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“Lessons from Group” 
Pastor Jerry 

 
Some six or seven years ago I heard an interview with Nadia Bolz-Weber, a 
Lutheran pastor who started a church in inner-city Denver for outcasts of every 
kind. (Given how many tattoos she sports, she was not considered the best fit 
for a nice suburban congregation.) That church – House for All Sinners and 
Saints – became for many a symbol of a new kind of church, and Bolz-Weber 
herself has become an eloquent public figure in a new Reformation. Anyway, 
during that interview she said this: “You hear all the time today about the 
declining numbers of the church, and everybody’s trying to find the way to turn 
that around. You know who’s not declining in numbers? AA.” 

The implication, of course, is that maybe the church should learn from the group 
that is not struggling to attract people but rather is growing each year. Now I 
know that the two organizations – the Church and Alcoholics Anonymous – are 
quite different and have different goals, but there’s also a lot of overlap, and ever 
since I heard that comment, I’ve been mulling it. Here are a few of the lessons 
we might do well to listen to in the Church. 

AA has a purpose and everyone knows it. AA exists to help people break 
addiction. That’s it. But church members are not always that clear on why the 
church exists. I once asked a member at my first pastorate – a tiny church start 
in Muncie, Indiana – what the purpose of the church was and she answered, 
“You know, to be the church.” Probably not enough. For many churches, their 
unstated or even stated purpose is to attract more members and get bigger. For 
still others, their only goal is survival. Self-perpetuation isn’t really a sufficient 
purpose. The United Methodist mission statement: To make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world, is about as perfect a statement of our 
purpose as I know, but do we all know that? And would anyone guess that by 
looking at us? 

Everyone at AA knows they have a problem. Nobody goes to Group for the 
coffee and fellowship. They’re there because they are dealing with an addiction. 
Moreover, everyone else in the group knows that they have that problem – 
“Hello, my name is X, and I’m an alcoholic” – because that’s why they’re there, 
too. In theory, the church is like that, except that the shared problem we’re 
dealing with is sin. We are not the people God designed us to be, and we need 
help. But is that how we behave in church, as people with a problem? Or do we 
sometimes act as if we’re in church because we’re such good people? I once 
heard of a church that hung a sign saying “Only Sinners May Enter Here” at the 
entrance to its sanctuary. A healthy reminder, I would think. That church in 
Denver even put it in their name. 

In AA, everyone is equal. Because everyone is there for the same reason, a 
shared problem, AA groups include people from every walk of life. The group 
that met at the church I served in Wausau had both unemployed people and 
physicians. Their common purpose brought them together; every other 
difference, for that hour, was irrelevant.  

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Morris 
Pastor 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
Visitation Pastor 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
Administrative Secretary 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
Minister of Worship Music 
and Pianist 
 
David Fehr 
Choir and Ensemble Director 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
Ellesi Director 
 
Edna Sahs 
Organist 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
Finance Clerk 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications  
Facilitator 
 
Joel Carr 
Custodian 
 
Abby Norstad 
Preschool 
 
Amie Costello, Derek 
Brost, Jesse Schwingle, 
Per Forsberg, Greg 
Wallace 
Worship Technology 
 

Volunteers 

Many Gifted Laity 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

The Bible Story Journey: Up from the Ruins 
 

Saturday-Sunday, October 1-2* 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am.* Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Ezra the Scribe” 
Scripture: Ezra 5-10; Nehemiah 8-9 
 
Saturday-Sunday, October 8-9 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship:9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Nehemiah the Governor” 
Scripture: Nehemiah 1-7, 12  
 
Saturday-Sunday, October 15-16 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship:9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “A Minority Report” 
Scripture: Isaiah 56-66; Jonah  
 

Saturday-Sunday, October 22-23 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship:9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Diaspora” 
Scripture: Daniel 1-6; Esther  
 

Disability Awareness Sunday; 5th Sunday Together 
 
Saturday-Sunday, October 29-30.  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship:9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Ye Who Are Weary and Heavy Laden” 
Scripture: Matthew 11:25-30 
 
 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

This month, our church is hosting a community-wide, forum on addiction 
and recovery (see p. 4 for details). This is, yes, an attempt to offer help 
and encouragement to a specific group of people: addicts and the friends 
and family of addicts. But while this is a specific group, it is not a small 
group. Substance addiction was already a growing problem before Covid-
19, and the anxiety of loneliness of the past two-and-a-half years has 
pushed the problem to record levels. It is itself an epidemic, and more of 
us have been affected by the crisis than one might think. I hope some of 
you will be able to come. 

But don’t come just because someone in your family or friend group is 
dealing with addiction, though. Come because recovery is recovery – 
whether we’re talking about addiction or trauma or depression or simply 
sin. We can all learn something this month. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
November Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, Oct 19 for   

Thursday, Oct 27 
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;     
❑ Chancel Flowers ($40/wk)  ❑ Oct. 9 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Oct. 16 (radio and/or flowers) 

      ❑ Oct. 23 (radio and/or flowers) 

Given by: _________________    ❑ Oct. 30 (radio and/or flowers) 

In Memory of: _____________    

In Honor of:________________   

In Recognition of: _________________   

FIFTH SUNDAY TOGETHER, OCTOBER 30 

Before the shutdown, our church had begun something new on 

months that had five Sundays. On that fifth Sunday, our children’s 

classes were cancelled, and our (then) two worship services were 

combined into one, followed by a pot-luck. We tried to have activities 

for all ages, making this an inter-generational event.  

Well, we now only have the one service, but that’s no reason to cancel 

a party. In worship that Sunday, we will observe our annual Disability 

Awareness Sunday and wrap up our month of considering addiction 

and recovery, and then following worship, all are invited to a special 

coffee fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.  

There will be a special collection for our new “Blessing Box” (see arti-

cle on p. 5), and in the spirit of Halloween, all our children and adults 

are invited to come that Sunday in costume. But with some limits. We 

invite you to come dressed as someone that you admire. Extra credit 

will be given for biblical costumes - not Adam and Eve, please. Watch 

the Short Circuit and the Connections for more details as the time ap-

proaches. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

To All of My Lake Street Friends and Family – 

THANK YOU so much for the thoughts and prayers 
during my time of heart surgery and recovery.  
Your support and help has made such a difference 
to me and has given me comfort and hope.  God 
bless each and every one of you.     

   – Joanne, Jeanette Wangen’s daughter 
 

* * * 

Thank you for all the prayers and cards I have received during my 

recent health problems. Your support has meant so much to me! 

    – Marilyn Sullivan 

Addiction / Recovery Series 
Thursdays this Month 

 
We have spent two and a half years now obsessively watching the news regarding a global pandemic, 

keep up with new guidelines, rushing out for vaccinations as soon as they were available, practicing 

all sorts of safety measures. And all this was appropriate. But while we were focused on Covid-19, we 

largely overlooked an epidemic that was already killing tens of thousands every year in America and 

that only got worse during our pandemic shutdowns: drug and alcohol abuse.  

In late 2019 and early 2020, our own Accessibility Team began planning an event to draw attention to 

the addiction crisis and perhaps provide some information to dispel some of the myths and false 

narratives about addiction and recovery. That plan, however, got scuttled along with everything else 

by the outbreak of Covid-19. We are not through the Covid-19 series of ups and downs yet, but we 

have decided that we are through ignoring this other crisis facing our nation, so the Accessibility Team 

has gone ahead to begin planning the workshops again. These will take place on a series of four 

Thursday nights this month, with the following topics: 

• Oct 6.    The Science of Addiction and Recovery (Led by addiction counselors Gary Ehrich and 

Misty Fast, from Whole Life Services Addiction Counseling.) 

• Oct 13.  The Community of Addiction and Recovery. (Led by social worker Jen Coyne from the 

Eau Claire County Dept. of Human Services) 

• Oct 20. Community Resources. (A panel discussion with people representing different agencies, 

groups, and services) 

• Oct 27.  Faith and Addiction and Recovery. (Led by Clinical Social Worker and United Methodist 

Deacon Susan Amann and our own Bill Beaton.) 

This series is for everyone. We are advertising this in the community by the usual media outlets, but 

the best invitation is always from a friend. If you know someone whose family is struggling with 

problems related to drug or alcohol abuse, someone who feels trapped or alone in that struggle, let 

them know about this. Then volunteer to come with them. 

Stampers 

Stampers will meet   
in-person Thurs-
day,  October 
20th at 1:00 pm 
in the Fellowship 
Hall “to stamp out 

joy” as    Veronica says.  It has been a 
long time since we gathered in per-
son, so we hope you can join us.  You 
know we always have fun! 
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ARCW Wish List for 
October: Canned Fruit 

You’re invited to join others from 

Lake Street in supporting the 

AIDS Resource Center of 

Wisconsin Food Pantry during 

the month of October by donating 

canned fruit. Your donation will 

assist over forty area families 

affected by HIV/AIDS. Place your 

donated item in the ARCW box 

outside Fellowship Hall.  

Thanks to the folks who 

generously donated 25+ cans of 

vegetable / fruit juice during 

August. Resource Center staff 

continue to send thanks for your 

monthly support. 

 

 

  

 

SCRIP Earnings are 

going to Feed My 

People 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings are 

to be designated to help those 

who are food insecure. That 

means we will be providing 

over $3000 to helping others at 

most difficult times. 

This may be a good time for 

you to start buying Scrip cards 

to help get us to $4000 this 

year. 

Buy Scrip. 

Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update 

Monthly Mission Offering: The Community Table. We need you!  Yes, 

you!  We need new volunteers for our monthly commitment to The 

Community Table (TCT).  Lake Street United Methodist Church provides 12 

volunteers once a month; 6 to prepare a meal and 6 to serve the meal and 

clean up.  Days of service vary but we avoid weekends and holidays.  Don’t 

be afraid of the cleanup, Pastor Jerry is a whiz with a mop!  Volunteering at 

TCT is always fun and provides a service opportunity to people who are 

grateful that we are there. Volunteering provides a chance to spend quality 

time with old friends and to meet new ones.  If you are hesitant, why not give 

it a try?  We think you will be surprised at how enjoyable and rewarding it is.  

Upcoming dates when we need volunteers include October 13 and November 

9.  Please email Tom Stanford at tstrider73@gmail.com.  We are anxious to 

add your name to our volunteer list and to get you started in this terrific 

volunteer activity.  Thanks!  If you are not able to volunteer, you may still 

support this vital ministry financially, through our October Mission (Loose 

Change) offering. 

Blessing Box:  Many of you know about the Little Library box that we have in 

front of our church. Our Mission Team is now working to add a second box 

beside it, a “Blessing Box,” with toiletries and other household needs for our 

neighbors who are unhoused or financially insecure. We hope to have this up 

by the end of October. On Sunday, October 30, we invite you to bring 

donations to stock that box. We are looking specifically for: toothbrushes, 

solid deodorant, combs, chapstick, toothpaste, and wash cloths. You 

may bring other donations as well, but as we enter the winter season, these 

are the items that we will put out, as less likely to be ruined by being frozen. 

 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

October 13 (9:00-2:00pm) 

November 9 (9:00-2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford at: 

tstrider73@gmail.com 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next weeks to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be the week of October 9-

15 and December 11-17.  

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 

mailto:tstrider73@gmail.com


 

 

 Foundations of Faith: Scripture 101 

In January and February of this year, we held a seven-week class called Christianity 101, in which we 
examined the development of the Christian church and Christian doctrine in their historical context. 
Whisking through nearly 2,000 years of Church History, we saw the conditions and controversies that 
led the church to clarify what it believed. 

Then, in May, we had a four-week class called Methodism 101, in which we did the same sort of thing 
on a smaller scale for our own denomination. Why did Methodism begin? How has it changed from 
that beginning, and why?  

This month, Pastor Jerry will begin a class dealing with an 
earlier foundation of our faith: scripture. What is the Bible? 
Where did it come from? And, most importantly, how does it 
all fit together? As with the previous classes, this is being 
designed as a part of the Confirmation curriculum, but all 
who are interested in this subject are invited to join in. The 
class will be offered in hybrid fashion: in person but also 
available for those wanting to join us online. 

The class begins on October 2, and the in-person segment 
will meet in Room 202 at 10:15. That should be enough time 
to grab some coffee and treats after church. Come and 
learn together about this book that we say is from God and 
which can be almost as hard to understand. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and 
children’s spiritual formation programs on 
Sundays, but including also special 
activities for children and families as well 
as summer programs. $15/hour and 
approximately 10 hours a week. Since we 
do not have a full children’s program during 
the pandemic, the position may begin with 
fewer hours, but if you are interested or 
want more information, please contact 
Pastor Jerry as soon as possible. 

 (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 

Our Children’s Program continues its journey 

through the Book of Genesis, beginning with the 

story told during the worship service children’s 

time and continuing with activities and music at 

10:15. This month our stories will be: 

Oct. 2  The Flood 

Oct. 9  God’s Promise to Noah 

Oct. 16 The Tower of Babel 

Oct. 23 God’s Promise to Abraham 

Oct. 30 Fifth Sunday Together. Stay for a 

special coffee fellowship after church, and 

feel free to wear a costume, dressing up as 

someone that you admire. (e.g. Bible figures, 

favorite characters from books, etc.) 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

UWF News (UMW) 

Where are all of the UWF members 
this month?  Busy preparing for and 
working at the Harvest Market on 
Saturday, October 15th.   Therefore, 
there will be no October general 
meeting as we help with this all-church 
fundraiser for missions.  Our next 
meeting will be November 16th at 1:00 
pm.  

 

Lake Street's biggest all-church  

HARVEST MARKET  

HAPPENING ON  

OCTOBER 15 &16 

 

It’s almost here! Lake Street’s All-
Church mission fundraiser is just 
weeks away.   Are you ready? Are 

there a few more stitches yet to finish off your sewing or knitting? 
Got all your baking ingredients for cookies or candy? Have you 
contacted a friend to come with you to the sale? Have you 
prayed for a successful outcome of the event? 

Donated items will be accepted Friday, October 14 from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm.  For baked goods and candies, please cover any 
plated item with plastic wrap and then put it in a gallon-size zip-
lock baggy.  Financial donations are welcome toward our goal of 
$7000. 

Come shop on Saturday, 9:00 am to Noon.  Coffee and rolls 
will be available at opening.  We’ll continue Sunday, 8:30 to 
11:30, during the Pancake/French Toast Breakfast.  Thank you 
for your support of local and worldwide missions.   
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October Birthdays 
 

8 Suzanne Heabler  

10 Ruth Robinson-98  

27  Chuck Grandy-90  

29 Jerry Morris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

 Prayer Holds Us Together 

 One of the ways we are 

able to care for 

each other, wheth-

er we are together 

or not is by pray-

ing. If you would 

like to be a part of 

our regular prayer 

email group, con-

Welcome to New Staff Members 

 
Amie Costello has 
joined our tech crew on 
Sunday mornings. 
Amie is a UWEC 
student, studying 
biology, and has 
worked in technical 
theater. Amie will 
provide stability in a 
ministry of our church 
that we have learned is 
absolutely vital. 

Abby Norstad will be 
caring for our youngest 
family members in the 
preschool area on 
Sunday mornings. Abby 
is also a UWEC student, 
this time in geology. 
Abby will care for 
children five and under 
during worship and 
during the education 
hour.  

Yard Work Services 

Need help with your lawn care?  
Contact Jose Mayorga!  Our 
Hispanic Ministry pastor is 

branching out with his own 
business.  He can be reached at 
715-829-1824 or email to 
w i s m a y o r g a @ y a h o o l c o m .  
Contact Jose for your free 

estimate. 
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Our Lay Leadership 

Pastor Jerry 

 

This is the season when the Lay Leadership Team begins to meet and to recruit people to serve 

on our different teams and committees. The first thing I would like to do is to thank all those said 

“yes” last year. Here are the current committees of our church: 

Ministry Teams: 

At-Large Members: Barb Nelson, JJ Henricksen, Jeff and Sue Pettis 

Worship Design:  Jennifer Lohmann, Sherrie Southard, Brenda Wallace, Mike McCluskey, 

Kirsten Francis, Baylee Avery, Veronica Marshall-Potter. 

Hospitality Team: Jerry and Judy Montgomery, Winnie Doxsie, Ron Gjerning, Bob Tollefson, 

Tim Atkins. 

Missions Team: Kent Gierhart, Jeanene Thomas-Fedie, Jane Kilde, Beth Sherman, Susan 

Willkom, Julie Holzinger, Tom Stanford, Kirsten Gierhart 

Accessibility Team: Bill Schildt, Katie Kroll, Terry Vokoun, Susie Staves, Carol Gudnason 

Children’s Ministry: Christina Ahrens, Angela Passero Jones, Kisja Brost, Leta Rugotzke, 

Kenna Szymanski 

Resource Teams: 

Finance: Peter Nelson, Mary Kay Francis, Tom Bauer, Baylee Avery. 

Staff-Parish (Personnel): Julie Beaton, Chris Draxler, Rita Houser, Mary Rose Howard, Per 

Forsberg, Margo Bolton 

Trustees: Terry Sullivan, Jerry Kroll, John Melrose, Jon Case, Marty Fisher-Blakeley, Jeff 

Voss, Glenn Bryson, Brad Smith 

Lay Leadership: Linda Peterson, Linda Keepers 

Communications: Tashai Atkins, Craig Heabler, Brian Szymanski, Paul Van Beek, Len Larsen, 

Derek Brost 

Memorials: Kirsten Gierhart, Bev Goetz, Carolyn Kinville, Janelle Earl 

Foundation Board: David Klinkhammer, Steve Lasure, Corinne Gjerning, Michael Ahrens, 

Brian Gierhart, Paul Van Beek. 

In addition to these, our Lay Leader (Greg Wallace) and our Lay Representatives to Annual 

Conference (Pat Peterson and Jan Smith) all attend several team meetings each month. And this 

is just committees: it doesn’t even include the volunteers who make the Pancake Breakfast, the 

Harvest Market, and the Scrip Program run. To all these, thank you. Forever thank you. 

But, as noted above, it is time to look for our leaders for 2023. Some of those listed above have 

moved away or have had to step down for other reasons. Some committees have set terms and 

on those teams, some members will be rotating off. It is good to refresh our leadership year by 

year, after all. Could one of our new team members be you? 

Over the next two month, you may be getting a call or an email asking you if you would be willing 

to serve on one of the above teams. I hope you will consider saying yes. In fact, what I really 

hope is that you will look at the list above, and if you find something that piques your curiosity, 

you will reach out to me and let me know. A church is only as strong as its members are 

committed to serve. 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through September 20 

 
MEMORIALS 

In memory of Bev Maser 

Donors: Dorothy Elliott, Carol 
Fawcett and Bobbie and Gene 
Liedl; Undesignated 

Donors: Jan and Brad Smith; for 
Radio Ministry 

In memory of Darlene Bolton (Ken 
Bolton’s mother) 

Donors: Marilyn and Terry Sullivan, 
John and Margaret Melrose, Corinne 
and Ron Gjerning, Dick and Linda 
Keepers, Ken and Margo Bolton 
family and friends; for Radio Ministry 

In memory of Ron Koth (Karl Koth’s 
father) 

Donors: Corinne and Ron 
Gjerning; for Radio Broadcast 

Donor:  Janelle Earl; for Music 
Ministry 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS 

For Radio Broadcast 

Donors: Anonymous, Patricia 
Anderson and Donna Jahnke 

 Financial Report through August, 2022 

 

There are a lot of different ways to look at a bottom line 
figure on a financial report. First, there are the raw numbers. 
At the end of August we had spent $18,402 more than we 
had received. This is not great; we would all love to see a 
surplus rather than a deficit. But raw numbers are only part 
of the story. We also need to look at trends. For instance, 
last month we were $20,357 in the red, which means this 
month we gained back $2,000. Or we can look at our history; 
where have we usually been at the end of August? For the 
past four years we have always been in the red at this point 
(2018 - $16,432; 2019 - $24,061; 2020 - $17,036; 2021 - 
$13,390). In all those years, we ended the year by at least 
breaking even. And finally, we can compare our deficit to our 
budget Where had we expected to be at this point? As you 
see below, we had thought we would be $26,255 in the red 
right now, so we are exceeding those expectations by almost 
$8,000. 

All this is to say that we are at a point in the year where 
deficits are normal, and within those parameters, we are 
doing quite well. Your giving has continued to be generous, 
and our teams have been careful with spending, staying well 
under budget.  

If it weren’t for the unexpectedly high utility costs, in fact, 
we’d be doing amazingly well. As always, thank you.  

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the November 
issue (mailed on Oct 27) need to 
be received no later than Oct 19. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

Church Conference, 2022 

For those of you who arrange your social calendar around the annual 
Lake Street Church Conference—I don’t need to name names; you know 
who you are—we have our date scheduled. This year Church 
Conference will be on Tuesday evening, November 29, at 6:00 pm. 

For newcomers to this denomination, the Church Conference is an 
annual meeting that is open to all members, at which we receive reports 
on the past year and approve plans for the coming year (e.g. leadership 
positions, budget). The meeting is led by our District Superintendent, 
Rev. Barb Certa-Werner, and will include a message from Bishop Hee 
Soo-Jung.  

FAITH AND FROTH 

Our first “Faith and Froth” was held on September 15 at the Lazy Monk 
Brewpub on Madison Street. About 20 people submitted questions for 
Pastors Jen Barnet, Terri 
Koca, and Jerry Morris (with 
special guest appearance by 
Pastor Chris Van Beek). 
Questions ranged from “How 
do you explain the 
incarnation?” (We didn’t) to 
“Was Jesus just a wine guy, 
or did he drink beer, 
too?” (Answer: Yeah, but not 
light beer. He had standards.)  

There was a lot of laughter, but also some serious discussion of 
important matters (“I was raised saying memorized prayers. How can get 
better at praying from the heart?”) All agreed it is worth doing again. Stay 
tuned. 

 

Sunday Morning Packers Game, October 9 

Yes, that’s right. On Sunday morning, October 9, our 9:00 am morning 
worship will take place at the same time that the Green Bay Packers will 
be playing the New York Giants in London. Some churches in our 
conference are showing the game at church, pausing for worship during 
half-time. We are just continuing our normal schedule and letting people 
make up their own mind what they’d like to do. Three things to remember 
as you make up your mind: 

• Missing the first half of a game is not the end of the world. You 
can see all the important plays in replay later. 

• Missing one worship service is also not the end of the world. You 
can watch it on Facebook or YouTube later. 

• This really isn’t a big deal. Don’t sweat it, either way. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
6:00pm Living 

Room Worship on 

Facebook  

2 
9:00am Worship with Communion (sanctuary) 

with livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Ezra the Scribe";  

Texts: Ezra 5-10; Nehemiah 1-7, 12;  

Mission Emphasis:  The Community Table 

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:30am Scripture 101 Begins (Room 202)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

3 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf Rm)  

6:00pm Church 

Council (Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)   

4 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

9:30am UWF 

Hotdish Creations 

(Fellowship 

Hall/Kitchen)  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

5 
9:30am UWF Exec Comm 

(Room 202)  

10:00am Room 202 In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm  NA (Fireside Library) 

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6 
7:30am MAP (Men At 

Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters (Room 

101A)  

7:00pm 

Addiction/Recovery 

Series (Fellowship 

Hall)  

7 
5:00pm Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

8 
8:00am Rooms 

202/Fireside 

Library In Use 

(Amateur Radio 

Testing)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship on 

Facebook  

9 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "Nehemiah the Governor"; 

Text: Nehemiah 1-7; 12 ; 

Mission Emphasis:  The Community Table 

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:30am Scripture 101 (Room 202)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

10 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conference 

Room)  

3:00pm Staff Parish 

(Conference Room/on 

line)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

6:00pm Ministry 

Night: Missions, 

Worship, Hospitality 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

11 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

9:00am ICD 

Conference 

(Fellowship Hall) 

[Pastor Scott 

Carlson coordinator]  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

6:00pm 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

12 
9:00am ICD Conference 

(Fellowship Hall) [Pastor Scott 

Carlson coordinator]  

9:30am AT-IT Team (Conference 

Room)  

10:00am Room 202 In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:15pm Pack 128 Comm 

Meeting (Room 202)  

6:30pm  NA (Fireside Library) 

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

13 
7:30am MAP (Men At 

Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Fellowship Hall 

In Use for Harvest 

Market Set Up  

9:00am Quilters (Room 

101A)  

9:00am The 

Community Table  

5:00pm Beacon House 

Hosting  

7:00pm 

Addiction/Recovery 

Series (Fellowship 

Hall)  

14 
9:00am Donated 

Items accepted 

until 4:00 pm  

9:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use for 

Harvest Market 

Set Up  

10:00am Drive-

Up Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing Projekt)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:00pm Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

15 
9:00am Harvest 

Market 

Sponsored by 

UWF (Fellowship 

Hall)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship on 

Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16 
8:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall0  

8:30am Harvest Market continues (Fellowship 

Hall)  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "A Minority Report";  

Texts: Isaiah 56; Jonah;  

Mission Emphasis:  The Community Table 

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:30am Scripture 101 (Room 202)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

17 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

18 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

5:30pm Trustees 

(Room 202/on line)  

6:15pm Finance 

Committee (Room 

202/on line)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

19 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:30pm  NA (Fireside Library) 

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

20 
7:30am MAP (Men At 

Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters (Room 

101A)  

1:00pm Stampers 

(Fellowship Hall)  

7:00pm 

Addiction/Recovery 

Series (Fellowship 

Hall)  

21 
5:00pm Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

22 
10:00am Room 

202 In Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease Support 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship on 

Facebook  

23 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "Diaspora";  

Texts: Daniel 1-6; Esther;  

Mission Emphasis:  The Community Table 

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:30am Scripture 101 (Room 202)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

24 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

6:00pm Church 

Council (Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

25 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

26 
10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

1:30pm Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:30pm  NA (Fireside Library) 

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

27 
7:30am MAP (Men At 

Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

8:00am Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Sewing Guild)  

9:00am Quilters (Room 

101A)  

9:30am Circuit Rider 

Assembly (Room 

202)  

7:00pm 

Addiction/Recovery 

Series (Fellowship 

Hall)  

28 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing Projekt)  

5:00pm Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

29 
6:00pm Living 

Room Worship on 

Facebook  

30 
Disability Awareness Sunday  

Fifth Sunday Together  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "Ye Who Are Weary and Heavy Laden"; 

Text: Matthew 11:25-30  

Mission Emphasis:  The Community Table 

10:15am Scrip and Special Fellowship 

(Fellowship Hall) -- this includes pot-luck invite!  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

31 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conference 

Room)  

    5 
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