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On Manners and Morals 
Pastor Jerry 

 
 More than twenty years ago, I read a “Miss Manners” column in which 
the Gentle Reader asked her about picking one’s nose. He knew it was 
not polite in company, but when is one to do this “obviously necessary” 
task? Miss Manners replied that one difference between manners and 
morals (“a messy business I wouldn’t want to get involved in”) is that 
manners doesn’t care what you do in the privacy of your own room. 

A lovely reply, and I defer to Miss Manners on all questions of etiquette, 
but I would add one thing: while there may be some significant 
distinctions between manners and morals, there is also a great deal of 
important overlap. Think about the following rules of good manners: 

• Do not interrupt when someone else is speaking 
• Open doors for others and let them go first 
• Say thank you, or write thank you notes, even if you don’t like the 

gift 
• Do not insult other people, either by word or action; even if the 

insult is accurate 
• Don’t gossip or talk about people behind their backs 
• Don’t talk or make noise when other people are trying to listen to 

something else (movies, concerts, occasionally sermons) 

These are all rules that, at one level, are designed to make social 
interactions smooth and painless (i.e. manners), but at a deeper level 
they are all based on two basic principles: be respectful of others and 
don’t always put your own desires first. And these principles are not just 
manners: these are bedrock Christian morality. 

(One quick note. As any faithful reader of Miss Manners knows, being 
polite does not mean being a doormat for other people or having no 
backbone. For instance, when someone asks you an intrusive, personal 
question, the correct response is to give the person a bland smile and 
say, “How kind of you to take an interest,” then ignore the question.) 

I’m thinking all these thoughts as I look ahead to the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Annual Conference this month – the first time we have met in 
person since 2019. That AC, coming just a few months after the General 
Conference that slammed the door on full inclusion for LGBTQ followers 
of Christ, was a train wreck of high emotions expressed in scornful 
speeches and occasional screaming matches on the conference floor. We 
witnessed a great deal of righteous (or self-righteous) indignation, but 
very little respect for others and almost zero good manners. From what I 
hear, Annual Conferences around the country followed a similar pattern, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Saturday-Sunday, June 4-5 - Pentecost 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and You Tube.  

Sermon: “Starting Out and Holding On”  
Scripture: Acts 2:1-8, 22-24, 37-39 
 

Saturday-Sunday, June 11-12 - Tim Atkins Preaching 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Distractions: The Brrrup-Brrrup along Life’s Highway” 

Scripture: Jeremiah 29:10-14 
 

 
Sermon Series: And They’ll Know We Are Christians by . . . 

 
Saturday-Sunday, June 18-19  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “And They’ll Know We Are Christians by . . .” 
Scripture: John 13:33-35; 1 John 4:7-12 
 
Saturday-Sunday, June 25-26 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship:9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “How Not to Church” 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6:1-8 
 
Saturday-Sunday, July 2-3 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion*: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “It’s Not That Hard” 
Scripture: Romans 12:9-21 
 

 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

and I can only hope that these ACs were an expression of that 
tense moment in time rather than a new pattern being set, but I still 
prepare for AC with a certain amount of dread. 

Then, in my sermons once I get back, I intend to spend a few 
weeks looking at what the New Testament says about how 
Christians are to treat each other. Paul has a lot to say about that, 
and curiously enough a lot of what he says sounds like rules for 
polite behavior as much as rules for moral behavior. Miss Manners 
would approve. 

[One final word. It is with sadness that I acknowledge what writing a 
newsletter article and preparing a sermon series on good manners 
means. It means that I have crossed the line from middle-aged 
gentleman to curmudgeon. ] 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
July Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, June 22  for   

Thursday, June 30  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;     
❑ Chancel Flowers ($40/wk)  ❑ June 5 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ June 12 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ June 19 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________  ❑ June 26 (radio and/or flowers) 

In Memory of: _____________      

In Honor of:________________    

In Recognition of: _________________   

SUMMER CHOIRS 

Our choirs have traditionally taken the summer off, for obvious reasons. 

Summer in Wisconsin is a time of frantically trying to make the most of 

sunshine and good weather, so we spend a lot of time at cabins and 

campgrounds. It’s hard to maintain any continuity in church programs.  

On the other hand, music is still beautiful in the summer, and singing is 

still fun, so we are going to try to put together some choral music for 

worship anyway. Starting on Wednesday, June 8, we are inviting anyone 

who wants to sing to meet at the church at 6:00pm to learn an easy 

anthem for the following Sunday (June 12). After that first gathering, we 

will meet on June 29 (for July 3), July 13 (for July 17), July 27 (for July 

31) in August when we want to.  

This invitation is open to anyone who likes to sing. Maybe you don’t have 

time to make the weekly commitment to one of our regular choirs and 

ensembles, but could take a summer evening to learn one song at a time. 

All ages and levels of musical background are welcome. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

50 Years for Ellen Prellwitz! 
Party on June 5 

In June of 1972, a young lady named Ellen Prellwitz, 
fresh out of school, accepted a position as secretary 
at the Lake Street United Methodist Church – which, 
just four years earlier had been the “Lake Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” Yes, that’s how long 
ago that was. 

Ellen is still here. In the intervening 50 years, she 
has worked with every pastor and associate pastor 
and musician and janitor and program director that 
this church has employed. According to a full and 
painstaking study of our church archives, that adds 
up to . . . a bunch. And she has stories about most of 
them. 

On Sunday, June 5, stay after church to celebrate 
with Ellen. The church will be providing hot dogs and 
brats, grilled in the parking lot, along with buns and 
condiments, drinks, and a cake, but we invite you to 
bring your own favorite side dishes and salads.  

If you would like to express your individual regards to 
Ellen, there will be a box available for personal cards 
and greetings. 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Volunteer Coordinator Position 

Lake Street church is looking for someone 
to work with the our ministry teams and 
with the pastor in the essential task of 
recruiting and supporting volunteers for 
the worship, welcoming, spiritual 
formation, and outreach  ministries of the 
church. The position would pay $15/hour 
and would be approximately 10 hours a 
week, much of which would be on Sunday 
morning. For more information, contact 
Pastor Jerry. (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

IM Church Returning July 17 

We’re Baaaaack!  

IM Church will resume in-person meetings on July 
17.  We’re so excited to see our friends again for 
activities, songs and prayers of the people, and 
fellowship with a free meal.  We meet from 3:00 to 
4:30 on the third Sunday of every month here at 
Lake Street. Masks will be optional, but that may 
change as we watch the COVID numbers and the 
severity of the variants.  

It takes many hands to provide IM Church. St. 
James, Emmanuel Lutheran, Hope UMC, Spirit 
Lutheran, and others from the community partici-
pate in planning and delivery, but we always need 
help with leading the activity, making the meal, 
and cleaning up. If you can help on July 17, please 
contact Katie at 715-836-9226 or by email at:    
jkkroll@outlook.com.  

Celebrate Our Graduates! 

This is the season of graduations, and 

several of our congregation are reaching 

this milestone. Congratulate them. 

High School 

 Aydia Bandach 

 Alaina Breed 

 Lydia Walter 

University 

 Evan Rognholt 

It’s harder for us to track graduates from 

universities and grad schools (They 

aren’t necessarily on the four-year plan). 

If you know of someone we missed, 

please let us know. 

Rev. David Stratton 

A Celebration of Life 

 

All who knew and loved Dave  

Stratton are invited to a service  

honoring his legacy and memory. 

At Lake Street UMC 

Saturday, June 25, 2:00pm 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
mailto:jkkroll@outlook.com


 

 

5 

ARCW Wish List for May:  

BAKED BEANS 

Help support our local AIDS 
Resource Center of Wisconsin 
Food Pantry during the month of 
June by donating a can of baked 
beans You will be helping feed 
local clients and families affected 
by HIV/AIDS. Please place your 
items in the AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry 
box located near Fellowship Hall. 

  

Thanks to all the folks who 
donated bathroom tissue to the 
ARCW Food Pantry in April. A 
whopping 250 + rolls of bathroom 
tissue was delivered to the 
ARCW Food Pantry along with 
other donated Items.  Because of 
your faithful donations, Lake 
Street UMW is able to carry on 
this ministry each and every 
month. Your efforts and support 
are very much appreciated by the 
Food Pantry!  
 
 

SCRIP Earnings are 

going to Feed My 

People 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings are 

to be designated to help those 

who are food insecure. That 

means we will be providing 

over $3000 to helping others at 

most difficult times. 

This may be a good time for 

you to start buying Scrip cards 

to help get us to $4000 this 

year. 

Buy Scrip. 

Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update 

Feed My People:  Lake Street members helped at the Feed My People Drive-
Up Food Pantry May 13th.  Seven Lake Street members helped other 
volunteers distribute 6000 pounds of food.  The food went to 188 families 
which were made up of: 191 children 0-17 years, 199 individuals 18-59 and 
145 individuals over 60.  It is located at the Brewing Projekt from 9 A.M. to 10 
A.M. the second and fourth Friday of the month.  Starting June 17th and 
running through August 19th, it will also be at Lake Shore elementary the first 
and third Friday of the month from 1 P.M. to 2 P.M.  The Mission team is 
hoping to help at one of the drive-ups at least once a month.  If you can help, 
contact Kent Gierhart at khghart@yahoo.com or 715-864-2056. 

Flood buckets:  Thanks to everyone who helped assemble flood buckets on 
May 22nd. 

Loose Change Offering for Missions:   Many of our loose change offerings 
have gone to support local missions.  The Mission team would also like to 
support the needs of individuals globally.  The offering in June will go to 
UMCOR-water, sanitation and hygiene program, special project number 
302060.  For more information you can go to: https://advance.umcor.org/p-
368-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-program.aspx   

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene are essential for good health and well-being. 
Water is used not only for drinking, but also for bathing, cooking, cleaning, 
waste disposal, and agriculture. Yet, 668 million people around the world do 
not have reliable access to clean drinking water and even more people lack 
access to water for agriculture and other household tasks to meet their 
everyday needs. What's more, 1.8 billion lack adequate toilets. The lack of 
access to these basic services and the education regarding healthy behaviors 
results in over 1,000 children a day dying from diseases, many of which are 
entirely preventable when WASH is addressed sand sustained at the 
community level. UMCOR-WASH implements projects through a network of 
partners in countries that have the highest levels of childhood diseases and 
death and least access to basic WASH services.  

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

June 15 (9:00-2:00pm) 

Volunteers may sign up for the whole 

time or for the first or 

second half. To 

volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford at: 

tstrider73@gmail.com 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be the week of October 9. To 

volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 

mailto:khghart@yahoo.com
https://advance.umcor.org/p-368-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-program.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-368-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-program.aspx


 

 

Church for Children 

Many of us who grew up in church remember long 
hours (Well, it felt like hours!) of boredom. So most 
of us were pleased when a new fashion developed 
in the 1980s of taking the children out of worship to 
their own program - either a separate children’s 
church or Sunday School. It was a lot quieter in the 
adult worship, too. 

Then we began to notice that those children, who 
had grown up in church but had never been a part 
of worship with everyone else, tended to leave 
church as soon as they became adults. They had 
outgrown the only church they had known and had 
never been welcomed in the “adult” worship, so 
why would they start going now? 

This is why, piece by piece, we have been working 
to find an approach that offers children inclusion in 
worship, but without the crushing boredom. We 
designed our Kid’s Corner, with a table and quiet 
activities and a place to move around a little. We 
developed the individual activity boxes for children. 
We designed special children’s bulletins to help 
them follow the order of worship, and we began 
including them in some of the worship tasks (such 
as lighting candles). 

This, it turns out, is a good thing, because we are 
now in a place where we need them all. Our 
preschool workers have graduated and moved on, 
and as of this writing we have no staff in the 
preschool area. We will be experimenting with a 
few more kid-friendly features to worship this 
summer, because we can expect children around 
us in the pews. 

With that in mind, a few thoughts for our adults: 

• This is that squirming child’s church, too. 

• That child’s impression of church is 
determined more by whether they feel loved 
by those around them than by anything that 
happens up front. 

• Children who don’t feel that church is really 
for them will express that feeling by leaving 
as soon as they can. 

Let’s set a new pattern for children in church. 
Frankly, other patterns haven’t worked. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children and 
families as well as summer programs. $15/hour 
and approximately 10 hours a week. Since we 
do not have a full children’s program during the 
pandemic, the position may begin with fewer 
hours, but if you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Pastor Jerry as soon 
as possible. 

 (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

Summer Book Ideas 

Wisconsin Summer isn’t really a time to 

schedule any more classes or meetings than are 

strictly necessary. It’s a time for hammocks and 

back porches and boats and patios and lazy 

schedules. But that doesn’t mean we stop 

growing or thinking about faith: only that we’re 

doing it at a different, individual pace. So, as you 

read this summer - in between the pot-boilers 

and the bodice-rippers and the who-dunnits and 

the shoot-’em-ups - here are some suggestions 

from your Ministry Team for good reads that also 

have some spiritual meat on them. 

• Ordinary Grace, William Kent Krueger 

• The Invention of Wings, Sue Monk Kidd 

• Where the Crawdads Sing, Delia Owens 

• Piranesi, Susanna Clarke 

• The Quest of the Fair Unknown, Gerald 

Morris 

And who knows? Maybe next fall, when we 

might rediscover some motivation, we might 

hold some discussion times for some books. In 

the meantime, if you have any book suggestions 

for the July Circuit Rider, send the titles to 

Pastor Jerry. 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

UWF NEWS (UMW) 

 

On Wednesday, June 15, Jodi Stevens, partnership coordinator 
from Longfellow School, will be joining us to describe her role in 
coordinating volunteers, fund raisers, and programs within the 
school as well as a variety of other activities. She will also speak 
about the importance of The Good Neighbor Project of which we 
are an important contributor. Please join us and make her feel 
welcome!  Call Winnie Doxsie, 920-915-0432 by June 12 to 
make a reservation for this 1:00 desert meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

 

 

MISSION u - 2022 

Mission u is an opportunity to learn and share ideas with other 

United Women in Faith members.  The theme this year is Who 

Can We Be Together?  Building Communities of Hope and Joy.  

Mission u 2022 will give as a chance to reflect on the community 

that Jesus is calling us to be 

In-person classes as well as zoom classes are being offered 
during July.  There will be no group zoom classes offered at Lake 
Street.  You are encouraged to watch at home or with a friend.  
Detailed information is on the UWF bulletin board outside the 
church office. 

 

 

OVER, UNDER, AROUND or THROUGH 

 

Are you a stitcher?  What kind?  Perhaps you do embroidery with 
'French knots', or you crochet a 'chain'.  Maybe you quilt in a 
'ditch', or maybe you 'hook' a rug.   Huh? Sounds weird!  The 
definitions certainly are different from how we often use the 
words.  They all though are ways to create art by going over, 
around, or through.  June will continue to increase the hours of 
light good for working on projects.  Knitting, crocheting, 

embroidery, quilts, sugar & 
cream washcloths, and other 
donations are needed for our 
all-church fundraiser, 
HARVEST MARKET.  It is set 
for OCTOBER 15.  Proceeds 
go toward local, national, and 
worldwide missions, otherwise 
defined as 'love'.   

Thank you. 
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June Birthdays 
 

3-Pegi Fleming  

4-Lois Dodge-94  

5-Sharon Southard  

14-Carolyn Kinville  

14-Joyce Simpson-97  

23-Cheryl Budnaitis  

24-Phyllis Bergeron-90  

25-Audrey Simonson-90  

28-Chris Draxler   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
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2021 Financial Audit 

Our church has been audited!  While this may sound scary, this is good news.  The finance committee 
wanted someone to audit the financial records.  They wanted the review to insure that we have proper 
accounting procedures in place, that check requests are authorized and documented, that payroll is 
correct, and that your donations are used as you intend.  Those are all important facets of good financial 
stewardship.  

Hiring an accounting firm to conduct an audit would be very expensive, so the finance committee elected 
to conduct an internal audit.  This means that we have in-church processes to sample, review, and verify 
our finances.  Our auditors are volunteers, so there is no cost to the church.  The current auditors are Jill 
Weisenbeck and Jan Voss.  Jill has experience in conducting internal audits, and Jan has experience in 
running a business.  Their backgrounds make them good financial investigators. 

Jan and Jill are happy to report that they completed four audits for 2021 during which they reviewed 
finances for each quarter.  They reported that record keeping is excellent, expenditures are properly 
documented and approved, and payroll records are sound.  In addition, they verified that your donations 
are properly tracked to the correct funds.   This is important in making sure that your donation is used 
according to your instructions. 

You can help with the audit too!  When you receive your statement of giving, it is important that you 
review it to make sure that it is correct.  While errors are rare, they can happen.  If you find an error, 
report it to the church office right away. 

Thank you for all that you do to support the ministries of our church.  Know that our church cares about 
doing our best to make sure that we are good financial stewards.  

 

 

 

Blood Drive Recap from May 20, 2022 

 

The blood drive that was held on Friday, May 20, at Lake Street 
was a huge success.  Sure, there were some deferrals and 
some no shows as always, but with the 85 units of blood 
garnered from the almost 90 people who came to donate, up to 
255 lives could be saved when blood is broken down into its three components:  red cells, platelets, and 
plasma.  That’s more than the population of the small town of Sheldon, WI, that I came from!!!   

There are many people to whom I need to give my thanks for a job well done.  These are the 19 
volunteers who helped make this drive possible:  Cheryl Kreitlow, Linda Peterson, Jennie Stratton. Julie 
Holzinger, Bonnie and Bill Wright, Jill Weisenbeck, Kirsten and Kathy Gierhart, Corinne Gjerning, Margo 
Bolton, Veronica Marshall-Potter, Winnie Doxsie, Mary Rose Howard, Marlene Arntson, Pat Peterson, 
John Melrose, Steve Blashford and Dick Keepers.  When you see them, thank them, because someday 
the life they help save may be your own!   

The next drive at Lake Street will be on Friday, Nov 11, 2022.  I have gathered the names of 66 donors 
so far for this drive but I still need 31 more donors to fill it.  Please be one of the 5% of the population 
who donate blood so that others can live.  Call the Red Cross or go online at redcrossblood.org and 
make an appointment to donate blood.  You don’t need a cape to be a HERO!!  

 

Linda Keepers-Lake Street UMC Blood Drive Coordinator    

http://redcrossblood.org
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through May 15th 

 
In memory of: Pat Henderson; 

 Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Feed My People 

 

In memory of: Margaret Dibble; 

 Donor: Judy Sheu; Undesignated 

 

In memory of: Lily Peters (Chippewa 

Falls); 

 Donor: Craig Koerth; Designated for: 

Missions 

 

Special Gifts 

In Special Recognition of Volunteers – 

Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Feed My People 

In Honor of Ellen Prellwitz – Donor: Bev 

Maser; Designated for: Feed My 

People 

For Radio Ministry: Given by Dorothy 

Elliott, Patricia Anderson, and 

anonymous donors. 

 

Financial Report through April, 2022 

We had a solid financial month in April, receiving about 
$31,500 in gifts and other revenue for our operating fund 
(i.e. monthly expenses not including building expense), and 
spending only about $25,000. Unfortunately, our building 
expenses were several thousand dollars over budget, with 
the result that combining the two gave us a net loss of about 
$700 in April. 

Most of the additional expense in building costs in April—
this is going to be a shocker—came from increased utility 
costs. Yes, the same factor that is hitting your budget is 
hitting ours. It’s hard even to imagine how much worse it 
would be if the Trustees hadn’t put in a new energy-efficient 
furnace last year. 

A year-to-date report like the one below is not as enjoyable 
as strong, positive financial statements such as we had for 
the first two years of the pandemic, but it’s a situation we’ve 
been through before and we know we will cope.  

All the same, as we go into the traditionally slower months of 
summer, we remind you that we are still here, still doing 
ministry, still reaching out to our community. Thank you. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the July issue 
(mailed on June 30) need to be  
received no later than June 22. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
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CONFERENCE  

Chris Van Beek to Be Commissioned, June 12 

On Sunday, June 12, our own Chris Van Beek will be commissioned as a 
Provisional Elder of the Wisconsin United Methodist Conference. This 
commissioning service will take place at the KI Convention Center in 
Green Bay at the end of the WUMC Annual Conference meeting, and it is 
scheduled to begin at 4:00pm. At the pot luck lunch on June 5, there will 
be a chance for members who are not able to attend the service in 
person to write a note of encouragement and congratulations. 

 

 

UMC Disaffiliation Discussions 

As many of you will remember, the 2019 Special General Conference 
that was held to discuss the church’s position on homosexuality ended 
by re-affirming the status quo: denying ordination or wedding vows in a 
Methodist church to LGBTQ people. At that conference, recognizing that 
many UMC congregations strongly disagreed with that outcome, 
provision was made for churches that wished to leave the UMC to do so 
while being permitted to keep the church property. 

Not many churches actually pursued that course, partly because the 
process outlined was complicated and costly, and partly because they 
knew that there was another General Conference scheduled for 2020 
that would probably change the rules again anyway. Well, that 2020 GC 
was postponed because of Covid—first to 2021, then to 2022. Finally, it 
was cancelled entirely. We won’t have another General Conference now 
until the next regular one, in 2024. 

As a result, many churches across the country who were considering 
disaffiliating from the UMC, but who were waiting for a General 
Conference to give more guidance, have decided that they are tired of 
waiting. Churches at both ends of our political and theological spectrum 
are beginning the process of leaving the UMC. Some may end up joining 
the new “Global Methodist Church” – a conservative alternative that you 
may have read about when it began on May 1 of this year – while others 
may just decide to be independent congregations without any 
denominational affiliation at all. We have been talking for years about 
the possibility of the UMC splitting. Now it appears that we are 
fragmenting instead. 

Just so you know: Lake Street United Methodist Church stands firmly 
against the outcome that was approved at the 2019 Conference, but we 
are not discussing disaffiliation. We are continuing to pay our full 
apportionments to support United Methodist mission work around the 
world and in our Conference, and we are continuing to work with our 
fellow UMC churches in the Chippewa Valley, some of whom disagree 
with us on many political and theological issues. Our connection to the 
larger church matters to us. If the denomination splits in 2024, we will 
choose where to affiliate. Until then, we’re not leaving anything. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:30 AM UWF Exec 

Comm (Room 202)  

10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

6:30 PM  NA 

(Fireside Library) 

2 
Last Day of 

Public School  

7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

3 
5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

6:00 PM 

Wedding 

Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

4 
2:00 PM 

Wedding for 

Rebecca Harps 

and Tiera 

Czyscon 

(sanctuary)  

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

5 
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; Radio 

Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: “Starting Out and Holding 

On”;  Text:  Acts 2:1-8, 22-24, 37-39 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM 50-Year Celebration for 

Ellen Prellwitz with Shared Food and 

Cookout (Fellowship Hall and Parking 

Lot)  

10:15 AM  Adult Education 

(Conference Room) 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

7 8 
9:30 AM AT-IT 

Team (Conference 

Room)  

10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

6:15 PM Ellesi 

Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 PM  IM Core 

Team (canopy) 

6:30 PM  NA 

(Fireside Library) 

9 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

1:00 PM 

Stampers 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10 
Wisconsin 

United 

Methodist 

Annual 

Conference 

(Green Bay)  

9:00 AM Drive-

Up Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing Projekt)  

5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

11 
Wisconsin 

United 

Methodist 

Annual 

Conference 

(Green Bay)  

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

12 
Wisconsin United Methodist Annual 

Conference (Green Bay)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: “Distractions:  The Brrup-

Brrup along Life’s Highway” 

Text:  Jeremiah 29:10-14 

13 
Wisconsin United 

Methodist Annual 

Conference 

(Green Bay)  

 

 

 

 

14 
6:00 PM 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

15 
9:00 AM 
Community Table  
10:00 AM Room 

202 In Use (ARDC 

Brain and Body 

Fitness Class)  

6:30 PM  NA 

(Fireside Library) 

16 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

17 
5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

18 
11:00 AM Joan 

Webb 

Celebration of 

Life (Hulke 

Family Funeral 

Home)  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12th cont’d 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM  Adult Education 

(Conference Room) 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

13th cont’d 

10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

15th cont’d 

1:00 PM UWF 

General Meeting 

(Fellowship Hall)  

 (Fellowship Hall)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Committee Meeting 

(Room 202)  

6:30 PM  NA 

(Fireside Library) 

19 
Mission Emphasis: UMCOR  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon:  “And They’ll Know We Are 

Christians by . . .” 

Texts:  John 13:33-35; 1st John 4:7-12; 

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM  Adult Education 

(Conference Room) 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

20 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

21 
5:30 PM 

Trustees (Room 

202/on line) 

22 
Circuit Rider 

Deadline  

10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

5:00 PM  Church-

Wide Gardening 

Day 

6:30 PM  NA 

(Fireside Library) 

23 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

24 
9:00 AM Drive-

Up Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing Projekt)  

5:00 PM 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Chapel)  

25 
10:00 AM 

Room 202 In 

Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support Group)  

2:00 PM 

Memorial 

Service for 

David Stratton 

(Sanctuary and 

Fellowship 

Hall)  

26 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon:  “How Not to Church” 
Text:  1st Corinthians 6:1-8 
10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip 

10:15 AM  Adult Education 

(Conference Room) 

11:00 AM Fellowship Hall In Use 

(Audrey Simonson 90th Birthday 

Celebration)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

27 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ARDC Brain 

and Body Fitness 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

28 29 
1:30 PM Room 

202/Fireside Library 

In Use (Early 

Memory Loss 

Support Group)  

6:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM  NA 

(Fireside Library) 

30 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30 AM Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  

  
Join Us for the 
Church-Wide 

Gardening Day on 
Wednesday, June 
22nd beginning at 

5:00 pm 
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