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If God Could Do It Then . . . 
Pastor Jerry 

 
In my sermons this month, I storytelling again – picking up our “Bible 
Story Journey” where I left off in December. As you may recall, we had 
come to the point where the Assyrian Empire destroyed the Northern 
Israelite Kingdom (Israel), but the Southern Kingdom (Judah) survived. 
The book of 2 Kings tells how Judah’s King Hezekiah humbled himself 
and sought God’s help. A plague swept through the camp of the 
besieging Assyrians, forcing them to withdraw.  

All this is inspiring, but temporary. In our story this month, we will see the 
Assyrian Empire replaced by the Babylonians, who will eventually finish 
the job. The armies of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon will capture 
Jerusalem, taking all her first citizens into exile but leaving the city 
standing. Then, eleven years later, when Jerusalem rebels against them, 
the Babylonians will tear Jerusalem down stone by stone. Even the great 
temple built by Solomon, which psalmists had declared God’s eternal 
home, will be reduced to heap of rubble. 

A grim story. Why do I think it’s important to tell it? 

I’m reading a book right now by a scholar named Conrad Kanagy. Dr.  
Kanagy is a professor of Sociology at Elizabethtown College in 
Pennsylvania. He is also, with his wife, a Mennonite pastor. Kanagy has 
been following the institutional decline of the American church for 
decades and is in 2007 published an exhaustive sociological analysis of 
the future of the Mennonite Church. When the Covid-19 pandemic hit, 
Kanagy saw the gradual decline he had been watching suddenly shift 
gears and go into overdrive. From his academic perspective as a student 
of society and his insider’s perspective in the church, Kanagy has written 
A Church Dismantled: A Kingdom Restored. Why Is God Taking Apart the 
Church? 

In that book, Kanagy notes the destruction of Jerusalem, then writes: “I’m 
not sure why we are quick to assume that the Spirit of the living God 
would never do such a thing to the church today, when God was so 
amenable to the destruction of the sixth-century-BC temple, including its 
Holy of Holies where God’s very presence was deemed foremost to dwell. 
Does not God have a grand history of tearing down and starting from 
scratch, of destroying in order to begin again?” (ACD, 29) 

But why would God dismantle the church? Kanagy writes, “The divine 
dismantling, it would appear, occurs when we construct our ‘worlds’ in 
ways that get in the way of God’s way for this world and all of God’s 
creatures in it. For it is God who plucks up and pulls down, destroys and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

The Bible Story Journey: Kings and Prophets (II) 
 

Saturday-Sunday, April 30 - May 1  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and You Tube.  

Sermon: “The Changing of Empires”  
Scripture: 2 Kings 20-21; Nahum 3; Habakkuk  
 

Saturday-Sunday, May 7-8  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Josiah” 

Scripture: 2 Kings 22-23; Zephaniah 1-2 
 
Saturday-Sunday, May 14-15  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Jeremiah and Ezekiel” 

Scripture: Jeremiah 1-9; Ezekiel 1-5  
 
Saturday-Sunday, May 21-22, Music Sunday 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “The Fall of Jerusalem” 

Scripture: Jeremiah 26-31; Ezekiel 37; Lamentations 1  
 

Saturday-Sunday, May 28-29, Memorial Weekend 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Rebirth in Exile” 

Scripture: Isaiah 40-55  
 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

overthrows, builds and plants. Or do we not believe that to be so 
anymore?” (ACD, 30) 

To put it another way, the church has the task of proclaiming and 
embodying the Kingdom of God, if it stops doing that – and 
especially if it starts getting in the way of that task – then God will 
tear it down and start over with someone else. Kanagy thinks that is 
what is happening now. I don’t know if I agree with him; I’ve just 
started the book. But I’m willing to accept that it’s possible. After all, 
one of the people we will meet in our stories this month is the 
prophet Jeremiah, who said exactly the same thing about the 
temple and the Judaism of that time. Nobody believed him, but he 
was right.  

Maybe that’s why we should listen to these stories now. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
May Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, May 18 for   

Thursday, May 26  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;     
❑ Chancel Flowers ($40/wk)  ❑ May 8 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ May 15 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ May 22 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________  ❑ May 29 (radio and/or flowers) 

In Memory of: _____________      

In Honor of:________________    

In Recognition of: _________________   

THE VOLUNTEERS BEHIND THE WORSHIP SCENES 

We have just finished a season of worship, with Lent and Holy Week, and it is 

worth pausing to be grateful to all who make our worship experiences possible. 

Beyond our paid worship staff (Kathy Amundson-Forsberg, David Fehr, Jennifer 

Lohmann, Jerry Morris, and Edna Sahs), there are all the volunteer singers and 

instrumentalists and ringers who constitute our choirs and ensembles.  

But there are others whom you may not know, because their work is done in the 

shadows. All our technicians in the AV booth volunteer their time. These include 

Park Walter, Per Forsberg, and Greg Wallace, along with two new volunteers, 

Derek Brost and Jesse Schwingle. Given that every Lenten service and special 

Holy Week service was livestreamed, these volunteers are crucial. 

Visuals are also part of our worship experience. Many of you know that Pat 

Peterson brings her artist’s eye to decorating the altar each week, but during 

Holy Week we also had the Stations of the Cross set up. This idea was 

conceived and executed by the Worship Team (Kirsten Francis, Veronica 

Marshall-Potter, Mike McCluskey, Sherrie Southard, Bayley Avery, Brenda 

Moore, and Jennifer Lohmann - with help on the Station project from Pat 

Peterson and Jan Smith).  

Worship is one of our stated Goals and Values as a church. Make sure you say 

a thank you to these who live that value. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

50 Years for Ellen Prellwitz! 
Party on June 5 

In June of 1972, a young lady named Ellen Prellwitz, 
fresh out of school, accepted a position as secretary 
at the Lake Street United Methodist Church -- which, 
just four years earlier had been the “Lake Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” Yes, that’s how long 
ago that was. 

Ellen is still here. In the intervening 50 years, she 
has worked with every pastor and associate pastor 
and musician and janitor and program director that 
this church has employed. According to a full and 
painstaking study of our church archives, that adds 
up to . . . a bunch. And she has stories about most of 
them. 

On Sunday, June 5, stay after church to celebrate 
with Ellen. The church will be providing hot dogs and 
brats, grilled in the parking lot, but we invite you to 
bring side dishes and desserts.  

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Volunteer Coordinator Position 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has 
decided to restructure the position that 
was held by Kenna Szymanski and 
separate some of her former duties into 
two different positions. One of those is a 
“Volunteer Coordinator.”  

We are looking for someone to work with 
the Lake Street ministry teams and with 
the pastor in the essential task of 
recruiting and supporting volunteers for 
the worship, welcoming, spiritual 
formation, and outreach  ministries of the 
church. The position would pay $15/hour 
and would be approximately 10 hours a 
week, much of which would be on Sunday 
morning. For more information, contact 
Pastor Jerry. (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

 Prayer Holds Us Together 

 One of the ways we are able to care for 

each other, whether we are together or  

  not is by praying. If you would like 

to be a part of our regular prayer 

email group, contact Pastor Jerry. 

 

Next Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, May 20th; Noon to 6:00 pm 

Here is our Lake Street sanctuary. 

For an appointment, go online at  

redcrossblood.org 

“Spring” Into Action, Save a Life!   

GIVE BLOOD! 

PANCAKE  

BREAKFAST 

Sunday, May 15 

Hospitality and You 

If you ever say hello on Sundays, open a door for 
someone, sit with people at Coffee Fellowship, or 
introduce yourself to someone you don’t know, 
you are already part of our church’s hospitality 
ministry. Now our Hospitality Team is looking for 
people to take that to a new level. We are looking 
for new members of our Hospitality Team (to plan 
and coordinate our ministry) or people who might 
not attend meetings but could be on list for help 
with hospitality (greeting, ushering, help with pic-
nics, 5th Sunday brunches, etc). Contact Winnie 
Doxsie to find out more or to volunteer. 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you Lake Street family for the prayers, 
cards and memorials upon my Mom’s passing.  
The caring words from all of you means a lot to us.  
While it was unexpected, her passing was peace-
ful and without.  Times like this make us very 
aware we are not alone.  Thank you again! 

— Greg and Brenda Wallace 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
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ARCW Wish List for May:  

TOOTHPASTE 

You are invited to join others 
from Lake Street in supporting 
our local AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food 
Pantry in May by donating a 
tube of toothpaste.  You will 
be helping assist over 40 
families and individuals 
affected by HIV/AIDS.  Please 
place your donation in the 
ARCW box located near the 
entrance to Fellowship Hall.  
Thanks for donating 43+ jars 
of peanut butter during the 
month of March to the ARCW 
Food Pantry.  Your generosity 
touches many families in our 
community. 

 
 

SCRIP 

Earnings 

are going 

to Feed My 

People 

 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings 

are to be designated to help 

those who are food 

insecure. That means we 

will be providing over $3000 

to helping others at most 

difficult times. 

This may be a good time for 

you to start buying Scrip 

cards to help get us to 

$4000 this year. 

Buy Scrip. Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update 

 

Feed My People:  Lake Street members provided assistance at the 
Feed My People Drive-Up Food Pantry April 22nd and we will do so 
again on May 13th.  It is located at the Brewing Projekt from 9:00 am 
to 10:00 am. The second and fourth Friday of the month.  Starting 
June 17th and running through August 19th it will also be at Lake 
Shore Elementary the first and third Friday of the month from 1:00 
pm to 2:00 pm  The Mission team is hoping to help at one of the 
drive-ups at least once a month.  If you can help, please contact Kent 
Gierhart at khghart@yahoo.com or 715-864-2056. 

Flood Buckets:  Thanks to your generous donations the Mission 
team will be able to gather supplies for 20 flood buckets.  We would 
like to put them together on May 22nd.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall 
after worship service if you can help. 

Loose Change Offering for Missions:  The offering in May will go 
to The Community Table.  The Community Table is open every day 
of the year to provide a nutritious meal on a no questions asked 
basis.  Everyone is welcome.  Lake Street helps to support this 
mission with a $125 donation every time we serve which is ten times 
a year.  The next time to help serve is May 27th.  If you can help out 
contact Tom Stanford at tstrider73@gmail.com. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

May 27  (9:00am-2:00pm) 

June 15 (9:00-2:00pm) 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the 

first or second half. 

To volunteer, contact 

Tom Stanford. 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be the week of October 9. 

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 



 

 

Methodism 101 

The second of our “Foundations of Faith,” study 
series begins this month: Methodism 101. Picking 
up where he left off in February, in the Christianity 
101 class, Pastor Jerry will go into greater detail 
on what makes our religious tradition unique.  

As with the Christianity 101 class, this will be 
taught both in person and online. Those who want 
to join the class remotely will need to sign up and 
give Pastor Jerry the email address he should 
send the Zoom link to. You may do this simply by 
emailing him at pastor@lakestreetumc.org or by 
calling the office.  

A Children’s Program? 

For two years now, we have done our best to maintain a connection to our children’s program, even 
while our children stayed at home. Our Children’s Coordinator, Kenna Szymanski, put together the 
“Sunday School in a Box” program, and when that began to feel like one more burden on parents 
alongside all the other home-schooling they did, she moved to an email-based devotional time.  

Now, ready or not, things are opening up again, sort of. We will not re-open children’s classes this 
month, but we should open them again in the Fall. Should. But right now we need 
leaders. Kenna has left her position to become a full-time homeschooling mother 
(see position opening below), and we need volunteers to make any sort of program 
work. No, it should not all be done by the children’s parents. We have all taken vows 
to raise up children in the faith. Talk to Pastor Jerry.  
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children and 
families as well as summer programs. $15/hour 
and approximately 10 hours a week. Since we 
do not have a full children’s program during the 
pandemic, the position may begin with fewer 
hours, but if you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Pastor Jerry as soon 
as possible. 

 (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

 

Israel

Judah

900 BCE 850 800 750 700 650 600 550

597, Exile to

Babylon 

722,  Israel

destroyed
875 King

Ahab

Placing the Prophets

Elijah

870 King

Jehoshaphat

605, Babylon

defeats

Assyria

793 King

Jeroboam II

Elisha

586, Temple

Destroyed 

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Nahum, 

Habakkuk,

Zephaniah 

Huldah

Amos, Hosea

Isaiah, Micah

735 - 687  Kings

Ahaz & Hezekiah

Bible Story Journey Help 

This month Pastor Jerry 

picks up the “Bible Story 

Journey” he has been 

working on - telling the whole 

story of scripture from start to 

finish. This month is a month 

of prophets and kings, and 

the timeline can get 

confusing. 

The timeline to the left might 

help a little, to place the 

prophets in their historical 

context, alongside some of 

the kings and major events 

of the time. 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

UWF NEWS 

 

Spring Brunch 

Mark your calendar for May 18
th
.  All church women are invited to 

join us for brunch on Wednesday morning at 10:30 am May 
18

th
.  United Methodist Women (UWF) will be serving a spring-

themed brunch for $5.00 per person with quiche, fruit, muffins 
and coffee or tea.  This is our regular May meeting in Fellowship 
Hall with a gardening program.  Beth Luck from Tin Roof 
Gardens in Eau Claire will be our featured speaker.  This will be 
a time to enjoy good food and fellowship and learn some 
gardening tips.  Feel free to invite a friend or neighbor to come 
along too.  Reservations needed by May 16

th
.  Please call Marty 

at 715-832-2872.  We hope to see you there! 

 

REMEMBERING "MOM POWER" 

 

In April and in May there will be opportunities to purchase cards 
for those who put their "mom power" into our lives.  The two 
Sundays before Mother's Day, April 24 and May 1, our church's 
talented Stampers will sell cards in Fellowship Hall.  Before and 
after services we can pick up greetings for moms, moms in-laws, 
aunts, sisters and others, however related or not, who gave us 
love, correction and direction.  Find cards to remind those that 
we are thankful and thinking of them for blessing us with their 
powers.  Proceeds will go to United Women of Faith mission 
projects.  Thank you. 

 
SURPRISE, SURPRISE! 

Isn't it wonderful to see the sun shine?  The rays of light can 
reveal surprises of things we haven't seen in months:  rhubarb 
thumbs poking through the dirt, birds picking up sticks to make 
nests, and, oh yeah, spider webs in corners.  Ah, spring. Oh, 
cleaning.   But "to everything there is a season". 

 

What surprise will you find as 
you clean?  Perhaps cabinets 
hold glass bottles from the jam, 
jelly, preserve, or honey bought 
at last fall's Harvest Market?  Do 
you recall the favor?  Well, 
enjoy the memory and then 
bring the food jars back to 
church.  They will be recycled to 
folks who will fill them with new 
goodies.  Look for those great 
tastes again at our Harvest 

Market on October 15.  Thank you. 
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May Birthdays 
 
 

1 Florence Shepherd  

6 Marlene Arntson  

9 Dorothy Elliot-98  

10 Sharon Wineinger-

80  

17 Kirsten Gierhart  

20 Irene Jorgensen  

21 Mary Zempel-85  

22 Kathy Gierhart  

24 Bill Wright-85  

25 Susan Deacon  

25 Karen Reynolds  

30 Arlene Nelson-85  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90th Birthday Celebration 

 

Join us in celebrating Audrey 

Simonson’s 90th birthday on 

June 26th from 10:00 am—

2:00 pm.  We will be gathering 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Coffee, 

breakfast breads and a light 

lunch will be provided for 

those that wish to stop by and 

wish Audrey a happy birthday! 

UMW NEWS 



 

 

8 

Summer is Time for Camps! 

For two years the idea of summer camp has been, shall we say, off 

the radar. As we have been vigilant about Covid-19, the idea of 

seeking out more ways for our children to be with children they don’t 

know has not been a high priority. But, for those who are beginning to 

relax that vigilance, it is worth pointing out that among children and 

youth who continue in church after graduation, the most frequent 

common denominator is experience at a Christian camp.  

The Wisconsin United Methodist Conference has two wonderful 

camps - Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne - which offer a wide variety of 

camps, for all ages. Full brochures are available in the office, 

including information on available scholarships, but here are some of the camps that will be offered this 

coming summer season. 

Families with Young Children 

A weekend camp designed for families with 
young children to experience all that camp has 
to offer! Family activities will include swim-
ming, boating, worship, and campfires. A par-
ent Bible study will be offered while children 
are supervised by trained camp staff. Explore 
the outdoors as a family while staying in cab-
ins with indoor bedrooms and bathrooms. 

June 24-26 (Fri-Sun) | Lake Lucerne   

Leaders: Rev. Eddie and Katie Crise 

Mother/Daughter Weekend 

Enrich the bond between a mother and daughter in a special place. 
Spend a weekend with other moms and daughters as you share in 
worship, amazing crafts, and just enjoying time together! 

July 22-24 (Fri-Sun) | Pine Lake  

Leaders: Angie Dahl & Stacey Sinkula Families 

Grandparent / Grandchild Camp 

A special time away that allows for memories to be made as 
grandparents and grandkids share and grow in faith together. 
Activities will include opportunities for swimming, boating, 
crafts, singing and worship time as a group. Campfires and 
s’mores are a must too! 

June 10-12 (Fri-Sun) | Pine Lake: Leaders: Rev. Kendall & 
Karen Schlittler 

July 8-10 (Thurs-Sun) | Lake Lucerne: Leaders: Lake Lucerne 

Staff 

Create! 

Let’s make some amazing works of art! Using a 
variety of mediums and methods, campers will 
create pieces that are uniquely theirs! The 
week is a little bit messy and a lot of fun as we 
tackle projects individually and as a group to 
make something spectacular! Experience crea-
tivity in God’s creation! 

Grades 2-4 
June 12-15 (Sun-Wed) | Pine Lake 
 
Grades 4-6 
June 12-17 (Sun-Fri) | Pine Lake 

Grades 6-9 

June 12-17 (Sun-Fri) | Pine Lake 

These special camps run alongside or in between the 

weekly regular camps. For a full list, go to the camp 

website: wiumcamps.org/summercamp. 

Notice that there are scholarships available through the 

Camp and Retreat Ministry (also on the website), but if 

cost is a problem for anyone, Lake Street also has funds 

that could be used in this way. Talk to Pastor Jerry. 

https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through April 10th 

 
In memory of: Beatie Peterson; 

 Donor: Judy Sheu; Undesignated 

In memory of: Carol Lane; 

 Donor: Alice S. Scalso; Undesignated 

In memory of: Edward and Elizabeth 

Keepers; 

 Donor: B J Keepers; Designated for: 

Radio Ministry: 

In memory of: Myron Tubbs and Wallace 

Family member; 

 Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Missions Flood Buckets 

Special Gifts 

For Sanctuary flowers:  Craig Koerth 

Radio Ministry: given by Carol O’Mara, 

John and Margaret Melrose, 

Dorothy Elliott and Patricia 

Anderson and anonymous donors. 

Financial Report through March, 2022 

Our financials for March are sort of a mixed bag. We are 
ahead of budget in our “Operating” expenses. Your giving 
remains solid and close to budget, but our expenses are 
lower than expected, so in that category, we’re doing well. 
But our building expenses are calculated in a separate fund, 
so to get the full picture, we have to combine the two. In 
building expenses, we have spent well over budget - partly 
the result of higher heating costs, and partly because of 
some unexpected needs in that area. So we are still 
trudging along with a deficit year-to-date. Not unusual for 
this time of year, but something we are watching. 

In other financial news, though, the 2022 Lake Street 
Foundation Grants have come in, to the tune of $22,899. 
This is an annual grant made by our own Foundation to 
support ministry at LSUMC, particularly one-time purchases 
or projects. Our ministry teams are already looking down 
their wish lists for things that were not included in their 
budget, but which they’ve been dreaming of. So far, our 
acolytes have two medium-sized matching candle lighters 
for worship, and our Fellowship Hall is about to get several 
sturdy chairs with arms for people who need more stability 
when getting up and down. Thank you to our Foundation not 
only for managing our church’s invested funds, but for 
seeking ways for those funds to make a difference now. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the May issue 
(mailed on May 26) need to be  
received no later than May 18. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

 

Rios de Agua Viva in 2022 

 

Several people have asked in the office recently, “Say, whatever 
happened to that Hispanic Ministry we were hosting back before Covid? 
Did it survive?”  

Well, no. And yes. In the months just before the shut-down, Pastor José 
Mayorga had a small congregation of around 12 people meeting every 
Sunday afternoon in our Chapel downstairs. They had just chosen their 
permanent name, Rios de Agua Viva - River of Living Water. But, as you 
might expect, a brand new congregation doesn’t have the kind of stability 
that a church like ours had, and a months-long shut down is harder for 
such a church to survive. José did what he could to provide online 
worship, using resources made available by the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation, but it was slow going. Jobs disappeared, and so did 
many of the congregation.  

But the Wisconsin Conference stuck with him and continued supporting 
him as he worked, and as things lightened up pandemic-wise, that work 
began to bear fruit. Rios de Agua Viva is meeting again, at 4pm on 
Sunday afternoons, with a meal together afterwards. They now have 15-
20 each Sunday, and, besides José and his family, only one of those 
people was a part of the church before the shut-down. José has started 
two churches, in fact.  

So if you’ve been wondering: yes, they’re still here. Or rather, they’re here 
again. 

 

 

 

UM Global Ministries to Recognize WI Conference Giving at Annual 

Conference  

Times have been hard for denominational bodies over the past few years, 

but the Wisconsin Conference managed not only to maintain but to 

increase its giving to mission projects (in United Methodist jargon: 

“Advance Specials”) over the past year. At Annual Conference next month 

(June 10-12), our conference will be recognized by Global Ministries for its 

continued commitment to Missio Dei—God’s mission—through its support 

of 16 missionaries and $880,103.66 given through the Advance.  

Also at Annual Conference this year a young pastor named Christopher 

Van Beek will be commissioned as a Provisional Elder of the United 

Methodist Church. That service will begin at 4 pm on Sunday, June 12, 

at the KI Convention Center in Green Bay. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on Facebook 

and YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "The Changing of Empires";  

Texts: 2nd Kings 20-21; Nahum; Habakkuk;  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship 

Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

10:30 AM Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside 

Room)  

2 
6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dockside)  

3 
6:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

7:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

4 
9:30 AM UWF Exec Comm 

(Room 202)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5 
7:30 AM MAP (Men 

At Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

6 
5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

7 
6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

8 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Josiah";  

Texts: 2nd Kings 22-23; Zephaniah 1-2;  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship 

Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

10:30 AM Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

9 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (ARDC Brain and 

Body Fitness Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Conference Room)  

3:00 PM Staff Parish 

(Fellowship Hall/on line)  

5:30 PM Ministry Night: 

Missions, Worship, 

Hospitality, Spiritual 

Formation (Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dockside)  

10 
6:00 PM 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

6:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

7:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

11 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

12 
7:30 AM MAP (Men 

At Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

13 
9:00 AM Drive-

Up Food 

Pantry (located 

at Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

14 
6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

15 
Mission Emphasis: The Community 

Table  

8:30 AM Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Jeremiah and Ezekiel";  

Texts: Jeremiah 1-9; Ezekiel 1-5;  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship 

Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

16 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (ARDC Brain and 

Body Fitness Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Lounge)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dockside)  

17 
5:30 PM Trustees 

(Room 202/on line)  

6:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

7:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

18 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

9:30 AM AT-IT Team 

(Conference Room)  

10:00 AM Room 202 In Use 

(ARDC Brain and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:30 AM UWF Spring Brunch 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:00 PM Inter-Faith Prayer 

Gathering (Trinity Lutheran)  

19 
7:30 AM MAP (Men 

At Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

3:00 PM Blood Drive 

Set Up (Fellowship 

Hall)  

20 
12:00 PM 

Blood Drive 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  

2:00 PM 

Celebration of 

Life for John 

Anderson 

(Hulke Family 

Funeral Home)  

 

 

21 
11:00 AM 

Scout Pack 

128 Picnic (at 

park)  

2:00 PM 

Wedding (Kelly 

Bolton and 

Brittany) 

[alternate 

location]  

 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16th cont’d 

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

10:30 AM Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside 

Room)  

18th cont’d 

6:15 PM  Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall) 

6:15 PM Pack 128 Committee 

Meeting (Room 202)  

6:30 PM IM Church Core 

Team (Room 202/canopy)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

20th cont’d 

5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

21st cont’d 

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

22 
MUSIC SUNDAY  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "The Fall of Jerusalem";  

Texts: Jeremiah 26-31; Ezekiel 37; 

Lamantations1;  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship 

Hall)  

10:00 AM Flood Bucket Assembly 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

10:30 AM Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside 

Room)  

23 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (ARDC Brain and 

Body Fitness Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Conference Room)  

6:00 PM Church Council 

(Fellowship Hall/online)  

24 
6:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

7:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

25 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

1:30 PM Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

26 
7:30 AM MAP (Men 

At Prayer) [Fireside 

Library]  

8:00 AM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30 AM Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  

27 
9:00 AM 

Community 

Table  

9:00 AM Drive-

Up Food 

Pantry (located 

at Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

28 
10:00 AM 

Room 202 In 

Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support 

Group)  

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

29 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Rebirth in Exile"; 

 Text: Isaiah 40-55  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship 

Hall)  

10:15 AM Adult Book Group (Conference 

Room)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

30 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (ARDC Brain and 

Body Fitness Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Lounge)  

31 
6:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  
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