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Ending Crisis Mode 
Pastor Jerry 

 
Over the past years, as we’ve had US troops in the Middle East, you’ve probably 
seen this scene on the television news: a US soldier in desert fatigues and body 
armor, heavily armed and watchful, patrols a bombed-out city landscape, while 
in the background – just visible over the soldier’s shoulder – some neighborhood 
boys are playing soccer in an open area between ruined buildings. How can they 
do that? Don’t they know how dangerous that city is? How could their parents let 
them go out and play in that hellscape?  

Obviously I don’t know what those children or their parents are thinking, but here 
is my guess. Yes, I think they know how dangerous it is, even better than do the 
foreign soldiers who patrol the streets. The soldiers have body armor and will get 
to go home after a tour of duty, after all, while the children have no protection 
and nowhere else to go. They aren’t playing soccer because they think they’re 
safe; they are playing soccer because they’ve given up on the idea of ever being 
safe again, and playing soccer is better than hiding for the rest of their lives. 
When the war started, I’m sure that those families hid inside to wait it out, but 
when “soon it will all be over” was no longer credible, then the only choice they 
had was either to give up entirely or begin living their lives as best they could in 
the world they had. So they got out the soccer balls.   

When Covid-19 (Alpha variant) hit the world in early 2020, we shut down to wait 
it out. Well, we didn’t just sit. We scrambled to figure out new ways to work and 
worship and shop and go to school from home, but we also were convinced it 
was temporary. Soon it would all be over and things would go back to normal. 
By summer at the latest. And then by winter. When 2021 arrived, we all sighed 
with relief that that horrible 2020 was over. 2021 would be better. And then we 
got vaccines, and we rejoiced. Now the pandemic would be defeated! We just 
had to wait it out. 

When did it first occur to you that the pandemic was never going to be “over,” in 
the sense of things returning to the way they were? For me it sank in last fall, 
when the Delta variant arrived, and that realization brought with it several 
months of low-level depression. But now, well into the next variant, I’m feeling 
better. Why would I feel better? Omicron is awful! Because I’ve decided to stop 
operating in crisis mode. I’m no longer making plans around “All right, what can 
we do to hold church together until things get better?” because I don’t know that 
things are going to get better. Instead, I’m making plans on the assumption that 
the world we’re living in now is the same world we are called to minister in.  

For instance, the CHRISTIANITY 101 class that I began last month was 
conceived early last fall as an in-person class with an online option. But by the 
time I planned it, it was an online class, with an in-person option. I imagine all 
the classes I teach now will be planned that way. Among the United Methodist 
Churches in the Chippewa Valley, we are beginning an intentional effort to join 
forces in mission and ministry, because the old world when we were all 
separate, independent, self-supporting churches feels almost quaint now (see 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 
Sermon Series: Noontime of the Idols 

 

Saturday-Sunday, February 5-6  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Power of Nature”  
Scripture: Hosea 2:2-8 
 

Saturday-Sunday, February 12-13  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “When Men Were Men” 
Scripture: Luke 7:36-50 

 
Saturday-Sunday, February 19-20 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Social Justice” 
Scripture: Mark 14:3-9 
 

Saturday-Sunday, February 26-26 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Alternative to Idolatry” 

Scripture: Mark 12:28-34 
 

 
Ash Wednesday, March 2 - 6:30pm  

 
A service of reflection and repentance 

 
 

*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s 
table, because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

page 10). We have reduced our in-person Sunday services down to just 
one, and we’ve added a Saturday online service and, just a month ago, 
began streaming to YouTube as well as to our Facebook platform, 
because online is where expansion is possible now. We are beginning to 
make our plans for the world we have rather than the world we wish 
would return. 

I was talking about this transition in my thinking to my wife Rebecca – 
who, you remember, is a counselor by profession. She said, “Yes, crisis 
mode is not sustainable.” 

Maybe someday some of the things that we’ve lost will come back. 
Maybe we’ll have unmasked in-person crowds, and everyone will feel 
safe. Maybe we’ll have children running around underfoot on Sunday 
morning instead of watching us on a screen with their family. That’d all be 
great. In the meantime, though, who’d like to play soccer in the ruins with 
me? 

(Continued from page 1)  
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
February Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, Feb. 16 for   

Thursday, Feb. 24  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;    ❑ Feb 6 (radio and/or flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)  ❑ Feb 13 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Feb 20 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ Feb 27 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________ 

In Memory of: _____________      

In Honor of:________________    

In Recognition of: _________________   

 

The Communion Question 

One of our church’s stated goals and values is “inclusive welcome.” This 
goal has had its effect on our Communion practices in various ways. 
First, we began offering gluten-free bread. Then, because sending gluten-
intolerant people to a separate station didn’t really feel inclusive, we 
moved to only using gluten-free bread. (Important lesson here: 
Sometimes being inclusive means putting up with something that isn’t 
your own preference. Inclusion is about making everyone able to 
participate, not about satisfying everyone’s tastes.)  

All this disappeared when Covid-19 came, and one of the minor 
revolutions of the pandemic was that we all became more aware of 
germs. When we re-opened to in-person worship, we began using the 
individually packaged Communion kits. Some like them and say we 
should just use them forever. Others feel exactly the opposite, and some 
won’t use them at all for fear of spilling grape juice on everything. Now, as 
we tiptoe back toward some level of normality, your worship team has an 
interesting problem. What will Communion look like going forward? It’s 
hard to imagine going back to everyone dipping their fingers in a common 
cup (intinction), but what then? No, we don’t know exactly yet, but be 
patient with us as we experiment over the months to come. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Care for the Grieving 
 

One of the challenges of the church through the Covid 
lockdowns has been to care for each other. Visiting 
hospitals has been only occasionally and briefly 
possible, and visiting the homebound makes less sense 
when everyone is homebound. 

But perhaps the greatest challenge has been to comfort 
the grieving. A funeral can be an important part of a 
grieving process, a time when those who love the 
mourner can gather around and be physically present in 
care. But over and over funerals have been delayed, 
then delayed again, or just cancelled. Even before the 
pandemic, it was becoming more common for families to 
have no funeral at all. That may become the norm in the 
future.  

Which only means that we need to find other ways to 
“cry with those who cry” (Rom. 12:15). Here are the 
names of those of our membership who have died since 
the pandemic began. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been able to have services for some of these, 
but not for most. Some are rescheduled; others may 
never be. As you look at the list above, who do you 
know who is grieving that person, who might be glad to 
hear from you?  

The reality is that our care for others should always go 
beyond the immediate comfort at a funeral. As we go 
forward in the world that lies (somewhere) over the 
pandemic, let us build new habits of care. You’re already 
doing it (see notes at right). Is there someone we’ve 
missed. Write a note. Make a call. Thank you. 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Kathy Jewell 
Bob Schneider 

Betty Taggart 
Lena Thompson 

Bob Darling 
Harry Owen 
Bert Chatterson 
Sam Retallick 

Dave Stratton 
James Hallbeck 
Bruce Rasmussen 

Dottie Carpenter 

Sandy Hamilton 
Lorraine Potter 

Diane Boettcher 
John Anderson 

Joan Webb 
Scott Gutsch 
Carol Wick 
Lois Riley 

Margaret Dibble 
Pat Henderson 
Beatie Peterson 

Dear Lake Street Family: 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls, 
support and encouragement during my 
surgery and recovery.  We have deeply 
appreciated the ways you have traveled this 
journey with us. 

Also thanks to Pastor Jerry, music staff, office 
staff, liturgists, choirs, video and sound 
operators, and all who have worked hard to 
make the worship available to all of us 
without the risk of being exposed to 
Covid.  These worship experiences were a 
valuable and important part of our recovery 
and during the pandemic.   

We are looking forward to in-person worship 
and other gatherings when all can be and feel 
safe. 

  Blessings to all, 
   Dave and Jackie Kruse 

 
A profound thanks to those who remembered 
me when they heard that Margaret has 
passed on to a place where she will remem-
ber who I am when very soon we shall meet 
again and she’ll call me by name. 
 
    Birney Dibble 

To the Lake Street UMC Community 

Just wanted to say thank you so much for 
your kind expressions of sympathy on the 
death of my husband, John.  I appreciate 
your cards and calls as well as your thoughts 
and prayers.   I feel very fortunate to have 
such caring friends at LSUMC. 

    Kathy Anderson 

PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST 

February 20! Yes, we 

plan to hold it. 
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ARCW Wish List for 
February: Canned Fruit 

Consider supporting our local 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry during 
the month of February by 
donating canned fruit. Your 
efforts will help clients of the 
resource center who are 
presently combating HIV/AIDS. 
Please place your items in the 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry box 
located near the entrance to 
Fellowship Hall. Your efforts and 
continued support are always 
appreciated! 

     Thanks to those Lake Street 
members who donated 90+ rolls 
of bathroom tissue in December. 
The ARCW Food Pantry was 
also happy to receive the 
additional gifts of mashed 
potatoes, canned fruit, macaroni 
and cheese, coffee, fruit juice, 
chips and more! You continually 
support folks throughout our 
community every month.  Thanks 
so much for your tireless efforts! 

 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     
 
 

Buy Scrip 
Support 
LSUMC 

      

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Monthly Mission Offering (Loose Change): 
Disaster Relief Flood Buckets 

Once again this February, we will be collecting money with which to 

assemble flood buckets. These are 5-gallon buckets filled with a list 

of the things most useful in cleaning up after a flood emergency. 

Once assembled, these are taken to the Midwest Mission Distribution 

Center in Northern Illinois, a United Methodist supply center for 

disaster relief and other mission projects. They will then be issued to 

Volunteers In Mission disaster relief projects as needed. 

Our trained shoppers from the Mission Team will purchase the items, 

using the MMDC list, and we will deliver them to the Annual 

Conference meeting in June in Green Bay. Sometime between now 

and then, we hope that 

Covid will allow us to 

come together to 

assemble them. But the 

first step is to collect 

money. Gifts given 

through the “Monthly 

Mission Offering” tab on 

the online giving portal 

in February (and March) 

will go for this project. 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

February 16 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

March 16 (9:00am-2:00pm) 

April 14  (9:00am-2:00pm) 

May 27  (9:00am-2:00pm) 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact Tom 

Stanford. 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be March 13-19. 

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 



 

 

CHRISTIANITY 101 

We continue our Sunday morning class that 

surveys the key teachings of Christianity in their 

historical context. This is an online class, so to join 

it online remember to let the office know that you 

are interested and give us the email address to 

which to send the link. (The easiest way would be 

simply to email that information to Pastor Jerry at 

pastor@lakestreetumc.org.) But for those who 

would prefer, Pastor Jerry will be teaching this 

online class from the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 am 

Sunday morning, and you are welcome to 

attend in person as well. The last four topics are: 

 Feb 6  “How Should Faith Relate to 

    Society?” 

 Feb 13 “How Are People ‘Saved’?” 

 Feb 20 “How Do We Know What Is True?” 

Children! Parents! 

Most of our parents are keeping their children 
at home for Covid safety, as we have been 
encouraging for the past couple of years, but as 
we look toward a gradual transition to in-person 
classes eventually, our Preschool / Children’s 

workers Nola and Olivia 
have prepared some basic 
age-flexible Sunday School 
lessons and will be able to 
stay after worship to lead 
classes whenever there are 
children.     
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

THANK YOU TO KENNA SZYMANSKI 

One of the leaders who has helped guide our 

ministry and programming through the 

pandemic era is Kenna Szymanski, as our 

Ministry and Children’s Coordinator. Let’s look 

at some of the things Kenna has done in her 

time here: 

 Began and maintained the Sunday-School-

in-a-Box program in the early days of the 

shut-down. 

 Began and maintained the LSUMC 

Children’s Facebook group 

 Established a Children’s Ministry Council. 

 With the CMC, began planning a new 

children’s curriculum for our return. 

 Organized and established the Kids’ Corner 

in the sanctuary (working with the Trustees) 

 Helped organize Greeter and Usher training 

last May before we opened for in-person 

worship. 

 Worked with Staff-Parish to interview and 

hire our stellar preschool / children’s 

workers Nola and Olivia.  

Kenna has stepped down from her staff 

position at Lake Street, as she begins a new 

world of homeschooling her kids, but she plans 

to remain active in church and on the CMC 

from that new role. When you see Kenna 

again, thank her for her creativity and energy. 

Jennifer Lohmann, our Minister of Worship 

Music, is stepping into the children’s ministry 

part Kenna’s former position on an interim 

basis while we search for someone new. If you 

are interested in a half-time role planning 

children’s ministry, or know someone who 

might be, let Pastor Jerry or a member of Staff-

Parish know. 

 

If anyone’s curiosity has been 

piqued by Pastor Jerry’s cur-

rent sermon series on modern 

idols, the book to the left 

Strange Rites: New Religions 

for a Godless World, has been 

one of his primary sources. 

Burton’s research is exhaus-

tive, and her writing is clear. 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
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This month’s UMW 
birthdays 

 

1 Corinne Gjerning  
4 Carol O’Mara (80!)  
6 Margo Bolton  
10 Virginia Markin  
14 Joyce Mortt (90!) 

27 Evelyn Peterson  
 
 

FORWARD WITH THE NEW 

 

How's 2022 going?  What's new 
with you?  Perhaps not 
much.  But this year gives you a 
new chance to be part of an old 
Lake Street tradition.  The 
"Bazaar" took a different form 
last year as "Harvest 
Market".  The H M with more 
tweaking is planned to be held 
this fall.   It will be at the usual 
time, so mark October 15 on 
your '22 calendar. Start now to 
make your plan for projects to 
donate to the sale.  Perhaps a 
knit or crocheted scarf, 
embroidered pillowcases, wood-
working, or a practice run of a 
new cookie recipe could be done 
these chilly months.  Let's get 
active now to make our H M a 
warm success.  

UMW NEWS 

 

There will be no UMW meeting during February.  We will gather 
together on March 16, 2022 for a presentation by our District 
Superintendent, Barbara Certa-Werner. 

 

United Methodist Women’s 2021 Financial News 

Below you will find Lake Street UMW’s contributions to mission and 
community projects during 2021.  In this second year of the Pandemic we 
were again able to meet our goals because of the resilience and dedication of 
our members. These gifts were made possible by the pledges of UMW 
members, and the profits from the Harvest Market, Treasure in the Trunk 
sale and quilts made.  A big “thank you” to all who contributed their time, 
talents, money and prayers to fulfill the mission purpose of UMW. 
 
 

 
 

Note – Special Mission Recognition gifts were given in honor of the Health 
Dept. Directors of Eau Claire, Chippewa and Dunn counties:  Lieske Giese, 
Angela Wiedeman and K.T. Gallagher.  In addition to the monetary gift 
given to missions, each recipient received a pin and certificate of recognition 
at the County Board meetings.  

  Report compiled by Julie Holzinger, Lake St. UMW treasurer 

Pledge to Missions $7000.00 

Special gifts to mission & gifts in memory   $200.00 

Special Mission recognition gifts ( *see Note below)   $120.00 

World Thank offering   $630.00 

Community Table   $350.00 

Chippewa Valley Free Clinic   $250.00 

Family Promise of Chippewa Valley (Beacon House)   $300.00 

Bolton Refuge House   $300.00 

Western Dairyland Services   $100.00 

Salvation Army – Carelink   $200.00 

Feed My People food bank   $200.00 

St. Francis Food bank   $100.00 

Sojourner House   $200.00 

United Methodist Children’s Services   $350.00 

Harbor House Crisis Shelter   $350.00 

Northcott Neighborhood House   $350.00 

The Hub Homeless Services   $100.00 

Meaningful Christmas   $100.00 

Annual Spanish language Upper Room subscription for His-
panic ministry 

  
  $154.80 

  
Total monetary gifts for 2021 

  
$11,354.80 
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Mission Giving and Support in 2021 

 
On the right and at the bottom of this page are reports on the church’s general and memorial funds, but over 
this year, you gave a lot more than that. Each month has a special offering, designated for a different mission 
cause. Others of you gave gifts through the church for special needs, like disaster relief. Our own Lake Street 
UMC Foundation gave a mission grant of $836, and when we finished fiscal year 2020 with a surplus, our 
Church Council transferred $10,000 to our “Mission Fund,” which is managed by our Mission Team. Here are 
the ways that our Mission Team used those resources in 2021. 

 

 

Mission Fund Giving:     $29,593.19 
UMW Mission Giving (from p. 7): $11,354.80 
 
Total Mission Giving: $40,947.99 

Ministry to Unhoused People 

Chippewa Valley Homeless Ministry $1,120.00 

Family Promise / Beacon House $499.63 

The HUB (help to renovate an old motel for  

 transitional living) $2,000.00 

Eau Claire Area School District 

 Homeless Program $9,687.95 

Total: $13,307.58 

Feeding Ministries 

The Community Table $1,000.00 

Feed My People (Pop-Up Pantries) $6,197.55 

Total: 

 $7,197.55 

Disaster Relief 

Flood Buckets / Midwest Mission: $2,043.00 

UMCOR: $3,896.06 

Total: $5,939.06 

Emergency Help 

CareLink (Salvation Army) $600.00 

Helping Hands (LSUMC) $260.59 

Total: $860.59 

Other 

Good Neighbor Project: $595.00 

Eau Claire Free Clinic: $224.88 

Mujilla Falls (Zambia): $800.00 

Bridge Builders (Refugees): $668.53 

Total: $2,288.41 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through January 16 

 
In memory of: Pat Henderson; 

Donors: Steve and Becky Lasure, Ellen 

Prellwitz, Carol Lamirande, Ron and 

Corinne Gjerning; Designated for: 

Radio; 

Donor: Bev Maser; For: Community 

Table; 

Donors: Carol and Gary Mooney; 

Undesignated; 

 
In memory of: Carol Wick; 

Donors: Peter and Barbara Nelson; For: 

Radio; 

In memory of: Beatie Peterson; 

Donors: Steve and Becky Lasure, Carol 

Lamirande; Designated for: Radio; 

Donors: Carol and Gary Mooney; 

Undesignated; 

Donor: Bev Maser; For: Community 

Table; 

In memory of: Rocky; 

Donor: Bev Maser; For: Community 

Table; 

In memory of: Margaret Dibble; 

Donors: Don and Sharon Southard, Ron 

and Corinne Gjerning; For: Radio; 

Donor: Bev Maser; For: Community 

Table; 

Donors: Carol and Gary Mooney, Jennie 

Stratton; Undesignated; 

In memory of: Patricia Wallace; 

Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for: 

Community Table; 

Donor: Julie Holzinger; Designated for: 

Radio Ministry; 

In memory of: John Anderson; 

Donors: Peter and Barb Nelson; 

Designated for: Radio Ministry; 

Special Gifts 

Radio Ministry gifts given by: Patricia 
Anderson, Carol O’Mara, Dorothy Elliott. 

 

 

End of Year Financial Report, 2021 

No aspect of church life has been studied so intently as church 
giving. This is a problem, actually; it would say something more 
positive about us if the most studied aspect were prayer or mission 
activity. Nevertheless, where there are studies there is usually 
something to learn. One interesting thing that some of those 
studies show is that church leaders tend to underestimate the 
generosity of their congregations. Pastors, in particular, tend to 
assume that the church members give out of grudging duty or, 
worse, for the tax benefits. In fact, among actual givers duty is a 
relatively low reason to give, and tax breaks are almost a non-
factor.  

But even realizing that givers are a lot more selfless than some 
think, this year has been an education in generosity. Your gifts 
throughout the year have consistently surpassed expectations, and 
December was no exception, with the result that we ended 2021 
with a $55,000 surplus. Now we have to peel some of that back. 
$13,000 of that represents capital gains in the Parsonage Fund, 
which pays part of the pastor’s housing allowance, but that still 
gives us a $42,000 surplus. Then we can discount the $39,000 of 
our PPP loan, which became a grant in 2021, and we still ended 
the year $3,000 to the good. (See spreadsheet on p. 8) 

All this in a year in which we only met in person half the year and 
in which we installed a new energy efficient furnace to the tune of 
$100,000 and in which  we gave a significant amount directly to 
mission projects beyond our budget (see opposite page) AND in 
which we contributed to the mission and ministry of the larger 
church by paying our full apportionments to the Wisconsin 
Conference. Do you know what you have done? You have made 
Finance Committee meetings kind of fun. The age of miracles has 
not passed. Thank you. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

SCRIP End of Year Report 

For those who don’t know, SCRIP is the program by which mem-

bers buy gift cards for local businesses, and the church keeps a 

percentage of the profits - anywhere from 2% to 10%. Thus we can 

give to the church while doing our normal shopping. The pandemic 

has been hard on the program, cutting out nearly all of the normal 

Sunday sales. If Dave Doxsie hadn’t begun delivering cards to 

homes (and some businesses) we might have had to end the pro-

gram all together. Thank you, Dave. 

Even with those challenges, though, the LSUMC SCRIP sold 

$84,575 worth of cards, for which (using their discounts) they had 

purchased for $81,693.49. There were also some expenses and a 

few rebates received, with the result that SCRIP ended the year 

with $2,675.86 for the church. 

This coming year, the SCRIP sales have been designated to sup-

port disaster relief efforts through the United Methodist Committee 

on Relief (UMCOR). If you haven’t made a habit of stopping by the 

SCRIP table on Sunday, this could be your year to start. 
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CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

Chippewa Valley Collaborative 

This month’s newsletter is full of good news about our congregation, 
things we have been able to do despite the challenges of the pandemic 
and the financial stability we have been able to maintain. We should 
celebrate all this. But that does not mean that we have faced no 
challenges or experienced no losses. All churches have. United 
Methodist churches across the country, have been watching numbers 
and influence diminish for decades, and the hardships of the past two 
years have generally hastened that decline in our denomination. 

The difficulties of the Covid era have been especially hard on smaller 
churches, which includes most of the churches in the Chippewa Valley. 
With this in mind, the United Methodist Churches of this area have 
begun meeting to brainstorm ways that we can better support each 
other. There is no reason to think everything’s going to snap back to the 
way it was before March of 2020, so what might we do differently in the 
days and years ahead. Or to put it more bluntly: 

What are things that our churches could do better  

together than any of us can do alone? 

The pastors of the Chippewa Valley have met twice to think about this 
question, and the Lake Street Ministry Team meeting focused on it last 
month. Below are some of the ideas that have been brought up: 

 Short-term mission projects / trips 

 Maintaining an ongoing community ministry 

 A shared Confirmation program 

 Special children’s events (e.g. a monthly “Messy Church”) 

 Special interest groups (e.g. a fellowship group for families 
with small children, grief support group, hobby groups) 

 An area-based (rather than local church-based) United 
Methodist Women’s circle 

 Area-wide special worship services (e.g. a “Longest Night / 
Blue Christmas” service for people grieving during the holiday 
season).  

Do you have other ideas? Methodist churches, in many ways, were 
strongest during the time when they were small congregations working 
together with and depending on each other. 

 

YouTube Worship 

We have all grown used to connecting to our morning worship service on 
Facebook (or— did you know this was possible? — directly from the 
church website), but not everyone is on Facebook, and not everyone 
wants to be. We have now added our livestream to YouTube. If you 
would rather connect on that platform, simply go to YouTube.com and 
search for Lake Street UMC. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

2 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

3 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

4 5 
9:00 AM  
Fellowship Hall 
In Use) 
Wallace/Avery 
Family Event 
6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

6 
9:00 AM Worship with Communion (sanctuary) 

with livestream on Facebook  

Sermon: "The Power of Nature"; 

Text: Hosea 2:2-8  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary/Room 202)  

10:15 AM Education Time (Conference Room)  

10:30 AM Christianity 101 (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside Room)  

7 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Den Meetings 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202/ 

Dockside Room)  

8 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

9 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Committee Meeting (Fireside 

Library)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

10 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

11 12 
6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

13 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook  

Sermon: "When Men Were Men";  

Text: Luke 7:36-50  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary/Room 202)  

10:15 AM Education Time (Conference Room)  

10:30 AM Christianity 101 (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

14 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge) 

Noon on – 

Fellowship Hall 

cleared  

 

 

15 
6:00 AM 

Election Site -- 

Spring Primary 

Election 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:30 PM Trustees 

(Room 202/on 

line)  

6:15 PM Finance 

Committee  

 

16 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

9:00 AM Community Table  

10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

 

17 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

18 19 
6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13th continued 

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside Room)  

14th continued 

5:30 PM  Ministry 

Night:  Worship, 

Hospitality, Spiritual 

Formation 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online) 

15th cont’d 

(Fireside 

Library/on line)  

7:00 PM 

Sanctuary In Use 

(EC Male 

Chorus)  

16th continued 

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

20 Mission Emphasis:  Disaster Relief:  Flood 
Buckets 
8:30 AM Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook  

Sermon: "Social Justice";  

Text: Mark 14:3-9  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary/Room 202)  

10:15 AM Education Time (Conference Room)  

10:30 AM Christianity 101 (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

21 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Den Meetings 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202/ 

Dockside Room)  

22 
7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

23 
10:00 AM Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body Class)  

1:30 PM Room 202/Fireside 

Library In Use (Early 

Memory Loss Support 

Group)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)  

24 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30 AM Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  

25 26 
8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

In Use (Pack 

127 Blue and 

Gold Banquet 

and Pinewood 

Derby)  

10:00 AM 

Room 202 In 

Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support 

Group)  

6:00 PM Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

27 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with livestream 

on Facebook  

Sermon: The Alternative to Idolatry";  

Text: Mark 12:28-34  

10:00 AM Fellowship and Scrip (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15 AM Education Time (Conference Room)  

10:30 AM Christianity 101 (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00 PM Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On The 

Run)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 (Dockside Room)  

28 
10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Brain and Body 

Class)  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

6:00 PM Church 

Council 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Meeting (Room 202)  
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