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Ten years ago this month, my friend and colleague Karen Ebert died of cancer, a few 
days after her 50th birthday. I have prayed her prayers and even preached one of her 
sermons since coming here, and this month I share an entry from her journal. 

 
Ending on a High Note 

Pastor Karen Ebert, November 2007 
 
On All Saints Day, my gut was telling me something was seriously wrong. We 
observe a Memorial Day for our own particular saints on that day, reading the 
names of and lighting candles for our members and their loved ones who have 
died in the past year. As I read the names, I got hoarser and hoarser. Even if I 
had no medical evidence of trouble yet, I was planning to see a doctor the next 
day, and visions of next year dogged me, when my name might be on that list, 
alongside visions of next week, when I may have to tell terrible news. 

The week that followed was impossibly long as those visions were increasingly 
proven correct. Large growths. Need surgery.  Another test, another specialist, 
another wait. By the end of the week, the doctors and I were pretty sure we were 
talking about ovarian cancer.  

The upcoming Sunday, our choir was to perform a cantata which would make up 
the bulk of the worship service. I sing first soprano, and we had been rehearsing 
for months. I had challenged myself to “new heights” above the staff on this 
cantata, and was looking forward to showing off. We’re not a big choir, and not 
many of us women can hit those notes. But now … how could I possibly sing? I 
had cried myself raw. I had hidden out all week at home. Outside of my 
immediate family I had told only Jerry and Rebecca. I could not imagine standing 
before the whole congregation and pretending nothing was wrong. At the same 
time, I could not imagine standing before the whole congregation and explaining 
what was wrong. I decided I would just stay home, even if it gave our music 
director fits.  

Then at 2:00 a.m. Saturday morning, when I woke up for my nightly appointment 
with angst, I decided to sing. I decided I had to sing. There was no discernable 
logic in this – it just came to me whole. I needed to sing. Enough was going to 
be taken away from me by this illness. I love to sing, and I was not going to start 
out by letting it steal this from me. Then I lay awake and made plans for how to 
carry out this directive without crying. In a few hours, at the final choir rehearsal, 
I would make an announcement, a prayer request, and some rules. The 
announcement: it appears I have ovarian cancer. The prayer request: pretty 
obvious. The rules: no weepy looks, no little squeezes, or I’d cry and they would 
have no high B’s. 

That’s exactly how it went. Enough people abided by my rules that I made it 
through the Saturday rehearsal. Sunday morning came, and I was a little manic, 
but the choir members kept me steady. They laughed, shielded me from 
unsuspecting congregation members and every cheery “how are you,” and 
generally continued to abide by the rules, until it was time to sing.  

And I sang. I sang well. I sang loud and strong and with lots of adrenaline that let 
the notes come out powerfully (and perhaps a little bit sharp). I hit every high 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sermon Series: Spiritual Disciplines for the 21st Century 
 

Saturday-Sunday, March 4-5* 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion*: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “The Discipline of Rest” 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 5:12-15   
 
Saturday-Sunday, March 11-12 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “The Discipline of Going Outside” 
Scripture: Psalm 29  
 
Saturday-Sunday, March 18-19 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “The Discipline of Focus” 
Scripture: Philippians 4:4-9 
 
Saturday-Sunday, March 25-26 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “The Discipline of Shutting Up and Listening” 
Scripture: James 1:19-21 
 

Lenten Worship, Wednesdays at 6:30pm 
 

March 1 Finding God in Silence, led by the 
Eau Claire Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

March 8 Finding God Apart from the 
Schedule 

March 15 Finding God in Nature 
March 22 Finding God Beyond the Babble 
March 29 Hearing God in Others 
 

*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

note, pure and clear. There were moments when the words were too 
close to my truth, and at those times I let my throat keep on singing while 
my mind packed a suitcase for the hospital or rehearsed the 
announcement I had decided to make at the end of the service. And then, 
there was the last note, a sustained “Amen” on a high A. And it was over. 
Time to tell the congregation. 

My announcement was brief, and hoarse, and rehearsed to death. At the 
first service, Jerry held my hand as I spoke. At the second service, 
Rebecca did. Then these closest of friends provided me a security detail 
to hustle me out of the sanctuary, so I wouldn’t have to shake hands with 
all those people who didn’t know my rules, and would make the greeting 
line into a visitation at my own funeral.  

It probably says something about me and about my faith that I had to 
sing. At the heart of my faith there is singing. During the service, when 
Jerry was breaking the rules by praying for my situation without my name 
during the pastoral prayer, I distracted myself by looking in the hymnal, 
looking up this Isaac Watts hymn: 

 I’ll praise my maker while I’ve breath, 
 and when my voice is lost in death 
 praise shall employ my nobler powers. 
 My days of praise shall ne’er be past 
 while life and breath and being last 
 or immortality endures. 

If the last worship leadership I can provide as the “before” section of my 
life closes out is to sing praise to God, then I’m glad I went out on a high 
note. An A, to be specific.  

(Continued from page 1)  
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
April Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, March 22 for   

Thursday, March 30 
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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RADIO SERVICE SUPPORT 

   $165/week     

 ❏ March 5     ❏ March 19  

 ❏ March 12    ❏ March 26   

       

Given by: __________________   In Memory of: ____________________  

In Honor of:________________ In Recognition of: _________________  

Worship for Lent 

On the last Wednesday of February we observed Ash Wednesday, and on 
Wednesdays in March, we will be holding special Lenten services in the 
sanctuary from 6:30 - 7:00pm. 

For our Lenten services this year we are going unplugged. We have 
embraced online worship here at Lake Street and spent a great deal of 
time and money equipping our church with the technology necessary to do 
it well. We have no intention of backing off from this commitment. At the 
same time, though, worship that is aimed at both an in-person and a 
remote congregation has a different feeling than one that is more focused. 
So these services will be in-person only, without streaming, without 
screens: intimate gatherings for prayer and meditation.   

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Welcome Beyond Greeting 

Part of our ministry of welcome is greeting people when they come to visit our church, and making 

sure that they feel welcome. But that is increasingly the smallest part. As we learned on January 29, 

in our worship service on hospitality, it is an intimidating thing to go visit a building full of strangers. 

As a general rule, only people who are already determined to find a church willingly put themselves 

through that ordeal. Furthermore, the chances are that they have already taken a look at our website 

or Facebook home page. That’s where the initial impression is most likely to be made. 

That means that an important part of welcome is the Lake Street United Methodist Church website 

(lakestreetumc.org), and our Communications Team is currently working on updating it and 

redesigning it to make it as welcoming and helpful as possible. Among other things, we want to 

emphasize our activity and our people, rather than our building. And we need your help. 

Most of us carry cameras in our pockets now. It should not be that hard to put this together. Send 

your pictures electronically to Pastor Jerry (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) or Ellen Prellwitz 

(adminsec@lakestreetumc.org). 

We Need Your Church Photos! 

Some people are good at remembering to take photos, and some pastors are horrible at it. For 

the next few months, we want your pictures of church activities. Here are the specs: 

• New pictures (or at least relatively recent). Yes, you have permission to take pictures 

during worship.  

• For safety and confidentiality reasons, pictures of minors should not show their faces. 

• Pictures of people in action are more interesting than pics of people sitting in circles. 

• We’re especially looking for shots that will demonstrate our Values and Goals: Worship, 

Inclusive Welcome, Compassionate Outreach, and Spiritual Formation. 

And Another Appeal for Pictures 

And while we’re on the subject, your Worship Team would also like to solicit some pictures from 

you. On a Sunday in Spring, we are going to have a service of praise and thanksgiving for God’s 

creation, and we would like to spend much of that service sharing the parts of God’s creation 

that have inspired others. That means we want to show your pictures of the awe-inspiring parts 

of God’s world. Big or small. Local or national or international. Recent or old.  

Send these pictures to Pastor Jerry (pastor@lakestreetumc.org), preferably in March. 
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ARCW Wish List for  

March: Jell-O or Pudding 

 

Please join other Lake Street 
members in contributing Jell-0 or 
pudding to the AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food 
Pantry. Your donation will assist 
over 40 area families in our 
community affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Place your donated item in the 
ARCW Box outside Fellowship 
Hall.   

Special thanks to those folks who 
donated 55+ Meal-in-a-Can 
items during the month of 
January along with other donated 
items including macaroni, candy, 
cereal, nuts, etc.  ARCW was 
delighted to receive items you 
provided.  Thank you from the 
Food Pantry for your continuing 
support! 

 

 

BUY SCRIP THIS YEAR 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings 

went to help those who are 

food insecure. That means we 

have providing over $3000 to 

helping others at most difficult 

times. 

As the New Year begins, think 

about making Scrip a part of 

your regular shopping. A 

percentage of your regular 

grocery or gas expense can be 

use to support the church and 

its ministries. 

Buy Scrip. 

Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Outreach Update 

 

Blessing Box:  Items that are currently needed to stock the blessing 

box are cotton wash clothes, small jars of Vaseline, deodorant and 

small first aid kits.  All items can be purchased at the dollar store. 

 

Loose change 

offering in February 

and March:   

 

As in years past, the 

Mission team would 

like to raise money to 

put together Flood 

Buckets to be 

distributed by the 

Midwest Mission.  The 

Mission team would like to raise funds for at least 20 buckets.  Each 

bucket costs approximately $60 to complete.  To find out more on 

Midwest MIssion go to:  

https://www.midwestmission.org/our-story 

The buckets will be delivered to the collection at Annual Conference in 

June. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

March 15 (9:00-2:00pm) 

May 11 (9:00-2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford at: 

tstrider73@gmail.com 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be May 7-13  

 

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children 
and families as well as summer programs. 
$15/hour and approximately 10 hours a week. 
Since we do not have a full children’s program 
during the pandemic, the position may begin 
with fewer hours, but if you are interested or 
want more information, please contact Pastor 
Jerry as soon as possible. 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 

In our Children’s Classes, we are alternating 

between the stories of Genesis and the Story 

of Jesus. This month, as we move toward 

Easter, we will pick up where we left off in the 

stories of Jesus. Our lessons in March will be: 

March  5 Jesus Meets Peter 

March 12 Jesus Meets Matthew 

March 19 Jesus Helps a Boy to Walk 

March 26 Jesus and 

a Roman 

Centurion 

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE:  
FURTHER READING 

 
This month, through Pastor Jerry’s sermons, 
we are thinking about “spiritual disciplines.” If 
his brief summaries pique any interest at all, 
here is some further, more complete reading: 
 
• Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline. 
• Richard Foster, Freedom of Simplicity. 
• Adele Calhoun, Spiritual Disciplines 

Handbook: Practices that Transform Us 
• St. Ignatius of Loyola, Spiritual Exercises 
 
Foster writes from the Quaker tradition, and his 
books have become classics over the past 30 
years. Calhoun is noted especially for her 
clarity and accessibility.  
 
And, of course, there’s Ignatius, the 
grandfather of the whole genre. A former 
military man, he set up his spiritual exercises 
with the heart of a boot camp drill sergeant. 
Very much worth reading, but maybe not the Christianity 101 Begins March 5 

Our confirmation program has specific material 

to cover each year. The Scripture 101 class that 

we held last Fall was a part of that, and this 

month they will be beginning the next portion of 

that curriculum: Christianity 101. And, as we 

have done in the past, we are opening this class 

to other youth and adults who might be 

interested in joining them. 

Yes, this is the same class that we did last year 

in February and March, which many of you took 

part in. But if you missed it last time and would 

be interested in a seven-week survey of 

Christian history and thought, feel free to join 

us. We will be meeting in Room 202 at 

10:15am, beginning March 5.  

If anyone is interested in joining the class 

remotely, by Zoom, let Pastor Jerry Know as 

soon as possible.  

 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

MARCH MEETING:   

Members from the northwest 
district of the Wisconsin United 
Women in Faith will  be gathering 
at New Richmond United 
Methodist Church on Saturday, 
March 25 from 9-1 for a Spring 
Day of Enrichment.  The program 

theme is “Supporting Children and Youth in Our 
Communities”.  More information and registration forms are 
on the UWF bulletin board by the church office.  
Registration deadline is March 15.  If you are interested in 
sharing a ride, contact Rita Houser, 715-834-0434 or 
rhouser1010@gmail.com.   

And remember to put on your calendar: 

Saturday, April 15, Social Action Day (UWF State Meeting) 

And looking still farther ahead: 

Mission u 2023: Living The Good News, Reflecting 
God's Love 

 

Join us at Mission u as we explore the good news and what 
it means for our lives! 

  
Jesus’ teachings in the Gospels proclaim the good news of 
the kin-dom or reign (basileia) of God. In fact, Jesus 
mentions the kin-dom 90 times in the Synoptic Gospels! 
What does the Bible tell us about God’s basileia and why do 
we call it the kin-dom? For Jesus, the kin-dom was not 
simply something to talk about but something we could live 
and experience.  

 
Live by Zoom: June 20, 22, 27 & 29, 2023 
In-Person: July 13-15, 2023, Mauston UMC, 420 Suszycki  
Dr, Mauston, WI 53948 
 
Address questions to Mission u Dean: Mary Lainberger—
mlainberger@charter.net 
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March Birthdays 
 

3
rd

 – Mary Sherman (93 years) 

11
th
 – Rebecca Morris 

12
th
 – Paula Utphall (91 years) 

17
th
 – Jackie Kruse 

21
st
 – Winnie Joos  (97 years) 

22
nd

 – Susan Willkom 

24
th
 – Winnie Doxsie 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Prayer Holds Us 

Together 

 

One of the ways we are 

able to care for each oth-

er, whether we are to-

gether or not is by pray-

ing. If you would like to 

be a part of our regular 

prayer email group, con-

tact Pastor Jerry. 

STAMPERS 
 
The Lake Street Stampers will meet in Room 202, the fourth Thursday 

of the month at 1:00 pm. 
 
What to join us on March 23rd?  We need a few ex-
tra people to help us put together the 30 plus cards 
we send out every month.  You’ll be putting a smile 
on someone’s face and you’ll have fun. 

mailto:rhouser1010@gmail.com
mailto:Lainberger—mlainberger@charter.net
mailto:Lainberger—mlainberger@charter.net
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RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

Norma Olson – Beverly Maser Scholarship  

The application process is now open for the Olson-Maser Scholarship, for students who are 

studying to enter one of the following helping professions: education, nursing, congregational 

leadership, or social work. This scholarship is intended both to honor two of the great women of our 

church and their efforts in these different fields, but also to extend their influence to a new 

generation of leaders. 

Application forms are available on the church website either for download and printing or, shortly, 

as an online application. This year, the award will be $460, to be awarded in the Fall. The 

application must be submitted to the church office, along with one reference letter, by April 15, 

2023.  

Applicants do not need to be members of the church, but we are not publicizing this scholarship 

outside the church media, so if you know someone who might qualify, you must let them know 

yourself.  

Healthy Brain & Body, Healthy Soul 
 

The Alzheimer’s Association is offering a free seminar on April 20 for families and caregivers 
who have or work with Alzheimer’s Disease. Two sessions will be offered. 

 

Healthy Living for Your Brain & Body 1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Jim Adams, Alzheimer's Association Community Educator and author of Other Me’s: My 
Caregiver Experience with Lewy Body, will share about how healthy living can improve healthy 
aging. Topics will include diet and nutrition, exercise, cognitive activity and social engagement. 

 

Old Minds, Young Souls: Why and How to Offer Spiritual Care During Dementia 1:30-3:00 
p.m. 

Chaplain Elisa Bosley, graduate of Stanford University and an influential writer and editor, will 
share her guidance to help meet the spiritual needs of elders, especially those with 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias. Topics will include, the difference between spiritual and 
religious care, the benefits of spiritual care for a person living with dementia, how to support a 
loved one’s (and your own) faith during the dementia journey and practical tools to lead 
spiritual activities. 

 

FREE Registration: bit.ly/ALZHBBHS or 
800.272.3900 
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 Financial Report, January 2023 

In church finances, January is traditionally a rebound month. After the 
generosity of December giving, we tend to come in a little low. In fact we 
build those expectations into our budget. So, as you see below, we had 
expected to end this month with a deficit of around $8,000 (right hand 
column). In fact, we did a little better than that, ending about $5,000 in the 
red (“Adjusted net” below the main column). Giving was almost exactly as 
projected, but expenses were slightly less.  

By the way, the reason for that “Adjusted net” column is because one item 
in our Building Fund is an invested fund, the “Parsonage Fund.” It is 
included there because it is designated exclusively for a budget line item, 
the pastor’s housing allowance, but because it is an investment and subject 
to the ups and downs of the market, it might give a misleading picture of our 
monthly finances. For instance, all last year, as the fund lost money, it made 
our official bottom line (“Net per books”) look much worse than it was. For 
this reason, we separate that money out in the Adjusted net column to show 
more clearly how giving balanced against expenses. This month, that fund 
actually gained $7,457, so to show our cash balance, we had to subtract 
that amount. 

One more thing. At the bottom of the spreadsheet you see that in this month 
where we were $5,000 in the red, our cash reserves went up by $16,000. 
How does that work? This is because many of you gave a pre-paid pledge 
in January. That is, you gave your entire pledge at the beginning of the 
year. As noted last month, what we do with those pledges is put them in a 
separate fund and then transfer them to the operating fund in equal 
amounts each month. Since they are given for the entire year, they should 

be recorded that way, or January would look really screwy. At the end of January, that pre-paid pledge fund stood 
at over $47,000, which means that for the remaining eleven months we will transfer over $4,000 a month to the 
operating fund. It is hard to express how much additional confidence that stable regular transfer gives us in our 
ministry planning. As always, thank you. 

Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through February 13 

 
MEMORIALS 

In memory of Patty Bates; 
Donor: Marlene Arntson, for 
Radio Broadcast 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS 

Donor: Anonymous, for Radio 
Ministry 

 

Donor: Carol Lamarinde in 
memory of  Norma Olson 
and Bev Maser, for Olson/
Maser Scholarship 

 

Donor: Dorothy Elliot, for Radio 
Ministry 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the April issue 
(mailed on March 30) need to be 
received no later than March 22. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
kath_abby@yahoo.com 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

REJOICE AND SING 

 

CVA Sing, a community choir, will 
present concerts on Sunday, 
March 5 at 2 PM and 7 PM.   

The Chippewa Valley area group 
will sing a variety of positive secular 
and sacred music at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 1314 E. Lexington 

Blvd., Eau Claire.  All concert 
proceeds will go to benefit our 
local Feed My People Food 
Bank.   

Tickets are $10 and are 
available at the door and from a 
number of participants from 
Lake Street including Karl Koth, 
Rebecca Morris, Carol 
Gudnason, Nancy O'Neill, Jan 
Smith, Mary Rose Howard, 
Jennie Stratton, and Pat 
Peterson.  Come enjoy this 
upbeat concert. It'll put spring in 
your step! 

UMCOR Continues Earthquake Response 

ATLANTA — The United Methodist Committee on Relief continues to 
work with its humanitarian partners to aid earthquake survivors in 
Turkey and Syria. UMCOR has released initial solidarity grants to 

International Blue Crescent and 
Forum for Development Culture 
and Dialogue to help provide 
shelter, food and first aid kits to 
those who have been displaced. 
Winter weather and a cholera 
outbreak are complicating the 
response.  
 
To give to this effort through the 
church, simply write “Turkey” on 

your check or offering envelope.  
 
To give directly to UMCOR, go to:  
 
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YT37/home 

Cuyler Black, “Inherit the Mirth” 



Lake Street United Methodist Church 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 

Eau Claire, WI  54703 
Tel. 715-832-6603 

www.lakestreetumc.org 

 

Lent 2023 
 
 
 

Dear Lake Street Members and Friends: 
 
The season of Lent is not one that I grew up with. On the liturgical spectrum that stretches 
from Roman Catholic at one end to Mennonite or Quaker at the other, my childhood Baptist 
upbringing was a lot closer to the Quakers. We didn’t do anything that felt to us to be “too 
Catholic,” and that included Lent, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and even Christmas Eve 
services. 
 
This is probably why I love the special services so much now. The need that they meet – the 
intentional gathering for a special time of worship, over and above the routine – was an itch 
that I didn’t even know needed scratching until I became a Methodist. In the same way, I’m 
rather fond of Lent, a whole season set aside to be intentional in my Christian growth and 
discipleship. 
 
This is where my sermon planning led me this Lent. I’ve been thinking not only about ways to 
grow in my Christian faith, but also about some of the things that have been preventing me 
from that growth. And, let’s face it, our culture is pretty good at keeping us from spiritual 
growth, or even thinking about spiritual growth. We are scheduled to the hilt and surrounded 
by noise and distraction. In fact, most of us carry our own source of distraction around with 
us, a smart phone that is programmed to ding us with notifications all day long. So this Lent, 
in my Sunday messages, I’ll be talking about ways to clear space in our lives in which spiritual 
growth might have a chance to take root. 
 
Meanwhile, on Wednesday evenings, from 6:30 to 7:00 pm, we will hold Lenten services 
during which we will explore the practice behind the theory, learning from each other. Those 
services will not be streamed online, but I hope you’ll be able to join us for the conversation 
in person. 
 
One spiritual discipline that I won’t be talking about this month is the discipline of generosity, 
but it is definitely a discipline. It takes practice to get good at it. As always, along with this 
Lenten letter, we are enclosing a Lenten offering envelope for those who would like to give 
an extra gift to the ministry of the church this month. 

          Pastor Jerry Morris 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:30am UWF Exec Comm (Room 202)  

10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body Fitness Class)  

5:30pm Ellesi Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

5:45pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:30pm Lenten Worship  

Message:  “Finding God in Silence” 

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

2 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am  Quilters 

(Room 101A) 

3 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

6:00p  Pack 

128 Banquet 

Set Up 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4 
8:00am Pack 

128 Blue and 

Gold Banquet 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

5 
Mission Emphasis: Flood Buckets  

9:00am Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on Facebook 

and YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "The Discipline of Rest"; 

Text: Deuteronomy 5:12-15;  

10:00am Christianity 101/Confirmation 

(Room 202)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Sanctuary)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

6 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

7 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV Boys 

Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

8 
9:30am AT-IT Team (Conference 

Room)  

10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body Fitness Class)  

5:30pm Ellesi Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

5:45pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:15pm Pack 128 Comm Meeting 

(Room 202)  

6:30pm Lenten Worship  

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

9 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am  Quilters 

(Room 101A) 

10 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food 

Pantry (located 

at Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

11 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

 

Daylight 

Savings Time 

Begins at 2:00 

am March 12 

12 
Mission Emphasis: Flood Buckets  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "The Discipline of Going Outside";  

Text: Psalm 29;  

10:00am Christianity 101/Confirmation 

(Room 202)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

13 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

3:00pm Staff Parish 

(Conference 

Room/on line)  

6:00pm Ministry 

Night: Missions, 

14 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV Boys 

Choir)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

15 
9:00am The Community Table  

10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body Fitness Class)  

5:30pm Ellesi Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

5:45pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:30pm Lenten Worship  

Message:  “Finding God In Nature” 

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

16 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am  Quilters 

(Room 101A) 

17 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

18 
10:00am Room 

202 In Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support Group)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10:15am Children's Education (Sanctuary)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

Worship, Hospitality 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

19 
Mission Emphasis: Flood Buckets  

8:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall0  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "The Discipline of Focus";  

Text: Philippians 4:4-9;  

10:00am Christianity 101/Confirmation 

(Room 202)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Sanctuary)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

20 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

21 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

9:30am Missional 

Church Consultation 

Initiative [MCCI] with 

Scott Carlson (Room 

202)  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV Boys 

Choir)  

5:30pm Trustees 

(Room 202/on line)  

6:30pm Finance 

Committee (Fireside 

Library/on line)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

22 
10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body Fitness Class)  

5:30pm Ellesi Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

5:45pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:30pm Lenten Worship  

Message:  “Finding God Beyond the 

Babble” 

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

23 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am  Quilters 

(Room 101A) 

8:00am 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

1:00pm Stampers 

(Room 202)  

24 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food 

Pantry (located 

at Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

25 
9:00am 

Northwest 

UWF District 

Spring Day of 

Enrichment 

(New 

Richmond 

UMC)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

In Use (NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

26 
Mission Emphasis: Flood Buckets  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "The Discipline of Shutting Up and 

Listening"; Text: James 1:19-21;  

10:00am Christianity 101/Confirmation 

(Room 202)  

10:15am Children's Education (Sanctuary)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

27 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

28 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (CV Boys 

Choir)  

7:00pm Sanctuary In 

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

29 
10:00am Fellowship Hall In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body Fitness Class)  

1:30pm Room 202/Fireside Library In 

Use (Early Memory Loss Support 

Group)  

5:30pm Ellesi Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

5:45pm Bells Rehearsal (Lounge)  

6:30pm Lenten Worship  

Message:  “Finding God in Others” 

6:30pm NA (Fireside Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

30 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  

31 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  
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