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Making Disciples 

District Superintendent Barb Certa-
Werner holds a weekly Zoom check-in for 
the North West District clergy, and she 
recently began with a meditation on the 
Great Commission. As she read the 
familiar words, “Going therefore unto all 
the world, make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit,” it struck me 
again that the only active verb in that commission is to “make disciples.” 
Then it occurred to me to wonder, “If someone who knew nothing about 
the United Methodist Church were to do an anthropological study of us – 
what we spend our time on, what we talk about, how we measure 
success, what our leaders encourage, what our programs and plans aim 
at – would they conclude that our top priority is making disciples?  

Almost certainly not.  

Ever since that morning, I’ve been musing over that realization. How has 
this happened, that the top priority of the Founder now feels like an 
afterthought for the Church? I don’t pretend to have all the answers to that 
question, but here are a couple of my reflections. 

We’ve confused “making disciples” with “making converts.” The difference 
between a “disciple” and a “convert” is fairly stark. The former is a 
dedicated, growing follower of Christ, and the latter is someone who has 
been persuaded to express agreement with certain doctrines and has 
joined a church. Conversion is to discipleship what getting out of bed in 
the morning is to holding down a job: an important first step, but not even 
close to being enough. And yet, nearly every program out of Nashville has 
as its primary goal that of increasing membership. (A close second is the 
goal of increasing offerings.) At our own Annual Conference, there are 
only two things that elicit spontaneous applause from the gathered 
Methodists: reports from churches that have added many members and 
reports of successful financial campaigns. I went to a special training 
session once on a new prayer program that our Conference was 
encouraging churches to try. The consultant brought in from Ohio to lead 
the session started out by saying that this new prayer program would 
increase our membership by 20%. Think about that. Even if that 
statement were true, the very fact that she felt she had to sell the idea of 
prayer to us by promising new members is a strong indicator of what our 
real priorities are. 

We’ve confused “making disciples” with “teaching people about the Bible.” 
Here, too, it isn’t that learning the Bible is bad. It’s an important element of 

Continued p. 3 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sermon Series: Giving Stuff Up for Lent 
 

Saturday-Sunday, March 6-7  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “Envy” 
Scripture: Psalm 73 
 

Saturday-Sunday, March 13-14  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Control” 
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34 
 
Saturday-Sunday, March 20-21 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Distraction” 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 8:16—9:10 
 

Saturday-Sunday, March 27-28 - Palm Sunday 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Wisdom of Crowds” 

Scripture: Luke 19:29-40 
 
 

Lenten Vespers Services 
 

6:30—6:45 
6:45—7:30  

 
 

 

*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service 
on the first Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his 
or her own bread and cup. Whatever you have handy is fine. As     
always, United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all 
to Christ’s table. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 
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Christian growth. Having said that, though, knowing a lot of Bible 
can also be an important element of becoming a pompous prat or 
an angry internet commentator. Learning more Bible facts does not 
guarantee growth in Christ. Becoming like Christ – that is, 
discipleship – has to do with so much more than knowledge. It has 
to do with how we relate to others, how we spend our time, how 
(and how much) we pray, where we give our attention. It has to do 
with forgiveness, humility, compassion, and love. Not one of those 
things can be learned from a book, and yet what we call 
“discipleship” in our churches is nearly always a class for learning 
new Christian facts.  

So how do we learn how to be disciples? The same way that the 
original disciples did: by example in relationship. They were lucky 
enough to have Jesus himself to live with and walk beside and 
listen to, and we don’t have that advantage, but that doesn’t mean 
we can’t become disciples or that we can’t learn discipleship the 
same way they did. Growing in faith nearly always results from 
identifying the light of Christ in someone else and learning from that 
person. The essential ingredient in all disciple-making is 
relationship.  

During Lent, in our sermons, I’m going to be talking about some of 
the practices that can contribute to growing in Christ (see article 
below) and then, after Lent, we’re going to be meeting some of 
those who have traveled farther in this walk of faith than most of us, 
people from whom we can learn how to be disciples (see article on 
the Spiritual Formation page, p. 6).  

The Founder himself spent most of his ministry with a few 
followers, shaping them through love and example and time. Then 
he sent them out to do for others what he had done for them. 
Everything else is subordinate to that command. So maybe we 
could start taking it seriously. 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
Monthly Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, March 17 for   

Thursday, March 25    
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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Worship in March 

Through March we will continue our sermon series on Giving Stuff Up for Lent—
but not the usual stuff like chocolate or Facebook (though those have their value 
too). Instead, we’re talking about habits of mind that prevent us from growing in 
faith, things like envy of others, or the need to be in control, or unfocused 
scattering of attention. 

As you may have noticed, none of these are particularly spiritual topics. Any one 
of these could be the subject of a secular TED talk. Why are we taking them on 
in Sunday sermons? Because, growing in faith can only happen insofar as we 
mature in other ways as well. For instance, a person who is emotionally 
immature and unable to form healthy committed relationships with others is 
thereby limited in how far he can grow in the image of Christ.  

So this month, we are talking about becoming stronger as people, so that we 
can become stronger as disciples, and so that we can learn from each other, we 
are holding online discussions each Wednesday to discuss the topic that Pastor 
Jerry introduced the preceding Sunday. Each Wednesday session will begin 
with a brief Vespers Service of prayer and meditation on the Lake Street 
Facebook page, after those who want to join the discussion will be able to click 
on a link and do so.  

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

A Party Is Coming!! 

It has been a long time since we gathered together in fellowship, and so your 
Trustees have decided it’s time!  A gathering in the Fellowship Hall - in masks, 
and respecting social distance - just to be together in Christian love (and to tear out 

the carpet!). The date is not yet set, but the occasion for this party is to celebrate 
the Trustees’ new project: replacing the worn carpet in the Fellowship Hall with 
new carpet squares!  As soon as the details are worked out, and we know when 
the carpet specialists will be doing the installation, we will schedule the party it-
self, which is entirely a celebration (instead of, say, a work day).  We will have coffee 
and treats, and those who come are invited to bring their own treats to share as 
well (and maybe utility knives).  We will, of course, ask everyone to wear masks to 
the party on account of the continuing pandemic (as well as the dust).  

Watch the Lake Street Facebook page and our other regular media for details 
on the exact date. 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other dif-

ference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Hello all  
Stampers out there!   
 
Hope you are 
catching up 
on your own 
cards and 
sending them 
to family and 
friends. 
             
We were not able to meet 
together for the past four 
months, so individual stampers 
made the 35 cards each and 
sent them out on their 
own!  Thank each one of you 
for your dedication.  Keep well 
and keep safe everyone.  We 
will meet again. 

REMEMBERING AND HONORING OUR LOVED ONES 
AT EASTER 

 

We have made it through much of another challenging 
winter and spring is not so far away.  Let's consider 
celebrating that by remembering and honoring loved ones 
at Easter.  Often we have done this by sponsoring lilies and 
other flowers to decorate the sanctuary for that day. This 
year, though the church will have some lilies to decorate the 
sanctuary, we won’t be using as many as usual.    

In lieu of many flowers, family and friends of Lake Street are 
encouraged to make a special  or memorial gift toward 
Missions. The monthly mission project this year is cleaning 
kits, also called flood buckets (see p. 5).  Lake Street will 
assemble these kits of gloves, scrub brushes, detergents, 
sponges, etc.  The buckets which cost about $75 to create 
will be sent to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, 
which is affiliated with the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) to be  held at their supply depot to 
distribute when needed at times of disaster.   

       Please send information on loved ones' names, giver 
names, and a donation of any amount to the church 
office.  Thank you for helping UMCOR help those in need 
with clean-up supplies. 

 Prayer Holds Us Together 

 One of the ways we are able 

to care for each other, 

whether we are together or  

  not is by praying. If 

you would like to be a 

part of our regular 

prayer email group, 

contact Pastor Jerry. 
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ARCW Wish List for Month:  
 Canned Fruit 

 
Join others from Lake Street 
in supporting the AIDS 
Resource Center of Wisconsin 
Food Pantry by donating 
canned fruit during March.  
Your donation will assist over 
forty area families affected by 
HIV/AIDS .  Place your 
donated item in the ARCW 
box near the entrance to 
Fellowship Hall.  ARCW 
personnel were happy to 
receive the 30+ “Meal-in-a-
Can” items donated in 
February.  Thanks for your 
continuing help! 
 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 
      
 
 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Monthly Mission Offering (Loose Change): 
Flood Buckets for Disaster Relief 

For the second month in a row, we will be collecting money with 
which to assemble flood buckets. These are 5-gallon buckets filled 
with a list of the things most useful in cleaning up after a flood 
emergency. Once assembled, these are taken to the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center in Northern Illinois, a United Methodist 
supply center for disaster relief and other mission projects. They will 
then be issued to Volunteers In Mission disaster relief projects as 
needed. 

Usually we take the assembled buckets to the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference in June, where there is a truck from the MMDC waiting. 
Last year, as the pandemic was just getting started and Annual 
Conference was held online, we simply sent a check for disaster 
relief. But this year we hope to assemble flood buckets again. Our 
trained shoppers from the Mission Team will purchase the items, 
using the MMDC list, and we 
hope that by June restrictions will 
be lightened enough that we can 
assemble them together again. 
But the first step is to collect 
money. Gifts given through the 
“Monthly Mission Offering” tab on 
the online giving portal in 
February (and March) will go for 
this project. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 

Opportunities 
 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

March 10 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

April 10 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

May 12 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. The CT has a good system, 

and first-timers have no trouble 

fitting right in. To volunteer, contact 

Tom Stanford. 

Beacon House  

Hosting 

Our next week to host at the 

Family Promise / Beacon 

House Shelter will be March 

14-20. 
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    Hello Congregation, 

I wanted to provide you all with a little update on our Sunday 
School Program. Sunday School in a box is back up and in full 
swing. We are currently doing an amazing and creative Lent series. 
Our Lent series includes making a Lent calendar, a praying station, 
and a prayer chain. We will be focusing internally this Lent season 
as well as what we can do to help others and give back. As I 
receive pictures, I'm looking forward to sharing them with all of 
you. Take care,  

     Kenna 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Devotional Classics 
Pastor Jerry 

 
In the Christian world, there are some books that get labeled “Devotional Classics.” “Classic,” of 
course, generally is used to describe a book that has survived the test of time and is being read long 
after the author is gone, but it occurred to me to wonder what it is about a book that attracts the 
adjective “devotional”? And I have a theory. 

In my article on the front page of this newsletter, “Making Disciples,” I point out that making disciples 
is not about teaching biblical or theological facts, and I suggest that we make disciples through 
individual relationship – by example over time. And that, I think, is what distinguishes a devotional 
classic from any other Christian classic: the devotional classic reveals the soul of the author and 
inspires the reader to want to be like that. Reading a devotional classic does not give you new 
information; it introduces you to new a friend and potential mentor.  

In April, following Easter, I’m going to spend sermon time introducing the church to some people who 
are that sort of potential mentors for those who take the time to meet them. Most of them (though not 
all) are authors of “devotional classics,” and so for the next couple of months, I’m challenging you to 
read (or reread) some of these books and meet these people who have changed lives for 
generations. In the April newsletter, we will talk about discussion groups possibilities, but I wanted to 
throw some titles out this month, in case some of you wanted to start exploring now 

 Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God. (17th century French lay brother in a 
French monastery. Very short and readable. Or, for a Buddhist take on the same spiritual 
practice, you could read Thich Nhat Hahn’s The Miracle of Mindfulness.) 

 
 The Cloud of Unknowing. (Anonymous instruction from a 14th century English monk to a novice, 

but anonymous or not, the author’s gentle spirit shines through. Medium length.) 
  
 Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love. (Julian was a 14th century anchoress – a solitary 

hermit – whose writings have inspired people with the love of God for centuries. The full book 
is relatively long, but there are shorter versions.) 

  
 John Baillie, A Diary of Private Prayer. (Scottish theologian of the early 20th century who writes 

beautiful and humble prayer. A short book.)  
 
 John Woolman, Journal. (Colonial American Quaker whose simple, humble faith drove him to 

action in opposition to slavery. A great soul.)  
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This month’s UMW birthdays 
 
3rd — Mary Sherman 
5th — Dick Keepers (85th) 
11th — Rebecca Morris 
12th — Paula Utphall 
12th — Susan Willkom 
14th — Margaret Dibble 
16th — Lloyd Shepherd 
17th— Jackie Kruse 
19th — Beverly Boettcher (95th) 
21st — Winnie Joos (95th) 
24th — Winnie Doxsie 
27th — Sandy Hamilton  (80th) 
 
 
 

GIVING THANKS  
 
This month Lake Street 
United Methodist Women ask 
you to join them and meditate 
on this prayer of thanks. Be 
thankful you can get to your 
doctor or the hospital in a few 
minutes [for most of us]. Many 
people walk miles for medical 
care. UMW supports the 
bicycle ambulance project to 
assist in filling a service gap 
to transport expectant 
mothers to hospital for 
delivery in Kasungu District, 
Malawi. From Cherrie Hartley, 
Education & Interpretation, 
Wisconsin United Methodist 
Women Leadership Team.  

UMW NEWS 

Book Review for March  
 

Gum Moon by Jeffrey L. Staley 

UMW reading program selection for 2021 

Category:  Education for Mission 

 

This book is subtitled “A Novel of San Francisco Chinatown.”  It is 

based on the events in the life of the author’s wife’s grandmother.  

The story open in 1898 with a female journalist who, rather than cover 

a large convention of a national Christian group, decided to write 

about the Protestant missions in Chinatown.  We are introduced to 

the appalling reality of Chinese young women and girls who are sold 

and trafficked into brothels run by Chinese tongs (mob groups).  The 

story centers on a Methodist Mission home, established and run by 

the Women’s Home Missionary Society, which served as an asylum 

for rescued Chinese young women.  We follow Chun in her journey 

through the plaque, her rescue, the great earthquake and fire.  After 

her baptism and confirmation she takes the name Maud and grows 

into a bright, loving teenager who shows her continued courage and 

resilience.  The book is a mixture of history and heartache.  The 

reality of the challenges facing people of one culture attempting to 

serve the basic needs of persons from another culture is lesson for all 

of us. 

 

United Methodist Women - Mission Action Day 

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women hosts an annual 
Mission Action Day where they meet to equip Methodist women (and 
men) to be informed about social issues and equip ourselves for 
action.  Everyone is welcome.  This years event will be a virtual 
Mission Action Day on April 10, 2021 from 9:00 to Noon.  Speakers 
Dr. Kathy D. Hartke and Marti Gobel will speak on Maternal Health 
and Racial Equality.  Deadline to register is March 27, 2021.    
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Your Lake Street Foundation 

Unless you have served on one of the resource committees of the church, you may not realize that we 

have our own Foundation, which manages donated funds for the purpose of supporting the ministry of 

the church. The Foundation is responsible for larger gifts (wills, stock transfers, and so on) that go be-

yond the pledges that pay our regular expenses and keep the church running day to day.  

It is not a part of our mission statement to stockpile money, though, but to minister, and so every year 

the Foundation grants money from its income to the various ministries of the church, following a formu-

la in its bylaws. This year those grants equal $9,144.76. Some of the gifts were given with designated 

ministries or purposes in mind, so the grants are not simply divided equally, but they still manage to 

support all our ministries one way or another. Below is how that money is divided up, using the stated 

Values and Goals of our church as a framework: 

1. A Community of Worship.  $391.57 

 Several gifts are designated to support the music and worship ministries of our church. This 

past year, some of that money has been used to pay for the video editing that made our Online 

Ensemble possible. 

2. A Community of Inclusive Welcome.  $1,499.84 

 While there are no specific designations for Inclusive Welcome, there are designations to sup-

port special events. In 2020, we intended to use some of this money to support a community 

conference on addiction and recovery in October, bringing in special speakers and hosting dis-

cussions. That was cancelled for the pandemic, of course, but we plan to get back to it. 

3. A Community of Compassionate Outreach. $836.21 

 Several gifts specify support for mission work. This money is being transferred to the Mission 

Fund, with which our mission team can continue our church’s work with Feed My People, the 

Community Table, Beacon House, Bolton House, as well as planning mission projects and trips 

on our own. 

4. A Community of Spiritual Formation. $1,060.63 

 This money is specifically designated to help in the faith formation of the next generation, and is 

available for those who work with children and youth.  

In addition to these amounts designated for specific ministries, another $3,412.94 is undesignated and 

available for any of the above ministries as they have need, and still another $1,944.17 is set aside for 

building improvements. 

These grants represent a lot of things, but let us recognize two of those things now: 

1. They represent the generosity of faithful members of our church in the past, who wanted to 

make sure that the church they loved remained active in service to others even after they were 

gone, and,  

2. They represent the care and stewardship of the Foundation Board, which oversees not only the 

growth of the fund, but also its distribution for the continued vitality of our church’s ministries. 

To both of the above, thank you. 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through January 16 
 
In memory of:  Barbara Jo Walker; 

Donors: Jack and Susan Wilfong, 

Dave and Jackie Kruse; Undesig-

nated; 

Donors: Ron and Corinne Gjern-

ing; Designated for: Radio Minis-

try; 

Memorial from: Mary Rose Howard; 

Designated for: Building sound sys-

tem; 

 

Special Gifts 

Given by:  John Melrose, Paul and 
Virginia Hilbrich; Designated for: 
Radio Ministry. 

.. 

 

 

 

Financial Report through January 

After the feast of generosity that churches often enjoy in 
December, it is normal for January to be something of a drop-
off, and that is the case for us this month. But not much of a 
drop-off. Our giving was only slightly under budget, and we 
ended the month about $3,600 in the red. (For comparison, last 
year we were over $9,000 in the red at the same point.)  

And if you counted up what was actually given in this month, 
we’d be way over budget in our offerings. You see, many of you 
have already given your pledge for the entire year, but most of 
that is not reflected in the figures below. What we do with large 
pre-paid pledges is place them in a separate fund and then 
transfer one-twelfth of that to the Operating Fund every month. 
This keeps January from looking too amazing to believe and 
slimmer months from looking scarier than they actually are.  

We say thank you a lot on this 
page, but that’s only because 
we are grateful to you for your 
continued faithfulness and 
generosity. A lot. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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Journey, by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness 
for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
waited on him. (Mark 1:12-13) 
 
My beloved Wisconsin siblings in Christ, we enter again into the period of Lent 
through the archway of Ash Wednesday, a day of repentance, contrition, 
and kenosis (self-emptying and abasement).  We follow the footsteps of Jesus, 
sent by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness for forty days.  During this Lenten 
period leading to Holy Week and Easter, we tend to focus on temptations by 
Satan and the threat and danger of the wild beasts, but this year I invite us to 
focus on the angels. 
 
Most people in the United States tend to focus on destinations – places we want 
to go, things we want to accomplish, people we want to meet, things we want to 
own.  Ends justify means, and we don’t give much thought to our processes of 
movement, preparation, saving, or planning.  Process is simply not as important 
to many of us as outcomes and achievements.  The “what” is a greater motivator 
than the “how”.  
 
Thirty-five years ago, Nell Morton wrote a wonderful book called, The Journey is 
Home, sharing stories and reflections on the rise of women’s leadership in the 
Christian faith. The title of this book contains a profound truth of our walk with 
Jesus – the journey is home, it is exactly where God wants us to be. Wilderness is 
scary to us because it is unfamiliar, uncomfortable, and unknown.  But the best 
way to get to know wilderness – to make friends with it – is to enter fully in.  A 
few days is not enough.  A couple of weeks is not enough.  The gift of forty days 
(with all of its rich and great theological meaning) is just long enough – either we 
will make friends with wilderness or wilderness just might defeat us.  It is both a 
challenge and an opportunity. 
 
Nature provides many challenges that are neither good nor bad, but they just are 
– God’s creation acting with integrity.  Human beings enter wilderness with risk, 
but also with an incredible capacity to learn, to adapt, to grow, and to improve. 
Survival skills allow us not only to survive, but to thrive, and it takes time to 
develop them. Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness is a metaphor for our entire 
lives of faith – we walk through unknown and unfamiliar territory, learning as we 
go, hopefully improving and thriving (with God’s help).  We face limitless 
temptations and multiple forms of “wild beasts,” but in our faith, we never face 
these alone.  We go with God, filled by the Holy Spirit, attended by angelic forces, 
walking with Jesus, and in the loving grace of a community of Christian 
friends.  This is the journey. 
 
Too often, we seek to leap to Easter, ignoring the wilderness, the work, the 
sacrifice, the danger, and the challenges we encounter before we get there.  But 
the journey is more important than the destination.  God has already taken care 
of the ending.  Our task is to make the journey of life wisely and well.  We strive 
to become more Christ-like, mastering the survival skills to travel our road with 
integrity and grace.  We learn to be more loving, more caring, more giving, more 
merciful.  We become kinder, gentler, patient, and just.  We forgive more, share 
more, and serve more.  We are peace-makers, peace-builders, peace-keepers, and 
peace-lovers.  We reject the -isms and phobias that do harm, commit violence, 
and seek to destroy – sexism, racism, classism, homophobia, xenophobia.  We 
send Satan fleeing by laughing in the devil’s face, choosing instead to pursue God 
will all our heart, mind, soul, and spirit; choosing to love every child of God on 
earth as we love ourselves. 
 
The journey is our home.  This home created for us by a loving and mighty 
God.  This home decorated with all the equipment we need to live faithfully in 
our world.  This home filled to overflowing with the energy and power of the Holy 
Spirit.  My friends, during this Lententide, enter not a wilderness of danger and 
threat, but a place where you – where we all – belong.  I am excited to take this 
journey with you.  Thanks be to God.  
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Dear Lake Street Members and Friends: 
 
A year ago, I sent you the annual Lenten offering letter with an encouragement to practice 
the discipline of Gratitude.  That was our theme for Lent last year, remember?  No?  Then 
what do you remember? 
 
Oh, you remember 
 • Discontinuing worship services in the middle of Lent 
 • Learning how to tune into a service on the radio, or on Facebook 
 • Not going out of the house unless you had no choice 
 • Having to figure out where to buy masks 
 • Being frightened of people who walked too near you in the grocery aisle  
 
But you probably did discover some reasons for gratitude.  Such as 

•  Managing to snag the last package of toilet paper in the store, even if it was the 
   cheap one-ply stuff 

•  Nurses, doctors, EMTs, county health employees, first responders, grocery store 
workers 

 •  People who checked in with you by phone -– many of them from your church family. 
 
This Lent, we are still in the pandemic that disrupted our lives this time last year, but instead 
of blithely barreling toward a future that was going to be so much harder than any of us 
realized, we are climbing slowly out of the pit toward a growing light.  Church may never be 
exactly what it was before, but we will be together again, and soon. 
 
And in the meantime, we have some important things to be grateful for this year: 
 •  We are still here 
 •  Lake Street Church has found ways to continue ministering to our community 
 •  We have continued to worship 

•  Our congregation has rallied around the church in prayer and financial generosity in 
   ways that none of us dreamed 
 •  When we come back together in person, we will be a stronger church. 
 
As always at this time, we are providing you a Lenten offering envelope for those who would 
like to make a special offering. The theme for Lent this year is not “gratitude,” but it could 
be. Thank you for this past year, all of you. 
     Pastor Jerry Morris 
 


