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Reset 
Pastor Jerry 
 

You’ve probably had this happen to you. 
You’re working on a jigsaw puzzle, looking for 
that one piece with that weird shape that 
ought to be easy to find, but you just can’t 
see it. Grumbling about how somebody’s 
probably hidden that piece, you go and do 
something else for a while. When you come 
back an hour later, you glance over the    
jumble and pick out the piece you were    
looking for on the first try. The same thing happens with crossword      
puzzles – my own preferred pointless pastime. I get stuck with, say, five 
answers left. I’ve read the clues twenty times. I’ve gone through every 
word that could possibly fit in those spaces, and nothing works. So I throw 
it aside for a while. When I come back, I finish the puzzle in three 
minutes. Okay, so it doesn’t always happen that way. But it happens often 
enough that I recognize the pattern. 

There’s probably a technical psychological name for this phenomenon 
(which I don’t know), but it’s not hard to see what’s going on. Our minds 
get stuck in grooves after a while, and the longer we try to solve a      
problem while our minds are in those grooves, the deeper the ruts get. If 
the problem we’re working on isn’t in the path of our groove, we’re 
doomed to fail. But when we move away and let our minds do something 
else for a while, we sometimes come back to our problem with different 
eyes, and we see that the answer was in a completely different direction. 

This is my prayer for the Church today, and for our church in particular. 
For years, even decades, you could say that we’ve been spinning our 
wheels. We’ve seen that we were declining in numbers and influence, and 
we’ve stepped on the gas, trying to do the things that have worked in the 
past, but do them better, stronger, faster. Various church leaders have 
expressed the feeling that there had to be a better way to do church, but 
so long as we were in our grooves, spinning away, nothing occurred to 
us. And, of course, because we couldn’t just stop doing church and go do 
something else for a while, it was that much harder to get a different    
perspective. And then, all of a sudden, Covid-19 arrived, and, like it or 
not, we all got to stop doing church the way we’d been doing it. My prayer 
is that after this enforced break – however long it turns out to be – we will 
come back, look at our ruts and say, “Nah.” 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 am - 12 pm 

Saturday-Sunday, August 1-2  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

Sermon: “What Do We Do with the Law?” 
Excerpts from Exodus - Deuteronomy 
 

Saturday-Sunday, August 8-9  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Pray with Faith” 
1 Thessalonians 5:8-28 

Speaking: Greg Wallace, Lake Street Lay Leader and Licensed 
Lay Speaker  

 

Saturday-Sunday, August 15-16 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “Ancestral Fault” 
Romans 5:12-17 

Speaking: Grace Morris, Lake Street Confirmation Teacher 
 
 

Sermon Series: Fleshing Out God 

Incarnation in Christian Life 
 

Saturday-Sunday, August 22-23  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Fleshing of God” 
Philippians 2:1-11 
 

Saturday-Sunday, August 29-30 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

Sermon: “The Fleshing of Salvation” 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
 

*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service 
on the first Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his 
or her own bread and cup. Yes, toast and coffee are fine. As     
always, United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all 
to Christ’s table, which is fortunate since I’m not sure how we’d 
enforce limits online anyway. 2 

A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 



 

 

Continued from Page 1 

No, I don’t have any definite ideas yet about what answers we might see 
then, but I’m hopeful. To take just one example, it has been clear for 
years that our Christian discipleship for all ages has been struggling. Our 
Sunday School, confirmation, youth, and adult discipleship programs 
have grown small, pale, and haphazard, but too often our only answers 
to the problem have taken the form of, “Is there a different sort of class 
that we could offer?” The       classroom model has been the groove 
we’ve been stuck in. What if we asked a different question: What would 
spiritual formation look like without a classroom at all? How could we 
help people of all  ages to grow in “wisdom and stature and favor with 
both God and others” (Luke 2:52) without necessarily dragging people to 
group learning sessions at scheduled times? And we could ask similar 
questions about our worship, our community ministry, our internal care 
for each other, and our welcome and outreach. 

The human tendency, of course, when faced with a disruption such as 
we’re currently going through, is to dream of the time when we can return 
to “normal” and slide smoothly back into the comfortable grooves that 
don’t require any effort. But our grooves haven’t worked for a long time, 
and talking about how many people we had in Sunday School in the 
1950s hasn’t been helpful yet, so maybe we should begin thinking      
outside the ruts for a while. I mean, so long as the ruts aren’t available 
anyway, what could it hurt? 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
September Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, August 19th 

for   
Thursday August 27th 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Ellen Prellwitz at 

Adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org 
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Worship in August 

Last month on this page I expressed cautious optimism about returning to         
in-person worship in some form by September. The Covid-19 numbers had   
stabilized and even seemed to be going down. Yeah, that was just a month ago. 
In the past seven days, as I write this, Wisconsin has broken its previous record 
for new infections four times. September is not looking likely. In any case, in  
August we will continue our two online services as we’ve done in July – a pre-
recorded meditative service posted on  Facebook on Saturday evening, and a 
live recording of a fairly normal service at 9:00 am on Sundays. Both services 
will continue to be available on Facebook for those who miss those times, of 
course. 

We are going to take a break from our Story Journey through the Bible in       
August, with a few individual sermons at first and then the start of a more      
traditional sermon series on August 23. We’ll pick up the story 
sermons again in mid-September. 

 

Prayer Requests for (and during) Worship 

If you have a prayer request that you would like me to share 
during the Prayers of the People in our Sunday service, you 
can email it to me at pastor@lakestreetumc.org. I will check 
that email before worship. In addition, if you think of something 
during the prayer time itself, you may text it to me. 

The texting thing is less reliable for several reasons, though. First, cell reception 
is not always great in the church, and second, my cell phone number is wrong in 
the church directory. The number listed for me in the printed directory is actually 
Rebecca’s phone number. My cell number is the same as hers, except that the 
last two digits are -03. But whether you email or text, I will try to incorporate your 
prayer requests into the service. 

 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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Spiritual Formation during Lockdown 

When the first “Safer-at-home” orders went into place in mid
-March, a lot of things got canceled at church. Committees 
and choirs and classes all came to abrupt halts. At the time, 
most of us thought, “This will be a strange few weeks; it 
sure will be nice when we come back together next month.” 

 

When it sank in that this might not be just a few weeks, 
though, we realized that we were going to have to figure out 
some new ways to do what had to be done, and what that 
meant was that we had to figure out what had to be done. 
With all the new challenges of meeting online, we didn’t 
want to go to all that effort unless we were sure that we 
were doing what mattered. 

 

Spiritual formation matters, we discovered. The first SF group that resumed meeting was the 
Thursday morning Men At Prayer (MAP) group. They only skipped one or two weeks before 
they resumed their 7:30 am time of prayer and Bible study, now by means of Google Meet. 
Next, the UMW began holding book discussions in the park. Next, the Sunday morning adult 
book study group started meeting online. What all these groups had in common is that after a 
time of absence, they realized that they missed each other and began looking for different 
ways to meet that reaffirmed need. 

 

We all wish we could be meeting in person again, and we look forward to that time, but until it 
is safe, the Spiritual Formation team has been looking for new ways to accomplish this core 
purpose of the church this fall. Look for the following opportunities: 

 

Lake Street Big Read. Read the young adult novel The Hate U Give (by Angie Thomas) 
and then gather in various ways to discuss it. This novel should challenge many of our        
inherited ideas about of racism. 

Lake Street Book Study. Making Sense of the Bible, by Adam Hamilton. As a          
companion to Pastor Jerry’s Bible Story Journey sermon series, a study by one of United 
Methodism’s most effective communicators. (For those with computer access, this comes with 
video introductions by Hamilton himself.) 
 
 
Look for these, and more details, in upcoming communications. Now that we’ve figured out 
some of the things that are important, let’s do them. 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Welcome Back to Kenna Szymanski 

This past winter, we said goodbye to our Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator, Kenna Szymanski. Kenna had 
accomplished a great deal in revitalizing our           
preschool area and our Sunday children’s program, 
and still had a lot of ideas, but it had gotten harder 
and harder to find time for the position here along with 
her full-time child care business. With the advent of 
her second child, Caroline, she had decided that could no longer juggle everything. She was 
going to stay in the church and remain involved, just no longer on staff. 

A lot has changed since last winter, hasn’t it? In July, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee    
re-interviewed and hired Kenna again, but this time not only for her previous position as     
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, but for a new position combining her old job and Chris 
Draxler’s. To be able to give this expanded position the time it requires, Kenna has decided to 
close her child care business entirely. She’s going to keep Caroline, though.  

Kenna has already begun. She is preparing for our children’s programing for the fall (see the 
next article). Having two preschoolers, she will still do a lot of her work from home, but will 
have office hours on Monday mornings. Her new church email is : kenna@lakestreetumc.org.  

Welcome back to Kenna. 

 

 
Children’s Formation in the Fall 

This year, our usual church year kickoff in September is   
going to require some creativity. While the public schools 
are opening for limited in-person instruction, children’s  
Sunday classes are not under the same society-wide    
pressures, and we probably will not. But that emphatically 
does not mean that we are just going to  ignore the children. 

 

Kenna has devised a new method for the formation of children through church. Each Sunday, 
lessons will be planned (when possible, connected to the pastor’s message during worship) 
and then distributed with all the necessary supplies and materials in a designated box for each 
child. The biblical content of each lesson will be the same for each child, but activities will be 
geared for different developmental levels.  

Yes, for the most part, these lessons will require adult involvement, but that’s a good thing. 
The faith of children has always been taught primarily in the home (whether parents are aware 
of it or not). This system is designed to offer support and ideas for the spiritual teaching that is 
already taking place. Fuller information will appear in the September newsletter. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Hello all  
Stampers out 
there!  Hope you 
are catching up on 
your own cards and 
sending them to 
family and friends. 
             
We were not able to meet together 
for the past four months, so individual 
stampers made the 35 cards each 
and sent them out on their 
own!  Thank each one of you for your 
dedication.  Keep well and keep safe 
everyone.  We will meet again. 
 
ARCW Wish List for August:  
Bathroom Tissue 
Help support our local 
AIDS Resource Center 
of Wisconsin Food  
Pantry during the month 
of August by donating bathroom    
tissue. You will be helping local      
clients and families affected by HIV/
AIDS. It’s through the generous    
support of Lake Street members that 
this popular item is offered to those in 
need. Please place your item in the 
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin 
Food Pantry box located outside   
Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your 
donation of 20+ Meal in a Can food 
items in June. You are a blessing to 
many individuals in our community. 
 
 

We continue to deliver SCRIP 
cards right to your door. 

 
Simply phone Dave Doxsie        

(920-915-1134) with your Scrip    
order and he will deliver to your 
home. He needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not hesitate to 
call.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update and an Opportunity to Serve 
Kent Gierhart, Mission Team 

 
Feed My People, which helps those in need of food in west  
central Wisconsin, has implemented Pop-Up Food Pantries to 
assist families and individuals in need of groceries. The need for 
grocery assistance has always been a concern for many      
families but has increased in magnitude since the Covid-19  
pandemic. The Mission team has looked into how a Pop-Up 
Food Pantry operates, how many volunteers are needed, and 
what the cost is to sponsor one. The Mission team feels that this 
is something very doable by our church family. 

Currently there is a Pop-Up Food Pantry being held at 
Lakeshore Elementary every Friday from 2:30-3:30 through   
August 28th. Feed My People staff deliver the food to the site on 
7-8 pallets and help organize the event. Two volunteers staff 
each pallet and deliver food items to the trunk of the car as each 
car passes by. I have worked the event and it is very easy to do. 
There is minimal walking and only light lifting involved. On the 
day I helped in July there were at least 150-175 cars that went 
through the lines. 

The Mission team has signed up for Lake Street to host the 
event at Lakeshore Elementary on August 14th. To accomplish 
this, we will need approximately 16-20 volunteers from 2:00-
4:00 PM on August 14th.  

The cost to sponsor one Pop-Up Food Pantry is $1000. 

If this is an area of service to the community you are interested 
in, and can volunteer, please contact the church office. There 
will be a sign-up sheet there or you can call Kent Gierhart at 715
-864-2056. If you would like to support this program financially 
please send your donation to the church office labeled Pop-Up 
Food Pantry. 

 
 

Monthly Mission Offering (Loose Change) 

The August mission offering has been designated by the       
Mission Team to support the work of the United Methodist   
Committee on Relief. For those new to our tradition, this is one 
of the shining triumphs of our denomination. To begin with, we 
are among the most respected of disaster relief agencies in the 
world. (After the earthquake in Haiti, when dozens of agencies 
were operating at once, the government there got so frustrated 
that it made a new rule: the Methodists are in charge.           
Everybody do what they say.) More than that, though, because 
we pay UMCOR’s operating expenses with our apportionment 
giving, all disaster relief donations that are made through 
UMCOR go 100% to the immediate need.  

On behalf of the Committee on Relief, and in advance, thank 
you. 
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No important dates in August, 
so instead, make time to pray 
your way through the month. All 
prayers in August will focus on 
United Methodist Women’s 
outreach in the United States 
providing shelter, a place to call 
home and a place to receive 
LOVE. 
 
Week #1 
Hold in prayer the Brooks-
Howell Home in Ashville, 
North Carolina. 
 
Week #2 
Hold in prayer the Spofford 
Home in Kansas City, 
Missouri 
 
Week #3 
Hold in prayer the Susanna 
Wesley House in 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
Week #4 
Hold in prayer the Tacoma 
Community House in 
Tacoma, Washington. 
If you would like to discover 
more information about 
each one of these facilities, 
google each name and 
find out specifically the services 
they provide. 
 
This month’s birthdays 
8-2 Rev. Jerry & Rebecca    
Morris (ann) 
8-6 Carol Gudnason 
8-7 Rita Houser 
8-10 Joan Webb 
8-12 Willa Rognholt - 85 
8-19 Beverly Maser 

UMW NEWS 

      
 
 
 

UWM Book Review 

Glory Happening: Finding the Divine in Everyday Places 

By Kaitlin B. Curtice 

The title of this book says it all.  The author, 
Kaitlin Curtice describes God’s blessings all 
around her every day and in the tiniest    
corners of her life as a young wife and a 
mother of two boys.  Kaitlin writes about 
times when she was intentional in searching 
for God’s blessings and the times where 
God showed up in the simple, unexpected 
daily chores of life.   

I highly recommend this book for reading. It 
is a pleasure to read as Kaitlin finds God 
filling each day with his presence. And, I 
recommend this book for the prayers Kailyn 
has written revealing her honesty, her trust, 
her love and sincere friendship with her 
Lord.   

Remember, this book can be found on the United Methodist Women’s 
book cart located in the Fireside Library.  The church is open, 9am to 
12 noon, Monday thru Thursday to allow you to come in and check 
out a book or two 

 

MISSION WITNESS taken from the 2020 Prayer Calendar of the United 
Methodist Women 

“In the online world where the news may scare us, it is important to know 
who we are. When you comment on a news story, think about who will read 
it. If it doesn’t give life, let it go.” 

Written by John Jessup Peterson, Order of Deaconess and Home           
Missioner, 

Candler School of Theology, Atlanta, Georgia 
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Bazaar is Canceled, but Mission Money Still Matters 

For the past couple of months the Bazaar committee had been trying to figure out how we 
could still safely have the fall Bazaar in some scaled back version . . . until July arrived and 
with it a surge of Covid-19 even in our area.  So the decision was made to cancel the fall 
Bazaar knowing that UMW’s pledge of $7000 to the mission work of the UMC around the 
world will be very difficult to fulfill.  In addition, UMW has given at least $2000 to local   
charities each year. 

But since Methodist women have been a determined bunch of rebels for more than 150 
years, we have devised a way to at least recover some of the money that would have come 
from the Bazaar.  We will have a SILENT AUCTION where donated items can be bid on 
during hours that the church is open from SEPT. 14 TO OCT 9.  As in the past, many of the 
items could be those you’d normally donate to the Bazaar or they might be something     
different like a basket of bath/spa items or a service you could provide arranged by you and 
the person who wins the bid.  Food items could be made at a time designated by the    
highest bidder and delivered to your home.   

 WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT THIS PROJECT?  Think about what you can     
donate and fill out the form below including a suggested minimum bid and size/quantity, if 
appropriate.  If you usually donate jam or baked goods, bundle in quantities that would 
have a value of at least $10 as we won’t have space for numerous small items.  Items will 
not be displayed in Fellowship Hall. Instead, we would like a digital photo of the item to be 
displayed with the bid sheet emailed to Julie Holzinger.  

WE WILL NEED THE DONATION SHEET BY AUGUST 17th so we can publish a list of 
items to be auctioned in the September Circuit Rider and put on the church website. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SILENT AUCTION DONATION 

Your name, phone # and email _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Description of item (include size or quantity if appropriate) _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Minimum starting bid (should at least cover cost of materials and be $5 or more) ______ 

 

Send this info along with digital photo if appropriate to Julie Holzinger at 640 
Mitscher Ave. EC 54701 or email to holzingerj2@gmail.com BY AUGUST 17TH. 

 

QUESTIONS???  Call or email Julie – we screen calls, so leave a message if we don’t    
answer.  
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through July 21st 
 

Special Gifts 
 
From the estate of Jane Edson 
Undesignated 
 
From the estate of Marion Faulkner 
Designated for Radio Ministry 
 
From Sharon and Don Southard;  
Designated for Radio Ministry 
 
From Corinne and Ron Gjerning in 
special recognition of Dorothy        
Carpenter’s 100 years;  
Undesignated 
 

Memorials 
 
In memory of:  Greg Gruman 
Donor:  Kathryn Lee;  
Designated for:  Music Ministry 
 
In memory of:  Bob Schneider 
Donor:  Marty Fisher Blakeley;  
Undesignated; 
 
Donor:  Rosemary Wollum 
Designated for:  Radio Ministry. 

 

 

We have continued to hold steady financially this month, in every way. We 

have continued to pay our staff, continued to maintain our building, 
continued to collect and distribute money for mission projects, and 
continued to pay our full apportionments on time. Most of all, though, 
you have continued to give faithfully and generously to the church and 
through the church. Thank you. 

As you see below, halfway through the year we are basically breaking 
even between gifts and expenses. (“Basically” means that we are 
about a thousand dollars in the red, but the increase in value in our 
parsonage fund has put us about a thousand dollars in the black.) 
Your giving has been slightly higher than we had expected in our 
budget, but we have kept our expenses well below expectations. As a 
result, where we had projected a $26,000 deficit at this point in the 
year, we are doing about $27,000 better than that.  

One more financial matter to mention. Three years ago we began  
receiving offerings online. Working with the vendor recommended by 
the United Methodist Church, we added the capacity to receive gifts 
either by credit card or by direct Electronic Fund Transfer. (And we 
are very glad that we started that before the Covid-19 shutdown. 
Electronic giving has gone up considerably the past four months.) 
This month we have added an 
upgrade to that giving, which 
will permit people to give to  
designated accounts (for       
instance our regular monthly 
mission loose change offering). 
Just go to the church website 
(lakestreetumc.org), pull down 
the menu marked “Give,” then 
click on “choose fund” to see 
the different options. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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Thanks to my many friends who brought signs, cards or gifts to 
the Drive-By.  It made my birthday happy.  Love you all  

-- Dottie Carpenter 

 

Pictures from July’s weeding party 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
information publication for members and 
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor  
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the September issue (mailed 
on Thursday August 27th need to be  
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Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
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Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
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Joel Carr 
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Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
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Jennifer Lohmann 
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David Fehr 
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