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Heroes 

In medieval Christendom, 
the most celebrated heroes 
were the so-called “Nine 
Worthies.” These were 
historical figures that were 
said to represent the 

highest human ideals, to be most worthy of imitation. The Nine Worthies 
included three from the ancient world (Hector of Troy, Alexander the 
Great, and Julius Caesar), three from the Bible (Joshua, King David, and 
Judas Maccabeus), and three from the medieval world (King Arthur, 
Charlemagne, and Godfrey of Bouillon).  

Some of you may not recognize all the men on the list, especially 
Godfrey, but I’ll bet you can guess what they all have in common. That’s 
right: they are all male, and they are all warriors. Hector is the great 
Trojan warrior of Homer’s Iliad, Judas is the Jewish guerrilla fighter who 
freed Jerusalem from Greek rule in the Book of Maccabees (found in the 
additional biblical books called the Apocrypha), and Godfrey was one of 
the leaders of the First Crusade against the Holy Land. They were military 
leaders who fought valiantly and (with the exception of Hector) won great 
victories by killing a vast number of other people.  

Well, human society has never figured out how to do away with war, so 
we clearly need people who fight well. I have no problem with respecting 
skilled generals. Nevertheless, it is striking that for the medieval world all 
their publicly honored role-models were warriors. That by itself tells us a 
great deal about that society and its values. They valued power. 

So what do our heroes today say about us? Specifically, who are the 
today’s heroes of the Christian church. Who do we hold up as examples, 
people to emulate? In the United Methodist world, that would be Adam 
Hamilton and Mike Slaughter – both pastors who led churches to become 
megachurches with tens of thousands in attendance every week. Beyond 
our denomination, I would add two more megachurch pastors Rick 
Warren and Bill Hybels (at least until Hybels resigned in disgrace after 
pastoral improprieties). All four are household names in American 
Christianity. Their books sell millions of copies, and their speaking 
calendars are booked years in advance. If those are the new Worthies of 
American Christianity, what does that say about our culture’s values? It 
seems fairly clear: we value entrepreneurial success. Once again, our 
heroes reveal a great deal about us. 

Notice one thing, though. By the standards both of medieval Christendom 
and modern American Christianity, Jesus of Nazareth was a rank failure. 

Continued on p. 3  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Morris 
Pastor 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
Visitation Pastor 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
Administrative Secretary 
 
Kenna Szymanski 
Children’s/Ministry 
Coordinator 
 
David Fehr 
Minister of Music 
 
Edna Sahs 
Organist 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
Pianist 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
Finance Clerk 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications  
Facilitator 
 
Joel Carr 
Custodian 
 
Park Walter 
Worship Technology 
 
Carley Van Beek 
Nursery 
 

Volunteers 

Many Gifted Laity 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Holy Week 
 

Weekday Services, March 29-April 2 
Meditation and Music in the Sanctuary, 11:30am-1:30pm. (First hour in 
silence, and second hour led by Edna and Jennifer) 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 1* 
“The Other Voices of the Supper”  
Livestream on Facebook @ 6:30pm 
 
Good Friday, April 2 
“Emptiness” 
Livestream on Facebook @ 6:30pm 
 
Saturday-Sunday, April 3-4,  Easter* 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Face-
book page 
Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on Face-

book.  
Sermon: “Soar We Now Where Christ Has Led” 
Scripture: John 20:1-16 
 

Sermon Series: Guides on the Journey 
 

Saturday-Sunday, April 10-11  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Face-
book page 
Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 

Livestreamed on Facebook.  
Sermon: “Art and Freedom: Hildegard of Bingen” 
Scripture: 2 Kings 22:11-14 
 
Saturday-Sunday, April 17-18  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Face-
book page 
Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on Face-

book.  
Sermon: “Revelations of Divine Love: Julian of Norwich” 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:1-7a 
 
Saturday-Sunday, April 24-25 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Face-
book page 
Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on Face-

book.  
Sermon: “Mindfulness: Brother Lawrence” 
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-21 
 
*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service on the first 
Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his or her own bread and 
cup. Whatever you have handy is fine. As always, United Methodists serve 
Open Communion, welcoming all to Christ’s table. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

Continued from p. 1 

He was a disaster as a military strategist, walking into a trap, 
identifying a spy and then doing nothing about it, refusing to fight 
back when cornered, and then being executed while his followers 
fled. As an entrepreneur, he was equally pathetic. He attracted 
crowds but did nothing to keep them (instead dismissing them), did 
incredible miracles but refused to capitalize on those mighty deeds 
(instead telling people he healed to keep it secret), chose 
unpromising followers (uneducated people, mostly of the lower 
classes, who were unlikely to attract others to the cause), with the 
result that all he had to show for his years of ministry were eleven 
disciples and a scattering of women followers. He was, by modern 
standards, the world’s worst church planter. Yes, you could argue 
that he planted the seeds that became the largest religion in the 
world, but we don’t usually measure success that way. Nobody 
asks who planted the seeds in Adam Hamilton that inspired him to 
start a church; we only care that he did it with brilliance and now 
leads a megachurch. 

But what if Jesus wasn’t a failure? How would Christianity be 
different if we assumed that what Jesus taught and demonstrated 
in his own life is actually what he wanted us to use as a model? 
What if we aren’t supposed to be strategists and visionaries and 
organizational geniuses so much as we’re supposed to be like the 
Nazarene who doesn’t fit any of those roles? And who would be our 
role models then? 

This month, after Easter, we are going to be looking at some 
Christians who took Jesus’ own example seriously, and who look 
very different both from the medieval Worthies and the modern 
Megachurch Worthies. You may not have heard of any of these 
heroes – except, maybe, Susanna Wesley – but they represent a 
different approach to our faith, one that looks considerably more 
like its Founder. Come and meet some new heroes. 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
Monthly Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, April 21 for   

Thursday, April 29 
 mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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Preparing for Holy Week 

Lent is a time of reflection leading us to Holy Week, and Holy Week (from Palm 
Sunday to Easter) is a time of reflection on Christ’s sacrifice for us. The Lake 
Street ministry teams have made several different plans to foster that reflection. 

 Devotional Guides. Through Lent we have had daily devotions by Jill 
Weisenbeck, posted on Facebook. During Holy Week, devotions will 
continue, written by others in our congregation. 

 Noon Prayers in the Sanctuary. Yes, we are looking at another Holy Week 
of remote worship services, which is frustrating, but for those who miss 
being in the sanctuary, we would like to offer another way to worship in 
person. Beginning on Monday, March 29, the sanctuary will be open, lit, and 
heated for a time of prayer from 11:30am until 1:30pm. The first hour will be 
silent, and during the second hour (12:30-1:30) Jennifer and Edna will be 
there to offer musical prayer. This time of prayer will continue through 
Friday. 

 Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services. Both of these will be 
livestreamed on the Lake Street Facebook page at 6:30pm and then, as 
usual, be available to watch there afterwards as well. In addition, the pre-
recorded Good Friday service that we did last year - a reflection on the 
Passion of Christ through scripture, music, and art - will be posted on our 
Facebook page at 12:30pm. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Ushers and Greeters and Valets! Oh my! 

No, we don’t know yet exactly when we will be re-opening for in-person worship. The direction from 
our church council is that when we open, we want to be open to everyone who comes, and we aren’t 
to that point yet. But one thing is sure: that time is approaching. It is at least close enough that it’s 
time to get ready.  

One part of that getting ready is to recruit and train ushers and greeters and valets. Remember 
them? These are the people who make sure that anyone coming into the church for worship is 
welcomed into our community - but especially any first time visitor. The valets help people from their 
cars; the greeters welcome people into the building, giving directions and answering questions, and 
the ushers make sure that people coming to worship have everything that they need for the worship 
experience.  

So the first thing is that we are starting our list of volunteers again, from scratch. If you are interested 
in any of these roles at church please call the church office and give Ellen or Jerry your names, even 
if you’ve done it for years.  

Second, we would like to take some time for intentional training. Again, this applies even if you have 
done this for years. There will be some differences in these tasks when we come back. As soon as 
we have some names, we will schedule a training session.  

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other dif-

ference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Stampers!   
 
I am thinking many of you have been 
vaccinated.  We are 
getting closer to a 
time together again.  
That is good as we 
are so ready, correct? 

There is still time to 
check out the Library 
for “ gifts” that have been passed 
along to us.  These items will probably 
be removed in the next few weeks. 

HAPPY STAMPING everyone. 

Florence 

Children’s Corner 

One part of being welcoming is to do everything we can to 
engage everyone during worship services. This includes our 
children. This is why we have children’s time in worship, why 
we offer coloring pages (children actually listen better if their 
busy fingers are active), and why we are trying to involve 
them in worship as acolytes and ushers and so on. 

When we come back to in-person worship, we will have 
another way to engage children. The northwest corner of the 
sanctuary is being transformed into a Children’s Corner, with 
quiet activities for children. (Think of it as a Halfway House 
for children who have been released from the Nursery on 
parole.) Kenna Szymanski, who is planning this, writes: 

 

I am excited to announce we will be making an area for 
children inside of the sanctuary to provide little ones with 
some quiet activities to do during service. But I need your 
help! I’m looking for individuals capable of sewing to help me 
with a few projects I have in mind for the area! This will 
include some cushions, as well as some quiet felt books and 
felt board activities! If you are interested in learning more or 
volunteering to help, please reach out to me via email at 
kenna@lakestreetumc.org! Thank you!  

Barb and I would like to thank Pastor Jerry 
and all of our Lake Street friends for their 
concerns, thoughts and prayers prior to and 
following Peter's hip replacement surgery in 
February.  It is very much appreciated.  Lake 
Street is a very caring family and we are so 
grateful.   

Peter and Barb Nelson 

mailto:kenna@lakestreetumc.org
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ARCW Wish List for April:  
 Bathroom Tissue 
 
During April you’re invited to join 
others from Lake Street in 
supporting the Aids Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry 
by donating bathroom tissue. 
Bathroom tissue is an item that is 
requested by the ARCW Food 
Pantry for its clients since this 
hygiene product is not provided 
by the pantry itself. Clients of the 
ARCW receive bathroom tissue 
because of the generosity of 
Lake Street Members. Thank you 
for considering a donation since 
it’s such a popular and frequently 
requested item. 
 

 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 
      
 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

April Mission Offering: 
Feed My People Pop-Up Pantries 

In the midst of the pandemic and the economic downturn, Feed My 
People has been a life-saver for thousands, and they have stepped 
up to meet the growing need in amazing ways. In addition to their 
primary food pantry location, they have always sponsored some “Pop
-Up Pantries” during the summer months. Well, during the pandemic, 
they have kept those Pop-Up Pantries going all year long. Many of 
you have joined our mission team in volunteering for some of those 
events last summer and fall (until the Covid numbers got worse and 
they stopped using volunteers), and our Mission Team dedicated 
some of our Mission Fund money to underwrite costs for those 
projects.  

This month our regular monthly mission offering will go to support 
Feed My People in their work 
with the food-insecure of Eau 
Claire (as well as the 
surrounding counties). You 
may designate gifts for this 
offering by writing “Feed My 
People” on a check or, online, 
by clicking “Monthly Mission 
Offering” on our giving portal.  

And thank you. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

April 10 (9:00am—2:00pm) 

May 12 (9:00am—2:00pm) 

June 12 (9:00am—2:00pm) 

July 14 (9:00am—2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford. 

Beacon House  
Report 

 

Our team provided meals and 

support for Beacon House 

during the week of March 14-20. 

This month we are hoping to 

collect items from their donation 

wish list. A box is in the 

welcome area outside the 

sanctuary. They are looking for: 

Floor cleaner, wipes, bath 

towels, paper towels, sheet sets 

(twin or 

full), and 

bleach 

spray. 

Part of the March 10 Community Table crew 



 

 

6 

Report from Sunday-School-in-a-Box 

 

Hello all,  

We have been doing some fun activities so far in Lent! We made 
Lent calendars, prayer chains, and set up a prayer station in 
everyone’s homes! We have also made stained glass windows to 
brighten up our neighborhoods. Check out our Facebook page for 
photos!  

– Kenna 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Guides for the Journey: Midweek Edition 
Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall / Online 

 
Beginning April 11, Pastor Jerry will be preaching from life more than scripture. 

His primary text each week will be a different person from the history of 

Christianity who has exemplified Christ rather than her or his own culture (see 

Pastor’s article, p. 1). Of course, summarizing a person’s life in a twenty 

minute sermon is inadequate—almost insulting. So we are going to follow up 

that sermon with further conversation and discovery of each Christian role 

model on the following Wednesday. These sessions will be held (masked and 

distanced) in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm. For those who are unable or 

uncomfortable being in groups, we will also provide a link with which you can 

join us online. The schedule will be as follows: 

 

April 11 Hildegard of Bingen Wednesday, April 14 The music and art of Hildegard.  

    (With Jennifer Lohmann) 

April 18 Julian of Norwich Wednesday, April 21 Readings from Revelations of  

    Divine Grace 

April 25 Brother Lawrence Wednesday, April 28 Readings from The Practice of  

    the Presence of God. 

May 2 Susanna Wesley Wednesday, May 5 Selections from Susanna’s 

    Letters 

May 9 John Woolman Wednesday, May 12 Selections from Woolman’s 

    Journal 

May 16 Thomas Merton Wednesday, May 19 Selections from various writings 

 

The first session, on Hildegard’s art and music, will have no preparation, but at that session and all 

subsequent ones, we will provide brief selections of the next week’s person’s writings.  

At some point during this session, we know that the Fellowship Hall will be unavailable due to carpet 

installation. When that happens, we will simply move to Room 202. 

by Hildegard of Bingen 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

FOR APRIL 2021 
 

April 10th – Wisconsin 
Conference UMW –  Mission 
Action Day – Virtual Event 

 
April 19th – Registration due to 

the NW District for Spring 
Day of Enrichment  

 
May 1st – Spring Day of 

Enrichment – Virtual Event 
 
 
Spring Day of Enrichment, May 
1 is a virtual event.  It would be 
great to have a group of women 
attend. We can gather in the 
Fellowship Hall, with room to 
social distance, but still close 
enough to have conversations 
and be able to interact with the 
activities that are being planned 
for the day. 
 Contact Rita Houser, (715) 
834-0434 if you are interested in 
attending.  Additional 
information will be sent to you 
closer to the date of the event. 
A registration form is on p. 8. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month’s UMW birthdays 
 
15th — Jennie Stratton 
17th — Edna Sahs (organist) 
22nd — Leonard Larsen 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

UMW NEWS 

The UMW theme for 2021 is Knitted Together for God’s Good Work.  
In May, we will celebrate how UMW members have been knitted 
together by the love, actions and encouragement of other women.  To 
do this, Julie Holzinger is asking us to send her a paragraph or two 
about specific women in our congregation (either living or deceased) 
and how they have inspired and/or encouraged you to become 
actively involved in fulfilling the Purpose of UMW or in the ministries of 
our church.   

Please email your testimonials to Julie by April 15.  Other options are 
to mail the information, or phone her and she will help you write your 
special memories.  What a wonderful tribute it will be acknowledge 
how we are Knitted Together by the Special Women in Our Lives! 

 

United Methodist Women’s Book Review for April 2021 

 

Cinderella  -  Liberator 

By Rebecca Solnit 

This book is on the UMW book cart located 

in the Fireside Library.  It is a new book for 

2021, in the category of Leadership for 

Youth.  It is a quick read which offers many 

ideas to think about.  And although it is 

listed as a Youth book, for adults, it offers 

plenty of opportunities to ponder your own 

childhood experience and to reflect on the 

message you send to the young people of 

today. 

Below, are two reviews on the book, that might help you want to read 

this book for yourself. 

“This is a reminder of hope and possibility, of kindness and 

compassion, and – perhaps most salient – imagination and liberty.  

Through the imaginations of our childhoods, can we find our true 

selves liberated in adulthood.”    – Chelsea Handler 

“In the modern twist of the classic story, Cinderella, who would 

rather just be Ella, meets her fairy godmother, goes to a ball, and 

makes friends with a prince.  But that is where the familiar story 

ends.  Instead of waiting to be rescued, Cinderella/Ella learns that 

she can save herself and those around her by being true to herself 

and standing up for what she believes.”   – Amazon, Shop Books 

Now it is your turn to read the book.  I would love to hear your 

thoughts and opinions on the book. 

Submitted by Chris Draxler 



 

 

8 

 
Northwest District United Methodist Women 

VIRTUAL Spring Day of Enrichment 
                          Saturday, May 1st, 2021 

Starting at 10:00 am    

                                                    

FOCUS #1:  Finding PEACE in an Anxious World 
Our Northwest District Superintendent Rev Barbara Certa-Werner will highlight tactics and ideas from the UMW ’s book… 

Finding PEACE in an Anxious World. Barbara has been trained and prepared in presenting this book and she has the en-

ergy to engage us and bring to us useful ideas during this stressful time of Covid. 

 

FOCUS #2:  Building our ARMOR against Anxiety 
Our own Billie La Bumbard will have us go through a variety of exercises, tools and activities that will provide each of us 

armor against anxiety. Nurse Billie has received training thru ‘The Wellness Society’ to help each of us to build practical 

tools to be resilience during difficult times.  Also, a part of this presentation is to look to scripture for spiritual tools to guard 

our soul.  We ask each participant to bring to the virtual meeting your favorite scripture verse and a notebook & pen.  

 

 

FOCUS #3:  Mission in Bolivia 
Pastor Anita Lang and her friend Wilson Saucedo will share stories of life in Bolivia, their joys, their struggles and their 
faith.  Pastor Anita born in Angol, Chili, educated at university as a teacher, nurse and most recent a United Methodist min-
ister.  Anita’s life experiences, prolific involvement in Hispanic UM Ministries and her years as a UM local pastor will be 
able to bring to us a wealth of information.  Her friend, Wilson, who lives currently in Bolivia, will highlight ministries in place 
already in Bolivia and how we can choose to support them. 
 
 

 

 

 
Registration Form:  Please use a separate form for each person attending.  If you have any questions contact: Chris 

Draxler, 715 225-2983 0r by e-mail cldraxler@charter.netRegister by: April 19
th
, 2021.  Zoom link and additional info will be 

sent April 26
th
, 2021. 

Name__________________________________  Name of Church____________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________E-mail___________________________________ 
HOW WILL YOU BE JOINING THIS MEETING?  There are 3 options. 

        Option #1 by land line phone________ 

        Option #2 with a Smart phone/computer_________ 

        Option #3 with a group host________  If Yes, who will be the   host?_____________________ 

Registration Fee:  (optional: suggested $5)                          $____________ 

Additional donation to the Mission in Bolivia (optional)         $____________ 

Total Enclosed                                                                       $____________ 

 

Make Checks payable to : Northwest District United Methodist Women.  Mail registration form and 
payment to   Chris Draxler, 2139 Walnut Ridge Drive, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

mailto:cldraxler@charter.net
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through March 14 

 
In memory of:  John Larsen; 

 Donors: Jon and Julie Holzinger; 

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

 Donors:  Corinne and Ron Gjern-

ing; Designated for:  Music Ministry; 

In memory of:  Sam Retallick; 

 Donor:  H Pat Henderson; Undesig-

nated; 

 Donor:  Dorothy Elliott; Designated 

for:  Radio Ministry; 

In memory of:  Our Parents; 

 Donors:  Dave and Jennie Stratton; 

Designated for:  Flood Buckets Mis-

sion; 

 

Special Gifts for Radio Ministry 

Given by:  Paul and Virginia Hilbrich; 

Given by:  Mark and Barbara Weyen-
berg. 

 

 

Financial Report through February 

The first few months of the year tend to be low financial months for 
churches. Maybe it’s the pendulum swing after the traditionally 
generous months of November and December. In Wisconsin, at least, 
it’s partly about heating costs. In any case, we have stuck to the trend 
so far this year at Lake Street, ending the month of February with a 
$12,700 deficit, which is pretty close to where we were at this point 
last year. 

A couple of notes to help explain this. Heating costs were not just 
high in February, they were very high. Our church is on a “curtail-
ment” plan with Xcel Energy, which means that in times of high 
natural gas usage, we can shift our furnaces from gas to oil, freeing 
up more gas for other customers. We were called on to do this in 
February, during the polar vortex, so our heating costs included 
refilling our oil tanks twice. (For being on this program, we get a 
discounted rate on gas. Since some winters we never have to shift to 
oil at all, this program saves us money in the long run, but when it 
costs, it costs all at once.) The second thing to note is that many of 
you have given your entire pledge for the year up front, and that 
money is set in a separate fund to 
be applied to our budget in 12 
equal increments. So your giving is 
actually much higher than the 
number listed below for the first two 
months. 

To be brief, then: yes, we are under 
budget. Yes, we are watching it. 
No, we aren’t worried.  

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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Something Old, Something New 
 

So, a while ago, the quilting group of our church made a special quilt and 
all signed it, even asking their handsome, bearded pastor to sign it as 
well, which he did. 

By “a while ago,” of course, I mean about 150 years ago, and by “our 
church” I mean the Lake Street Methodist Episcopal Church, and by 
“handsome, bearded pastor” I meant Rev. Henry Goodsell, who served 
this church around 1875.  

Anyway, that quilt ended up with Reverend Goodsell when he moved on 
to his next appointment, and then stayed with his heirs after he died. One 
of those heirs – a great, great, I-
don’t-know-how-many-greats, 
grand-daughter – went on to 
become a senator for Wisconsin, 
Senator Tammy Baldwin. 

And that same Senator Baldwin 
recently called our own Bev 
Maser, from the Lake Street 
archive committee, to ask if we 
wanted the quilt. When Bev said 
yes, Sen. Baldwin sent it to us, 
along with some information 
about Rev. Henry Goodsell and 
even a picture. 

These have been framed and will 
be waiting for your examination 
when you return to worship in 
person again.  
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Easter 2021

Dear Lake Street Members and Friends:

One of the hymns I sang every Easter Sunday as a child (though not so much recently) is the one

whose chorus begins “Up from the Grave He Arose!”  The verse of that hymn is quiet and

meditative, and when you get to the chorus, you’re supposed to crank it up to 11 and really blast

it out, dispelling the darkness with a shout of victory.  It’s in our hymnal, but we don’t sing that

one so much anymore, maybe because it’s kind of gimmicky, like a camp song, but it sort of feels

right this year.  We’ve had a year of being subdued in the shadow of death, and I’m ready to

emerge from the shadows and shout. 

The time is coming when we will be able to do that. The Council has set a target date for re-

opening in-person worship on June 13th.  This is just a target, but assuming that vaccinations

continue at their current rate and that Covid numbers stay down, that’s our plan.  Get ready to

shout.

But you may need to practice, and Easter is a good time.  Holy Week takes us through the shadow

to victory. Come walk that path together.  Here are the worship opportunities that we have this

Holy Week and Easter, and notice that at least one of them – the noontime prayer and meditation

time in the sanctuary – is actually in person. 

Sunday, March 28 (9:00am) Palm Sunday, “The Wisdom of Crowds”

Monday – Friday (11:30-1:30) Prayer and Meditation in the sanctuary 

(Edna and Jennifer will play music beginning at

12:30pm)

Thursday, April 1 (6:30pm) Maundy Thursday, “The Other Voices of the Supper”

Friday, April 2 (6:30pm) Good Friday, “Emptiness”

Sunday, April 4 (9:00am) Easter Sunday, “Soar We Now Where Christ Has Led.”

And finally, as we do each year, we offer you the opportunity to give a special monetary gift in

honor of Easter.  Enclosed with this letter in the newsletter is an Easter Offering envelope to

support the continuing ministry of our church.

Because even from the shadows, we have reason to shout.  Surrounded by fear and death for a year,

we have held fast and continued serving the God who conquered death. Death, where is your

victory?  Hell, where is your sting?  It is Easter time, and up from the grave he arose.

Pastor Jerry Morris


