:16-20). Jesus says that, in faith at least, truth is to be sought not in 
rational proof but in practical effect. In other words, where does a belief lead? If 

See p. 3 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sermon Series: The Bible Story Journey (III) 
From Chaos to Empire 

 

Saturday-Sunday, February 6-7  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestream on Facebook.  

Sermon: “In the Wilderness” 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 21 - 2 Samuel 1 
 

Saturday-Sunday, February 13-14  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestream on Face-
book.  

Sermon: “King and Covenant” 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 2-9 
 
Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday Worship 
Drive-through Imposition of Ashes: Church canopy 12:00-1:00pm 
Worship by Facebook Livestream at 6:00pm (see p. 3) 
 

Sermon Series: Stuff to Give Up for Lent 
 

Saturday-Sunday, February 20-21 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestream on Face-
book.  

Sermon: “Scorekeeping” 

Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Saturday-Sunday, February 27-28  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Guilt” 
Scripture: John 21:4-22 
 
 

*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service 
on the first Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his 
or her own bread and cup. Whatever you have handy is fine. As     
always, United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all 
to Christ’s table. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

From p. 1 

a person were to dedicate himself or herself wholly to Christianity where 
would that take that person? And what about the person who is wholly 
dedicated to QAnon? Just look at two areas of life, relationship to self and 
relationship to others: 

 Self. The utterly dedicated QAnon believer is angry, paranoid, and 
miserable. The utterly dedicated Christian is Francis of Assisi. My 
college psychology professor once said to me, “If someone were to 
actually live all the teachings of Jesus, that person would be the most 
well-adjusted, psychologically healthy individual on earth. Also the 
happiest.” 

 Others. Simply put, QAnon tears apart families, alienates friends, and 
leaves the person with no substantive relationships – only online 
agreement from similarly angry strangers. What about Christianity? 
Think of the most Christ-like person you know. Does that person have 
friends? Yes. Many and deep. 

 
I realize that this absolute comparison isn’t very realistic – comparing the 
ultimate Christian to the ultimate conspiracy theorist. Not all conspiracy 
theorists are bitter, paranoid social pariahs, and God knows that some 
who claim the name of Christ are. (Some of them were shoulder to 
shoulder with the QAnon crowd in the Capital mob on 1/6.) I use that 
absolute comparison only to show the different trajectories of the two 
paths. The deeper one goes into the world of conspiracy theory, the more 
alienated, fearful, and angry one becomes. The farther one travels in the 
footsteps of Christ, the more peaceful, connected, and whole one 
becomes. There is no hope at the bottom of the CT rabbit hole; there is 
nothing but hope at the top of the winding stairway of faith. 

Christianity is an unprovable belief, like a CT, but it works very differently. 
If practiced as directed, Christianity makes people better human beings, 
the kind that we sense we were made to be. As far as I’m concerned, 
that’s better than scientific proof, anyway. Being like Christ, even a little 
bit, is way better than being proven correct.  

 
HAVE YOU 
FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calendar, news, 
online giving and more.  
Visit it often for past 
sermon  recordings, past 
Circuit Riders, and a direct 
link to our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an 
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   
 

 
Monthly Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, February 17 

for   
Thursday, February 25 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Ellen Prellwitz at 

Adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org 
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Worship in February 

Ash Wednesday. We will have our traditional Ash Wednesday service on 
Wednesday, February 17, at 6:00pm. As with our Sunday worship 
services, we will worship remotely, by means of a Facebook livestream. 
But for this service, we are adding an in-person element. Beginning at 
noon, Pastor Jerry will be under the canopy in the church parking lot with 
ashes to impose on either hands or foreheads. He will be there until 
1:00pm, or until the line is done. (Please enter the parking lot from 
Hudson Street, on the south, and then exit onto Lake Street.) 

Lenten Worship. During Lent, Pastor Jerry will be preaching a series on 
stuff that we really might think about giving up during Lent. No, not 
chocolate. This series is not about things so much as about unhealthy 
habits of mind and self-defeating attitudes toward others. Other aspects 
of our church program will connect to this series. The children’s at-home 
Sunday School will follow the series, as will evening Lenten services 
beginning at 6:30 pm. For more details, on both, see p. 6. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

A Letter from Bishop Jung on Returning to Church In Person 

 

My beloved Wisconsin siblings in Christ, 
  
I greet you in this New Year.  2020 has been a wilderness challenge for us, but we are a people of the Good 
News – we are not through the wilderness yet, but we are striving toward the Promised Land.  
 
I am reminded of God’s promise through Moses to Joshua from Deuteronomy 31:7-8, “Then Moses 
summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: ‘Be strong and bold, for you are the one who will 
go with this people into the land that the Lord has sworn to their ancestors to give them; and you will put 
them in possession of it. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake 
you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 
 
We may need to continue this way for months to come, but with the brightening light of the Promise Land, 
growing ever brighter.  I am so proud of all the precautions and safety measures our laity and clergy members 
have taken.  Well done, good and faithful stewards.  Now let us stay the course for the necessary months 
ahead so that when we return fully to our sanctuaries and churches, we do so with the assurance that all will 
be well, healthy, and thriving. 
  
We understand the deep desire for gathering and being together, but we also need to be aware of, and 
understand, the risks that gathering poses. 
  
Like John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules, we have adapted Three Simple Rules for Re-Entry: 

 Be Cautious To determine your best next steps as a local congregation, we recommend that you follow 
your local County Health Department Guidelines for gathering.  

 Be Gracious We ask that you show grace to those who may have differing 
opinions of what the re-entry process may be for your church and 
congregation.  Be gracious to those who may choose to remain in a virtual 
setting, or choose to safely worship in person, whether that be laity or 
clergy. 

  Be Flexible Be mindful that cases, vaccines, and information are changing 
daily.  Remain flexible with your re-entry plan knowing that you may have 
to pivot back to virtual.  Make a plan that has tiered phases to it so that 
you can quickly adjust without having to have an “all or nothing” plan. 

 
Know my beautiful Wisconsin people, I am praying for you all. I think of all of 
you daily, and I rejoice in your faithfulness through these difficult days.  Let 
us put 2020 behind us – taking with us all that it taught us – to enter 2021 
stronger, smarter, healthier, and more faithful than ever before.  Bless 
you.  Thanks be to our God. 
  
  
In Christ’s Love, 

 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other dif-

ference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Stampers!   
 
THANK YOU to the people 
who are sending out cards to 
our shut -ins. 
  And a 
REMINDER 
that there is a 
box of 
“goodies” in 
Fellowship 
Hall, near the 
water 
fountains, from a former card 
maker.  There are packages 
of “bits and pieces” to 
stimulate your creativity.  
Please help yourself to a 
package or three and see 
what you come up with.   
 
Surprise yourself. 
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ARCW Wish List for Month:  
Meal in a Can. 
 
Consider supporting our local 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry during 
the month of February by 
donating a Meal-in-a-Can. Your 
effort will help feed local clients of 
the AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin presently challenged 
by HIV/AIDS.  Please place your 
item in the ARCW box located 
near the entrance to Fellowship 
Hall.    
 
Special thanks to those Lake 
Street members who donated 
80+ rolls of bathroom tissue 
during the month of 
December along with canned 
fruit, candy, soup, coffee, 
crackers and snacks. Your 
kindness touches many in our 
community! 
 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Monthly Mission Offering: Flood Buckets 

As we have done recently in February, we will be collecting money 
with which to assemble flood buckets. These are 5-gallon buckets 
filled with a list of the things most useful in cleaning up after a flood 
emergency. Once assembled, these are taken to the Midwest Mis-
sion Distribution Center in Northern Illinois, a United Methodist sup-
ply center for disaster relief and other mission projects. They will 
then be issued to Volunteers In Mission disaster relief projects as 
needed. 

Two years ago, we assembled the flood buckets during a coffee 
fellowship one Sunday at church, and then Tim Atkins took them to 
the Wisconsin Annual Conference in his van, where there was a 
truck from the MMDC waiting. Last year, as the pandemic was just 
getting started and Annual Conference was held online, we simply 
sent a check for disaster relief. But this year we hope to assemble 
flood buckets again. Our trained shoppers from the Mission Team 
will purchase the items, using the 
MMDC list, and we hope that by 
June restrictions will be lightened 
enough that we can assemble 
them together again. But the first 
step is to collect money. Gifts 
given through the “Monthly Mis-
sion Offering” tab on the online 
giving portal in February (and 
March) will go for this project. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 
the Community Table are: 
 

February 11 (9:00am-2:00pm) 
March 10 (9:00am-2:00pm) 
April 

 
Volunteers may sign up for the 
whole time or for the first or second 
half. The CT has a good system, 
and first timers have no trouble 
fitting right in. To volunteer, contact 
Tom Stanford. 

Beacon House  

Hosting 
 

Our next week to host at the 
Family Promise / Beacon 
House Shelter will be March 
14-20. 
 
We need volunteers to 
prepare evening meals for 
the guests and perhaps by 
then volunteers will be 
permitted to serve as 
overnight hosts again. To 
volunteer or to find out more, 
contact Kent Gierhart. 
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UMW February Reading Program 

Continued from p. 7   

So, for the month of February and beyond, if you desire, we will 
have time for book sharing that will follow our UMW’s theme for 
2021 – Knitting Together for God’s Good Works. 

This will happen with the following simple steps…. 

1. Find a partner/buddy, with whom you will each read the 
same book and then discuss the book over the phone.  A 
great way to be covid safe, and still stay connected. 

2. Use the provided discussion question below to get started, 
however, not to limit you in your discussion.  Another good 
resource of discussions, can be found at the end of many 
books. 

3. And then repeat the process with a new book or a new 
partner/buddy. 

4. And then repeat again, as long as you wish.  Again, this is a 
wonderful way to stay connected, use our God given gifts of 
obtaining knowledge and experiences thru reading. 

5. All that is asked of you and your buddy, is to contact Chris 
Draxler each time you complete a discussion, so I can keep 
track of participation, and recommendations on a good book 
to read. 

 
As for books, the United Methodist Women’s book cart has 
many excellent books to read, are own Lake Street library has a 
large selection of fiction and non-fiction books and the public 
library is an excellent choice also. 

Suggested Discussion Questions to use to begin your 
discussion…. 

1. Were you able to see God at work in this book? 
2. What frustrations did you experience in reading this book? 
3. How did the book change you for the better or for the worst? 

When discussing together, please remember the importance of 
listening well to your reading buddy, respecting their thoughts 
and opinions and to enjoy this time, to feel comfortable to share 
with each other.   

There will be no quiz, no grade, just a time to be knitted together 
as sisters in Christ, to draw near to God thru the gifts we have 
been given here on earth….living, learning and loving each day 
as we are knitted together for God’s good works. 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Dear Families, 

Sunday-School-in-a-Box returns! 

The time has come for us to return to box pick-up and drop-off! We will begin 
boxes again the first week of Lent (Sunday, February 21). This will make it 
easier to provide materials to you for lessons that coordinate with our lent 
series this year. I look forward to boxing up materials for you!  

Kenna  

Lenten Worship and Learning 

During Lent, Pastor Jerry will be talking 

about some things to give up during Lent. 

People often give up chocolate or coffee or 

something like that, and that’s hard enough, 

but this time we will be talking about things 

that are even harder. The sermons will be: 

Feb. 21 Giving up Scorekeeping 

Feb. 28 Giving up Guilt 

March 7 Giving up Envy 

March 14 Giving up Control 

March 21 Giving up Giving up 

 

As you can see, these are deep (unhealthy) 

habits, not the sort of thing that one simply 

decides to stop in a moment. The most we 

can do with each of these issues is begin a 

conversation that may lead to the start of 

change.  

With that in mind, we are going to use our 

Wednesday Lenten services to carry each 

conversation a little further. Join us each 

Wednesday, beginning Feb. 24, at 6:30pm 

on Facebook for a time of prayer and re-

flection, followed by conversation. Exactly 

how we will work the various technology is 

still being decided, so stay tuned for more 

information.  

(Note that the Children’s Sunday-School-in-

a-Box program will also connect to the ser-

mons, as much as possible.) 
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A Thank You Letter 

 
The following letter came to the 
office with a financial gift, but the 
letter itself is a gift. 
 
Dear Pastor Jerry, 
 
I learned to play catch with a ball 
at age 5-6 years old. It’s time for 
me to throw the ball with a gift. 
 
Florence Shepherd sent me a 
card, Bev Maser called me on 
the phone. Nice way to stay in 
touch. 
 
I thank all who are making the 
Sunday service on the radio. It 
gives me hope that the time 
Dennis and I spent at this place 
is still moving on. 
 
The memories of peace and joy 
from those who care. God 
created us to care for the earth 
and we are not alone. 
 
Donna Jahnke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month’s UMW birthdays 
1st — Corinne Gjerning 
5th — Tom Wineinger (80th) 
10th — Virginia Markin 
14th — Joyce Mort 
21st — Donna Sommer 
27th — Evelyn Peterson 

UMW NEWS 

United Methodist Women’s 2020 Financial News 

Below you will find Lake Street UMW’s contributions to mission and 
community projects during 2020.  In this unprecedented year of the 
Pandemic there was no income from hosting special meal events or the 
Bazaar so these gifts were made possible by the pledges and special gifts 
of UMW members, and the profits from the Silent Auction, and quilts made.  
A big “thank you” to all who contributed their time, talents, money and 
prayers to fulfill the mission purpose of UMW. 

 
In addition, the following “in kind” gifts were given: 

 100 personal hygiene kits (ditty bags) to Bolton House women and 
children 

 60 UMCOR school kits 

Report compiled by Julie Holzinger, Lake St. UMW treasurer 

Pledge to Missions $7000.00 

Special gifts to mission & gifts in memory   $250.00 

Special Mission recognition gifts     $40.00 

World Thank offering   $347.00 

Community Table   $350.00 

Chippewa Valley Free Clinic   $250.00 

Family Promise of Chippewa Valley (Beacon House)   $300.00 

Bolton Refuge House   $300.00 

Western Dairyland Services   $100.00 

Salvation Army – Carelink   $200.00 

Feed My People food bank   $200.00 

St. Francis Food bank   $100.00 

Sojourner House   $200.00 

United Methodist Children’s Services   $350.00 

Harbor House Crisis Shelter   $350.00 

Northcott Neighborhood House   $350.00 

Annual Spanish language Upper Room subscription for 
Hispanic ministry 

  
  $132.00 

  
Total monetary gifts for 2021 

  
$10,819.00 

United Methodist Women’s February Program 

Program – Knitted Together through Reading and Sharing 

Program Leader – Chris Draxler 

Have you ever read a book, and gleaned so much from it? It is such a 
wonderful feeling!......But that is it…….a feeling. 

Through reading we gain enjoyment, knowledge, facts, a story view of 
someone’s life journey or opportunities to grow mentally and spiritually. 

However, when we read a book and share with others, it offers a great 
opportunity to retain what we have read, hence remembering and applying 
those facts, ideas and experiences in our own life and with others. 

 Continued on p. 6 
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Lake Street on Mission: A Year in Review 

At the end of a year, when all the numbers are crunched, and reports are submitted to the Conference, it is 

normal to offer a summary of those numbers. After all, numbers tell a story. Unfortunately, we usually just 

give the less important numbers: revenue vs. expenditures, investment gains, stuff like that. So, as we did 

last year, let’s take some time to list some numbers that actually reflect our reason for being here. 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Monthly Mission Offerings 

Every month, over and above our regular offerings, we 

collect money for community or world ministry. We 

sometimes call this the “Loose Change Offering,” but in a 

year without physical offering plates, that feels a little 

strange. Some of the mission offerings received gifts 

throughout the year. The totals below include gifts that 

came in beyond their designated months. This year’s 

monthly offerings were: 

January:  Chippewa Valley Street Min. $254.93  

February: Flood Buckets for Disaster Relief $355.42 

March: Flood Buckets (part 2) $833.89 

April:  Helping Hands $2,113.00  

May:  Helping Hands  $3,175.00  

June:  Community Table $610.00 

July:  Good Neighbor Project $1,330.00 

August:  UMCOR $974.69 

September: Beacon House $420.00 

October:  Feed My People/Pop Up Pantry  $955.00 

Nov & Dec:  Meaningful Christmas  

 Eau Claire Free Clinic $1883.00 

  Beacon House $1883.00  

Total:  $14,787.93 

For comparison, last year’s total 
for mission giving was:  $7,048.61 

Notes on the Mission Giving Above 

A person could be excused for being astonished at the giving above. Did we really give almost eight 

thousand dollars more to mission projects this year than last year? Yes, we did. Here are some of the 

things that help understand the extra giving. First of all, there was the pandemic and the resulting 

recession. Many of you gave generous extra gifts to the Helping Hands fund, which is designated for 

emergency relief for those struggling with bills (see article above). Second, this year our Mission Team 

began a new partnership, with Feed My People, to staff and underwrite “Pop-Up Pantries” to bring food 

to the food insecure. Both of these areas represent much higher giving than in previous years. But, 

while these represent most of the increase, nearly every mission project that we raised money for did 

better in 2020. 

Volunteering in 2020 

This year, pandemic or no pandemic, we 
continued our regular volunteering in the 
community - and even added a new 
partnership, with Feed My People, to 
support their effort to bring food out of the 
pantry and into the community.  

 The Community Table. We cooked and 
served meals 10 times in 2020, in 
person until March and then as carry-out 
after that.  

 Beacon House. We hosted three times 
in 2020, serving meals to the families 
and (until March) providing overnight 
hosts. 

 Pop-Up Pantries. We volunteered at 
three different community food pantry 
events and paid the costs of one of 
them ($1,000).  

Helping Hands 

This fund is a confidential emergency fund, 

administered by the pastor. This year we 

helped families with rent, living expenses 

while in rehab, car repairs, and hotel for an 

evicted family, spending about $1,500. This 

fund is well-supplied for 2021, because of 

your generosity in 2020. In addition, many of 

you brought gas and food cards for the pastor 

to give away to applicants. 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through January 19 

 
 

Special Gifts 
 
In memory of:  Phyllis Kurtz; 

Donors:  Bill and Bonnie Wright, 

Janet Kurtz; Designated for:  

Hispanic Ministry 

In memory of:  Bert Chatterson; 

Donor:  Bev Maser; Designated for:  

Archives 

In memory of:  Robert Darling; 

Donor:  Janet Darling; Designated 

for:  Radio Ministry, Advent 

In memory of:  Margaret Gelvin; 

Donor:  Bruce Gelvin; Designated for:  

Children’s Ministry, Youth Center 

In memory of:  Donna Judes; 

Donors:  Dale and Pegi Fleming; 
Designated for:  Meaningful 
Christmas. 

 

 

Financial Report, 2020 

Occasionally a church has a positive financial report to make, and 
nearly always there is someone on staff or in the financial team who 
wants to downplay the good news. The idea seems to be that if 
people think we’re doing all right they won’t give, so we need to keep 
people thinking that we’re desperate for their money. I don’t believe 
that. Hearing that a church is on its last legs makes me less 
interested in giving, not more, because I want my giving to be used 
for ministry, not for propping up a failing institution.  

So, anyway, today I want to give you good news. In the midst of the 
most challenging year that I can remember for churches, we not only 
held the line financially, we far exceeded expectations. As you see in 
the chart below, even after you discount the (unrealized) income from 
our Parsonage Investment, we are ending the year with a $31,000 
surplus. Yes, much of this is because we did less this year and 
therefore spent less money. (The Trustees didn’t use up all their 
maintenance budget. When has that ever happened?) But that’s not 
the whole story. Even without a weekly offering plate, you as a 
congregation gave about $16,700 more in 2020 than you gave in 
2019, defying a decades-long trend in the opposite direction.  

Thank you. But since I seriously 
doubt you gave just to keep the 
church afloat, but rather to 
support our ministry, I invite you 
to look across the page at the 
ways we have been able to 
continue to serve and minister 
and support ministry throughout 
2020. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication for 
members and friends of the Lake 
Street United Methodist Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz--Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the Month issue 
(mailed on date need to be  
received no later than DATE 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Kenna Szymanski 
kenna@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Joel Carr 
(no email address) 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
communications@lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

SCRIP Results, 2020 

What would you imagine would happen to the church’s SCRIP 
program in a year in which we were only open on Sunday for 
about 10 weeks? How could they be effective without the 
Sunday morning SCRIP table in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday morning. 

The answer is Dave Doxsie. Running the SCRIP program 
from his home, he took orders by phone and delivered cards 
as necessary. Almost single-handedly, he kept the program 
alive, and in early December he sent a check for over $3,000 
to the church to use as we needed. As you can see from the 
chart below, 2020 was a low year, but not the lowest. This 
year, which will see us return to church eventually, we can 
hope for even more. SCRIP proceeds for 2021 have been 
tentatively dedicated to paying for . . . (see below). 
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Trustees Project:  
New Carpeting for Fellowship Hall 

 

Believe it or not, it has been over ten 
years since the carpet in the 
Fellowship Hall was replaced, and 
whether you remember it or not, it 
needs it again. We have tried to catch 
and clip back the unraveling strips as 
soon as they appear, but they keep 
extending anyway. So the Trustees 
have begun taking bids on replacing it 
with new carpet tile.  

Stay tuned for more information, but 
the Trustees hope to have it all in place 
by the time we are back in Coffee 
Fellowship.  






