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Beyond the Circuit Riders 
Pastor Jerry 

Those of you who grew up Methodist know who I’m talking about: the circuit 
riders were the early Methodist clergymen (then all men) who spread the gospel 
of Christ to the American frontier on horseback. They would travel from tiny 
frontier church to tiny frontier church, covering tens of thousands of miles in all 
weather, facing wild animals and outlaws, with a Bible in their saddlebags and a 
gun on their saddle. They are the perfect American combination of Man of Faith 
and Pioneer, and for us Methodists they are somewhere between Robin Hood’s 
Merry Men and King Arthur’s Knights of the Round Table. 

So first of all, respect. These brave men genuinely deserve our admiration, and 
nothing I say today is intended to diminish their amazing dedication, courage, 
and achievement. But it has occurred to me that their achievement would be 
nothing without someone else: the churches. When we focus on the circuit riders 
making their long rounds from church to church, we might forget the 
achievement of these churches, holding their community together in faith while 
their “pastor” only dropped in once every three months or so. Think about that 
for a moment. Only the circuit rider was permitted to serve Communion (which is 
why for a long time Methodists only had Communion once a quarter), but these 
churches continued to meet for worship even when the circuit rider was gone, 
which means that somebody did the Bible teaching, somebody led prayers, 
somebody started the singing. Only the circuit rider could perform baptisms, but 
it was the rest of the church that took care of the mother and infant during the 
delivery, who brought food to the family, who took in the other children. And they 
couldn’t wait for the circuit rider to perform funerals in those days, so that gift of 
care and comfort for the grieving was left to the churches. The churches were 
the ones who welcomed newcomers, cared for people in crisis, taught children 
their Bible lessons and, well, basically did everything that makes a church. 
Again, huge respect for the circuit riders, but without all those unnamed and 
uncelebrated people keeping the churches together, the circuit riders were just 
serious-minded tourists. 

And when you think about it, that time in our church history was the time when 
Methodism was the most fertile. Those hundreds, then thousands, then tens of 
thousands of small churches run by their own people – caring for each other, 
teaching each other, praying together, all without a minister to lead them – were 
the churches that covered the United States. The ministers helped, when they 
were around, but their primary function was to train the church leaders, not to 
run the churches. It was just like the days of the early church – when local 
leaders in Ephesus and Corinth and Antioch and Philippi met in homes for 
worship and encouragement while they waited for the next time Paul or Apollos 
or Timothy or someone would swing by. And that New Testament era, too, was 
a time of hope and expansion for Christianity. It almost seems as if the church is 
its purest and most compelling self when it is a community of Christians caring 
for each other and their communities with perhaps occasional input from the 
professional ministers. 

  Continued on p. 3 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sermon Series: What’s Good about Church? 
 

Saturday-Sunday, September 4-5  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “Love across Walls” 
Scripture: Ephesians 2:11-22  
 

Saturday-Sunday, September 11-12  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Wholeness in Mutuality” 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

 
Saturday-Sunday, September 18-19 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Eyes Turned Outward” 
Scripture: Romans 10:13-17  
 

Saturday-Sunday, September 25-26 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Leadership through Service” 
Scripture: Mark 9:33-37 

 
*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service on the 
first Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his or her own 
bread and cup. Whatever you have handy is fine. As     always, United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to Christ’s table. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;    ❑ Sept. 5 (radio and/or flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)  ❑ Sept. 12 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Sept. 19 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Sept. 26 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________ 
In Memory of: _____________      
In Honor of:________________    
In Recognition of: _________________   

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

Continued from p. 1 

Obviously we’ve gotten away from the circuit rider model in the past 
century or so, and it was probably necessary. As congregations grow, 
they get more complicated and demand more structure and 
organizational time. It simply makes sense to hire someone to keep those 
ducks in a row, who can keep up with visitation and always have a 
sermon ready, and so on. Yes, there is a tradeoff in that in this new clergy
-centered model it is possible for people to attend a church passively, 
without actually doing anything for or through it, but having churches led 
by appointed, professional clergypersons (about half of whom are now 
women) has worked for a lot of churches for a long time. 

But not as well as it used to. Today’s trends are the opposite of the trends 
of the circuit riders’ time. The Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI) 
published its 2020 Census of American Religion last month, and it’s 
bleak. Not only are fewer and fewer people identifying with any religion at 
all, but if you break down the numbers by age, you see that a tsunami is 
headed for established religion. We see the early waves already in the 
Wisconsin Conference, as more and more churches teeter on the edge of 
closing and more and more churches are going without pastors because 
(1) they can’t afford them and (2) the Conference has no one to send.  

But this article is not intended to be doom and gloom. Yes, I suspect that 
we will see a lot of changes in the way that we do church over the next 
few years, and it’s probably time, but at least we don’t have to start from 
scratch. We Methodists already know what makes a church strong and 
worth holding onto; we just have to remember how we used to do it. And 
as we prepare for those changes, our task is to raise up leaders from 
within the church, people who can keep worship and welcome and 
outreach and spiritual formation going with or without a circuit rider. If 
we’re doing that, I have no fears for the church. Hope, in fact. 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
Monthly Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, Sept. 22 for  

Thursday, Sept. 30 mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Ellen Prellwitz at 

Adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org 
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Music Notes 

A quick update on our Music groups and current plans for autumn:   Chancel 
Choir and The Ensemble will begin rehearsing in the Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesday, September 1, starting at 7:00 pm for Chancel Choir and 8:00 pm 
for the Ensemble.  We are requesting that all choir members please wear 
masks while rehearsing and singing in front of the congregation.  The Church is 
trying to obtain more comfortable “singers’ masks” for all choir members.  

Regarding our other Music groups, plans are beginning to solidify around Ellesi, 
Bell Choir and Praise Band.  We are not yet sure how these groups and 
rehearsals will look, but stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks. 

And finally, we will be starting a Children’s Handbell Choir at some point in the 
late fall or early winter, whenever vaccinations for our youngest participants are 
readily available.   

If you are interested in more information about our many Music groups, please 
feel free to reach out to me, our director of choirs David Fehr, and/or any of our 
current members.  We will give you plenty of reasons to join us on Wednesday 
evenings! 

 – Jennifer Lohmann 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Pancakes 

One important part of our welcome ministry is the monthly pancake breakfast - we didn’t know how 
important it was until we didn’t have it. (When our children made paintings to decorate our new Kid’s 
Corner, on the theme of “What does church mean to me?” at least two of them had pancakes in their 
pictures.)  

It’s been a long time, hasn’t it? We were able to put together a different form of worship online. We 
had meetings with an online component, even classes and book discussions, but pancakes just don’t 
work online. (Keyboards get sticky.) So we are definitely looking forward to resuming our 3rd Sunday 
Pancake Breakfasts. We have some obstacles though: 

 Covid-19. With the rise in cases nationwide and in our county, we are holding off on 
September. We hope to be able to begin on October 17. 

 More staff. Because we have a commercially certified kitchen, we need to have two state-
trained kitchen supervisors, and that certification needs to be 
renewed regularly. We need a volunteer to join Denny Peterson in 
this role. And we need a few more volunteers for set-up and clean 
up. Watch the Connect Card if you are interested in helping in any of 
these ways. 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other dif-

ference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

 
Stampers    
 
After a one-
time face to 
face stamping 
gathering, we 
are now back to one or two 
people making our cards to 
send each month.  Hey, we 
know this will end sometime so 
carry on carrying on.   
 
And don’t forget our Harvest 
Market in October.  The 
customers have always loved 
your cards.  Hope to see them 
again and thank you, everyone, 
for your contributions. 

 

JUST 7 WEEKS UNTIL HARVEST MARKET 

  

The flip of another calendar page tells us it will soon be 
time for Harvest Market.  This reimagined missions fund 
raiser will be in Fellowship Hall on October 16 & 17.  As in 
the past, goods to sell and customers to buy will be 
needed.  Have you been getting your donations 
ready?  Think embroidered dish towels, blueberry 
jam,  photo greeting cards, knit mittens, fudge, crafts, 
woodworking, apple pies.   

  

"To market, to market, to buy 
a fat pig.  Home again, home 
again, jiggedy jig."  Well 
maybe no pigs for roasting 
will be at Lake Street's 
Harvest Market, but we could 
be surprised.  Come and find 
out! 

 

Dear Friends, 

     Many thanks for your prayer support 
and concerns. Our health status is 
gradually improving.   

     God's blessings to you from Len and 
Margaret Larsen 
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ARCW Wish List for Month:  
 Canned Tuna 

 
During September consider 
reaching out to those individuals 
in our community who are 
challenged with HIV/AIDS by 
donating a can of tuna fish to the 
ARCW Food Pantry. Your 
donations will be delivered to our 
local AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry located 
here in Eau Claire. Please place 
your donation in the ARCW Food 
Pantry box located near the 
entrance to Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you for making a 
difference in your community in 
July by donating a total of 28 
packages/containers of Jello and 
pudding. Your ongoing support is 
greatly appreciated! 

 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 
 

Buy Scrip 
Support 
LSUMC 

      
 

 
 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update 
(Monthly Mission Offering: Beacon House) 

 

On August 6
th
 volunteers worked a Pop-Up Food Pantry for Feed My 

People, 137 families with food in-security were helped.  Lake Street 
through our Mission Fund also donated $1000. 

Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley-Beacon House has made the 
decision to no longer utilize overnight hosts.  Since the pandemic 
they have hired staff to cover the overnights.  Through our Loose 
Change Offerings and Mission Fund, the Mission Team, is planning 
to help defray these costs during the weeks that we host.  Our next 
weeks to provide supper are October 10

th
-16

th
 and 

December 12
th
-18

th
. Our monthly mission offering 

(Loose Change) will go to support this vital ministry 
of our Community. 

 

Updating Our Mission Volunteer Lists 

It is time to update volunteer lists for Community Table, Beacon 
House, and Feed My People.  If you have not been able to volunteer 
but would like to start please contact Tom Stanford at 
tstrider73@gmail.com to volunteer at Community Table, and Kent 
Gierhart at khghart@yahoo.com to volunteer at Beacon House or 
Feed My People.  Tom and Kent will be contacting current volunteers 
on our distribution lists asking you whether you want to continue to 
volunteer or be taken off the list. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

 
Community Table 

Opportunities 
 
Our next dates to cook and 
serve at the Community 
Table are: 
 

September 8 (9:00am -
2:00pm) 

October 13 (9:00am -
2:00pm) 

November 10 (9:00am -
2:00pm) 

 
Volunteers may sign up for 
the whole time or for the 
first or second half. To 
volunteer, contact Tom 
Stanford. 

Student Fundraiser on Hiatus 

(Good Neighbor Project) 

Because of sufficient funds for another 
school year of student needs, our annual 
summer Good Neighbor Project fundraiser 
was not held. Our Mission Team continues 
to offer our monthly donations to other 
area organizations who need support. 

Snacks were the top need this past year at 
Longfellow and Lakeshore. Others 
included masks, outerwear, clothing, and 
alarm clocks (to be on time for school). 

We continue to partner with First 
Congregational United Church of Christ to 
support our neighborhood elementary 
schools and will keep you updated on our 
future activity with the schools. 

mailto:tstrider73@gmail.com
mailto:khghart@yahoo.com
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Families of Lake Street, 

It has been decided to postpone our in person Sunday school 
program. For the time being we will provide our Sunday School in a 
Box program! Families can pick up their own personalized box, with 
stories and activities, on Sundays or during any of our open office 
hours! All Sunday school children are welcome to participate.  

 Feel free to reach out with any questions, 

     — Kenna  

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

 
And Here We Go Again 

 
Our plan, since last April, has been to re-
open for our full church program on 
September 12.  As I write this on August 23, I 
have no idea if that will happen, or how much. 
At the moment, the Delta variant of Covid is 
expanding exponentially and is affecting 
children at greater numbers than the original 
virus. No vaccine is currently approved for 
children under 12, and schools are still slated 
to open in person. Much can change in a 
month, as we have seen repeatedly over the 
past year and a half, but if current trends are 
still present a month from now, here are the 
likeliest scenarios: 
 
 Children’s Sunday School will resume, but 

in an at-home format, like we used last 
year. (See Kenna’s note below.) 

 Confirmation / Youth class will begin, but 
will be held online, at a time to be 
determined. 

 Adult classes and groups will decide for 
themselves whether to meet at all, and if 
they meet, whether to meet online or in 
the building with masks. 

 Chancel Choir will resume (masked), for 
all who are comfortable singing. Other 
ensembles and music groups will decide 
for themselves. 

 
And, of course, by the time you even read 
this, everything may have changed again. Let 
it be an adventure. 

Reinventing Confirmation 

Many of you have memories (i.e. horror stories) of 
your own Confirmation—of long, dull sessions 
memorizing a catechism and of being paraded 

onstage and publicly quizzed by 
the pastor or by a bishop. Can 
we start by agreeing that just 
because you endured that does 
not mean others should have to? 

More seriously, many of you 
have been troubled by the 
tendency for young people to 
make their confirmation vows 
and then promptly disappear 
from the church (often with their 

families). It makes you wonder why people seem to 
think that being confirmed is like a graduation—and 
what we as a church have done to communicate that 
falsehood. 

We don’t have the answers on how to “fix” 
Confirmation, but we are at least doing everything we 
can think of to make it something meaningful: not a 
class that you sit through and not a list of things to 
memorize and spit back out on command, but a 
series of experiences to help youth understand what 
is involved in a commitment to Christ.  

We took a break from regular sessions last year, but 
several of our confirmands were able to continue 
their experiences and complete the process anyway. 
We will be beginning a new session on September 
12—online, for now. If you, or someone you know, is 
interested in beginning this learning process, let 
Pastor Jerry know as soon as possible. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

      FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

Wednesday, September 1 
 Executive Board 
  9:30 am 
 LSUMC – Room 202     
 
Wednesday, September 8 
 Rebecca Circle 

 1:30 pm 
 Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, September 15 
 General Meeting 
 1:30 pm 
 Fellowship Hall 
 Pastor Jerry Morris will speak 

on GRATITUDE. 
 
Saturday, September 25 
 Deadline to send in 

registration for the  
 UMW Fall Annual Gathering 

at  
 Chapel Heights UMC 
 Registration forms are 

available on the UMW 
bulletin board. 

 
Saturday, October 2  
 North West District Annual 

Gathering 
 9 am – 12noon 
 Chapel Heights UMC 
 Guest Speaker - Michael 

Perry 
 
 
This month’s UMW birthdays 
 
 3rd — Linda Peterson 
 7th — Gail Schneider 
 11th — Jane Kilde 
 12th — Julie Holzinger 
 23rd — Joyce Nelson 
 29th — Geraldine Kunkel 
 
 
 
 

UMW NEWS 

Gathering for Gratitude 

September 15 

 

This has been a year and a half more notable for anger and fear and 
resentment and division than for gratitude. And yet Paul reminds us to 
give thanks in all circumstances. How are we supposed to do that? Is 
gratitude more than just being glad about the good things in our lives? 
Come and think together with Pastor Jerry and the UMW on 
Wednesday, September 15, at 1:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall for a 
dessert meeting.  It will be good to be together again, but only come if  
you are comfortable being in a group.   

  

 

United Methodist Women’s Book 

Review for September 

Women Rise Up…..Sacred Stories of 

Resistance for Today’s Revolution 

By Katy Zeh  

 

(Social Action category for 2021) 

 
I must admit, as I stood in front of the 

UMW book cart, I was looking for a 

short read to review for September. The 

book Women Rise Up caught my eye, 

not for the title but by the size. YES…a short read.  I thought this will 

be easy.  Well, I was right, it was a short read, however, it took longer 

than I thought to read………because of Katy’s keen perception of 

women in Bible times, her interest in social justice and women who 

are so often overlooked in the Bible stories.   

The author, Katy took familiar stories of women from the Bible, like 

the story of Hagar, Rachel, Hannah, Ruth, Mary, Mary Magdalene, 

the midwives of the Israelites, the hemorrhaging women and the 

women who listened to Elisha and reviewed each story looking at her 

own life experiences, how each woman in the story was treated/social 

justice concerns and how that reflects in our living our lives right now. 

I highly recommend this book, it is short; however, allow time to 

reflect, allowing Katy’s reflections, your own reflections and how 

reading these stories about women in the Bible, might affirm or 

expand your understanding of the story. 

      Submitted by Chris Draxler  
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Service and Leadership Roles at Lake Street 

 

In the front page article this month I suggested that, historically, churches generally seem to be 

healthy and vital at times when they were run by the members and not by a professional clergy class. 

This was a part of the Methodist DNA from the beginning (at least partly because John Wesley could-

n’t find many ordained clergy interested in leaving their comfortable livings to join his movement). We 

are no longer a small frontier church using traveling circuit riders for occasional clergy leadership, but 

the fact remains that we are healthy when we have a wide range of lay leaders running the ministries 

of the church. As we enter the Fall, we begin the process of recruiting leaders for the coming year. 

Here are some of the roles we have. 

 

Ministry Leadership. As a church we have described our ministry goals and values with this list: 

  A Community of Worship 
  A Community of Inclusive Welcome 
  A Community of Compassionate Outreach 
  A Community of Spiritual Formation 

 
To guide these ministries, we have several different teams that meet regularly: a Worship Team, a 

Hospitality Team, an Accessibility Team (AT-IT), a Mission Team, a Spiritual Formation Team, and a 

Children’s Ministry Team. Several  of these meet at the same time, once a month, on a Monday even-

ing, so that we can share ideas and plan together.  

 

Resource Leadership. All the groups planning our ministry require resources to do their work, and we 

also have several teams that work behind the scenes to support the leadership of the ministry teams. 

These groups are: 

 Finance - Watching over the budget and financial processes of the church 

 Foundation - Watching over our invested funds and distributing grants for ministry 

 Memorials and Gifts - Managing special gifts given to the church 

 Trustees - Caring for and updating our physical facilities 

 Staff-Parish Relations - Basically our personnel committee, working with the paid staff 

 Lay Leadership - Recruiting people for service and leadership 

 

In addition, we have one team that has a foot in both groups: Our Communications Team not only pro-

vides resources for our ministry teams (sound and video for worship, for instance) but plans new ways 

to communicate our faith to others.  

 

And here is the conclusion that you’ve all been waiting for. Do you feel that you have something to of-

fer any of these teams? That “something” could be training, experience, or simply interest. If so, or if 

you want to know more about a team’s specific work, let Pastor Jerry know. 

 

Thank you. 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through August 17 

 
In memory of: Betty Moore; 
 Donor: Susan J. Thomas; 

Designated for: Boiler 
Replacement; 

 
In memory of: David Stratton; 
 Donors: J. Michael and Nancy J. 

Yohe; Designated for: Feed My 
People; 

 
In memory of: Bruce Swenson 

(brother-in-law of Bob Tollefson) 
 Donor: Bob Tollefson; 

Undesignated; 
 
In memory of: Dorothy Carpenter; 
 Donors: Don and Sharon 

Southard, Dick and Linda 
Keepers, Jon and Julie 
Holzinger; Designated for: Radio 
Ministry; 

 
 Donors: Dorothy Elliott, Marty 

Fisher-Blakeley, Dave and 
Jackie Kruse, Lloyd and 
Florence Shepherd, Don and 
Sharon Southard; 
Undesignated. 

 

 

Financial Report through July 

Budgeting is guesswork. We all know that. We take the few 
things that we know about our giving and expenses for the 
coming year, then make guesses about the things that we don’t 
know (or have any way of knowing), and put it down. We do this 
so that we can see ahead of time if we are going to be able to 
pay our bills, and also so that we have a baseline against which 
to measure our actual giving and expenses as the year goes 
on. 

For several years our guesses have been off by a good bit – we 
guessed we would spend a whole lot more than we actually did. 
While this is a lot better than the opposite error (spending more 
than we expected), it made the budget less useful. So your 
Finance Committee has been working to make better budget 
guesses. With that in mind, take a look at the numbers below. 
As far as expenses go, our guesses for 2021 have been spot 
on: we have spent only $72 more than we expected. Out of 
$222,994 total expenses. Accountants everywhere are fist-
bumping in excitement. 

On the other hand, we didn’t guess as 
well on giving. You have exceeded our 
guesses by about $17,000, with the 
result that where we had expected to be 
about $5,800 in the hole at the end of 
July, we are $12,400 in the black. 
Sometimes it’s really good to be wrong. Our apologies for 
underestimating you. And thank you.  

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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Dear Colleagues and Friends of the 
Wisconsin Conference: 

 
We are deeply saddened by the news of 
the tragic events that have recently 
occurred in Haiti. On Saturday, August 14, 
Haiti experienced a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake that produced widespread 
destruction in the western region of the 
country. The current death toll stands at 
1,297 and left at least 5,700 people injured 
in the Caribbean nation, with thousands more displaced from their 
destroyed or damaged homes. 

We invite you to make a donation to UMCOR to aid in the response 
efforts in Haiti. We ask you to pray for the families of those who have died 
or are missing. We also pray for the communities experiencing upheaval 
and uncertainty. UMCOR stands in solidarity and is in communication with 
partners in Haiti as the full scale of this disaster unfolds. 

 
If you would like to mail a check please make the check out to Wisconsin 
Conference of The UMC and note Adv# 00483A in the memo line.  Please 
mail your check to:  

Wisconsin Conference  
Attn: Finance Dept. 

750 Windsor St. 
Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

 
In Christ’s love, 
 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Conference, December 5 
 

One of the regular events for a United Methodist Church is the annual 
Church Conference. At this event we review the year that has been, 
approve leaders and budget for the following year, and do some other 
paperwork. The conference is led by the District Superintendent, usually, 
and this year our conference will be after church on December 5. It is 
currently scheduled for 11:15am (that is, after the Spiritual Formation 
hour). All members have a vote, and member or not you are invited to 
attend and hear what’s been going on and what’s coming up. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the Month issue 
(mailed on Sept. 30 need to be  
received no later than SEPT. 22.) 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Kenna Szymanski 
kenna@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND WORLD 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:30 AM UMW Exec 

Committee (Room 202)  

3:00 PM Spiritual Formation 

(online)  

6:30 PM NA (Dockside 

Room)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 AM  Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 

2 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

3 4 
2:00 PM  

Sanctuary In 

Use (Wedding ) 

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook 

5  Missions: Beacon House  

9:00 AM Radio Ministry (92.1)  

9:00 AM Worship with 

Communion (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: Love Across Walls"; Text: 

Ephesians 2:11-22  

9:00 AM  Sunday School In A Box 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6   
First Day of 
School 
10:45 AM Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

7 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

8 
9:00 AM Community Table  

9:30 AM AT-IT Team 

(Conference Room)  

1;30 PM UMW Rebecca 

Circle (Fellowship Hall) 

6:30 PM NA (Dockside 

Room)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 AM  Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 

9 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

1:00 PM 

Stampers 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  

10 11 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Wallace 

Family Event)  

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook 

12 Missions: Beacon House  
9:00 AM Radio Ministry (92.1)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: Wholeness in Mutuality";  

Text: 1st Corinthians 12:12-28  

9:00 AM  Sunday School In A Box 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

13 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Class)  

10:45 AM Staff 

Mtg (Conf Room)  

3:00 PM Staff 

Parish 

(Fellowship 

Hall/on line)  

 

 

14 
6:00 PM 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

15 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

1:30 PM UMW General 

Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM NA (Dockside 

Room)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 AM  Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 

16 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

17 18 
8:00 AM 

Spanish 

Heritage Day 

(Fellowship Hall 

and Parking Lot) 

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook   



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13th cont’d 

5:30 PM Ministry 

Night: Missions, 

Worship, 

Hospitality 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

19 Missions: Beacon House  
9:00 AM Radio Ministry (92.1)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: "Eyes Turned Outward";  

Text: Romans 10:13-17  

9:00 AM  Sunday School In A Box 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

20 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Class)  

10:45 AM Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

21 
5:30 PM 

Trustees 

(Fellowship 

Hall/on line)  

6:15 PM Finance 

Comm (Fireside 

Library/on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

22 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

6:30 PM NA (Dockside 

Room)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 AM  Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 

23 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use 

(Sewers Guild)  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

24 25 
8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Sewers 

Guild)  

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook 

26 Missions: Beacon House  
9:00 AM Radio Ministry (92.1)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: Leadership Through 

Service"; 

Text: Mark 9:33-37  

9:00 AM  Sunday School In A Box 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

27 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Class)  

10:45 AM Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

6:00 PM  Church 

Conference 

(Fellowship Hall) 

28 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

29 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

1:30 PM Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

6:30 PM NA (Dockside 

Room)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 AM  Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 

30 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside Lib]  

9:00 AM 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

9:30 AM 

Circuit Rider 

Assembly 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  
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