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Thoughts on Faith and 
Society 

Pastor Jerry 

 

In these days of protest over racial          
inequality, I’ve heard several pastors and 
Christian Facebook posters saying that 
the heart of the problem is that we all 
need   Jesus. If our country hadn’t turned 
away from faithfulness to Christ, we 
wouldn’t be having all these problems. 

I have very little patience with such comments, because usually when 
people talk about our country “turning away from Christ,” what they mean 
is that we stopped posting the Ten Commandments in public buildings 
and forcing children to sit through mandated Christian prayers in school. 
But that was never Christianity. Following Christ has little to do with what 
messages we hang on our walls, and Jesus himself spoke scornfully of 
using public prayers for virtue signaling (Matt. 6:5-6; Luke 18:9-14). Such 
comments are even less apt today inasmuch as the last time that we had 
mandated school prayer and Bible verse wallpaper in public spaces, we 
also had separate restrooms and drinking fountains for “coloreds.” I’m  
going to go out on a limb and guess that African Americans don’t really 
remember the 1950s as the good old days, when everyone followed     
Jesus. 

But there’s no denying that in the past fifty years, Christianity has lost its 
position of prominence in the marketplace of ideas. Official church     
membership has dropped precipitously, while the percentage of        
Americans who claim no religious affiliation at all is doubling every ten 
years or so. As I have pondered this over the past month of social turmoil, 
it has seemed to me that our greater secularity must be having some    
effect on our times.  

And I think there’s something important going on. We human beings are 
hard-wired to believe. We are not homo sapiens (the thinking ape) so 
much as homo credulus (the believing ape). We are programmed to     
believe that there is a deeper meaning in experience, a deeper meaning 
that requires a response from us. I happen to believe that this              
programming is part of what God imprinted on us in creating us “in the  
image and likeness of God” (Gen. 1:27), but wherever this tendency came 
from, it’s undeniable. Humans believe things and act according to those 
beliefs. We always have.     

       (continued on Page 3) 
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SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 am - 12 pm 

 

Sermon Series: The Bible Journey  
(See Spiritual Formation page for details) 

 
Saturday-Sunday, July 4-5  
 Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday on the Lake 
 Street Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook.  

 Sermon: “Moses” 
 Exodus 1-4 
  
Saturday-Sunday, July 11-12  
 Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday on the Lake 
 Street Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

 Sermon: “Exodus” 
 Exodus 5-15 
 
Saturday-Sunday, July 18-19  
 Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday on the Lake 
 Street Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

 Sermon: “Covenant” 
 Exodus 16-40 
 
Saturday-Sunday, July 25-26  
 Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday on the Lake 
 Street Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook.  

 Sermon: “Servant of God” 
 Leviticus - Deuteronomy 
 
*The Communion liturgy will be presented live in the 9:00 service on the 
first Sunday of the month. Each participant should have his or her own 
bread and cup. Yes, toast and coffee are fine. As always, United Meth-
odists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to Christ’s table, which is 
fortunate since I’m not sure how we’d enforce limits online anyway. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 



 

 

Continued from Page 1 

The problem with this today, though, is that in the absence of a 
widely accepted creed, people have to turn out and find their own 
thing to believe and dedicate their lives to. Now that Christianity no 
longer dominates the faith landscape, we have people placing their 
faith in all sorts of other things – anti-vax doctrines, QAnon (a   
conspiracy theory that sees President Trump as the brilliant        
undercover leader fighting to expose a mysterious cabal of         
pedophile elites called the “deep state”), new progressive creeds 
regarding human sexuality, as well some old creeds dredged up 
from a hundred years ago, like anarchism. And because people 
take these as articles of faith, not just ideas that they are            
entertaining, they cannot be talked out of their positions. You don’t 
give up your faith just because somebody has a couple of good   
arguments against it. Moreover, those who question your faith are 
not just people with other perspectives: they are heretics, fit only to 
be cast into the outer darkness where there is weeping and  
gnashing of teeth, or at least to be attacked ruthlessly on Twitter. 
(Recently, author J.K. Rowling questioned the modern dogma that 
there is no such thing as biological “male” or “female,” and the    
response was not to present arguments against her but to attack 
her virulently and label her a “transphobe.” She had not disagreed 
with a hypothesis; she had denied a faith.) 

 

In other words, as Christianity (and institutional religion in general) 
receded from society, it left a void both in the culture and in        
individual lives, a void that people quickly filled with whatever was 
handy. G. K. Chesterton is supposed to have said, “When a man 
stops believing in God, he doesn’t then believe in nothing: he     
believes anything.” It feels to me as if the hard-edged, unyielding, 
take-no-prisoners-and-offer-no-compromises nature of our political 
and social life now really is to some extent the effect of people who 
have lost one faith only to replace it with things far more superficial. 
The battles that we see unfolding before us in the streets and      
op-ed pages and on social media are so vicious and intractable  
because so many of the combatants are fighting a Holy War. Their 
political opinions are the only faith that they have.  

 

If this is true, what does it mean for us who are still Christian? It 
means we should examine ourselves. Have we given our political 
opinions a place that should only be occupied by Christ? Do we 
regard those who have different views as heretics to be crushed or 
as loved children of God (misguided though we think they are)? 
And if we have begun to lean a little too far into the world of        
political holy war, what would Christ have us do?  

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit    Rid-
er newsletter         elec-
tronically, please send 
your new address to the 
church office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
August Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, July 22nd  for   

Thursday July 30th 
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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A WORD ON OUR TWO SERVICES, PASTOR JERRY 

As most of you have noticed, we are offering our weekly service in two different formats now. 
First, on Saturday evening, an informal “Living Room Worship” is posted on our Facebook 
page. This service includes special music from Jennifer and prayers and the weekly sermon 
from me – all recorded in advance and edited together by Aaron. This service lasts about 40-
45 minutes. Then, at 9:00 on Sunday morning, we have a service in the sanctuary that follows 
our familiar Sunday liturgy and includes music from Edna and Jennifer, readings from a        
liturgist, and prayers, children’s message, sermon from me, and once a month, Communion. 
This service is broadcast live on the radio and on Facebook and takes closer to our normal 
hour. So why the two services? 
 
Because they are designed for two different audiences. Obviously, anyone is welcome to tune 
in for either service, but the Living Room service is designed with our non-resident              
congregation in mind. We have people joining us regularly from various cities around         
Wisconsin, from other states, and I’ve even noticed some guests from Australia. The prayers 
for that service are more general – no local prayer requests – and I don’t remind people to 
send offerings. This is the service for you to invite your family in Missouri to join or for you to 
introduce to your neighbor who is looking for a church.  
 
The Sunday service, however, is aimed at our Lake Street family and includes church prayer 
requests that have come in, some announcements of upcoming events, and – a privilege of 
membership – a reminder to give. And this is the service where, because it is live and we can 
all be together at the same time, we will celebrate Communion as one body.  

 
 
 

 
 

Position Open: Ministry Coordinator 
 
This feels like an appropriate time to take the first step toward looking 
for someone to take over Chris’s position. The job is 15-20 hours a 
week (0.5 FTE; at the lighter end during the summers). Schedule is 
flexible but does include Sunday morning and probably Wednesday 
evenings. The pay is $14-15/hour, depending on experience. The     
primary qualification is a passion for seeing the Church of Jesus Christ live out its mission in 
the world. You may get a full job description from Pastor Jerry at pastor@lakestreetumc.org, 
and he will be glad to answer any questions you have. 
 
 
Position Open: Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
 
As noted above, Kenna Szymanski, who has transformed our nursery and led our children’s 
program over the past two years, has contracted another case of pregnancy, and has stepped 
down from her position here at church to focus on being mother for two children. If you, or 
someone you know, might be interested in a position organizing and leading a program to 
raise up children who love Christ, we would love to hear from you. The position is 10-14 hours 
per week, and is paid at between $13-14 an hour. Schedule is flexible. You may get a full job 
description from Pastor Jerry at pastor@lakestreetumc.org, and he will be glad to answer any 
questions you have. 

OPEN STAFF POSITIONS 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

The Bible Story Journey 
 
Q: When is a worship service also a Bible Study Class?  
A: When the pastor starts using sermon time to tell the 
entire story of the Bible. 
 
 
Q: Why would a pastor do something like that?  
A: Because the pastor thinks that if we’re going to say that 
the Bible is inspired by God for our spiritual growth, we ought 
to know more than a few stories from the gospels and the 
23rd psalm, and that we ought to know how it all fits together. 
 
 
Q: The whole Bible? In order? Is that pastor nuts?  
A: . . . 
 
 
Q: But aren’t some of the Bible Stories kind of disturbing?  
A: Uh-huh. 
 
 
Q: Well, what will the pastor do about those?  
A: Mostly, tell them anyway. They’re part of the story, after all. 
 
 
Q: What if someone has questions, especially about the disturbing parts?  
A: Well, one option is to go to lakestreetumc.org/Church Life/Bible Study Notes and 
read what Dr. Birney Dibble has to say. Another option is to write the pastor at pas-
tor@lakestreetumc.org and ask. Those emails will be answered. 
 
 
Q: One final question: if I wanted to read along with the stories as they are being told, 
what chapters should I read in the month of July? 
A: Well, funny you should ask that totally spontaneous, unprompted question, but if 
people did want to read along, they should read the following: 
 
 
Before July 5: Exodus 1-4 
Before July 12: Exodus 5-15 
Before July 19: Exodus 16-20, 32-34 
Before July 26: Numbers 11-14, 21-24; Deuteronomy 34. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 The next day for volunteering at the  
community table is July 15th. If you’re       
interested in volunteering, contact Tom 
and Evelyn Stanford at 
tstrider73@gmail.com 

 
Good Neighbor 
 Project 
 With the early ending of 
school, the Good Neigh-
bor Project- a partner-
ship of our church and 
First Congregational 

United Church of Christ to support Long-
fellow and Lakeshore low income stu-
dents -- had money to spend. So, with 
the terrific help of a First Congregational 
member and Lakeshore teacher, who 
ordered 1000-plus books from Scholastic 
Books, Feed My People, GNP volunteers 
distributed books to families with children 
who sent through Feed My People’s pop-
up food pantry at Lakeshore on Friday, 
May 8.  

Parents picking up food for their hungry 
families were very grateful to also re-
ceive books for their children, thanking 
volunteers for the unexpected extra gift. 

Remaining books were given to 
Lakeshore and Longfellow students 
when their families came to school to 
pick up the things they left behind in their 
lockers. It is a great time to be able to 
give the gift of reading to these children, 
made possible by your continued support 
of the Good Neighbor Project. Our fund 
drive is held during the summer.  

This year, Good Neighbor funds also 
have been used for daily snacks, meal 
account shortfalls, snowpants, winter 
boots, clothing and eye-
glasses. 

 
We continue to deliv-
er SCRIP cards right 

to your door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your Scrip    

order and he will deliver to your 
home. He needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not hesitate to 
call.            

Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Outreach in a Time of Lockdown 
 
It’s a challenge, to say the least. But ministry has continued, and 
your giving to mission has not faltered. Some brief reports. 
 
Beacon House 
(Family Promise) has 
continued their ministry 
to    homeless families. 
Our church was the last 
church to send         
volunteers to serve 
meals and stay       
overnight, back in 
March, before the   
leaders decided it was  
unsafe for everyone to continue the community volunteer      
program. During the lockdown, everything has been done by 
staff.  
 
Community Table, under the stellar leadership of Tashai 
Atkins and her team, has adapted to the Covid-19 crisis with            
remarkable skill. Meals are still be served each day – some   
delivered directly to the Sojourner’s House temporary social  
distancing facility – and other provided for carry out. Our own 
church’s team has maintained their pre-set schedule, continuing 
to cook for the food insecure of Eau Claire. 
 
 
Helping Hands. Prompted by the concern of our church     
members, our Helping Hands Fund has received two months’ 
worth of generous donations. This is a fund at church that is 
designated for helping people in crisis. We have helped pay 
rent, subsidized utilities, paid hotel bills for out of town patients 
at local hospitals. Knowing that the Covid-19 crisis was hitting 
people’s livelihoods as well as their health, generous people at 
church who knew about this fund began making donations back 
in March. Thank you. 
 
For the time being, this fund is well-supplied. We encourage 
those who want to give specifically for the sake of meeting 
needs during the pandemic to give further donations to the 
Community Table. 
 
 
ARCW Wish List for July: Baked Beans 
 
Help support our local AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin 
Food Pantry during the month of July by donating a can of 
baked beans. You will be helping feed local clients 
and families affected by HIV/AIDS. Please place 
your item in the AIDS Resource Center of  
Wisconsin Food Pantry box located outside  
Fellowship Hall. Because of your faithful donations, 
Lake Street UMC is able to carry on this ministry. 
Your efforts and continued support are very much 
appreciated. 
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There are no important dates in 
July, so instead, make time to 
pray your way through the 
month.  All prayers in July will 
focus on United Methodist 
Women’s outreach around the 
world.  
 
Week #1  
Hold in prayer the Haiti         
Children’s Project that provides 
a Christian home to homeless 
children. 
 
Week #2  
Hold in prayer the Happy     
Children’s Home of China that 
provides housing, food, clothing, 
education and medical care for 
23 children 
 
Week #3 
Hold in prayer the Health      
Projects in Bolivia that provides 
health services and clean water 
for improved health. 
 
Week #4 
Hold in prayer the Tudikwashi – 
Empowering Women and     
Children in Zambia that provides 
support and encouragement to 
improve their status, well-being, 
self-esteem and quality of life. 
 
This month’s birthdays 
7-4 Marilyn Sullivan 
7-7 Beatrice Peterson 
7-21 Jeanette Wangen 
7-24 Carol Fawcett 

UMW NEWS 

 
 
 

 A Message from the UMW Executive Board for all Lake Street Women 

Greetings! 

Our United Methodist Women’s groups have been ‘sheltering in place’ for 
over 3 months.  The COVID-19 virus has meant many change in our world 
with more to come, but UMW worldwide continues to serve the needs of 
women, children, and youth in many ways. Our missions are supported by 
women like us who connect to contribute our time, talent, financial gifts, and 
prayers. The partner organizations supported are local, statewide, national, 
and international in scope. As member, we can continue our study of these 
needs with our reading of the eye-opening books on the reading program 
book cart. Our 2020 UW yearbook lists our proposed gifts to support such 
groups as Family Promise, The Community Table, and Bolton Refuge 
House.  We realize that while the future is less predictable, the needs of 
these missions will continue. If you have made a pledge to support UW and 
are able to give a portion now or later, please send a contribution to the 
Lake Street office or using the online donation system.  We are looking    
forward to gathering again as sisters in Christ. Know that we can find God’s 
peace in our anxious world because we know that God is with us.   

Book Review: How the Woman at the Well Became 
the Well Woman by Donna Rhodes 

This is a true account of the author’s life in the U.S. in 
the 1950s to today as she searches for love and     
acceptance. From Donna’s placement in an            
orphanage with her sister Linda, she tells of her time 
of loneliness in the foster family system. Her         
heartbreak seems unending while her early             
introduction to religion offers no comfort. She was   
betrayed by a pastor and a Catholic nun, who both 
demonstrated the wages of sin without forgiveness. 
Ever lonely, she discovers lust in lieu of love,           
understanding, and acceptance. Through several bad 
marriages she endures life on the edge with 4        
children, no further education, and no good job        
prospects. It often reads like a made-for-TV movie with lots of drama without 
a happy ending. She discovers the World Wide Church of God (remember 
Garner Ted Armstrong?) and makes efforts to learn about Jesus. Her final 
marriage has as future with God in her life. At long last, Donna knows how 
the living water can work for her.  

This book is on the UMW book cart, found in our church library.   

 

MISSION WITNESS taken from the 2020 Prayer Calendar of the United 
Methodist Women 

“Watching the sunrise and set over the ocean every day reminds me of the 
light of God’s promises to us.  It reminds me that every day is a new day to 
share the love and light God has given us.” 

-Megan Rust, Global Mission Fellows International from Kansas serving in 
South Korea 
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 Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through June 16th 
 

Special Gifts 
 
Radio Ministry:  Don and Sharon 
Southard, Dorothy Elliott, John       
Melrose, Paul and Virginia Hilbrich, 
Dave and Jennie Stratton, Mark and 
Barbara Weyenberg, Joyce Simpson, 
Bev Maser. 
 
Flowers:  Craig Koerth 
 

Memorials 
 
In memory of:  Alma Hughes; 
Donors:  Gerald and Rebecca Morris; 
Designated for:  Outside Gardening; 
 
 
In memory of:  Kathi Jewell; 
Donors:  Mark and Ann Princehouse, 
Lynda Gustafson, Sherry L Nicolas; 
Undesignated; 
 
 
In memory of:  Margaret Guenther 
(mother of Jan Smith) 
Donors:  Florence and Lloyd  
Shepherd, Mary Kay and Ray Francis, 
Ron and Corinne Gjerning; 
 
Undesignated; 
Donors:  Barb and Peter Nelson;  
Designated for:  Radio Ministry. 

An Insider’s Guide for Praying for 

the World, is an excellent read, 

however, it is not a book you will sit 

down and read in one night.  There 

is so much information in this guide, 

that I have found I can retain what I 

have read by reading just two  

chapters or two countries a night.   

Each chapter, each country begins 

with the basic information of the 

country’s location, population,     

religions and a brief history of      

political powers.  This is all very  

interesting and understandable; you 

do not need to be a scholar to figure 

out what it all means.  The rest of the chapter highlights faith 

stories, personal insights from the author or people he has    

interviewed.  The chapter ends with a scripture reading         

pertaining to the country, prayer suggestions and a prayer for 

this country written by the author. 

I suggest that you make the time to read this book because it is 

an eye opening for how our brothers and sisters around the 

world live, their joys, their struggles, their fears and how      

leaders, people with power are controlling their lives. 

This book and many other good reads can be found on the 

UMW book cart, just to the left as you enter the Fireside Library.   

Submitted by Chris Draxler 

 

MISSION WITNESS taken from the 2020 Prayer Calendar of 

the United Methodist Women 

“Through my missionary journey, I want to break my shell and 

explore how God’s hope works in the world.  I am serving as a 

teacher in a poor village called Kauma.  I am learning many 

things from the people, and one of them is how to be content 

with what I have.  People in this village are very busy because 

they must earn to live.  Nevertheless, finding happiness amid 

their want is one of their ways to overcome their hardships.  The 

small happiness they find creates a light leading them to care 

for one another and hope for a brighter future.” 

-Michael Buscano, Global Mission Fellows International from 

the Philippines serving in Malawi 



 

 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

It was another good month for Lake Street, financially. Your giving remained strong, and expenses 
low, so we made up more ground on the year-to-date deficit that we had in March. We are still a 
little over a thousand dollars in the red for the year, but with the ups and downs of the typical 
church budget, we had expected to be much more in the red at this time than we are. 

Notice also in the column under the main table, that we have paid off the Capital Campaign that 
we’ve been running for almost three years. In fact, we’re $2,429 over our goal. As noted last 
month, all gifts to the Capital Campaign over the goal are being used to pay down the loan that we 
took from our own Lake Street Foundation in early 2018. 

So, again, thank you. As we begin thinking about all the ways we will return to ministry in the 
changed world that awaits us after the pandemic, your faithfulness has given us a solid foundation 
on which to build. 

 

 

Giving the Way That Suits You 

Do you pay all your bills online, make all your purchases with a card 
or even with your phone? Remember that Lake Street is set up to do 
all the above. You can sign up for online giving through our website, 
or by using the QR code to the right. You can also give by text. 
Simply text the number 844-804-9791 and follow the prompts to pay 
by credit card.  
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Worship in July 

The question on everyone’s mind regarding worship is, of course, “When will we be 
meeting in person again?” And the answer to that is both simple and complicated. 
The simple part is: “We don’t know.”  

Here’s the complicated part. On the one hand, things are (for the moment) starting 
to look a little more hopeful with the Covid-19 pandemic. Our county health officials 
do not believe that we have reached the peak of infections, either in Wisconsin or 
Eau Claire County, but as we are learning more about the ways this virus is transmitted, we are learning 
some ways to be careful. The county has now loosened its restrictions on gatherings to permit up to 50 
people indoors (with masks and social distancing), and up to 100 outside (ditto). Some churches are      
already meeting together, with new processes in place. 

On the other hand, church services remain one of the most dangerous things that people can do,        
combining close quarters with generally poor ventilation for an hour, and singing in particular seems to be 
an excellent way to spread pathogens. Some denominations are warning their churches to prepare    
themselves to meet remotely for up to a year. Our own Wisconsin Annual Conference meeting –            
rescheduled from June to October, in the hope that we could meet safely then – has just been re-planned 
as a virtual conference.  

Our Church Council has voted to continue worshiping remotely as we are for now, without setting any    
target date for return. As of this writing, it is hard to imagine bringing people back for worship even in     
limited numbers before September, and unless a vaccine is found, any gatherings that we have will include 
masks, obsessive sanitizing, and social distancing and will not include people with compromised health or 
people older than 70 or anyone singing. And that’s where we are. 

 

June Blood Drive Recap 

 

Once again the faithful volunteers of Lake Street worked together to hold a 
very successful blood drive during this very difficult time.  The drive was   
different in so many ways:  no wonderful buffet, no hugs, no hand shakes, a 
lot of separation, hand sanitizer and gloves, etc.  But it was the same in 
many ways:  upbeat donors, lots of laughs and very helpful and friendly    

volunteers.  The day was long and very tiring but it was so worth it.  Our (and I do mean our) drive turned 
out to be a success.  We had SO many no shows, I wonder why, but thanks to our faithful Power Red    
donors we did make the goal set by the Red Cross which was 75 units.  We actually ended the day with 82 
units donated!  Those donations could help save the lives of up to 246 people.  This drive would have 
been very difficult to manage by myself.   So I want to thank each of you wonderful volunteers for your help 
and support:   

Kirsten and Kathy Gierhart, Barb Nelson, Veronica Marshall-Potter, Linda Peterson, Cheryl Kreitlow,    
Bonnie Wright, Mary Rose Howard, Marlene Arntson, Pat Peterson, Steve Blashford, Don Szymanski and 
Dick Keepers.  Also thank you to Kwik Trip #472 for your donation of several bottles of hand sanitizer.   

What is the saying, “It takes a Village”?  Thank you one and all for being my village.  I could not have done 
this without you.  You are the greatest.  The next blood drive will be held on Monday, Dec 14 from 12-
6.  This drive will be the largest ever held at Lake Street with 94 appointments, including 18 Power Red 
donations.  At this time all 18 Power Red appointments are filled so please, be part of the village and    
consider whole blood donation.   

Linda Keepers-Lake Street Blood Drive Coordinator 
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Thank you from Chris Draxler 
To my surprise, June 1st came and I felt a little lost.  I did not think I would 
feel this way, but I did.  I felt like I loss my purpose.  BUT let me tell you 
that did not last long.  Thank you ALL for your sincere thoughts of          
appreciation to me as the Ministry Coordinator for Lake Street.  I enjoyed 
each card and note as you shared a memory, highlighted a specific task or 
developed a new friendship. 
 
I need to thank you again for all your support, your encouragement, your 
sharing ideas, your listening ear as I tried to figure something out, for   
stepping outside your comfort zone to volunteer and serve at church or in 
the community.  And especially, thank you for your prayers as I served as 
Ministry Coordinator for Lake Street and as I stepped out of my comfort 
zone to be the hands and feet of Christ to my church family and my       
community. 
 
Now, I ask for your continued prayers as I enter a new chapter in my life. 
Prayers for courage and strength to live each day to the fullest and as a gift 
from God, as I continue my life with a new health concern.  I am in an early 
stage of Parkinson’s disease, you may or may not notice any changes, 
maybe a hand tremor or just slower movements.  The important thing to 
remember is I am OK with this diagnosis. I have family and friends that I 
know will walk with me and support me in this journey, as they would    
without this diagnosis. 
 
As always, I will continue to live as the woman God created me to be, with 
my words, thoughts and actions all for God’s glory, however, your prayers 
will always be  appreciated because, I realize there will be days that I will 
find it hard and scary to see my body change and move in ways that are 
not normal. 
 
Service with and for Christ, 
Chris Draxler 
 
A nice, small upright piano is yours for the moving / taking!! 
  
Call 715-271-3465  for further information! 
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