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9:00 AM 
WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON,  
BY RADIO (WMEQ 

92.1), AND ON 
FACEBOOK AND  

YOUTUBE 

 

 
STAY CONNECTED 
THROUGH OUR 
WEEKLY LAKE 
STREET  
CONNECTIONS 
NEWSLETTER SENT 
OUT VIA EMAIL AND         
FACEBOOK EVERY 
THURSDAY   
AFTERNOON.   
 
VISIT 
LAKESTREETUMC. 
ORG TO SIGN UP 
OR SEND AN EMAIL 
TO  
COMMUNICATIONS 
@LAKESTREETUMC
.ORG 
 
 
LAKE STREET UMC IS 
ONE OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST  
CHURCHES OF   
CHIPPEWA VALLEY:   
ALTOONA, ANSON,  
AUGUSTA, BLOOMER, 
CADOTT, CHAPEL 
HEIGHTS, HALLIE,  
HOLCOMBE, HOPE, 
JIM FALLS, LAKE 
STREET, NEW  
AUBURN, PLEASANT 
VALLEY, STANLEY, 
THORP, TRINITY, & 
ZION. 
 
 

 

Growing Up 
Pastor Jerry 

 
In our “Christianity 101” class on Sundays we recently talked about the doctrine 
of Original Sin, as presented by the 5th century theologian Augustine of Hippo. 
This is a hugely influential doctrine that explains the Garden of Eden story in 
Genesis 2-3 as a tragic fall by Adam and Eve, from which we are still suffering. 
In Augustine’s view, everything was perfect until Eve sinned (and Adam, but 
mostly Eve), and then everything was ruined forever, for all of us, which is why 
Jesus had to die for our sins. 

That’s been the primary way that we western Christians have understood the 
Fall story  ever since (Thanks, Augustine!), but it isn’t the only option. In the 
Eastern Orthodox tradition, some have suggested a different way to read 
Genesis 2-3. In this view, everything was not “perfect” in the garden. God 
created humanity incomplete from the beginning, because what God wanted 
was for us to grow and mature and discover. In this reading, the sin of Adam and 
Eve was not that they ruined everything forever, but rather that they moved too 
fast by eating from the Tree of Knowledge before they were ready. God had 
always meant for them to grow into greater knowledge, but they jumped the gun, 
with predictably dire results. 

To put it another way, by this Eastern reading of “original sin,” what Adam and 
Eve did was what the Prodigal Son did in Jesus’ parable. They demanded their 
inheritance, which had always been intended for them, before they were mature 
enough to handle it. As one would expect, they made a muddle of it and so have 
we, but God still loves us and will reclaim us as soon as we “come to our 
senses” and return. 

I love this Eastern reading, mostly because it fits the character of God 
throughout scripture. In the Bible, nothing makes God happier than to see 
people grow up, grasp new concepts, develop in new ways, break down old 
barriers, and enlarge their hearts. The entire Bible can (and should) be read as 
the story of God gently pushing his people to new stages of faith. This shouldn’t 
be a surprise to us, either. After all, what makes a parent’s heart gladder than 
seeing their children grow up? Why does that fill our hearts with such joy? Could 
it be, perhaps, because we were made in the image and likeness of God and so 
we rejoice in the same things that give God joy? 

All of this is a roundabout way of saying something that I believe to the very core 
of my being: God’s purpose for us – all of us – is that we keep growing in faith. 
In fact, I’ll go further: I don’t think God cares where we are now in our faith, but 
only whether we are still growing. The question we should ask ourselves each 
day is not, “Have I achieved this or that benchmark in my faith?” but rather “Is 
my heart still enlarging?” 

During the season of Lent, a traditional time of self-examination and dedication 
to growth, my sermons will be moving to a practical area of faith, focusing on 
specific ways we can grow in faith. I will be looking at some concrete faith 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sermon Series: Nuts and Bolts 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 2 - 6:30pm  
A service of reflection and repentance 

 
Saturday-Sunday, March 5-6  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “Assembling Together”  
Scripture: Hebrews 2:23-25 
 

Saturday-Sunday, March 12-13  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Doing Good” 
Scripture: Matthew 6:1-4 

 
Saturday-Sunday, March 19-20 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Praying” 
Scripture: Matthew 6:5-13 
 

Saturday-Sunday, March 26-27 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Reading Scripture” 
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:1-2, 14-18  
 

Lenten Worship 
Wednesday Evenings at 6:30, March 9 - April 6, in the Sanctuary 

“Practices of the Christian Life” 
Featuring messages from Chippewa Valley 

United Methodist Ministers 
 

 

*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s 
table, because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

practices and suggesting ways that we can move beyond the entry level 
of that faith practice to a greater and deeper way to understand it. Then, 
in our Wednesday evening Lenten services (6:30pm in the sanctuary, 
beginning March 9), several of the pastors of our sister United Methodist 
churches in the Chippewa Valley will speak (by video) about spiritual 
practices that have helped them to grow in faith. 

I truly believe that what God loves more than anything else is to see his 
children develop new skills and understandings and spread their wings. 
This Lenten season, let’s fly . . . all right, that may be pushing it. Let’s flap 
a bit. God will love that, too. 

(Continued from page 1)  
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
February Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, March 23 for   

Thursday, March 31  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;    ❑ March 6 (radio and/or flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($40/wk)  ❑ March 13 (radio) 
      ❑ March 20 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ March 27 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________ 

In Memory of: _____________      

In Honor of:________________    

In Recognition of: _________________   

An Inclusive Welcome for the Cold-Blooded 

You know the ones I mean, the ones whose fingers are always icy when 
you shake hands with them on Sunday morning, who always take their 
coats with them to the pews instead of hanging them up, and sometimes 
never even take those coats off. They can be identified by their gloves 
and scarves and by the fact that the spouse they are sitting beside is in 
shirtsleeves and is using a bulletin for a fan. 

One of our stated goals and values as a church is “Inclusive Welcome,” 
but it is a constant challenge to make our sanctuary welcoming to both 
the cold– and the warm-blooded. There is no perfect thermostat setting. 
But our worship team has a proposal: what if 
every third or fourth pew had a folded afghan 
on it, and worshipers who could use some 
extra warmth during the service were 
encouraged to make use of them? It would be 
sort of homey, too. 

Where would these afghans come from? Well, 
we aren’t sure, but it does occur to us that 
there might be some church members who 
have an afghan or two wrapped in plastic bags 
in the top of a hall or guest room closet and 
who might be willing to see those works of 
beauty actually used. If that describes you, we 
would love for you to bring them to church, 
either as a gift or a loan.  

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

The Continuing Saga of the 
Vertical Platform Lift 

Pastor Jerry 

One of the least interesting narrative genres is the 
“Home Improvement Project Horror Story.” I’ll try to 
avoid all the minute and mind-numbing detail that 
usually accompanies such tales, but a lot of you 
have been wondering what’s going on with that 
thing. 

When we went into lockdown the Accessibility Team 
had already been comparing prices for installing a 
lift. So, realizing that we had a golden opportunity to 
do construction in the sanctuary without 
inconveniencing anyone, we chose lowest, most 
affordable, bid and brought in a contractor from the 
Twin Cities.  

We hit some snags. Enough said. 

Anyway, the lift has finally been inspected—and has 
failed to meet code. But plans for bringing it up to 
code (including, yes, the required emergency 
telephone) have already been submitted to the state. 
No, we don’t have a time-line yet, because once 
again we are waiting for state approval, but we at 
last can see the light at the end of the tunnel.  

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Volunteer Coordinator Position 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has 
decided to restructure the position that 
was held by Kenna Szymanski and 
separate some of her former duties into 
two different positions. One of those is a 
“Volunteer Coordinator.”  

We are looking for someone to work with 
the Lake Street ministry teams and with 
the pastor in the essential task of 
recruiting and supporting volunteers for 
the worship, welcoming, spiritual 
formation, and outreach  ministries of the 
church. The position would pay $15/hour 
and would be approximately 10 hours a 
week, much of which would be on Sunday 
morning. For more information, contact 
Pastor Jerry. (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

 Prayer Holds Us Together 

 One of the ways we are able 

to care for each other, 

whether we are together or  

  not is by praying. If 

you would like to be a 

part of our regular 

prayer email group, 

contact Pastor Jerry. 

Welcome to Our New Members 

On January 30, we welcomed three new families to 
membership in our congregation, all of whom had been 
worshiping with us for some time, both online and in 
person. We welcomed: 

Brandon and Amy Meyers (and Aubrey, Owen, and 
Jack) come to us from the Excelsior United Methodist 
Church in Excelsior, Minnesota. Brandon works for Hoeft 
Builders, and Amy works largely for Aubrey, Owen, and 
Jack.  

Rebecca Harps and Tiera Czyscon.  Rebecca works 
for Auto-Owners Insurance and Tiera for Sacred Heart 
Hospital. Tiera is from up the road in Cameron, and 
Rebecca is from California. 

Jesse and Demi Schwingle (and Parker and Ila) We 
baptized Ila (in person) a few months ago. Jesse works in 
educational technology and Demi is a social worker.  

PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST 

March 20 

Next Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, May 20th; Noon to 6:00 pm 

Here is our Lake Street sanctuary. 

For an appointment, go online at  

redcrossblood.org 

“Spring” Into Action, Save a Life!   

GIVE BLOOD! 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
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ARCW Wish List for March:  

PEANUT BUTTER 

We hope during March you’ll 
be able to support our local 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry by 
donating a jar of peanut 

butter.  Through this ministry 
Lake Street UMC helps to 
provide nourishing food to 

those people in our 
community who are 

confronted with HIV/AIDS.  
Please place your donated 

item in the AIDS Food Pantry 
Box located near the entrance 

to Fellowship Hall.   

The ARCW was happy to 
receive 50+ cans/packages of 
soup donated during January.  

Thanks for your generosity. 

 

 

 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 

Buy Scrip 
Support 
LSUMC 

      
 
 
 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Monthly Mission Offering (Loose Change): 
Disaster Relief Flood Buckets 

In March, we are continuing to collect money with which to assemble 

flood buckets. These are 5-gallon buckets filled with a list of the 

things most useful in cleaning up after a flood emergency. Once 

assembled, these are taken to the Midwest Mission Distribution 

Center in Northern Illinois, a United Methodist supply center for 

disaster relief and other mission projects. They will then be issued to 

Volunteers In Mission disaster relief projects as needed. 

Our trained shoppers from the Mission Team will purchase the items, 

using the MMDC list, and we will deliver them to the Annual 

Conference meeting in June in Green Bay. Sometime between now 

and then, we hope that 

Covid will allow us to 

come together to 

assemble them. But the 

first step is to collect 

money. Gifts given 

through the “Monthly 

Mission Offering” tab on 

the online giving portal 

in February (and March) 

will go for this project. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

March 16 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

April 14  (9:00am-2:00pm) 

May 27  (9:00am-2:00pm) 

June 15 (9:00-2:00pm) 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford. 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be March 13-19. 

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 



 

 

Practices of the Christian Life 

 

On p. 2, in the Worship Schedule, you will see that 
Pastor Jerry will be preaching on growing in faith. 
On that same page, you may also see that we will 
be having half-hour Lenten services at 6:30pm in 
the sanctuary, beginning on March 9. 

In those services we will have a time of prayer and 
musical praise and meditation, but for the teaching 
time of those services, we will continue to reflect 
together on ways to grow in faith. We will have 
brief messages from some of the United Methodist 
Clergy of the Chippewa Valley, on different 
spiritual disciplines that they have found helpful in 
their own formation. The schedule for those 
messages is: 

 

March 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scripture Memory 

Jerry Morris, Lake Street 

March 16 . . . . . . . . . . Creating Sacred Spaces 

Jen Barnet, Augusta/Pleasant Valley 

March 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Centering Prayer 

Hyejung Hwang, Hope (Eau Claire)/Knapp 

March 30 . . . . . . . . Walking/Running with God 

Eddie Crise, Trinity (Chippewa Falls) 

April 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Practicing Thanksgiving 

Don Drollinger, Zion (CF) / Hallie 

Children! Parents! 

Most of our parents are keeping their children 
at home for Covid safety, as we have been 
encouraging for the past couple of years, but as 
we look toward a gradual transition to in-person 
classes eventually, our Preschool / Children’s 

workers Nola and Olivia 
have prepared some basic 
age-flexible Sunday School 
lessons and will be able to 
stay after worship to lead 
classes whenever there are 
children.     
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children and 
families as well as summer programs. $15/
hour and approximately 10 hours a week. 
Since we do not have a full children’s program 
during the pandemic, the position may begin 
with fewer hours, but if you are interested or 
want more information, please contact Pastor 
Jerry as soon as possible. 

 (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

 

Orphea Faith Jones Baptized 

On February 13, we celebrated both new life 

and God’s grace that surrounds us from our 

birth as we baptized Orphea Faith Jones, the 

younger sister of Carmela Jones. 

Their parents, Angela and Rod were there, 

too. 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

UMW NEWS 

 

Are you feeling overwhelmed? Unmotivated? Worried? Tired? 

Join the UMW meeting on Wednesday, March 16, 2022, to re-

view the book “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” led by Rev. 

Barb Certa-Werner, Northwest District Superintendent.  Dive 

deeper into the Serenity Prayer and the Book of Proverbs to de-

velop tools for life’s often anxious journey. Bring some paper, a 

pen and a willing heart for this interactive presentation.  It will be 

a noon luncheon in the Fellowship Hall followed by the program.  

How wonderful to look forward to seeing everyone again! 

 

Saturday, March 19, will be the Northwest District Spring Morn-

ing of Enrichment.  This is a virtual meeting so you can attend via 

your computer at home or join us in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 

a.m. -12:30 p.m.  Pastor Rob Odum will be speaking on Spiritual 

Focus:  Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom,  Living into the Church’s 

Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship.  The Mission Focus 

will be on the Afghan Refugee Response by Rev. Peder Johan-

son, who was hired in December 2021, to help navigate and co-

ordinate the funds and volunteers from various denominations.  

Registration information is on the UMW bulletin board by the of-

fice.  UMW members will also receive details via a letter or an 

email. 

 

A Good Ides  
 

It’s March, and in it, like any other month, will be the ides, a 15
th
 

day. When these two come together, we often hear it as a bad 
thing.  Well, yes in some cases it is bad.  William Shakespeare 
wrote “beware the ides of March” in his play where Julius Caesar 
is assassinated on March 15. 

[Editor’s note: March 15, 2020, was also the last Sunday we met 
at church before shutting down for Covid. Just not a great date 
all around.]  

Usually in April it’s a not-much-fun, 
last day to file income taxes.  Our cur-
rent calendar though is not based on 
lunar months like the Roman one.  
Our best reason to joyfully look for-
ward to ides is October 15

th. 
 That 

date is our all-church event, the Har-
vest Market.  Let’s start now to put our 
faith, hope and love in action for this 
upbeat, fun missions fundraiser. 
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This month’s UMW 
birthdays 

 
 

3-Mary Sherman  

12-Paula Utphall-90  

17-Jackie Kruse  

19-Beverly Boettcher-96  

21-Winnie Joos-96  

22-Susan Willkom  

24-Winnie Doxie  

25-Jeanne Fritts  

UMW NEWS 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through February 13 

 
In memory of: Carol Wick; 
 Donor: Marlene Arntson; for 

Radio Ministry; 

 Donor: Marshall Wick; for 
Sanctuary Flowers; 

In memory of: Milton and Elnora 
Siker; 

 Donor: Eau Claire Community 
Foundation; for UMW 

In memory of: Rachel Morley; 

 Donor: Craig Koerth; for flowers 
on February 20th 

In memory of: Sue Moseley (sister of 
Joanne Ures-Halvorson) 

 Donor: Joanne Ures-Halvorson; 
for Community Table and Capitol 
Improvement – furnace 

In memory of: Beatie Peterson; 

 Donors: Barb and Peter Nelson, 
Terry and Marilyn Sullivan, John 
and Margaret Melrose, Dick and 
Linda Keepers, Marlene Arntson; 
for Radio Ministry; 

 Donors: Lloyd and Florence 
Shepherd, Audrey Simonson, 
Jan and Jeff Voss, Jennie 
Stratton, Jan and Brad Smith, 
James and Dianne Myers, 
Undesignated; 

In memory of: Margaret Dibble; 

 Donors: Marshall Wick, Jeanette 
Wangen, Peter and Barb Nelson, 
Dorothy Elliott, Terry and Marilyn 
Sullivan, John and Margaret 
Melrose, Dick and Linda 
Keepers, Keith and Gretchen 
Glasshof, Marlene Arntson; for 
Radio Ministry; 

 Donors: Dave and Jackie Kruse, 
Lloyd and Florence Shepherd; 
Undesignated. 

 
Special Gifts  

Donors:  B J Keepers, Patricia 
Anderson, and Anonymous;  plus 
from Dorothy Elliott in honor of 
Ellen Prellwitz. 

 

Trustees and Your Church Building 

The task of the Board of Trustees is the stewardship of our physical 

resources, which primarily has to do with our grounds, building, and 

equipment. Part of “stewardship” is the task of care, repair, and 

improvement. So, for instance, our own Trustees are working on 

finding and fixing leaks in the north west tower, repainting doors and 

door frames, and cleaning out forgotten attic areas. Last year, they 

replaced the Fellowship Hall carpet, installed a new energy-efficient 

furnace, and replaced all the light bulbs on the main floors with energy

-efficient LEDs. This year they are looking at getting some new 

refrigerators for our two kitchens and adding new lights in our 

sanctuary to deal with some of the shadows that show up on the 

video feed. 

But over all these tasks (and others not mentioned) is an important 

qualifier: “for the church’s ministry.” At no time should a Board of 

Trustees see its role as protecting the church from all potential harm. 

The church has a purpose, and that purpose is not to keep our 

resources safe. All that the Trustees do to the building is for the 

purpose of using it to become a Community of Worship and Inclusive 

Welcome and Compassionate Outreach and Spiritual Formation.  

And when you do that well, as our Trustees do, then we get a fringe 

benefit: we can become a meeting place for others in our community 

as well. And so we have. We are well on the way to becoming a 

community center. So, for those members who drop by the church 

and discover that there are a lot of cars in the lot, or people that they 

don’t recognize in the building, here is a brief list of some of the 

external groups that meet in our space. 

 Brain and Body Exercise Group. (Mondays and Wednesdays, 

10am, Fellowship Hall). For people with memory loss.   

 Early Memory Loss Support Group. (Last Wednesday, 

1:30pm) 

 Scout Pack Troop 128. (Mondays at 6:15pm) 

 Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Sundays at 6:00pm) 

 Male Chorus rehearsal (Tuesdays at 7:00pm, Fellowship Hall) 

 “Moms on the Run” (Sundays at 4:00pm) A running club that 

uses us as a summer starting point and winter exercise site. 

 Sewing Guild (4th Thursday of each month, 9:00am in the 

Fellowship Hall).  

 Huntington’s Disease Support Group (4th Saturdays, 

10:00am, Library) 

 Narcotics Anonymous (Wednesdays, 6:30pm, Fireside 

Library) 

As with all God’s blessings, our resources are not to be hoarded just 

for our own use. Thank a Trustee today.  
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Financial Report 

January 2022 

January is often a slow financial month for churches, after the generous giving that 
typically comes in the Christmas season, but your giving remained high. As you can 
see in the chart below, we held our own quite well, ending the month with about a 
$1,000 deficit.  

But giving was actually much higher than the chart shows. Many of you chose to 
give your entire pledge for 2022 in January, and when that happens we place those 
gifts in a reserve fund, which we then apportion in equal amounts every month. This 
reflects the fact that these gifts are intended to support the church throughout the 
year, and keeps one month from looking 
inexplicably high. At the end of January, that “Pre-
paid Pledge” line had over $46,000 in it, which 
means over $4,000 added to the offerings total for 
each of the remaining 11 months of the year, 
which will do a lot to help us ride the normal ups 
and downs of giving and expenses.  

As always, thank you.  

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the April issue 
(mailed on March 31) need to be  
received no later than MARCH 23. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

Soul Food: Godly Grief and Deep Change 

 
“For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation” (2 Cor 7:10 NRSV). 
 
There is a long way to wholeness taken through suffering or loss. It is the spiritual 
geography of proclamation that once passed through wilderness. When we sense 
such maps are before us, we often wonder if there is another way. Deep into a 
pandemic we have much to reckon with: grief, the reminders of unequal health 
outcomes for persons of color, and the strains of schooling from home to name a 
few. Many of us would prefer to practice a faith that did not ask us to face godly 
sorrow. Yet faith without honest reckoning does not equip us for the long haul, or 
for a harvest of personal and social holiness. 

 
In his book The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church’s 
Complicity in Racism, Jemar Tisby asserts that there are benefits to having a 
sobering conversation with your doctor, as well as getting honest with the Great 
Physician. Tisby writes: “The goal of this book is not guilt. The purpose of tracing 
Christian complicity with racism is not to show white believers how bad they are. 
It is simply a fact of American history that white leaders and laity made decisions 
to maintain the racist status quo. Even though the purpose of this work is not to 
call out any particular racial group, these words may cause some grief, but grief 
can be good” (p.22). Faith without reckoning hurt, harm, loss, more than that—
theology without crucifixion—risks being reduced to happy talk, and the nurture-
ance of a false self. Without capacity for being a suffering fellowship, there are 
too few voices among us that can help mature disciples across their times of pain. 
 
In the Fall of 2019, the Wisconsin Conference began to advance Radical Inclusion 
and Racial Justice as our continuous mission and ministry direction. Our Anti-
Racism Task Force and the Bishop’s Task Force are working together to explore 
how we can build beloved community together in the Wisconsin Conference. I will 
ask you to pray and consider study and reflection on Radical Inclusion and Racial 
Justice. Bryan Stevenson’s ‘Four Pillars to Change the World’ may be a helpful 
map. His four principles to create change are: 

1. Move toward pain, injury, and harm—it is impossible to address or improve a 
situation by avoiding it. 

2. Create space for the narratives of integrity and truth while resisting narratives 
of fear and division/othering—the less we know about others, the less we value 
them. 

3. Be willing to be discomforted to be faithful witnesses—remember that our 
discipleship is obedience to God and gospel, not comfort and security. Disciples 
are sent, often to places they would not ordinarily choose to go! 

Live as people of relentless hope—believe the best about others instead of the 
worst. Live toward a potential for good rather than an avoidance of assumed bad. 
  
I would invite you to practice three specific requests in your life of faith: 

1. Engage the work personally through prayerful introspection, vulnerability, and 
discernment for your own journey of transformation. 

2. Listen to stories of pain within your context and share your broader anti-
racism work with your colleagues. 

3. Integrate the sacred work of anti-racism into everyday ministry engagement 
and leadership. 

May God’s Spirit draw us closer to God and to each other. Know that I am praying 
for you. Peace to you. 

      Hee-Soo Jung, PhD  
     Bishop, Wisconsin Conference 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

2 
9:30 AM UMW Exec Comm 

(Room 202)  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

5:45 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

5:45 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM Ash Wednesday 

Worship  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:10 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

3 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

4 5 
6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

6 
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on Facebook; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Assembling Together";  

Text: Hebrews 2:23-25  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Adult Book Group (Conference Rm)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

7 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Lounge)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 101/ 

102/103/202/Dockside)  

8 
6:00 PM 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

9 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

9:30 AM AT-IT Team 

(Conference Room)  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

5:45 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

5:45 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM Ash Wednesday 

Worship  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:10 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

10 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

11 12 
6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

13 
Mission Emphasis: Disaster Relief:  

                                            Flood Buckets  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Doing Good"; Text: Matthew 6:1-4  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Adult Book Group (Conference Rm)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

 

14 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Lounge)  

3:00 PM Staff Parish 

(Fellowship Hall/on line)  

5:00 PM Beacon House 

Hosting  

15 
5:00 PM Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:30 PM 

Trustees 

(Fellowship 

Hall/on line)  

6:15 PM 

Finance 

Committee  

16 
9:00 AM Community Table  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

12:00 PM UMW General 

Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  

5:00 PM Beacon House 

Hosting  

5:45 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

17 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

5:00 PM Beacon 

House Hosting  

18 
5:00 PM 

Beacon House 

Hosting  

19 
8:00 AM 

UMW North 

West 

Morning of 

Enrichment 

Mission 

Action Day 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13th cont’d 

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00 PM Beacon House Hosting  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside 

Room)  

14th cont’d 

5:30 PM Ministry Night: 

Missions, Worship, 

Hospitality, Spiritual 

Formation (Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 Den 

Meetings (Rooms 101/ 

102/103/202/Dockside)  

15th cont’d 

(Fireside 

Library/on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

16th cont’d 

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Committee Meeting (Room 

202)  

6:30 PM Lenten Worship  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:10 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

19th cont’d 

5:00 PM 

Beacon 

House 

Hosting  

6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

20 
8:30 AM Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Praying"; Text: Matthew 6:5-13  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Adult Book Group (Conference Rm)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

21 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Lounge)  

22 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

23 
Circuit Rider Deadline 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

5:45 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

5:45 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM Lenten Worship  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:10 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

24 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

25 26 
10:00 AM 

Room 202 In 

Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support 

Group)  

6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

27 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Reading Scripture";  

Text: 2nd Peter 3:1-2, 14-18  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Adult Book Group (Conference Rm)  

10:15 AM Children's Education (Preschool 

Room)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

28 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

(Lounge)  

6:00 PM Church Council 

(Fellowship Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Meeting (Room 202)  

29 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

30 
1:30 PM Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

5:45 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

5:45 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM Lenten Worship  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside Library)  

7:10 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

31 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:30 AM Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  
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