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On Praying for Healing and Peace 
Jerry Morris 
 
Prayer is a curious bird, far more complicated than we 
seem to believe. Sometimes, for instance, we feel the 
need to pray but have no idea what to ask for. More than 
once, I have prayed with a family gathered around the bed 
of a desperately ill parent, knowing that one adult child is     
praying, “God, don’t take Mom yet!” while her sister is   
praying, “God, let her pass to you in peace, free from 
pain.” What do I pray? I ask that God will be in the  
situation, giving comfort where comfort is needed and strength and healing to 
all involved. Whatever happens, stay near us, God. 
 
Or, again, what do you pray when you face a terminal, or life-changing,  
diagnosis? Well, first you pray for a miracle. God does miracles, so it can  
happen. (I have seen it happen:  I remember the young man with the broken 
back who lay in Intensive Care unable to move arms or legs, wishing he had 
died in his accident, and who now is walking with a cane and coaching soccer, 
to the amazement of his doctors.) But we also know that God doesn’t do  
miracles on demand, not every time. How do you pray when you stand over the 
friend with terminal cancer? Is it miracle or nothing? Again, I ask that God will 
be in the situation, giving comfort where comfort is needed and strength and 
healing to all involved. Whatever happens, stay near us, God. 
 
Here’s another one. We pray for world peace. But we are also aware that 
peace in the world and between groups and individuals will not happen until the 
people who are at war actually want peace. Can we pray for God to make other 
people want what we want them to want? Doesn’t that contradict the essence 
of free will? Does God do that? So we pray for what we long for, asking God to 
be in the situation working in every possible way to guide people toward peace. 
 
I think of all these things as I pray this month for the United Methodist Church, 
for in February the church I have joined and come to love is going to change. 
For those who have not been following this, late this month a special General 
Conference of the UMC will meet in St. Louis to see if there is a way for people 
with such widely different views on homosexuality to remain a “united” church. 
They will consider different proposed options. One plan will allow individual 
churches and conferences to make up their own mind as to whether they will 
perform same-sex marriages and ordain LGBTQ people. Another plan will  
affirm the current ban on same-sex marriage and gay clergy and enforce those 
rules strictly. (There are other plans and variations, but these are the primary 
options.) 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Morris 

Pastor 

Rev. Bill Beaton 

Visitation Pastor 

Ellen Prellwitz 

Administrative Secretary 

Kenna Szymanski 

Children’s Ministry  

Chris Draxler 

Ministry Coordinator 

David Fehr 

Minister of Music 

Edna Sahs 

Organist 

Jennifer Lohmann 

Pianist 

Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 

Finance Clerk 

Aaron Athas 

Communications  

Facilitator 

Jon Case 

Custodian 

Logan Wallace 

Worship Technology 

Carley Van Beek 

Nursery 

 

Volunteers 

Many Gifted Laity 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Sermon Series: Almost Christian 

 
 
Sunday, February 3  
 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with  
 Communion* 
 Sermon: “God Wants You to Succeed!” 
 Luke 9:23-26, 57-62 (Psalm 71:1-6) 
 
Sunday, February 10  
 5th Sunday after Epiphany  
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am  
 Sermon: “Hard Work and Family Values” 
 Mark 10:13-22 (Psalm 138) 
 
Sunday, February 17  
 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am 
 Sermon: “Progress and the Strange  
 Persistence of Guilt” 
 Romans 2:1-12; 5:1-11 (Psalm 132:1-5) 
 
Sunday, February 24  
 7th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am 
 Sermon: “Well-Being” 
 Matthew 7:15-27 (Psalm 1) 
 
   
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived 
and died for all, we welcome to Christ’s table all 
who seek God. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NEED HAND AND WHEELS? 
Two Wheel Walkers (on wheels with a seat) 
will be in Fellowship Hall for use at Lake 
Street Church!   So, if putting a walker in 
your car or trunk is not easy, just drive up to 
the canopy door, have someone bring 
a walker to the car and be on your way to 
worship or activities at Church!! 
 
They are adjustable for height and should 
be a help for anyone with that support for moving about our  
building!!     
 
Tell your driver this news!!! 
 
 
 
HIVES?  HARK? 
We mean, ARCHIVES; not the other itchy ones , 
but we are itching for folks to know more about 
our great Archives of Lake Street Church!  Many 
photo albums of confirmands, women's groups, 
activities are there to show how life has been in 
this congregation for many, many years! 
 
The faithful workers usually meet on the 4th Monday of the month to 
work on keeping up records and photo's, etc. so through the years, 
others will know of the work done for and with God, past and present!   
 
Have a question of some history of Lake Street?  Come check out the 
Archive room on the 4th Monday morning of each month!! 
Call 715-271-3465 for questions.. 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, 
past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit Rider  
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church  
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address Service  
Requested changes that 
come back to the church. 
We appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, February 20th 

for  
Thursday, February 28th 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 

3 

(Continued from page 1) 

What do I pray? Do I pray for a miraculous healing of the broken church 
body? Sure. And I do. But compared to this, healing my paralyzed friend 
and sending him out to the soccer fields again seems pretty easy stuff. Do I 
pray for peace? Of course. But can there be peace unless all the parties 
involved actually want peace? God would have to make an awful lot of   
people simply change their minds, and does God even do that? I feel a little 
bit as if I am standing again over the bed of a desperately ill patient, unsure 
if I should pray for another (temporary) healing or for God to simply let    
nature take its course with as little pain as possible so that we who are left 
can grieve and then move on with life. 

So, God? I ask you to be in this conference as decisions are made that will 
affect the lives of so many. I ask you to give comfort, courage, wisdom, 
compassion, and strength to those who are there. And to those of us who 
will be picking up the pieces when it is done. Whatever happens, stay near 
us, God. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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Important Dates  
 
February 6th – 10am  
Executive Board Room 202 
 
February 12th – 9:30am  
 
Morning and Afternoon Reading 
Groups will  meet together at 
9:30 am in the Church           
Library!   There will be a       
Valentine Celebration with    
Poetry shared by those         
attending! 
 
The Afternoon Reading group 
will only meet on this Tuesday, 
Feb. 12 this month 
 
 
February 13th  
1pm Faith Circle  will meet at 
Janelle Earl’s 2107 Valmont 
Ave. EC on Wednesday 
 
1:30pm  
Rebecca Circle—Fellowship 
Hall 
 
February 20th – 1pm Hall UMW 
General meeting with a snack 
served after the program  -   
Fellowship Hall 
 
March 23rd - The big 150th 
UMW Legacy Celebration 
Please mark your calendars  
 

 
This month’s birthdays 
2-1 Corinne Gjerning 
2-10 Virginia Markin 
2-12 Amber Possehl—85 
2-14 Joyce Mortt 
2-19 Rachel Morley—90 
2-21 Donna Sommer 
2-23 March Hennig—95 
2-27 Evelyn Peterson 

UMW NEWS 

THE COUNTDOWN CONTINUES! 
As we count down to our 150th UMW Anniversary Celebration 
the February 20th General Meeting will have table displays or 
presentations by each of our circles and interest groups to help 
us understand our Lake Street Legacy. Carol Gudnason and  
Rita Houser will lead the 1:00 meeting. Dessert will be served 
so please RSVP to Rita Houser at 715-834-0434 or at 
rhouser1010@gmail.com by Sunday, February 17.  
 
A TIME TO SERVE IN OCTOBER 
Though we are just into the new year, we can add Lake Street’s 
Bazaar to our calendars.  This time it is scheduled for October 
19 and 20.  Please write down these important dates.  This    
annual event for missions and our own Lake Street UMC needs 
lots of help to meet our fundraising goals.  Put on your thinking 
cap to come up with ways to be supportive as we work toward 
Fall.  Plan to come sometimes in March to brainstorm ideas for 
work days.  Continue to watch the Circuit Rider and Short      
Circuit for announcements.  Thank you for your ideas and your 
service. 
 
 
UMW BOOK REVIEW  
Laura Willis thought she wanted to be a priest. While she was 
thinking it through she began [working at a 
tiny food pantry. If you asked someone 
waiting at my office [at the food pantry] 
why they were there, they would tell you, 
“For a bag of groceries”. But, in this   
shabby   building Laura discovers a world 
of neighbors she never knew: the lonely,    
unemployed, chronically poor families, 
and middle-class folks surprised to be        
struggling in a great recession. And to 
each, she offered a bag of groceries, a 
compassionate ear, and a heart of love. 
As you read this book, you can’t help but     
reflect on what we are/could do at Lake 
Street United Methodist Church. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 2018 FINANCIAL NEWS 

Below you will find Lake Street UMW ’s contributions to mission and community projects during 
2018.  These gifts were made possible by the pledges of UMW members and the profits from 
the various UMW projects such as the bazaar, special meals served, and quilts made.  A big 
“thank you” to all who contributed their time, talents, money and prayers to fulfill the mission 
purpose of UMW. 

 

 

In addition, the following “in kind” gifts were given: 

• 200 personal hygiene kits (ditty bags) to Bolton House women and children 
• 60 UMCOR school kits 

 

-Report compiled by Julie Holzinger, Lake St. UMW treasurer 

Pledge to Missions $7000.00 

Special gifts to mission & gifts in memory   $250.00 

Special Mission recognition gifts   $200.00 

Call to Prayer and Self-denial offering   $292.00 

World Thank offering   $498.47 

North West District UMW meeting special       
projects 

  $100.00 

Wisconsin Conference Mission U school   $350.00 

UMW Legacy endowment fund     $43.69 

Community Table   $250.00 

Chippewa Valley Free Clinic   $250.00 

Family Promise of Chippewa Valley (Beacon 
House) 

  $200.00 

Bolton Refuge House   $800.00 

Western Dairyland Services   $100.00 

Salvation Army – Carelink   $100.00 

Feed My People food bank   $100.00 

St. Francis Food bank   $100.00 

Sojourner House   $100.00 

United Methodist Children’s Services   $250.00 

Harbor House Crisis Shelter   $250.00 

Northcott Neighborhood House   $250.00 

United Methodist Hospital Ministry   $194.00 

Lake St. UMC 1/3 bazaar profit $2360.00 

  
Total monetary gifts for 2018 

  
$14,038.16 
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REDUCE YOUR STYROFOAM USE 
The United Methodist Women of Lake Street United Methodist Church are taking a stand against using 
Styrofoam and Number 6 plastics at any UMW function. Why we are making this stand? To begin with, 
Styrofoam has gained much popularity over the years because: 
 
• It is light weight – it is 95% air  
 
• It has good insulation properties that keep products cold or hot like single use cups, plates, trays and 

carry-out containers, minnow buckets and light weight coolers, Insulation boards for roofs, walls and 
floors in building  

 
• It is convenient – like plastic spoons, forks and knives - #6 plastics It keeps things safe during       

shipping without adding weight Like packing peanuts or Styrofoam packaging for large breakable  
      objects during shipping and how items are packaged to keep protected from damage  
 
However, over the years information about harmful effects of Styrofoam/EPS and #6 plastics on people’s 
health and the environment have been accumulating.  
 
The concerns are many:  
 
1. Carcinogen – capable of causing cancer in living tissue  

2. Occupational Health Hazards – those exposed in the manufacturing of these products.  

3. Food contamination - containers can be contaminated with chemicals that leach into the food.  

4. Air Pollution from Manufacturing Process – many chemicals in the manufacturing process are toxic.  

5. Environmental Problems due to waste  

6. This product is non –biodegradable – Styrofoam and #6 plastics last forever in landfills 

 
Make an eco-friendly choice Reducing dependence on Styrofoam is the best way to decrease it   
production and effect on the environment. Instead, look for products manufacture from renewable         
resources, containing biodegradable material and those that are easily recycled. By approving this      
motion, we as a United Methodist Women’s unit are taking one eco-friendly step. And hopeful our step 
will influence others to do the same and hopefully our church family will support us by not using 
Styrofoam and #6 plastics at any church function. If you have any questions, please address your     
questions and concerns to Chris Draxler, President of Lake Street’s United Methodist Women.  

 
 
 
 

Valley Gospel Choir 
 
Winter Concert benefitting the Chippewa Valley Street 
Ministry 
 
Saturday, February 2nd at 2pm 
 

Hosted at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1120 Cedar Avenue, Eau Claire    
                 
 

Free will offering will be taken – 100% of proceeds will go to Chippewa Valley Street Ministry 
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ANYONE INTERESTED IN A FILM CLUB? 

As society gradually grows more secular, it is          
fascinating to see how often secular culture and      
literature and art seem compelled to take on religious 
themes. Sometimes movies and books do religion 
very badly indeed, but other times they can offer a 
new way to look at questions that may be over-
familiar to us in the church. For instance, in            
Confirmation this year, we talked about the question 
of Free Will, and to start that discussion we watched 
the move The Adjustment   Bureau, based on a story 
by the great science fiction writer Philip K. Dick.  

Are there any out there who might be interested in 
group like this, meeting on occasion to watch a movie 
together, then hash out its message (over snacks, I’m 
assuming). If so, let Pastor Jerry know – along with some ideas for movies. 

 

MONTHLY CARE PARTHER’S WORSHIP 

You can never be sure how a nursing home worship 
service might go. This day, at the Care Partners 
Memory Care facility in Altoona, things started off a  
little rocky. One lady turned to her neighbor during the 
opening prayer and whispered, “I CAN’T HEAR HIM 
AT ALL! CAN YOU HEAR HIM? WHY DOESN’T HE 
SPEAK UP?” One of the aides, though, managed to 

find her hearing devices, so further “whispering” was prevented. 

Most of the service attenders at least moved their lips to the familiar hymns that we 
sang. But some of the residents showed no response at all to anything that we did. One 
of these was a man in a wheelchair, beside whom a woman sat in a hard chair, quietly 
holding his hand the whole time. We never did hear him speak or see him respond, so 
he may or may not even have been aware that we were there. But as we finished and 
went around talking with our small congregation, the lady holding his hand thanked us, 
then added, “In two weeks is our anniversary.” 

You can never be sure who you will touch in a nursing home worship service. This time, 
at least one whose life we lightened was a faithful, loving wife who for thirty minutes 
could simply hold her husband’s hand and not have to think of new things to hold      
one-sided conversation about. It was a good day. 

The monthly worship services are at Care Partners long-term care facility in Altoona on 
the 3rd Thursday of every month. A team from Lake Street leads a half hour service of 
prayer, singing, and a brief devotion at 10:00am at the Assisted Living building, then 
does it all over again across the parking lot at their Memory Care building, beginning at 
10:30. For now, the team consists of Lay Speakers Tim Atkins, Len Larsen, and Greg 
Wallace, along with Pastor Jerry. If you are interested in being involved, let any of the 
above know. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stampers will 
meet Thursday, 
February 14th at 
3:30 pm in       
Fellowship Hall. 
Come and Join 
us! 

 
CAMPAIGN  

UPDATE 
(as of 1-23-19) 

 

Goal: $102,000 
Progress: $69,498  

 

2018 SCRIP Final Results  

are in: 

 

Card Sales $87,904 

Earnings $3,715 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those earnings go toward 

the Bell Tower Campaign 

Both Numbers are better 

than 2016 & 2017 

We are coming back! 

Thank You! 

 

Buy SCRIP     

Support LSUMC 
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The Missions Team will be coordinating a church project to         
purchase and assemble Flood Buckets for UMCOR. This will be a 
two step process.  
 
Loose Change Sunday is the third Sunday of February, but we will 
be collecting donations the entire month and into March to reach 
our goal. If you would like to sponsor part or all of a bucket, please 
make checks out to LSUMC with a memo note for Flood buckets 
and drop in offering plates or to the office. We would like to          
assemble 20 buckets which are approximately $75.00 per bucket.  
 
This has been a tremendous need in many parts of the United 
States ,including many areas of Wisconsin, and is an ongoing need. 
Several members of our local church have participated in             
responding to disaster relief and we would like to  support their    
efforts. If you are interested in exploring hands on Mission please 
feel free to talk to Kirsten or Kathy Gierhart who have worked in 
flood relieve in Mauston and Lyndon Station in this past year . 
 
The second step is we are planning to invite all able bodies to assist 
in assembling these buckets on the fifth Sunday of March. The   
Mission will purchase supplies and we will have a display in the   
fellowship hall to announce our progress.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church Missions! 
 
 
ARCW WISH LIST FOR FEBRUARY:  MEAL IN A CAN  
Consider supporting our local AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry during the month of February 
by donating a Meal-in-a-Can. Your effort will help feed 
local clients of the resource center presently challenged 
by HIV/AIDS.  Please place your item  in the ARCW 
box    located near the entrance to Fellowship 
Hall.  Thanks to those Lake Street   members who    
donated 38 cans of vegetables during the month of   
December along with cereal, Miracle Whip, Fruit by the 
Foot, Cheez-It Snack Mix and more.  Your kindness 
touches many in our community! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Loose change for the month of March will go to support The Com-
munity Table. 
 

MISSION PAGE 
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Memorials and Special Gifts          

received through January 13th 

 

In memory of:  Corrine Donahue; 

Donors:  Florence and Lloyd        

Shepherd;  

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

 

In memory of:  Marjorie Schneider; 

Donors:  Florence and Lloyd        

Shepherd;  

Designated for:  IM Church; 

 

In memory of:  Steve Blashford’s 

dad George; 

Donors:  Terry and Marilyn Sullivan, 

Ron and Corinne Gjerning;  

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

  

 

PARENT’S GROUP 
Our Parent’s group will be meeting 
Wednesday from 4:30-5:00 in the 
preschool room for a parent-
focused time of devotion lead by 
Children’s Ministry coordinator 
Kenna Szymanski.  For more  
questions, contact Kenna at  
children@lakestreetumc.org 
 
CAN YOU HELP US? 
We’re looking for paper lunch bags (think like what 
your mother sent your school lunches in).  We’re  
also in need of tempra paint which you can find at 
any department store (Target, Wal-Mart).   
 
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
Our Children’s Ministry page includes 
some of the great art and activities along 
with video updates.  All we need are 
some followers to keep checking out 
what’s going on.  You can find us at 
www.facebook.com/lakestreetkids and 
don’t  forget to like us once you can find us. 
 
 

YOUTH EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 
Feb 6 Discussion Hot Topic basket  
Feb13 God's not Dead 3  
Feb 20 Rest of God's not Dead 3  
Feb 27 Game Night/Snowball fight   
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
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https://www.facebook.com/1585100241545119/photos/1585100334878443/


 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Let ’s start by saying thank you to all of you who have contributed to the work and ministry of Lake Street  

United Methodist Church. We began the year with a certain degree of faith and hope, as we crossed our    

fingers and approved a deficit budget – projecting a $38,308 shortfall (top right column). We didn’t do this 

blindly. We knew that we had cash reserves if necessary, and we had reasons to hope that the deficit would 

not be that large, but it was still a little nerve-wracking. 

Well, as you can see, we ended the year much better than expected, with a deficit of only $787. (That ’s a   

deficit of about 0.2%.) Our projections for revenue were actually pretty close, but we spent $44,000 less than 

we had budgeted, mostly in the area of staff. (Briefly, much of our staff consists of part -time hourly employees 

who have a specific task to perform within a set range of hours per week. We have to budget as if they all 

were going to use their maximum allowed hours, but our staff is pretty competent and very often complete 

their tasks in fewer hours.) 

Meanwhile, your pledges for 2019 were several thousand dollars higher than those for 2018 – thank you 

again! – and our budget requests for this year came in lower than last year. As a result we were able to      

approve a 2019 budget that included a 2% raise for our lay staff and was still lower than 2018. Once again, 

we are working with a deficit budget – only about $15,000 this year – but with even more confidence. 

 

Want to sign up for online giving? Visit www.lakestreetumc.org/give for more               

information 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 
 

  
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;      
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)   ❑ February 10th (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________   ❑ February 17th(radio and/or flowers) 
In Memory of: _____________   ❑ February 24th (radio and/or flowers)   
In Honor of:________________   ❑ March 3rd (radio and/or flowers) 
In Recognition of: _________________ 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
information publication for members and 
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor  
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the March issue (mailed on 
Thursday, February 28th) need to be re-
ceived no later than February 20th 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jon Case 
maintenance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Kenna Szymanski 
children@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Chris Draxler 
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
kath_abby@yahoo.com 
 
Aaron Athas 
communications@ 
 lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

MEDICAL HELP FOR OUR LAKE STREET MEMBERS 
There has been some talk of the possibility of a group of medical 
professionals from this congregation willing and interested in    
forming a small group to discuss and act upon the well-being and 
the health and concerns of Lake Street members. The possibilities 
of keeping us safe, no matter what our age and to be able to help 
others in their time of need.  
 
Please think about the possibilities, pray about the ‘God with us’ 
possibilities and then contact Chris at  
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org or by calling 715 832-6603 or 
see her on a Sunday morning.  
 
Thank you 
 
EMPTY BOWLS 2019 
March 7, 2019 11am – 7pm  
The Florian Gardens  
 
You are invited to join Feed My People’s 
Empty Bowls Event. This annual benefit 
meal brings community members together 
for food and conversation, all while raising 
money for Feed My People and the many 
hunger-relief programs they serve. You can 
expect locally made soup, bread and      
dessert and browse hundreds of            
hand-crafted bowls donated by local artists.  
 
Empty Bowls owes its success to generous 
support throughout the community. Please join in helping our 
friends and neighbors who struggle to put food on the table.  
 
Tickets will NOT be sold at church this year. To order your tickets 
on-line, please google ‘Empty Bowls 2019 Eau Claire, WI’ click on 
Empty Bowls – Feed My People Food Bank, and all the needed  
information will be there for your convenience.  
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 
One of the most impressive things about our end-of-year budget 
results is that all this happened while we were raising money to pay 
for a $102,000 repair on our crumbling bell tower. We started the 
year with about $20,000 and raised about another $50,000 through 
various means (including fund-raisers, SCRIP, and Pancake   
Breakfasts). At the end of the year, we had nearly $70,000. (We  
also borrowed $18,000 from our Foundation, which went to pay for 
the removal of the old loose stones in 2017. That cost us $18,000 
and was not a part of the $102,000 repair bid.) 
 
We have good news here, too. In January we received an invoice 
from Market & Johnson for the completed work, and it is $89,000. 
Yes, $13,000 less than their bid. Because of this windfall, we are 
able to pay off the total without borrowing any more money from the 
Foundation, simply by drawing $20,000 from our cash reserves. 
 
Now, obviously, we want to replace that money in the cash          
reserves, and so we will continue collecting donations. Those of us 
who have pledged toward the Capital Campaign this year, we still 
need to keep that commitment. And we are still paying the       
Foundation for the $18,000 we already borrowed, but there is no 
reason we should not pay it all off by the end of 2019.   






