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Returning from Exile 
Pastor Jerry 

 
My ministerial colleagues and I have fumbled about a good bit over the 
past ten months trying to find a way to describe what we and the church-
es we serve are going through. Because we’re ministers and therefore 
nerds, we tend to look for our metaphors in the Bible. The most common 
metaphor, I think, is “exile.” 

We’re thinking of the Babylonian Exile that the nation of Judah experi-
enced in the 6

th
 century before Christ. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 

captured and destroyed Jerusalem, including the temple, and carted most 
of the survivors off to Babylon as prisoners. There they grieved their des-
olate former home (Lamentations, Ps 137) and cursed the enemies who 
had caused the destruction (Ps 137 again, and Obadiah) and demanded 
answers from God (Ps 89), but in the end all they could do was wait and 
try to put their lives together again in their new circumstances. 

You can see how this could be applied to our 10-month exile from coming 
together for in-person church. Like the Israelites, we have known grief 
and anger, but in the end the only thing we could do was wait and try to 
get through it as best we can. The 6

th
 century Judean exiles invented the 

synagogue and began a worship that was based on scripture instead of 
sacrificial rites while they dreamed of a day when they could return and 
rebuild. In the same way, we have adapted and improved our online wor-
ship, designed a new service for a different congregation, figured out how 
to have meetings and studies and even choir ensembles online, all while 
we dream of the day when we will be able to come back together. 

And – wonder of wonders! – the exiled Judeans actually did get to return 
and rebuild! The Babylonian Empire only lasted about 60 or 70 years be-
fore it was conquered in its turn by Cyrus the Persian, establishing the 
Persian Empire that would last for centuries. Cyrus had a very different 
approach to conquered peoples than the Babylonians did. He wanted 
them at home, in their own land, farming and building cities and paying 
taxes, so he issued a decree sending his 
captive peoples back home to rebuild (2 
Chronicles 36, Ezra 1). In our case, the 
decree of Cyrus is the beginning of vac-
cinations. Suddenly, like the stunned Is-
raelite exiles, our dream of returning to 
church is more than a dream. It’s going 
to happen, and soon! 

But there are some warnings in the exile metaphor, too. To begin with, it 
wasn’t all roses. Judea had been utterly laid waste, and rebuilding it was 

See p. 3 

The Cyrus Cylinder, with the decree 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 am - 12 pm 

Saturday-Sunday, January 2-3  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Promised Garden” 
Scripture: Hosea 14:1-8 

 
The Bible Story Journey (III): From Chaos to Covenant 

 

Saturday-Sunday, January 9-10  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Lamp of God” 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 1-8 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 16-17 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “A King like All the Other Nations Have” 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 9-15 
 

Saturday-Sunday, January 23-24  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Singer and the Sword” 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16-17 
 

Saturday-Sunday, January 30-31  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Closer than a Brother” 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 18-20 
 

*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service 
on the first Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his 
or her own bread and cup. Whatever you have handy is fine. As     
always, United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all 
to Christ’s table. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

From p. 1 

no walk in the park. Anyone who went back was looking at hard 
work. Not all the exiles did return, in fact. Many – perhaps most – 
remained in Persia. Those who did return did so in small groups 
over decades. This is worth thinking about in our case, too. Coming 
back after this long may not be just a reset. Some people have 
moved, others have grown frailer, others (like the exiles who stayed 
in Persia) may have settled into the new patterns. Even the rollout 
of the vaccines is going to come in stages, so there will be a time 
when some will have had the vaccine while others will not be per-
mitted to have it for months. Some may choose not to have it at all. 
The church leadership has begun discussing plans to allow people 
to start returning as soon as possible, but there’s no scenario in 
which this is going to be an immediate return to the way things 
used to be. It will happen in stages, and not as soon as we’d like. 

Two more lessons from the exile – a warning and a promise: 

 The Warning: Some of the returning exiles decided that they’d 
had enough of foreigners, and now that they were back, they 
were going to build walls and have a place just for their own 
kind (Ezra, Nehemiah). We will not follow that example. If going 
through a hard year makes us turn away from others, it was tru-
ly a wasted year. 

 The Promise: Some of the things that the exiles invented to 
keep their faith going even without a temple turned out to be re-
ally good, and they kept them going even after they had rebuilt 
a temple. We, too, will keep what has worked and continue try-
ing to develop them in new ways. We intend to maintain our 
Saturday night online-only worship, and we will continue incor-
porating some of our experiments into our children’s program. 

The exile is ending. We will soon be returning to church. And it will 
be slow, and sometimes painful. It will be hard work, and some 
things will never be the same. But it will be good. When the LORD 
brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed. 
Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. 
Then it was said among the nations, "The LORD has done great 
things for them" (Ps. 126:1). 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 

www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date      calendar, news, 
online giving and more.  
Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
February Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, January 20th 

for   
Thursday January 28th 

mailing 
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Worship in January 

In January, we will be picking up our long-term sermon series, “The Bible Story 
Journey,” as Pastor Jerry simply tells the story of scripture from start to finish, 
with as little commentary as possible. Jesus taught in stories, not in sermons, 
trusting people to find in the stories what they needed. We can show the same 
trust today, if we try. 

When we paused this series at the end of October, we had come to a time of 
darkness and chaos in Israel, at the end of the period of the Judges. As we pick 
up the story, we will begin in that darkness but over the next six weeks climb out 
of chaos to victory, ending with God’s eternal covenant with David in 2 Samuel 
7. Join our story journey this winter, either on Sunday mornings at 9 or Saturday 
evenings at 6, on the Lake Street UMC Facebook page. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

What Is An Online Welcome? 

When we wrote the Inclusion Statement that is at the top of this page, we tried to think of everyone 
who is ever excluded—intentionally or unintentionally—from church and name that person as one 
who is welcome here. Then, in case we had missed someone, we added “or any other difference, 
real or perceived.” Pretty exhaustive, right? But in all our thinking, we still basically assumed that we 
were talking about physical welcome to our physical space for worship or study or fellowship. 

Then 2020 happened, and as the months of online worship and Zoom Bible studies and Facebook 
fellowship dragged on, we began to realize that our physical space isn’t the only space the matters. 
People we had never met were joining us for worship in our online space, too. 

You may not be aware of how much this is happening. In fact none of us may be aware of how 
much this is happening, since it is possible for people to click on a service and watch anonymously, 
but here’s what we know. 

 When you look at the Facebook statistics, just at the number of people who join our services 
each weekend and actually stay engaged in the service for a while (yes, Facebook breaks it 
down that way), we have about 250 people joining us for worship each weekend. When we were 
in person, a very good Sunday got close to 200. 

 We know, from comments, that we have regular visitors from West Virginia, New York, Colora-
do, and multiple other cities and towns in Wisconsin. Many of these are family and friends of 
church members, but not all. 

 We have heard anecdotally from church people who tell us about other friends who have started 
following our services since the beginning of the pandemic restrictions. 

 Several of those who have been following us faithfully have begun to feel connected enough to 
us that they’ve started sending financial gifts. The abnormally large November giving numbers 
(see the Financial report on p.9) are due to a significant degree to several large gifts from non-
members in other cities.  

All this is great, of course, but here’s the question. One of our core goals and values as a church is 
“inclusive welcome.” How do we show hospitality to guests joining us over the ether? Here are a 
couple of thoughts: 

 Invite friends to drop in one of our online services. They may 
actually do it. If you think about it, it’s tremendously scary to 
attend a strange church for the first time, feeling as if you’re 
on display to a bunch of people who already know each oth-
er, but none of that applies to an online service. (Remember 
that our Saturday night “Living Room Service” is specifically 
designed with guests in mind. It’s not as focused on church 
members and church needs, and it’s shorter.) As we have 
seen, some people come back, and some even slowly begin 
to feel at home. 

 If you see someone posting a comment on a service, and 
you don’t know that name, welcome them, just as you would 
if you saw a new face at Coffee Fellowship on Sunday.  

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other dif-

ference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Radical Hospitality  

In a Digital Age 

 

On January 23, the North West Dis-

trict of the Wisconsin United Meth-

odist Church will host a one-day 

conference on hospitality. 

 

Yes, it will be online, and no we 

don’t have the Zoom link yet, but if 

you are interested, contact the 

church and let us know so that we 

can send it to you when we have it. 
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ARCW Wish List  

for January: Canned  
Vegetables 

 
Consider supporting our local 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry during 
the month of January by 
donating canned vegetables. 
Your efforts will help feed local   
clients of the resource center 
presently affected by HIV/
AIDS. Please place your items 
in the AIDS Resource Center 
of Wisconsin Food Pantry box 
located near the entrance to 
Fellowship Hall. Thanks for 
your continued support to our 
community! 
 
 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buy Scrip 
Support LSUMC 

      
 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

BLOOD DRIVE RECAP 

Well, another Red Cross blood drive is behind us.  This drive was very 
successful, first of all it was 100% filled by many faithful, willing and 
able donors.  Yes, during the scheduling process I lost a donor here 
or there along the way but because of compassionate people, many 
of the empty time slots were filled by on-line donors whom I did not 
know.  Many of them turned out to be students and first time donors.  I 
want to thank all of them also.  Some of them even signed up for the 
next drive in June. This drive consisted of 94 appointments which 
included 18 Power Red donations.  It was the largest number of 
donors I have ever had at one of our church drives.  Maybe this is part 
of the reason Lake Street has the largest blood drives in the 
Chippewa Valley.  With the number of units of blood donated, 90, up 
to 270 people could receive this much needed life-saving blood.  What 
a great Christmas gift they will get and it did not cost those donors a 
penny, only about an hour of their time.   

I also do not want to forget the volunteers who helped with set up/tear 
down, registration, taking donor temperatures, and working in 
the  canteen.  Without them, this drive would not have 
happened.  When you see them, take the time to thank them also: 
Marlene Arntson, Mary Rose Howard, Veronica Marshall-Potter, 
Cheryl Kreitlow, Linda Peterson, Kirsten Gierhart, Barb Nelson, Steve 
Blashford, Pat Peterson, Don Szymanski and Dick Keepers. I also 
want to thank Kwik Trip store #472. 

It takes a lot of heroes to run a successful blood drive, especially 
during this trying time.  Our donors, volunteers and Red Cross 
workers are all heroes.  The next blood drive will be on Monday, June 
7, 2021.  Why not be a hero too and donate at this drive.  Go on-line 
to redcrossblood.org and register.  Remember, the need for blood is 
constant, the gratification is instant. 
 
Linda Keepers—Lake Street Blood Drive Coordinator   

Volunteer Opportunities in January: 

Community Table: January 14. At last word, we still had openings for 

a few volunteers for the 9:00-11:30 (cooking) shift.  

Beacon House: We served and hosted suppers for the families of 

Beacon House the week of December 13-19.  

Pop-Up Pantries (Feed My People): Because of the spike in Covid-19 

cases, Feed My People is staffing these entirely with staff, not volun-

teers for now. Watch for updates. We’ll be back. 

http://redcrossblood.org
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So When Are We Going to Be Back in Church In Person? 
Pastor Jerry 

 

This is the question that we all have. We have not held an in-person worship service since the end of 
March, and it feels even longer. Now that there is a vaccine (and by the time you read this, perhaps 
two), does that mean we will be coming back together soon? 

To start with, here is an update from our church council. The council met in November and, as one item 
of business, considered building usage. This was prompted partly by a large wedding that had been 
scheduled in our building in January. Given that the current recommendations from the county health 
department are to limit gatherings to ten masked and distanced people per room, we agreed that we 
could not permit that. After discussion, the council decided that, going forward, we would follow the 
county recommendations and limit building usage to whatever number they suggest. When the health 
department revises its recommendations, we will follow suit. (We made an exception for the Blood Drive, 
on the assumption that the Red Cross knew what it was doing. The wedding was moved to an 
secondary location that the party had already chosen.) 

All that is to say that we are not going to start up services right away. The vaccine is definitely a light at 
the end of the tunnel, but we aren’t there yet. At this point, supplies of the vaccine are limited, and are 
(quite appropriately) being given first to health care workers and those for whom the virus is most 
dangerous. Estimates for when it will begin to be administered to the general population vary from day to 
day and expert to expert, but nobody expects it to be before late Spring.  

Besides, when we open up for in-person worship again, we want everyone to be welcome, without 
worrying if the person sitting down the pew from you is safe. We aren’t going to check vaccination cards 
at the door (or whatever). Be assured that this question is being thought about now and will be 
considered at every meeting between now and that promised return from exile, but for now we are still 
waiting. 

When I was 8, my older brother and I got up at 5 am, or maybe a little earlier, on Christmas morning, as 
one does. Then my brother said, “You know, Mom said we could open these as soon as we got up.” The 
truth was not in my brother, but I was not smart, either. I said, “Really?” and started opening my 
presents, failing to notice that he was not joining me. The end result, of course, was that I had to sit in 
silent disgrace later on while the rest of the family had their present-opening time. Well, Christmas is 
coming, but we’ve waited so long, we can wait a little longer. 

(p.s. My brother will deny that he ever did such a thing, but - as I believe I have already made clear - the 
truth is not in him.) 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Discussion on Need in Our Community 

On Wednesdays in January, we are inviting representatives of some of the 

courageous and compassionate agencies in town to meet with us, tell us about 

their programs, answer questions, tell us stories about real people they help, 

and how we can help. We will begin on Wednesday, Jan. 6, with a 

representative from the Community Table. Our guests will join us by computer 

at this link: 

https://meet.google.com/wtc-sjje-vpp?authuser=1 
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This month’s UMW birthdays 
 
4th — Nancy Espie 
9th — Janelle Earl 
10th — Beatrice Larson 
14th — Louise Thompson 
28th — Jan Voss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One 2021 Upper Room 
Disciplines Devotional Left 

 
There is one copy remaining 
in the church office of the 
2021 devotional.  If you are 
still interested, please stop by 
and pick it up.  Cost is $11.00.  
Great reading material for the 
upcoming year. 

UMW NEWS 

Happy new year to all UMW women. The pandemic necessitates that 
we remain vigilant for the foreseen future and your executive team is 
working on programs that will not only do that but keep us connected. 
The theme for 2021 is "Knit Together by God's Love ".  

So as January temps fall and snow rises, we can start knitting for 
children at Lakeshore and Longfellow schools. This will begin now 
and culminate in the fall, with hats, mittens, scarves, etc. to deliver 
when the weather dictates. There are free patterns on the internet, at 
the library or from other members. If you crochet, this works too. As 
you craft a  hat for a child think about how this will demonstrate the 
warmth and care of God's love. Break out those needles or hooks and 
that yarn you have packed away and cast on! If you have questions or 
suggestions give Marty a call at 715-456-3346. 

Yearbook updates are being finished now. Watch your mailbox for the 
2021 version of the UMW Yearbook.  

 

United Methodist Women Book Review  

The United Methodist Women’s book cart also contains books 
designated for children and youth.  I am highlighted one children’s 
book and one youth book.  You will be able to read them both in one 
sitting, however, both books are filled with ‘food for thought’ and worth 
the short time it will take to read them.    

The children’s book is Just for 
Today: Saint John XXIII, a 2017 
book in the category of Spiritual 
Growth.  

As a child taking his first communion, 
7-year- old Angelo Roncalli declared, 
“I want always to be good to 
everyone.”  As the years past, 
Angelo Roncalli became the beloved 
Pope John XXIII and through out his 
life he continued to be intentional about being good to everyone each 
day.   

The book is a daily reminder to live each day with LOVE and humility.  
A great morning read, before hopping out of bed. 

 

The youth book is Cinderella Liberator, 
a new 2021 youth book in the category 
of Leadership Development. 

The book has a modern twist to the 
classic tale of Cinderella.  In this 
version, Cinderella plays an active role 
in writing her own destiny.  By staying 
true to herself, and finding joy in today 
rather than ever after, Cinderella helps 

to free those around her. 

A simple read with many reminders of hope and possibility by loving 
yourself and the people around you.   
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Trustee Projects for 2021 

Stewardship is more than just giving money to the church. 
For a church, stewardship is using appropriately the gifts 
and resources that we have. For your Board of Trustees, 
that is primarily the building. Because, yes, we will be back 
in the building this coming year. So what sorts of building 
maintenance and improvement projects are coming? 

Sound System Upgrade. Never has there been a time 
when we have depended so heavily on a sound system, so 
when microphones began cutting out in mid-sermon, it was 
a concern (for some people). The problem is that our old 
analog microphones use a frequency that has recently 
been opened up to more traffic. The solution is to shift to 
digital microphones and upgrade our sound system. The 
microphones have already been installed, and another 
component is on order. Over 2021, we will do a complete 
upgrade.  

Fellowship Hall Carpet. I know it’s been a while, but 
remember the unraveling strips peeling up (and being 
snipped back) on the carpet? Many of you remember when 
that carpet was installed, but it’s been longer than you 
remember. The Trustees are taking bids on replacement. 

LED Lights. This is a continuing process, moving all the 
lights in the building to energy-efficient LED lights. The 
hallways, office, and Fellowship Hall have been done. The 
kitchen and the education wing are next. (Through the 
“Focus on Energy” program, we are receiving rebates to 
help pay for this.) 

Boilers. This one’s major. Our current boilers are working. 
In fact, they seem to be working better this year than last 
year. But they are old and will need to be replaced before 
too long - ideally before it’s 20 below on a Sunday 
morning. The Trustees have begun soliciting bids for new, 
high-efficiency systems, because it’s better to know than 
not to know. No, we don’t have a time-line on this one, but 
don’t worry. When we decide to move ahead and buy new 
boilers, you’ll hear about it. We promise. 

Most of the time, you don’t hear about the Trustees, 
because of the work that they do is behind the scenes, and 
because they tend not to draw attention to themselves. But 
every now and then we should be reminded that we are 
only able to meet and worship together because they have 
done their job and done it well.  

Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through Dec. 13 
 
In memory of:  Lena Thompson; 

 Donor:  Joyce Simpson; Designated 

for:  Radio Ministry 

 Donors:  Margaret and Len Larsen; 

Designated for:  Music Ministry; 

 

In memory of:  Bob Schneider; 

 Donors:  Paul and Virginia Hilbrich; 

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

 

Special Gifts 

Given by:  Margaret and Len Larsen; In 

honor of Edna Sahs and Jennifer 

Lohmann; Designated for:  Music 

Ministry and Radio Ministry; 

 

Meaningful Christmas Gifts 

Given by:  John and Margaret Melrose in 

memory of Stanley and Edna Melrose 

and Gail and Virginia Hansis; 

Given by:  Bonnie and Lon Piper in 

memory of Marcy and Ron Hennig and 

Lloyd and Jeanette Piper; 

Given by:  Greg and Brenda Wallace in 

memory of Allan Moy and Norman 

Wallace; 

Given by:  Ken and Carol Brownell in 

memory of Elwood and Irene Brownell – 

given by families; and in memory of 

George and Trudy Johnson - given by 

children; 

Given by:  Rachel Capozzi in memory of 

Bob and Barb Kindschi; 

Given by:  Dick and Linda Keepers in 

memory of Henry and Susan Pynnonen 

and Edward and Elizabeth Keepers; 

Given by:  Mary Kay and Ray Francis in 
honor of Jill and Al Weisenbeck for their 
help at the farm. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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Financial Report through November 

Can we just start by saying thank you? 

Below is the financial statement through November of 2020. Those of you who enjoy reading 
spreadsheets feel free to go there first, but for the rest, here is the summary. In November, the gifts 
received by Lake Street United Methodist Church were about $15,000 higher than gifts in the same 
month of last year. Your generosity was such that we pulled out of the hole and ended the month 
over $21,000 in the black. Now, over $16,000 of that comes from increase in the Parsonage Fund 
investment, which is included in this accounting, because it is designated for use for operating 
expenses. But even if you subtract that investment gain, we are over $5,000 in the black, before 
December. Nobody on the Finance Committee can remember a year when we weren’t hoping that 
the traditionally strong December giving would be what pulled us out of the hole. 

A significant part of this giving was new, gifts from non-members around the state who have been 
joining our online worship services and who felt inspired to support the church that had become 
important to them during the long days of pandemic restrictions (see article on p. 2). But even 
without those gifts, our church’s giving is higher this year than last year, something that has been 
rare over the past, say, 40 years. 

Add to all this that we are fully caught up in our 
Apportionment support of the ministries of the Wisconsin 
Conference. For the past three years we have committed to 
paying those in full, monthly, in twelve equal payments. We 
have also continued individual support of mission projects 
over and above our mission giving. We’ll try to have a full 
report of that giving next month.  

Can we just end by saying thank you? 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication for 
members and friends of the Lake 
Street United Methodist Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz--Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the Month issue 
(mailed on date need to be  
received no later than DATE 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
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Conference Update 

Not everyone grew up Methodist (I know! Sad, right?) and so not 

everyone knows how important “Connection” is to Methodists. Who is 

this “Conference” that we talk about? What does a bishop do? What 

are “apportionments”? Why do we send $60,000 a year to some 

office in Sun Prairie? (All right, to be fair, some Methodists ask that, 

too.) 

Well, first of all, our “apportionments” are one of the ways that we 

support ministries beyond our community. Some of that money goes 

to ministries in Wisconsin (United Methodist Children’s Services in 

Milwaukee, Harbor House in Superior, etc.), some goes to worldwide 

ministries, and yes some goes to pay for administrative expenses for 

the church. These aren’t dues; these are part of our mission giving. 

So here’s some of what the Conference (the affiliated United 

Methodist churches of Wisconsin) has done recently: 

Training: Early in the pandemic, the conference provided free 

webinars for all pastors on how to design effective online worship 

experiences. This month, on January 23, they are providing a 

webinar on how to rethink “Radical Hospitality” in our new context. 

This one is for everyone, not just for the clergy, and again it is free. 

(Well, not free. Rather, it is paid for by our apportionment giving.) 

Leadership support: Last spring, when the CARES act (Pandemic 

Relief) offered financial support to enable businesses and churches 

to pay salaries to people working reduced hours, the conference 

guided us through the process. Last Sunday, your online worship was 

led by the conference leadership - a chance for overstressed pastors 

to take some end-of-year vacation time. Finally, recognizing that one 

of the dangers of the pandemic was the danger of isolation and 

depression, our District Superintendent (Barbara Certa-Werner) has 

held weekly Zoom check-ins with the pastors in this district, just to 

make sure we were all right. 

Financial Support: “Wespath” which is the name of the United 

Methodist pension board, located in Nashville, Tennessee, 

recognized that many churches were going to struggle financially 

during the shut-downs and voted to use some of their invested funds 

to pay a part of the monthly pension donations for all United 

Methodist ministers from July through December. Moreover, just as a 

one time gift, they paid Pastor Jerry’s health insurance premium for 

December.  

In our isolation this year, it could have been easy to feel that we were 

not connected to others. But we are. It’s who we are as Methodists. 

 






