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Easter in the Time of COVID-19 
 

I was three years into my first post-seminary pastorate when   
Al-Qaeda terrorists flew jetliners into the World Trade Center 
on September 11, 2001. The following Sunday we spent 
time in prayer for all who were affected, but then I             
deliberately chose to go ahead with my previously planned 
sermon instead of dealing with the situation on everyone’s 
mind. This curious decision stemmed entirely from my own 
neurosis. In times of stress, my default response is to revert 
to rigid routine and cling to it – an attempt to maintain at 
least the illusion of control over something.  

That was a mistake. No one, not even I, can recall anything about that sermon, 
but I had a chance that morning to say something of significance to people who 
were listening for guidance (if I had actually had anything of significance to say, 
which I’m not at all sure I had). Only in retrospect do I realize how small my  
response was. 9/11 is one of those Before and After moments of US history, 
like Pearl Harbor and the JFK assassination, which has become a marker for 
when our society changed. The world before 9/11 was different than the world 
we live in, and I missed that transition entirely. 

Maybe we never know which events will be the Before and After moments of 
history as we’re going through them, but I suspect that we are at another now. I 
think that young adults and children today will look back on the COVID-19  
global pandemic as just that sort of watershed. I have no idea what will come of 
it, of course. Will this be the time when America admits that our health care 
system is unsustainable? That a health care system that only works for some 
people is a health care system that doesn’t work? Will this be a time (as      
happened in the Great Depression) when people re-assess their priorities and 
learn to live with less material clutter? Or will the strain of dealing with a crisis 
drive us farther apart as a nation, further into suspicion and tribalism? I have no 
earthly idea, but I believe that in many ways we will be a different nation after 
this time than we were before. 

And the brunt of our current crisis arrived right in the middle of a sermon series 
on gratitude, and just before Easter. What am I supposed to say in the middle 
of this crisis?  

That God is good and worthy of our gratitude in all circumstances, and that the 
most important Before-and-After moment in history is that Christ conquered 
death itself, bringing hope to the world, in this life and the next. Pretty much the 
same thing I was going to say anyway. 

Sigh. There I go again. 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Worship Schedule for April 

Assuming we are still following social distancing protocols this month, our Sun-
day morning worship will be on the radio at 8:30 (92.1 FM) and livestreamed on 

Facebook at 8:30, and available for viewing at your convenience after that.  

 
Sunday, April 5 – Palm Sunday 
 Service at 8:30 am  
 Sermon: “Looking for God (in all the wrong places)” 
 Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Thursday, April 9 – Maundy Thursday CANCELLED 
  
Friday, April 10 – Good Friday 
 Service at 6:30 pm by livestream (if we are not in full lockdown) 
 
Sunday, April 12 – Easter Sunday 
 Service at 8:30 am 
 Sermon: “Looking for life” 
 Luke 24:1-12 
 
Sunday, April 19 – 2nd Sunday of Easter 
 Service at 8:30 am 
 Sermon: “Looking for Answers” 
 John 20:24-29 
 
Sunday, April 26 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 Service at 8:30 am 
 Sermon: “Looking for Comfort” 
 Luke 24:13-35 
 
 

 

 
 

Worship Juggling 
 

The Easter season includes some of the most important worship services of the 
year, but having said that, none of them are as important as not infecting our 
neighbors with a dangerous virus. So in mid-March, not sure where the COVID-
19 pandemic would be, we made some adjustments. Our Maundy Thursday 
service, which was to be a full meal together, modeled after the Passover     
Seder, has been cancelled. But the Good Friday service that we were planning 
was going to be a meditative combination of scripture reading, music, and art. 
All these things can be appreciated online as well as in person, and so we are 
going ahead with our Good Friday service. One way or the other. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, June 8th, 12-6 PM 

 

For an Appointment go online at redcrossblood.org 

 

Walk-ins Wanted 

 

The need is constant, the gratification is instant 

 

 
Cards to Recognize Special People This May 

Lake Street has many talented, generous people who excel at crafting 
handmade cards.  As part of Bazaar mission fund raising, a number of 
these folks plan to sell cards in recognition of Mother's Day.  On the Sun-
days of April 26 and May 3 look for their table in Fellowship Hall.  Mom's 
Day, Mom-in-Law, and Thinking of You styles will be available for sending 
to any of the loving mother-figures in our lives.   
 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit    Rid-
er newsletter  
electronically, please send 
your new address to the 
church office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
May Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, April 22nd for   

Thursday April 30th    
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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Giving the Way That Suits You 

Do you pay all your bills online, make all your purchases with a card or even 

with your phone? Remember that Lake Street is set up to do all the above. 

You can sign up for online giving through our website at lakestreeetumc.org/

give, or by using the QR code below  

As of this month, you can also give by text. Simply text the number 844-804-

9791 and follow the prompts to pay by credit card.  

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.


 

 

A Look Ahead: Sunday Morning Schedule 

 
Long before the COVID-19 pandemic took over every neuron of our attention, our church council had    
begun some discussions on our current Sunday morning schedule. In this month’s Circuit Rider, we have 
included a questionnaire for our congregation, asking for your input in this continuing discussion. The   
central issue is a suggestion that we combine our two Sunday morning services and have just one.  

 
Why are we bringing this question to you? This has been discussed before, but this time the suggestion 
came from two directions: (1) the greater sense of unity and more joyful sense of worship when we meet 
together, as we do currently during summers and on 5th Sundays, and (2) increasing difficulty finding all 
the leaders we need for two different services, including liturgists, song leaders, ushers, greeters,        
communion servers. Making such a change involves many different issues and potential problems,      
however, and the council has discussed the following: 
 

Appearance to Visitors. Some church consultants warn against having too full a worship      
service, because that can give visitors the sense that there is no place for them. On the other hand, 
a half-empty sanctuary can also give a negative first impression. Our sanctuary can seat around 
250, with space to spare, and our average attendance in 2019 was 167 (lower in summer, but    
seldom higher than 200). 

 
What do we do with Sunday School? Currently our adult classes meet during our first service, 

and our children’s classes meet during our second. If we went to just one service, our education 
programs would be at a different time. This might make it easier to recruit teachers, who would no 
longer have to choose between working with children or participating in worship, but it might also 
make for a longer morning for families. Having a separate education hour on Sunday would be a 
huge benefit to our youth/confirmation program, which is currently meeting at its fourth time slot in 
the past four years, none of which have quite worked, but it would also mean that . . .  

 
School-age children would be in worship. This is either a plus or a minus, depending on who 

you talk to. On the one hand, some recent studies have indicated that children who are never in the 
“big church” service are less likely to stay in church once they are out of the children’s program. 
They have no sense of ownership of or belonging to the adult worship service. On the other hand, 
many who grew up forced to sit through worship that wasn’t geared for them also left church with 
relief as soon as they could. Moreover, nearly all children will sometimes be a distraction from    
worship – to their parents if to no one else. Dealing with this question may require further planning, 
whether that involves creating a children’s space in the sanctuary or trying some creative        
scheduling. (E.g. option 3 on the questionnaire.) 

 
And when, pray tell, would this one service be? That’s a good question. The primary criterion   

people use to choose a service is whether it fits their schedule, and different people have different 
schedules. There may be no one time that will please everyone, but the most frequent suggestion 
in our discussions has been to have worship at 9:30. Once again, this is why we have a            
questionnaire, so we can listen to you. 

 
One more thing: the final question that the council discussed was whether making a change might open up 
new opportunities for ministry, and several began to dream about possible new services that might be held 
at different times and that would be different from our current one. No, not the old “let’s start a               
contemporary service” thing (so 1990s). Instead we began to wonder about services for specific           
populations, in the model of our IM Church. What about a monthly family service, like “Messy Church”? 
What about a recovery service for people dealing with addictions? Obviously we could still do something 
like this if we kept our current schedule, but clearing some time might make it more likely.  
 
Whew. Summarizing two council meetings took longer than I thought, but this should be enough. Please fill 
out the enclosed questionnaire – it can be submitted online as well at https://tinyurl.com/lakestreetworship 
– so that we can get some initial feedback. Once we’re past the coronavirus social distancing time, we will 
schedule some times for listening to each other’s concerns and dreams in person. 
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Survey on Changing Our Worship Times 

Please read the article in the Circuit Rider, “A Look Ahead: Sunday Morning Schedule,” 
for background on why we are taking this survey and what issues are involved. 

 

1. Which of our two services do you currently attend/listen to most often: 

 8:30 am 
 10:00 am 

 

2. Are you open to the possibility of combining our two services into one? 

 Yes 
 No.  

Comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The most frequent compromise suggestion for a combined service is 9:30 am. Would this time be 
possible for you? 

 Yes 
 No.  

Comments/preferred time: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Especially for those of you with school-age children, which Sunday School schedule would 

work better for your family: (Note: Preschool would be provided through both hours)  

 8:30 Education Hour 
 9:30 Worship  

 
 9:30 Worship 
 10:30  Education Hour 
 
 
 8:45-9:15 Children’s lesson 
 9:30- 9:50 Worship with the adults until the children’s sermon 
 9:50-10:30 Children’s church (available for 1

st
 through 5

th
 grades) 

 
Comments:  

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Lake Street UMC serves next on  
Wednesday, April 29th 
      
 Prep – 9am to 11:30am 
      Serve & Clean-Up – 11:15am to 
1:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We would really like to continue 
with SCRIP sales even though  
attendance to church will be  

limited due to Virus concerns. 
 

WE WILL DELIVER 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your Scrip    

order and he will deliver to your 
home. He needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not hesitate to 
call. 

 
Buy Scrip            

Support LSUMC 
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Ministry during Pandemic 

In a recent issue of the Connections online weekly newsletter, Pastor 
Jerry quoted the following passage from Martin Luther’s pastoral    
journals, written when his city was suffering from the Plague. 
 

I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help 
purify the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places 
and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to  
become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute     
others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If 
God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have 
done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for 
either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs 
me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as 
stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is 
neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God. (The        
Annotated Luther, Volume 4: Pastoral Writings, page 404) 
 

In its own way, our church is following in that same tradition. Yes, we 
are praying. Yes, we have adopted new hand-washing and sanitizing 
protocols (Joel is spending a lot of time scrubbing down door knobs, 
bannisters, etc.), and yes we have separated ourselves as directed by 
medical authorities so as to reduce the extent of transmission. But we 
have not forgotten those who need us. Our volunteers continued to 
serve meals and stay overnight at the Beacon House, and we just  
finished serving at the Community Table this past Sunday.  
 
Yes, we must be careful. But if Christ’s ministry means anything at all, 
it means we must be at least as careful for the lives of others as for our 
own. 
 
 

ARCW Wish List for April:  MEAL-IN-A-CAN 

Please consider joining others from Lake Street in contributing a "Meal
-in-a-Can" (soup, beef stew, spaghetti, etc.) to the AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry.  Your donation of one can of     
nourishing food helps assist area families challenged by HIV/
AIDS.  Place your donated item in the ARCW box outside Fellowship 
Hall.   

 

Thanks to those who donated 24 cans of fruit to ARCW during the 
month of February along with additional items: cereal, canned        
vegetables, pork & beans, cake mix, and more.  Your ongoing support 
helps many in our community! 
 
Monthly Mission Offering (Loose Change) 
Helping Hands Fund 

Our mission offering for April is to help supply our Helping Hands fund. 
This is a slush fund for one-time gifts to people in crisis. It is            
administered by the pastor and is confidential, but last year through 
this fund you: 

 Helped a veteran who is a UWEC    student, whose job was put on 
hold during the government shut down in January. $400 to his 
landlord for back rent. 

 Helped an out-of-state heart patient at Mayo whose disability 
check had been approved but had not arrived. $377.84 to Motel 6. 

 Paid a security deposit for someone entering a residential alcohol 
treatment program. $400 to the program. 

 Partial rent help for an EC resident. $200 to the landlord who 
agreed to work out a payment plan with his tenant for the rest. 
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 At the present time, the UMW North 
West District Spring Day of        
Enrichment is still scheduled 
for  Saturday, April 25 at Rice Lake 

United Methodist Church from 8:30 
– 3:00.  The theme is Spotlighting 
Women and Children, specifically 
Maternal and Child Health.  With 
hands on activities, small group 
discussion and idea sharing       
opportunities it promises to be an 
exciting day.  Registration forms 
are on the bulletin board outside 
the office.  Registration deadline is 
April 15 and the cost is $15.00    
 
While we can’t be together, in the 
meantime, we suggest spending 
time,  which you would normally 
spend at a UMW  meeting, reading 
group or Circle, reading books 
from the UMW book cart, sending 
out a few  thinking of you cards to 
church members or  UMW  
members isolated at home or in a 

care  facility and/or spend time in 
prayer 
 
As you sit in the warmth of your 
own home, think beyond the  
comforts of your own home and 
pray for those with needs; needs for 
the very basics in life; food, shelter, 
employment, safety and LOVE 
 
No excuses – we have TIME to do 
this. 
 

 
This month’s birthdays 
4-15 Jennie Stratton - 80 
4-22 Leonard Larson - 80 

UMW NEWS 

Until further notice, all United  Methodist Women’s activities for April 
2020 have been cancelled due to CORVID-19.   
 

Share your Card-Making Talents 

 

Lake Street has many talented, generous people who excel at crafting  
handmade cards.  As part of Bazaar mission fund raising, a number of these 
folks plan to sell cards in recognition of Mother's Day.  On the Sundays of 
April 23 and May 3 look for their table in Fellowship Hall.  Mom's Day,    
Mom-in-Law, and Thinking of You styles will be available for sending to any 
of the loving mother-figures in our lives.   

 

 "Junk in the Trunk” on June 6th 

Junk in the trunk?  What's that?  Well think 
of it as a mini thrift sale that is run out of 
the trunk or back of a vehicle.  As part of its 
mission fund raising, the Bazaar will offer 
parking spaces for vehicles here at Lake 
Street.  For $10 you may reserve a selling 
space in the church's lot to put your vehicle 
while you sell your treasures from 9 AM to 
1 PM.  Sellers may keep their trunk's profits but the Bazaar would be most 
happy to receive any donations.  As you do spring cleaning, please keep an 
eye out for items that could be the "junk" for your trunk.  Look for more     
information on this event in future Lake Street publications. 

 

 
Book Review What Comes with the Dust 

A novel written by Gharbi M. Mustafa 

The television and newspaper accounts of the 
war and turmoil in the Middle East paint a very 
grim picture of life in the region.  As viewers from 
our comfortable Wisconsin homes, we have seen 
and heard of the accounts of the warring factions 
in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria for the past 19 
years.  This book tells of the very frightening and 
real world for two young Yazidis women.  The 
Yazidis are an ancient minority group with a    
religion that is a mixture from the influence of 
Mesopotamian, Persian, Judaism, Christianity 
and Sufi-Islam religions.  The stories of the   
women Nazo and Soz reveal how the ISIS    
fighters brutally kidnapped and enslaved them 
and countless others.  Surviving their hellish   
journey makes, these women’s lives seem    

overwhelming compared to ours.  It is both horrifying and inspiring to read.  

 Although it is a fictional tale, it is an amazing story of love and its power in 
tragic times. 
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RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

Financial Report for February 

So here’s the good news. Our giving was above budget, and our expenditures 
were below. That’s all good. Nevertheless this month is simply a month of a 
lot of expected but still heavy building related expenses – heat, boiler repair, 
and our quarterly building insurance bill of $2,600. We didn’t expect to end 
this month in the black, and we didn’t. 

And then there’s the Parsonage Investment Fund. This is one of our           
investments that, because it is entirely designated for an operating expense 
(the pastor’s housing allowance), is counted in our normal operating           
expenses. You may recall that last year we had to caution you that our high 
positive balances were deceiving, because some of that “revenue” was the 
unrealized revenue of that investment fun that, last year, grew like           
gangbusters. Maybe you see where this is going. Over $4,000 of the deficit in 
our Building Fund comes from the dramatic drop in value in that fund in     
February. In other words, the $17,806 deficit so far in 2020 is bad, but not as 
bad as it looks.  

 

Reminder that We Have Other Ways to Give 

In 2018, the finance committee signed up for online giving. Recognizing that 
fewer and fewer people use cash and checks for their other expenses, we 
wanted to make it possible for people to give to the church by the same 
means that they pay their bills or make purchases: by electronic fund transfer 
or credit card by visiting www.lakestreetumc.org/give 

Well, a month into social distancing ourselves from the offering plate, we’re 
very glad that we did this. If you have not signed up for this sort of giving and 
would be interested in starting now, here’s how. Perhaps the easiest way is to 
go to our website (lakestreetumc.org), select the tab “Give” and click on the 
“Sign In / Sign Up” prompt in the upper right corner of the window. It will then 
lead you through the process. The company we work with, Vanco, was      
recommended by the United Methodist Foundation as both usable and       
secure. As we have learned to worship online, we can learn to support the 
ministry of the church that way, too – at least until we come back together in 
person. 

Memorials and Special Gifts        
received through March 15

th
 

 

In memory of:  Marion Faulkner; 

Donor:  Marlene Arntson;  

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

Donor:  Craig Koerth; Undesignated; 

 

In memory of:  Donna Trautmann; 

Donor:  Lois Dodge;  

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

 

In memory of:  Timothy Eaton; 

Donor:  Craig Koerth;  

Designated for:  IM Church; 

 

In memory of:  Kathi Jewell; 

Donors:  Marilyn and Terry Sullivan, 
Paul and Virginia Hilbrich; Designated 
for:  Radio Ministry; 

Donor:  Carol Lamirande; Designated 
for:  Lake Care Ministry; 

Donors:  Dave and Jennie Stratton, 
Bonnie Gibson; Undesignated. 

Special Gifts 

Radio Ministry:  Given by Kenneth and 
Mandy Lyke 



 

 

A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Accessibility Team Update 

This year the Accessibility Toward Inclusion Team (AT-IT) has two major projects in the works in their   
continuing effort to make it possible for all to worship and serve and lead in our church, regardless of     
obstacles.  

 

The first of these is to host a four-Week community seminar on Addiction and Recovery, discussing the 
nature of addiction, its effect on others, the resources available for help, and how the church can be a part 
of recovery. This seminar, originally scheduled to begin on April 16, has been postponed until sometime in 
the fall. 

 

The other project, though, is ongoing. Using some of the Anonymous Ministry Grant funds, we are         
installing a lift in the chancel (churchspeak for “stage”). This will be installed just on your left as you enter 
the sanctuary from the welcome center, and will make it possible for those who find steps to be an         
obstacle to still be a part of our worship leadership on Sundays. Thank you to this active team, and as 
work begins, pardon their dust. 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for the lovely cards, notes, and prayers after my recent knee surgery. They all meant a 
lot.  I’m slowly mending and looking forward to being back later in the spring. 

-Blessings, Judy Sheu 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

Gratitude to Kenna Szymanski 

Most of you know Kenna, our Director of Children’s Ministry since 2017. You have seen her work, 

such as the way she has transformed our Preschool Area, making it bright, cheerful, and inviting. 

And if you’ve seen her recently, you probably have guessed that Franklin is about to have a baby 

sister or brother. With this change coming to Kenna’s and Brian’s life, Kenna is stepping down from 

her staff position as of March 1. When you see Kenna - and you will; they aren’t going anywhere, 

thank her for all she has done and offer a blessing for her growing family.  
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Done! 

We had a wonderful month in giving to the Capital Campaign in February, 
which gave us less than $4,000 to raise. The chart below reflects those 
numbers.  

Then, in mid-March, we received a single gift of $4,000. Yes, that means 
we are done. It has been a long over-two-years of fund-raising, but we not 
only did it, but we managed to do it without making fund-raising our sole 
focus. Thank you, everyone. 

The math-literate among you will have noticed that we actually raised more 
than we needed. The March donor suggested that any extra money should 
go to support the radio ministry. If you have made pledges to the capital 
campaign this year, consider those pledges met. If you would like to divert 
that gift to your regular offering – to help support the church during the lean 
weeks of social isolation – feel free. Or if you wish to support the radio   
ministry that we see again is so vital, please do so. When we get back   
together in person, we will celebrate properly.  

 
 
 
General Conference 2020 Postponed 

 

To no one’s surprise, the General Conference that was   
scheduled to take place this May in Minneapolis has been 
postponed on account of the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic 
that is still growing in the United States. The official statement 
from United Methodist Communications says that the          
conference will be held at a later date, not yet specified. 

As of this writing no word has come from the Wisconsin      
Conference as to whether the Annual Conference scheduled 
for June 5-7 in Green Bay will be postponed. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
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friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
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2019 Bell tower 
restoration, $88,899

2019 Funds needed, 
$7,549

2019 Nursery roof, 
$14,985

2018 Bell tower 
demolition, $17,875

2017 Tuck pointing , 
$15,344

2017 Furnace air 
compressor, $6,810

2018 Door security 
system, $2,146

2017 Valves library 
and nursery, $2,062

Capital Campaign 

2017 to 2019

2017 -2019
Total Spent:

$148,121

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 


