
 

 

Your Organization 

Circuit 
Rider 

  December 2022 

www.lakestreetumc.org 

“CHRIST  

FOLLOWERS  

LIVING GOD’S 

LOVE” 

 

SUNDAY  
SCHEDULE  

 
 

9:00 AM 
WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON,  
BY RADIO (WMEQ 

92.1), AND ON 
FACEBOOK AND  

YOUTUBE 

 

 
STAY CONNECTED 
THROUGH OUR 
WEEKLY LAKE 
STREET  
CONNECTIONS 
NEWSLETTER SENT 
OUT VIA EMAIL AND         
FACEBOOK EVERY 
THURSDAY   
AFTERNOON.   
 
VISIT 
LAKESTREETUMC. 
ORG TO SIGN UP 
OR SEND AN EMAIL 
TO  
COMMUNICATIONS 
@LAKESTREETUMC
.ORG 
 
 
LAKE STREET UMC IS 
ONE OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST  
CHURCHES OF   
CHIPPEWA VALLEY:   
ALTOONA, ANSON,  
AUGUSTA, BLOOMER, 
CADOTT, CHAPEL 
HEIGHTS, HALLIE,  
HOLCOMBE, HOPE, 
JIM FALLS, LAKE 
STREET, NEW  
AUBURN, PLEASANT 
VALLEY, STANLEY, 
THORP, TRINITY, & 
ZION. 
 
 

 

Festival and Daily Faith 
Pastor Jerry 

 
In the stories that I told in October about the Babylonian 
Exile and the return to Jerusalem, I mentioned several 
times how the faith of the Jewish people changed as a 
result of their exile experience. Before that event, it 
appears that the religious life of the Jews revolved 
around several key religious festivals that were to be 
celebrated in Jerusalem. The books of Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy both devote considerable space to these 
events: Passover, the Feast of Booths, the Day of 
Atonement, and so on. All Israelites who could make 

the journey were expected to appear at the temple for those festivals, but in 
between those dates, we don’t see many specific religious duties for the people.  

But, when Jerusalem and the temple had been destroyed and the people 
transported to Babylon, obviously the old festival-based religion had to change. 
So the people began inventing what would eventually be called the synagogue, 
a weekly Sabbath-day gathering for prayer and study of scripture. What festivals 
were observed were moved to the family setting, and thus Passover became a 
family feast instead of a city-wide celebration. The practice of one’s faith became 
a part of daily life, not just a special event. 

Here we see two archetypal poles of religious observance. Some faiths and 
denominations and believers focus on the periodic special events of the faith: 
Christmas and Easter, for instance. Or Ramadan and Eid. Or Deepavali and 
Thaipusam. Others stress the day-by-day and week-by-week observance of 
faith. In Christianity, for instance, one of the lesser-known consequences of the 
Protestant Reformation was a rejection of festivals (which had become very 
important in the Roman Catholic Church) in favor of the inward day-to-day faith. 
Our Puritan ancestors in the American colonies, for instance, banned the 
celebration of Christmas. That, they felt, was Popery. True Christians worshiped 
every day and didn’t need all the pomp and frivolity of special feasts to remind 
them of their religious duties. 

Actually, I think we need both. If all we do is observe the special days – as 
Christmas and Easter Christians – then it is too easy for our faith to become a 
peripheral, insignificant part of our lives, and eventually even those special 
events become just grudging duties. On the other hand, if we ignore the special 
events, like the Puritans did, we run the risk of making our religion a joyless, 
routine drudgery with nothing particular to look forward to. Sometimes humans 
need to put the ordinary aside and just celebrate. To return to the example of the 
Bible, it appears that by the time of Jesus, the Jewish faith had found a balance 
and offered both the weekly observance and the annual festivals. We read in the 
gospels that Jesus made a point of being in synagogue every Sabbath, but also 
made regular trips to the temple for the festivals. 

And here we are in December, the month leading up to one of our great 
Christian festivals. In my sermons this month, I’ll be reflecting on what that 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Advent Sermons: Anatomy of a Festival 
 
Saturday-Sunday, December 3-4, with Communion*  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am.* Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Feasting” 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 16:13-15 
 
Saturday-Sunday, December 10-11 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Giving” 

Scripture:  Deuteronomy 15:7-11 
 
Saturday-Sunday, December 17-18, Music Sunday 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Singing” 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 5:11-14 
 

 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 

 
2:00 pm.  An IM Church Christmas Eve 
  In Fellowship Hall 
 
4:00 and 7:00 pm.  Traditional Christmas Eve Service with 

Candle Lighting and Communion* 

Livestreamed on the Lake Street Facebook page and YouTube 

Christmas Story: “Uncle Bill and Carla” 
 
Sunday, December 25, with Communion*  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am.* Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Putting Bathsheba Back in Christmas” 

Scripture: Matthew 1:1-17 
 
 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

means and what we can gain from embracing the special times and why 
we need such celebrations. Most of the year I talk about ways to improve 
our daily walk with Christ, but sometimes we need to stop just plodding 
along the seemingly endless road and start skipping. Sometimes we need 
to take off the hiking shoes and put on our dancing slippers. Merry 
Christmas everyone. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
January Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, Dec 21 for   

Wednesday, Dec 29 
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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RADIO SERVICE SUPPORT 

   $155/week     

 ❏ December 4      ❏ December 18  

 ❏ December 11    ❏ December 25   

       

Given by: __________________   In Memory of: ____________________  

In Honor of:________________ In Recognition of: _________________  

Christmas Worship  

Christmas is a worship-heavy time in the church, which is another thing to 

love about the Christmas season. Below are this year’s worship offerings. 

November 27 — Advent and Christmas decorating in the sanctuary, right 

after the 9:00 worship service.  

December 11 — Strings of celebration. Worship music will be enhanced this 

Sunday by a visiting harp ensemble. 

December 18 — Music Sunday! Our semiannual celebration of worship 

through music at Lake Street, featuring all of our choirs and ensembles. 

December 21, 7:00pm — Blue Christmas / Longest Night Worship. A 

service for those who are grieving this Christmas season. This special 

service is a joint service of the Chippewa Valley United Methodist Con-

gregations and will be held this year at Hope UMC. (See article on p. 4.) 

An Inclusive Ministry Christmas Eve, 2:00pm — Once again this year IM 

Church will hold its own Christmas Eve service, a chance to tell (and en-

act) the Christmas story in the Fellowship Hall. (See article p. 4) 

Traditional Christmas Eve Services, 4:00 and 7:00pm — Our usual 

Christmas Eve services are back at their regular times, with Communion 

and Candlelighting. Both services will be streamed on Facebook and 

YouTube this year.  

Christmas Day Communion— This year Christmas falls on a Sunday, and 

we’ll be here with a formal Communion service, and a very short sermon. 

New Year’s Day Covenant Renewal Service—Our Sunday morning ser-

vice on January 1 will follow John Wesley’s practice of renewing our  

covenant with Christ at the beginning of each year. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Blue Christmas / Longest Night 

Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 pm 

Hope United Methodist Church 

 

The bells and carols and feasting and festive 

clothes and gift giving are all part of what makes 

the Christmas season special. And to some, these 

same things make the season extraordinarily 

hard. When you have lost someone you love, 

every new Christmas sound or sight or smell is a 

reminder of that person who used to share those 

pleasures with you. But how do you cry when 

everyone around you is laughing? 

The only people who would understand how you 

feel are others who are bearing the same burden. 

And that’s how the Blue Christmas / Longest Night 

Service was born. Churches bring people together 

to celebrate Christmas in gatherings where joy 

acknowledges grief, where music stirs both delight 

and aching, where worshipers are free either to 

laugh or to cry. 

This year the United Methodist Churches of the 

Chippewa Valley are joining together for a Blue 

Christmas service on Wednesday, December 21, 

the longest night of the year. The service will be a 

quiet one, with singing and prayers led by the 

pastors of the Valley. Pastor Jerry will read his 

story, “The Grievers,” and then the service will be 

followed with a time of refreshments and getting to 

know each other.  

If you are among those who are quietly 

swallowing your grief while everyone else decks 

the halls, we invite you to a time of worship 

without expectations, without demands. Or if you 

know someone in this position, bring them to 

Hope UMC (2233 Golf Road) at 7pm on 

December 21. If you would like to bring a 

Christmas treat to share, you are welcome to do 

so, but mostly bring yourself. 

Dear Lake Street Family, 

Dealing with the loss of Bev has been 
hard.  Very hard. But the smiles, hugs and 
cards I've received from those who knew her 
have helped to ease the pain. You Lake Street-
ers are an awesome bunch.  Thank you. 
 
  Al Olson 

An IM Church Christmas 

Inclusive Ministry Church, the ecumenical 

worship service designed for adults with 

disabilities (but welcoming everyone) is 

back up and running on the third Sunday 

afternoon of every month. But on Christmas 

Eve, Lake Street sponsors a special edition 

of IM Church, at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

This is now the third or fourth year of this 

service, and it has already formed its own 

traditions. It is about 50% a living nativity 

scene and about 50% an interactive telling 

of the Christmas story.  

“Inclusive Ministry” means a lot of things. 

For instance, it means that we try to offer 

different kinds of worship that so as to in-

clude everyone. But it also means that no 

matter what sort of worship we are doing, 

all are welcome.  
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ARCW Wish List for  

December: Meal in a Can 

 

Join others from Lake Street 
in donating a can of beef stew, 
soup, spaghetti, etc. to the 
AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry. Your 
donation of one can of 
nourishing food helps assist 
area families challenged by 
HIV/AIDS. Place your donated 
items in the ARCW box 
outside Fellowship 
Hall.  
 
Thanks to those folks who 
donated canned fruit during 
October!  Your ongoing 
support is greatly appreciated 
by the Pantry! 

 

  

 

SCRIP Earnings are 

going to Feed My 

People 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings are 

to be designated to help those 

who are food insecure. That 

means we will be providing 

over $3000 to helping others at 

most difficult times. 

This may be a good time for 

you to start buying Scrip cards 

to help get us to $4000 this 

year. 

Buy Scrip. 

Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Meaningful Christmas:  

Eau Claire School District’s Homeless Program 

 
Lake Street has a history of supporting organizations financially at Christmas 

time through “Meaningful Christmas”.  This year the Mission Team has again 

chosen the Eau Claire Area School District’s Homeless Program.  The Eau 

Claire Area School District (ECASD) has recognized that student 

homelessness is an issue that hinders a student’s success in school and has 

developed a program to address the issue.  In the 2020-2021 school year 

241 students were classified as homeless.  On average, 250-300 ECASD 

students become homeless within each school year. The Homeless Program 

provides support for a student’s education while they are experiencing 

homelessness.  It works to connect families to community resources.  The 

program provides items ranging from school supplies to tennis shoes for gym 

class, and all the necessities to attend school ready to learn, including 

hygiene items, connections to health care needs, and transportation to and 

from school.  With this support student attendance and parent engagement 

increases.  If you would like to support student homelessness please indicate 

“Meaningful Christmas” on your donation.  In addition to monetary support, 

the homeless program needs; socks and underwear, men and women’s 

sizes.  In December, there will be a collection box at church for the socks and 

underwear.  For more information on the program it can be found at: http://

www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/District-Site/Student%20Services/ECASD-

Homeless-Program-Brochure.pdf 

 

The Mission Team also manages a designated fund, called simply the 

“Missions Fund,” consisting of gifts that have been made to the congregation 

specifically to be used for mission and service to others. This issue is so 

pressing and so important that the team 

has authorized using up to $4000 from 

that fund to match what is given by the 

congregation.  

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
 

Our next dates to cook and serve at 

the Community Table are: 

 

January 9 (9:00-2:00pm) 

February 6 (9:00-2:00pm) 

March 15 (9:00-2:00pm) 

 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, contact 

Tom Stanford at: 

tstrider73@gmail.com 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be December 11-17.  

 

To volunteer, 

contact 

Kent Gierhart. 

http://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/District-Site/Student%20Services/ECASD-Homeless-Program-Brochure.pdf
http://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/District-Site/Student%20Services/ECASD-Homeless-Program-Brochure.pdf
http://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/District-Site/Student%20Services/ECASD-Homeless-Program-Brochure.pdf


 

 

Foundations of Faith: Scripture 101 

This month we will conclude our whirlwind 
survey of scripture. This is a class that will 
be taught again, but until that time, all the 
sessions have been recorded and preserved 
on our website. Simply go to the “Spiritual 
Formation” drop down menu to find it. Thank 
you to all those who brought your questions 
and interest to our sessions over the past 
two months. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 

Our Children’s Program continues its journey 

through the Book of Genesis, beginning with 

the story told during the worship service chil-

dren’s time and continuing with activities and 

music at 10:15. This month our stories will be: 

Dec. 4  Mary and the Angel 

Dec. 11 Joseph and the Dream 

Sunday Classes resume 

On January 8. 

Faith and Froth Returns 

In September we tried something new: an 

opportunity for church people to ask their hard 

questions to a panel of pastors in an informal 

setting. About 20 people gathered in the 

Prague Meeting Room at the Lazy Monk 

Brewery to submit their questions to Pastors 

Jerry, Jen Barnet, Terri Koca, and Chris Van 

Beek.  

Those who went found it both helpful and 

enjoyable, and all agreed it was worth doing 

again. Well, Thursday, December 8, at 

6:30pm is again. Bring your questions about 

scripture, theology, or church, and the panel 

will do their best.  

Former Lake Street Pastor Publishes Book: 
Spirit Dawnings 

 
 
Rev. David Sharpe 
served Lake Street 
as an associate in 
the 1960s, and he 
has just published 
his spiritual 
autobiography in the 
hopes that others 
can see how one 
person had 
discovered The 

Spirit of God in life and look at their own lives to grow 
closer to God. The book is available at 
Spiritdawnings.com or by sending $14.00 to him at 
316 Amundson Parkway, Stoughton 53589 for an 
autographed copy. 

Barriers and Stumbling Blocks 

In January, Pastor Jerry will be starting a new ser-

mon series examining some of the traditional Chris-

tian teachings that sometimes seem to raise more 

questions than they answer. Original Sin? Sacrifi-

cial Atonement? Last Judgment? What do we do 

with stuff like that? Are there any other options? 

Come, let us 

think together 

about what our 

faith teaches, and 

maybe some 

about what it 

doesn’t teach at 

all. 



 

 

UWF News (UMW) 

At Christmas we celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, in many ways.  It is 
also a time to remember 
special memories of times 
past and create new ones for 
the future.  The UWF 

Christmas Tea offers us the opportunity to do both. 

On Wednesday, December 14, everyone is invited to meet 
in the sanctuary at 2:00 pm for a musical presentation by 
Edna Sachs and Jennifer Lohman.  The Christmas Tea will 
be held in the Fellowship Hall following the program.  UWF 
Members will have a special display of nativity scenes and 
Christmas items that have a special meaning to them.  Join 
us to worship, celebrate and enjoy the Christmas season. 
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December Birthdays 
 
 

1 Kirsten Francis  

2 Martha Fuller-90  

7 RoseMary Wollum-95  

8 Birney Dibble-97  

10 Donna Jahnke-91  

15 Bonnie Wright  

18 Judy Sheu  

18 Ellen Prellwitz  

21 Susann Staves  

24 Carol Mooney  

25 Beth Sherman  

27 Chuck Grandy  

28 Marshall Wick-95  

31-Shirley Hoffman  

31-Margaret Larsen 

 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

 Prayer Holds Us Together 

 

 One of the ways we are able to 

care for each other, whether we 

are together or not is by praying. 

If you would like to be a part of 

our regular prayer email group, 

contact Pastor Jerry. 

Norma Olson - Beverly Maser Scholarship 

Two of the most fondly remembered women of our 

congregation in the past twenty years are Norma Olson and 

Bev Maser, both of whom were utterly devoted to leading the 

church in ministry to the world. To honor these women, Al 

Olson is beginning an annual scholarship, to be awarded 

through the church, for one student every year who is preparing 

for a career in one of these helping professions: education, 

nursing, social work, or ministry. 

Al is beginning the scholarship with an initial investment, but it 

has occurred to us that others may wish to be a part of 

honoring the memory of these two women as well. Anyone who 

wishes to add to the initial investment may do so through the 

church. Many details are still being ironed out, so if you have 

questions direct them to Pastor Jerry. 
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Blood Drive Recap 

On Friday, November 11, Lake Street United Methodist Church 
hosted a very successful Blood Drive where 80 units of blood 
were garnered for the American Red Cross.  This was four units 
more than the goal for unit collection set for me by the Red 
Cross.  We had a good turnout.  Yes, there were some no 
shows and some deferrals as usual  but,  we still came out on 
top.  This drive was run very smoothly by the RC staffers 
without those long waiting times for the donors before they 
could start their mini physicals and get to the tables to donate 
that much needed blood.  And our legion of volunteers did an 

awesome job from setting up the Fellowship Hall for the drive to the registration table, the 
canteen, the wonderful buffet we serve our donors, the lunch that was prepared for the RC staff, 
the greeter, then putting all the tables and chairs back again at the end of the drive and finally 
cleaning the kitchen.  After everything was said and done, you could not tell that well over 100 
people came through during this drive from the RC staff, the volunteers and all the donors. It was 
a very good day. There were over 20 volunteers that deserve your thanks, for without them 
almost 240 lives might not be helped.  So this drive translates to lives saved and that is a big 
deal!  

We particularly thank these who helped in some way to make this drive possible:  

Barb Nelson, Linda Peterson, Cheryl Kreitlow, Jill and Al Weisenbeck, Kirsten and Kathy Gierhart, 
Margo Bolton, Veronica Marshall-Potter, Marty Fisher Blakeley, Bonnie and Bill Wright, Corinne 
Gjerning, Winnie Doxsie, Jennie Straton, Mary Rose Howard, Marlene Arntson, Jon and Diane 
Case, Steve Blashford, Dick Keepers, Mike McCluskey, Don Syzmanski, Joel Carr and Kwik Trip 
#472 

The next drive will take place on Friday, May 12, 2023.  At this time enough donors signed up to 
fill that upcoming drive completely with 81 appointments filled!   I am suspecting that the Red 
Cross will add more appointments as the drive gets closer, so if I call you, please 
respond.  Remember that one of those lives that could be helped with donated blood just might 
be your own.  

Linda Keepers – Lake Street UMC Blood Drive Coordinator 

The need for blood is constant, the gratification is instant.  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH (PART 2) 

UMCOR Donation 

Last month we reported that our Church 

Council had voted to send $10,000 to the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief, in 

response to the devastation left by Hurricanes 

Fiona and Ian in Puerto Rico and Florida. We 

also offered to add to that amount any further 

donations that you wanted to contribute give to 

that relief effort. And the donations began to roll 

in. 

In the end, Lake Street church sent UMCOR a 

check for $15,459.00.  

Blessing Box Installed   
 
Thank you for your donations on October 30, the 

beginning of our “Blessing Box.” For those who have 

missed hearing about this, think about the Little Library 

box that we have in front of our church. Our Mission 

Team has added a second box beside it, with toiletries 

and other household needs for our neighbors who are 

unhoused or financially insecure. We are looking 

specifically for: toothbrushes, solid deodorant, 

combs, chapstick, toothpaste, and wash cloths. 

You may bring other donations as well, but as we 

enter the winter season, these are the items that we 

will put out, as less likely to be ruined by being frozen. 
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through November 17 

 
MEMORIALS 

In memory of Jim Oliver; Donors: 
Marilyn and Terry Sullivan. for Radio 
Ministry 

 
In memory of Joan Gibson; Donor: 

Marlene Arntson, for Radio Ministry 
 
In memory of Dick Mitchell; Donors: 

Dick and Linda Keepers, Peter and 
Barb Nelson, for Radio Ministry 

 
In memory of Bill Fair; Donors: Jon and 

Julie Holzinger, Greg and Brenda 
Wallace, for Radio Ministry 

 
In memory of Bill Fair; Donor: Rita 

Houser Undesignated 
 
In memory of David Crowe; Donors: 

Lloyd and Florence Shepard, 
Undesignated 

 
In memory of Greg Gruman; Donor: 

Kathryn Lee, for Music Ministry 
 
SPECIAL GIFTS 
 
Donors: Anonymous and Patricia 

Anderson, for  Radio Ministry 
 
Donors: Bill and Nancy Zabel, in 

appreciation for our FaceBook 
broadcast. 

 Financial Report through October, 2022 

Finances are not the only thing to look at when assessing the 
health of a church. Not even in the top five. But when finances 
are healthy, that can be an indication of health in other areas. 
Moreover, when finances are strong, that’s one less anxiety that 
might distract a church from going about its ministry and worship. 
For all these reasons, it is wonderful to be able to report an 
amazingly strong October financially, putting us in an excellent 
spot for the rest of the year. 

At the end of September, we were about $18,400 in the red year-
to-date, which is within the realm of normal for that time of year. 
One month (and five Sundays) later, we are still in the red, but 
only by $1,875. Since the last financial report, we have made up 
over $16,000. This happened partly by keeping our expenses 
low – even utilities were under budget in October – but mostly as 
a result of your faithful generous giving. Thank you again.  

And thank you also for the pledges toward next year which have 
been coming in for weeks now, another proof – if any were 
needed – of the depth of this congregation’s commitment to 
ministry through Lake Street United Methodist Church. 

One thing worth remembering at the end of the year is that if you 
plan to itemize deductions in calendar year 2022, but not 
necessarily in 2023, you can pre-pay all or part of next year’s 
pledge in this year, but still have it counted against your 2023 
pledge. Pre-paid pledges also help to stabilize the ups and 
downs of church giving, because they are set aside in a separate 
fund in January and distributed to the Gift to God in equal 
monthly portions throughout the year.  

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the January issue 
(mailed on Dec 29) need to be 
received no later than Dec. 21. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
kath_abby@yahoo.com 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

Conference Update 

As most of you know, the 2020 General Conference of the UMC was 
postponed – and then eventually canceled – as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic. One of the ramifications of that has been that there have been 
no new bishops or bishop reassignments since 2016. In UMC polity, the 
task of selecting and assigning bishops happens at the “Jurisdictional 
Conference,” which takes place a few months after General Conference. 
With no General Conference, there have been no Jurisdictional 
Conferences, either. Thus our own Bishop Jung has just started year 
eleven of his eight-year term as bishop.  

When it was decided not to hold another GC until 2024, though, 
emergency plans were made to go ahead and hold Jurisdictional 
Conferences anyway, and the meeting of the North Central Jurisdiction 
took place last month in Indiana. At that meeting several decisions were 
made that will affect Wisconsin United Methodists.  

 Bishop Hee-Soo Jung was affirmed to complete a third term as 
our bishop. He will continue leading the Wisconsin UMC until 
2024. 

 Our current assistant to the bishop, Rev. Dan Schwerin, was 
elected to the episcopacy and appointed the new bishop of the 
Northern Illinois Conference, a position that is currently vacant. 
Dan has already wrapped up his work here in Wisconsin and has 
begun his work in Chicago. 

 The first steps were taken toward potentially combining the 
Wisconsin and Northern Illinois Conferences under one bishop. In 
the North Central Jurisdiction, these are the smallest conferences. 
Even combined, they are smaller than some others. Exactly how 
this might work is yet to be decided. It does not necessarily mean 
that the two conferences will become one; there are other models 
that might be tried. But something is almost certain to change in 
our structure after the next NC Jurisdictional meeting in the Fall of 
2024. 

 

Eau Claire Male Chorus 2022 Christmas Concert 

The Eau Claire Male Chorus proudly 
presents is 76th Annual Christmas Concert, 
“Carols at Christmas” on Saturday, 
December 3, 2 pm and 7 pm, here at 
Lake Street United Methodist Church. 
Featured guests are the Memorial High 
School Madrigals, as well as our own Ellesi, 
the LSUMC women’s ensemble, and the 
Chippewa Valley Boys Choir.  Tickets are $12 
in Advance.  $15 at the door.  Under 18 
FREE.   

Purchase tickets at Festival Food Stores, or at 
Volumeonetickets.org.  Tickets and information also at 715 720-9092. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
7:30am MAP (Men 

At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

2 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

3 
2:00pm 

Sanctuary/Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus Concert)  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on Facebook  

7:00pm 

Sanctuary/Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC Male 

Chorus Concert)  

4 
Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 

Christmas for ECASD Homeless 

Program  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Feasting"; 

Text: Deuteronomy 16:13-15  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellow Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 

102/103)  

10:15am Scripture 101 and Confirmation 

(Room 202)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 

(Rooms 101/102/103/202)  

5 
9:00am Brain and 

Body Class 

Christmas 

Gathering 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

5:00pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (Kathy 

Gierhart)  

6 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

7 
9:30am UWF Exec Comm 

(Room 202)  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8 
7:30am MAP (Men 

At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

6:30pm "Faith 

and Froth" (Lazy 

Monks)  

9 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food 

Pantry (located 

at Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

10 
6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on Facebook  

11 
Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 

Christmas for ECASD Homeless 

Program  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Giving";  

Text: Deuteronomy 15:7-11  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellow Hall)  

12 
10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

13 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

14 
2:00pm UWF Christmas 

Tea (Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall)  

5:00pm Beacon House 

Hosting  

6:00pm Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:15pm Pack 128 Comm 

Meeting (Room 202)  

15 
7:30am MAP (Men 

At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

16 
5:00pm 

Beacon House 

Hosting  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

17 
10:00am Room 202 In 

Use (Huntington's 

Disease Support Group)  

3:00pm Sanctuary In 

Use (Jennifer Lohmann 

5:00pm Beacon House 

Hosting  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (Rooms 

102/103)  

10:15am Scripture 101 and Confirmation 

Concludes (Room 202)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

6:30pm NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

18 
CHRISTMAS MUSIC SUNDAY  

Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 

Christmas for ECASD Homeless 

Program  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Singing";  

Text: 2nd Chronicles 5:11-14  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellow Hall)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00pm Fellowship Hall In Use (Moms On 

The Run)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 

(Rooms 101/102/103/202)  

19 
10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

6:00pm Church 

Council 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

20 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

21 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

First Day of Winter 

6:30pm NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00pm Longest Night 

Worship Service at 

Hope UMC  

22 
7:30am MAP (Men 

At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

23 
10:00am Drive-

Up Food 

Pantry (located 

at Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

2:00pm IM Church 

Christmas Eve Service 

(Fellowship Hall)  

4:00pm Christmas Eve 

Worship with 

Candlelight and 

Communion; 

Christmas Story "Uncle 

Bill and Carla"  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on Facebook  

7:00pm Christmas Eve 

Worship with Candles 

and Communion; 

Christmas Story: 

"Uncle Bill and Carla"  

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Mission Emphasis: Meaningful 

Christmas for ECASD Homeless 

Program  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and YouTube; 

Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Putting Bathsheba Back in 

Christmas"; Text: Matthew 1:1-17  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip (Fellow Hall)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

26 
Office Closed 
6:15pm Pack 128 

(Rooms 

101/102/103/202)  

27 
Noon -- Bulletin 

Info Deadline  

28 
1:30pm Room 

202/Fireside Library In 

Use (Early Memory Loss 

Support Group)  

6:30pm NA (Fireside 

Library)  

29 
7:30am MAP (Men 

At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  

30 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worship 

(Dockside 

Room)  

31 
6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on Facebook  
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Lake Street United Methodist Church
337 Lake Street Suite A

Eau Claire WI 54703
715-832-6603

 www.lakestreetumc.org

Dear Lake Street Members and Friends:

This Christmas season feels different from the past two, doesn’t it? 

It isn’t that Covid is entirely gone or that everything has gone back to normal, whatever
normal means.  Covid is still around, and all of us are still negotiating our own risk tolerance
levels, but as a society, the fear level has subsided, making room for more joy.  For this we
are grateful, not only to the immunologists who developed the vaccines and the doctors who
have developed new treatments, but also to the God who has seen us through it all.

So let us worship. Advent and Christmas have always been a time filled with special worship
offerings, and so it is this year as well.  As we rejoice, let us celebrate in the presence of God.
In fact, in my sermons this season, I will be talking primarily about rejoicing – why we need
times of celebration, and how to do them well.

Worship is more than what a preacher says, though. Here are some of the worship and
celebration options that the church is offering or hosting: 

December 3 2:00pm and 7:00pm. Male Chorus Christmas Concert, this year held
at Lake Street and featuring our own Ellesi women’s ensemble.

December 11 Worship music will be enhanced this Sunday by a visiting harp
ensemble.

December 18 Music Sunday! Our semiannual celebration of worship through
music at Lake Street, featuring all of our choirs and ensembles.

December 21 7:00pm — Blue Christmas / Longest Night Worship. A service for
those who are grieving this Christmas, a joint service of the
Chippewa Valley United Methodist congregations, held this year at
Hope UMC (2233 Golf Road). 

December 24 2:00 pm – IM Church Christmas Eve, in the Fellowship Hall.
4:00 and 7:00 pm – Our traditional Christmas Eve Services, with
Communion and Candle-lighting, featuring an original Christmas
story, “Uncle Bill and Carla.”

See? Things are feeling normal again.  One thing that has changed as a result of our pandemic
experience, though, is that all the worship services at Lake Street (except for the IM Church
Christmas Eve) will be livestreamed on both Facebook and YouTube. 

One thing, though, has never changed.  As always, we are including with this advent letter
an envelope for an Advent Offering, a chance for you to remember the church during this
season of gift-giving. 

Pastor Jerry Morris


