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Barriers and Stumbling Blocks 
 Pastor Jerry 

 
It’s the $10,000 question in the circles I run in: 
Why are people – especially young adults – 
leaving the church? I’ve heard dozens of 
answers to that question, most of which probably 
have some validity. Most of the discussions 
focus on the failings of the church as an 

institution, rather than on what the church teaches, and that’s probably 
appropriate, but it’s worth asking that question. Is our teaching one of the things 
that is turning people off? 

Because it always has been. We Christians teach some weird stuff, and there 
have always been people who heard our beliefs and just shook their heads with 
pity. Think about it. We believe: 

• That a man who was executed as a criminal in Roman Jerusalem was 
actually God in the flesh. The God who created the earth died in it as a 
mortal. 

• That executed man then rose from the dead, in a new body that was still 
somehow recognizably him, then rose into the clouds. 

• Therefore, in imitation of God’s self-humiliation, we are to love others as 
ourselves, forgive those who harm us until we’ve lost count of how many 
times, accept abuse without retaliating but, rather, by praying for our 
abusers. 

None of this makes sense. People have thought it was nonsense from the 
beginning (see 1 Corinthians 1:23), and it’s hard to blame them. I can’t fix that; I 
believe it anyway. These are what define us as Christians.  

But these fundamental beliefs are not the only Christian teachings that people 
have trouble with. There is another set of beliefs that sound just as screwy, but 
which are neither fundamental nor universal for Christians. To put it another 
way, there are teachings that many people believe are core Christian teachings, 
but which are not. Among these are: 

• That the first man and woman, by indulging in what seems a fairly mild 
infraction involving snitching fruit, doomed every subsequent human being to 
an inherited evil nature deserving of death. Also that’s why snakes don’t 
have legs. 

• That even though God loves humanity, he was so offended by their 
sinfulness that he could not possibly forgive them unless somebody got 
punished (this, apparently, being how God thinks forgiveness works). So 
instead he punished his Son, who hadn’t done anything wrong, which made 
him feel so much better that now he can forgive humans. 

• That the loving God desperately wants a relationship with each human 
being, and the basis of that relationship is for humans to agree intellectually 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Morris 
Pastor 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
Visitation Pastor 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
Administrative Secretary 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
Minister of Worship Music 
and Pianist 
 
David Fehr 
Choir and Ensemble Director 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
Ellesi Director 
 
Edna Sahs 
Organist 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
Finance Clerk 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications  
Facilitator 
 
Joel Carr 
Custodian 
 
Abby Norstad 
Preschool 
 
Amie Costello, Derek 
Brost, Jesse Schwingle, 
Per Forsberg, Greg 
Wallace 
Worship Technology 
 

Volunteers 

Many Gifted Laity 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Saturday-Sunday, December 31-January 1  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am with Communion.* Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Covenant” 
Scripture: Joshua 24, selections 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 7-8, Len Larsen Speaking 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Remember _______Baptism” 
Scripture:  Matthew 3:13-17 
 
 

Sermon Series: Barriers and Stumbling Blocks 
 

Saturday-Sunday, January 14-15 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “In Adam’s Fall We Sinnéd All: Rethinking Original Sin” 
Scripture: Romans 5:12-17  
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 21-22 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus: Rethinking Atonement” 
Scripture: Romans 3:21-26  
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 28-29, Fifth Sunday Together 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Nothing But a Clique: Rethinking Hospitality” 
Scripture: James 2:1-9  
 
 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

to certain propositions about his Son (that, apparently, being how God 
thinks relationships work), and anyone who does not agree to those 
propositions is doomed to everlasting fire. 

If you’ve spent any time at all in the church, you’ve probably heard these 
doctrines in some form. You may even have thought that these were 
required Christian beliefs. They are not. These are not core doctrines so 
much as attempts by later theologians to explain the core doctrines more 
fully. But there have always been Christians who questioned these 
explanations and looked for others. This winter, we’re going to do some 
heavy theological lifting, trying to sift through these common teachings, 
examining them in their historical context, and seeing if there are better 
ways to understand God’s work in the world. We’re going to rethink the 
doctrines of Original Sin, Atonement, Salvation, and Hell. 

I mean, we still believe some crazy stuff. We still believe in a God who 
came to earth, died, and rose again. We still believe that the way to find 
ourselves is to give ourselves away. But we don’t have to own every 
absurdity that every Christian has ever uttered. This winter, we’re going to 
try to sort some of that out and, maybe, take down some stumbling 
blocks. 

(Continued from page 1)  
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
February Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, Jan 18 for   

Thursday, Jan 26 
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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RADIO SERVICE SUPPORT 

   $165/week     

 ❏ January 8     ❏ January 22  

 ❏ January 15    ❏ January 29   

       

Given by: __________________   In Memory of: ____________________  

In Honor of:________________ In Recognition of: _________________  

Fifth Sunday Together, January 29 

Back in 2019, we began a new thing: treating 5th Sundays as special days 

of intergenerational worship, days for experimenting with things. Part of 

the idea was to create a safe space for worship leaders to push the 

envelope a little. You may remember last October 30, when instead of a 

sermon we had an interactive story experience, as Pastor Jerry told the 

story of Esther and the congregation contributed with their cheers and 

boos for the good and evil characters. 

Well, we have another one coming up this month, on January 29. No, 

we’re not going to tell you exactly what we’re going to do. We’re just 

asking to bring your open-est mind to church that week as Pastor Jerry 

preaches on “Rethinking Hospitality.”  

And after worship, instead of separating to our different age-level classes, 

we invite everyone to an intergenerational coffee fellowship in the 

Fellowship Hall.   

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Cool Music, Hot Drinks: A Benefit Concert at Lake Street 

January 29, 2:00 pm. Fellowship Hall 

Sometimes being welcoming means greeting those who have taken the 

initiative and have come to us, and making sure they feel at home. And 

sometimes being welcoming means offering people outside the church 

a reason to come to us. This month, on January 29, we will be offering 

such a reason: a piano concert with refreshments in our Fellowship Hall 

at 2:00pm: Cool Music, Hot Drinks. 

Dr. Namji Kim is professor of piano at the University of Wisconsin-Eau 

Claire.  She graduated from the Conservatoire National Supérieur de 

Musique et de Danse de Paris with First Prizes in piano, chamber mu-

sic, and harmony.  She earned her Bachelor and Master of Music de-

grees from the Juilliard School, and her Doctor of Musical Arts degree 

from the Manhattan School of Music.  She has performed in master 

classes given by Olivier Messiaen. A prizewinner at the International 

Beethoven Piano Sonata Competition and a finalist in many international piano competitions, Namji’s 

concert schedule has included performances around North America, Europe, Ukraine, and Korea, 

where in addition to her recitals she appeared on television and radio broadcasts.  She has appeared 

as a soloist with the Philharmonic Orchestra of Kharkiv at the Grand Hall of Philharmonia, Kharkiv, 

Ukraine under the direction of Vakhtang Jordania and the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra at Texas 

Christian University under the baton of Geoffrey Simon.  She has published five scholarly reviews on 

music, philosophy, and theology in the Boston College Journal, Religion and the Arts.  Her CD re-

cording of Gabriel Fauré’s 13 Barcarolles was released by Centaur Records in 2020. 

But Dr. Kim is an educator, not just a performer, and she will be using her time with us not only to 

play great music but to teach us how to get the most out of it, using brief talks between pieces. She 

writes: “I will be talking about the elements of sonata form in the Bach prelude and fugue in E major, 

Beethoven's Sonata Op. 109, Chopin Ballade No. 3, and Ravel’s Sonatine. In my talk, I will make 

sure that the subject will be accessible to everyone, including people who have not been exposed to 

classical music.”  

Perhaps you know someone who needs community, but who might not visit a church for a regular 

worship service or a Bible Study class. Here is something you can invite them to, a time to learn 

about and enjoy music together in an informal coffee house format. 

Dr. Kim is donating her time, so the concert and the refreshments will be free, but we will also have a 

donation basket available, designated to support the Chapel Heights United Methodist Church Food 

Pantry.  
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ARCW Wish List for  

January: Meal in a Can 

Please consider supporting 
our local Aids Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food 
Pantry by donating a “Meal in 
a Can” – beef stew, chili, 
soup, etc. During this time of 
year these items are a popular 
request. Thank you for helping 
families and individuals 
affected by AIDS/HIV in the 
Eau Claire area. 

  

Thanks to everyone who 
reached out to the ARCW 
during November. Your 
generosity provided 35+ 
packages of Macaroni & 
Cheese. The food pantry 
appreciates your assistance! 

 

 

BUY SCRIP THIS YEAR 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings 

went to help those who are 

food insecure. That means we 

have providing over $3000 to 

helping others at most difficult 

times. 

As the New Year begins, think 

about making Scrip a part of 

your regular shopping. A 

percentage of your regular 

grocery or gas expense can be 

use to support the church and 

its ministries. 

Buy Scrip. 

Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Outreach Update 

 

Beacon House:  Thank you to Jeff and Sue Pettis, Kirsten Gierhart, 
Jan Smith, Toni Kruse, and Veronica Marshall-Potter (Red Hot Babes) 
for providing meals at Beacon House in December.  They served 
meals to 6 adults and 12 children (15 months-12 years) who were 
homeless and staying at Beacon House.  Our September loose 
change offering raised $450 for Beacon House.  The next opportunity 
to help is January 22

nd
-28

th
, 2023.  Contact Kent Gierhart at 715-864-

2056 if you can help in January. 

Community Table:   The next opportunity to help is January 9
th,

 2023.  
See below for upcoming dates. 

Blessing Box:  If you have not had a chance to look at the Blessing 
Box located in front of the church, built by Ron Gjerning, please take a 
look.  It is consistently being used every week.  Thank you to all who 
have donated items.  As of now we have plenty of toothbrushes and 
tooth paste so hold off on donating these items. 

Loose change offering in January:  The loose change offering in 
January will go to the Chippewa Valley Street ministry.  This ministry 
offers warm clothing, gloves, hats, blankets, sleeping bags, water, 
hygiene kits to individuals/families living on the streets of Eau Claire, 
under bridges and in cars.  Many have jobs and struggle to find 
housing they can afford or need to save up money for a security 
deposit and first month’s rent.  Some have addictions or are trying to 
rebuild their life after an addiction.  To find out more about this ministry 
visit: https://www.chippewavalleystreetministry.org 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

January 9 (9:00-2:00pm) 

February 6 (9:00-2:00pm) 

March 15 (9:00-2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford at: 

tstrider73@gmail.com 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be January 22-28.  

 

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 



 

 

Faith and Froth 

Our second Faith and Froth was held on 
December 8 at the Lazy Monk Brew Pub. 
Participants from at least three churches 
peppered the clergy panel with questions 
about Christ’s divinity, about doubt, and about 
sexuality. Specific problematic biblical texts 
were questioned and struggled with. Definitive 
answers were rare, but several questions were 
made lighter by sharing them with others. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 

In our Children’s Classes, we are alternating 

between the stories of Genesis and the Story 

of Jesus. This month we will be learning about 

the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Our lessons in 

January will be: 

Jan. 8  Jesus is Baptized 

Jan. 15 Jesus in the Desert 

Jan. 22 Jesus’ First Miracle 

Jan. 29 No Children’s 

Classes today; 

Fifth Sunday  

Together 

Norma Olson - Beverly Maser Scholarship 

Two of the most fondly remembered women of 

our congregation in the past twenty years are 

Norma Olson and Bev Maser, both of whom 

were utterly devoted to leading the church in 

ministry to the world. To honor these women, 

Al Olson is beginning an annual scholarship, to 

be awarded through the church, for one 

student every year who is preparing for a 

career in one of these helping professions: 

education, nursing, social work, or ministry. 

Al is beginning the scholarship with an initial 

investment, but it has occurred to us that 

others may wish to be a part of honoring the 

memory of these two women as well. Anyone 

who wishes to add to the initial investment may 

do so through the church. Many details are still 

being ironed out, so if you have questions 

direct them to Pastor Jerry. 

FIRESIDE LIBRARY 
 
Our library is being updated, streamlined and 
made more user-friendly.  Check out our  
online card catalog at:  
 
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/LSUMC.  
 
Since 2013 all new items have been added and 
currently the older items are being entered.  
Please be patient while this is being done.  It 
may take awhile! 
  
To expand our collection we are looking for 
books and media ideas from you.  If you have a 
favorite book, author, or subject area please let 
us know.  A notebook for your ideas is located 
on the hutch by the door in the library or email 
Kathy at anderkat@aol.com.  This is YOUR li-
brary and we hope to have a collection that re-
flects YOUR interests. 



 

 

UWF News (UMW) 

There will be no UWF general 
meeting in January and 
February.  However, this is a 
good time to curl up with a 
book.  So, why not make it a 
book from the UWF reading 
list (see below).  Books can be 

found in the UWF book cart in the Fireside Room of the 
church.  You can also find many of the books at the Eau 
Claire Public Library.  If you want to have a list of 
recommended books, contact Marty Fisher-Blakeley.  (715-
456-3346) 

 

United Women in Faith Reading Program 

The traditional Reading Program is continuing for 2023.  

This is designed to bring women together as they read, 

explore, share and discuss the written word.  Planned to 

open minds and hearts to experiences of profound 

resonance and deep difference. Learn from the authors 

while you stop and wonder.  Read the books that attract you 

but try one or two that sound like they are beyond your 

comfort zone.  There are books in five different categories:  

Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing 

for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth. 

Many of the books on the 2023 Program List are available 

at the Eau Claire Public Library.  Others will be ordered for 

the UWF Reading Cart which can be found in the church 

library – Fireside Room.  Whether you read for your own 

pleasure or participate in a reading plan we welcome you.  

May the Reading Program nourish your soul, strengthen 

your understanding and equip each of us for the work the 

Spirit has placed in our hearts. 

Questions can be addressed to Marty Fisher-Blakeley at 

715-456-3346. 

 

HOT DISH!  BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

The Chicken Almond Hot Dish that has been served at 

UMW events (like the Bazaar) will be available for purchase 

on January 15th during Pancake Breakfast. A 14-ounce 2 

serving container will be sold frozen for $8.00 each. To pre-

order contact Julie Holzinger at 715-552-8803 or 

holzingerj2@gmail.com. 
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January Birthdays 
 

Nancy Espie  1/4 

Janelle Earl  1/9 

Louise Thompson  1/14 

Pat Peterson  1/17 

Jan Voss  1/28 

Colleen Bates  1/19  

 (90 years old) 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Prayer Holds Us 

Together 

 

One of the ways we are 

able to care for each oth-

er, whether we are to-

gether or not is by pray-

ing. If you would like to 

be a part of our regular 

prayer email group, con-

tact Pastor Jerry. 
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Your Trustees, Entering the New Year 

 
Some of our church’s ministry takes place outside our building (see the Outreach page, p. 5, for 
more details), but a lot of it happens here as well. Not only our own worship and spiritual 
formation events, but in many cases the community comes to us. We now have two different 
Narcotics Anonymous groups meeting in our building, along with support groups for Alzheimer’s 
families and families of people with Huntington’s disease, and a popular “Brain and Body Fitness” 
class sponsored by the Aging and Disability Resource Center. We host a weekly Cub Scout pack 
on Monday evenings and a Girl Scout group on Sundays. The Eau Claire Male Chorus and the 
Eau Claire Boys’ Choir both rehearse in our building. Moreover, since we upgraded our sound 
equipment in the Fellowship Hall over the past three years, we have drawn the attention of Scott 
Carlson, formerly pastor at Hope and currently Director of Congregational Development for the 
Wisconsin UMC. We are hosted a training weekend for ministers last year and are scheduled to 
host another one this year. Finally, we will be hosting regional UWF gatherings this year. 
 
All that is to say that the task of caring for our building is not just maintenance but is a key 
element of our church’s ministry. This task is in the hands of our Trustees. Briefly, here are some 
of the things they are working on in 2023: 
 
1.  Boiler Upgrade. We replaced our 70s vintage boilers with new energy-efficient models last 
year, but at that time we did not replace the control center, so we have had new boilers but aging 
controls. A new remote access control unit has been ordered from Bartingale to help us manage 
our heating system more efficiently, effectively, and conveniently. With the new computerized 
controls, we will have remote access. 

2.  Paint and Plaster. Through the investigative work of trustee Glenn Bryson, we have finally 
identified and fixed the source of the water damage on the northwest corner of the sanctuary (the 
bell tower). Now Glenn and Steve Blashford are going to repair a lot of cracked and damaged 
plaster in that area and repaint the eyesore that has been that stairwell. 

3.  Measurements have been taken for carpet replacement in the library.  That work should be 
completed early in 2023. Those of you who have fond memories regarding particular coffee 
stains on the old carpet - we’re sorry. 

4.  On December 19, the Church Council approved another upgrade to the sound system in the 
Fellowship Hall: the addition of cameras and streaming. Over the past several years, worship has 
not been just in-person, and while things are slowly settling back into some old patterns, online 
worship is not going away. That limits how much we can use the Fellowship Hall for worship, and 
sometimes we might want to use that more-
flexible space for creative worship services. Per 
Forsberg has drawn up plans for the project 
and will be leading the work. This project will be 
paid for by our Anonymous Ministry Fund, a 
large bequest that the church received from a 
former member—now living in a different 
state—who remembers with fondness what our 
church meant to him as a child. 

And that’s why we’re here: to change lives. The 
nuts and bolts of caring for an aging building is 
not always romantic. But it is ministry. Thank 
you to the Trustees for all your work. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children and 
families as well as summer programs. $15/hour 
and approximately 10 hours a week. Since we 
do not have a full children’s program during the 
pandemic, the position may begin with fewer 
hours, but if you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Pastor Jerry as 
soon as possible. pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through December 20 

 
MEMORIALS 

In memory of Robert Hoffman Jr.; 
Donor: Shirley Hoffman, for Radio 
Ministry 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS 

Donor: Patricia Anderson, for Radio 
Ministry 

 

 Financial Report through November, 2022 

 

At the end of October, our balance for the year (giving minus 
expenses) was only about $2,000 in the red, which was 
remarkably good for that time of year. At the end of November, 
we were back in more normal territory, with a deficit of a 
$12,863. This drop was almost entirely based on one expense. 
This fall, the Trustees hired a professional painter to scrape all 
the peeling paint from our external windows and repaint them. 
Since this required renting a lift, this was a costly project, and the 
$9,000 bill was paid in November.  

Traditionally December is the largest giving month of the year, 
influenced both by Christmas generosity and by people catching 
up on their annual pledges. The $12,000 deficit is well within the 
reach of the normal December surplus, so we are looking at 
another solid, healthy financial year at Lake Street.  

On behalf of your Finance Committee, thank you for your 
continued generosity and faithful support for the mission and 
ministry of your church. Our budget for 2023 was approved at 
our November 29 Church Conference, and it is slightly higher 
than the 2022 budget, primarily because we are expecting to 
spend almost $15,000 more on utilities in the coming year. 
Thank you for the pledges that have already come in toward that 
budget. A new year is beginning, and we are starting with a 
strong foundation. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the February is-
sue (mailed on Jan 27) need to 
be received no later than Jan. 18. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
kath_abby@yahoo.com 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

A letter from Rev. Dan Schwerin—formerly assistant to Bishop Jung and now the new 
Bishop of the Northern Illinois Conference—to the Wisconsin Conference: 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
(Isaiah 11:1-2) 
 
Grace and peace to you, Wisconsin Conference!  

Advent is the season in which we watch for arrivals and newness. God’s 
newness is a gift that comes from God’s character to bless with abundance. 
Here Isaiah promises those whose land is in deep darkness, that a shoot shall 
spring forth, and like any branch, we will be able to see the wind, the ruach of 
God rest on that branch. This branch will show the breeze blowing with the 
things of God. 
  
As I transition from my role as the Assistant to Bishop Jung, I am deeply 
grateful for the things of God I have seen from this window—more than I can 
name. I see daily the things of God in our conference staff. Whether we are 
working on your phone call, or charge conference processes or apportionments 
or E-News, the Boy Scouts bankruptcy, a lawsuit, or disaffiliation, each person 
here is deeply faithful, strongly gifted, and offer a servant’s spirit for the good of 
the whole. When a church’s actions suggest we are all in this together—this is 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding. 
  
I am excited by the collaboration of the Anti-Racism Task Force, the 
Connectional Table, the Bishop’s Task Force, and the cabinet. Each of these 
has a hand on the plow to increase racial justice and radical inclusion in our life 
together. We are caring for disaffiliation with grace and fairness, and our 
conference staff is looking for ways to grow ministry even now by offering 
watering holes to those left behind by their church’s leaving. God’s newness is 
at hand. This is the spirit of counsel and might. 
  
Lastly, I want to thank you, each disciple of Jesus in the Wisconsin Conference 
UMC. At 17, I heard a call to the ministry from the second pew on the right in 
the Concord UMC. It was overwhelming. I walked back to the farm arguing with 
God before offering my yes. You have revealed to me that ministry is a hard life 
but a profoundly good life. You have received my ministry and the apologies 
that have been required of my practice. I am humbled by your faithfulness. This 
is the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
  
Keep your eyes open for Advent. Finish the apportionments strongly. Keep in 
prayer. This conference is a jewel. Please pray for Julie and I as we go to serve 
the Chicago area. Know that I will be praying for you—and watching for 
newness… 
  
Peace, 
  
Dan Schwerin, Bishop 
Chicago Area UMC 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Mission Emphasis:  Chippewa Valley 
Street Ministry 
9:00am Worship and Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on Facebook 

and YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Covenant";  

Text: Joshua 24, selections  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00pm Fellow Hall In Use (Moms On The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

2 
10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

3 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

1:00pm Stampers 

(Room 202)  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV 

Boys Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Male Chorus)  

4 
6:00pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

6 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

7 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

8 Mission Emphasis:  Chippewa Valley 
Street Ministry 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "Remember ________ Baptism";  

Text: Matthew 3:13-17  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:15am Undecorating Christmas  

10:15a  Scripture 101/Confirmation (Room 202) 

4:00pm Fellow Hall In Use (Moms On The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

9 
9:00am The 

Community Table  

10:00am 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

10 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV 

Boys Choir)  

6:00pm 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Male Chorus)  

11 
10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15pm Pack 128 Comm Meeting 

(Room 202)  

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

12 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

13 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

14 
8:00am Room 

202 In Use 

(Amateur 

Radio Testing)  

11:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use 

(Wallace 

Family Event)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

15 Mission Emphasis:  Chippewa Valley 
Street Ministry 
8:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

8:30am Chicken Almond Hot Dish Sales 

(Fellowship Hall)  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "In Adam's Fall We Sinned All: 

Rethinking Original Sin"; Text: Romans 5:12-17  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103) 

10:15a  Scripture 101/Confirmation (Room 202) 

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

16 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

6:00pm Ministry 

Teams 

Orientation 

17 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

6:00pm Resource 

Teams 

Orientation 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV 

Boys Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Male Chorus)  

18 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

19 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

20 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

21 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

(Fellowship 

Hall)  

22 Mission Emphasis:  Chippewa Valley 
Street Ministry 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "Nothing But the Blood of Jesus: 

Rethinking Atonement";  

Text: Romans 3:21-26  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:15a  Scripture 101/Confirmation (Room 202) 

4:00pm Fellow Hall In Use (Moms On The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

23 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:00pm Church 

Council 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

24 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV 

Boys Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Male Chorus)  

25 
10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

1:30pm Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

26 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

8:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider 

Assembly 

(Room 202)  

1:00pm 

Stampers 

(Room 202)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

27 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

28 
10:00am Room 

202 In Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support Group)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

5:00pm 

Beacon House 

Hosting  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

29 Mission Emphasis:  Chippewa Valley 
Street Ministry 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; Radio Ministry 

(92.1)  

Sermon: "Nothing But a Clique: Rethinking 

Hospitality";  

Text: James 2:1-9  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall) 

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 102/103)  

10:15a  Scripture 101/Confirmation (Room 202) 

2:00pm Dr. Namji Kim Concert (Fellowship 

Hall)  

4:00pm Fellow Hall In Use (Moms On The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

30 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting 

(Conference 

Room)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

31 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Male Chorus)  
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