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Things We Have Learned from the          
Shut-Down 
Pastor Jerry 

Management books and TED talks and that sort of thing like to point out that 
the Chinese word for “crisis” also means “opportunity.” I even checked this 
once with my father, who speaks Mandarin, and he said that, while it’s a little 
more complicated than that, yes that’s basically accurate. In any case, as we 
continue through the tunnel of Covid-19, it’s not too early to ask what we might 
learn from the experience. 

1. Things We’ve Learned Not to Take for Granted 

First of all, a time of separation can help us distill our experience and realize 
what are the things that we really miss. Among these are: 

• Touch. We need physical contact. Touch is not just an optional bonus for 
human interaction; it’s essential. I’ve read this before in counseling and   
psychological articles, but now I know it in a different way. Yes, some    
people are huggers and some are not; different people have different 
“personal space” needs, but for all that, we all need contact with others. It 
may be that the greeting times before and after worship are the most       
important things we do on Sunday, and the hand held in the nursing home 
may be the most important part of a visit. Figuring out how to do that in the 
future – a future in which coronavirus may be a regular visitor – is a       
challenge, but we have to find a way.  

• Singing together. I am more grateful than I can say to Jennifer Lohmann for 
the piano contributions that she makes to our online services, and to both 
her and Edna for their work designing the Good Friday Service, but I miss 
standing beside someone and hearing them sing, inspiring me to sing   
louder and more confidently. I miss singing loud hymns that I’m familiar 
with. And I miss choir.  

2. Things That Maybe Weren’t as Important as We Thought 

In-person meetings. Don’t get me wrong. These are still important, especially in 
meetings for the sake of brainstorming and planning. People are more creative 
in the company of others, and Zoom isn’t quite the same. On the other hand, a 
lot of meetings are for the purpose of general oversight, with maybe one or two 
decisions to make. What we’ve learned this past month or two is that an awful 
lot of those meetings can be handled without dragging everyone away from 
home to a central location.  

(Continued on Page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Worship Schedule for May 

Until further notice, our Sunday morning worship will be on the radio (92.1 FM) 
and Facebook at 8:30am. The Facebook video service will then be available for 
viewing at your convenience after that time. Yes, we are eager to come back to 
worshiping in person. No, we will not do it until we are sure we can do so safely. 

 

Sermon Series: On Becoming the Image of God 
 
Sunday, May 3  
 Service at 8:30am  
 Sermon: “Time: The Sin of Hezekiah” 
 Isaiah 39:1-8 
 Communion at 9:15am* 
 
Sunday, May 10 
 Service at 8:30am 
 Sermon: “Talent: Incense or Perfume” 
 Exodus 30:34-38 
 
Sunday, May 17 
 Service at 8:30am 
 Sermon: “Treasure: Moment of Decision” 
 Luke 12:13-21 
 
Sunday, May 24 
 Service at 8:30am 
 Sermon: “Witness: The Commission” 
 Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Sunday, May 31  
 We are leaving this 5th Sunday unplanned until we know where 

things stand in terms of gathering in person.  
  
 
*Communion will be conducted live on Facebook following the recorded 
worship service on May 5, beginning approximately at 9:15. Each      
participant should have his or her own bread and cup. Yes, toast and 
coffee are fine. As always, United Methodists serve Open Communion, 
welcoming all to Christ’s table, which is fortunate since I’m not sure how 
we’d enforce limits online anyway. 

 

 

Interfaith Prayer 
 

Our Eau Claire Interfaith community is going to continue with their regularly 
scheduled worship service on May 20, at 6:30pm. Like everything else this 
month, this will be a service to join remotely. For information on how to do so, 
go to the website http://interfaithprayerec.org/ as time gets closer.  
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(From Page 1) 

This is even more true for meetings at the Conference level, which 
often require people to drive several hundred miles to be present. 
Some of these will still be necessary, but I’m hoping that in the post
-Covid world, we are more respectful both of people’s time and of 
our planet’s atmosphere than we have been. 

 

3. Things We’d Never Thought about Before 

 

Regular online worship. Across the world, in millions of churches, 
worship leaders have been scrambling to learn how to do worship 
in a very different medium. My own experience, which I suspect is 
typical, is that faced with shut-downs we had to come up with 
something so we threw something together – which we’ve refined a 
little bit each week. Yes, we’ve had a Facebook service for years 
now, but that was simply a video of a service designed for a live 
congregation. Now we’re doing services designed for a screen 
congregation, and we’ve discovered that different things work. Yes, 
some things are missing (see #1, above) but other things are     
better. I love being able to preach in a conversational tone in a 
comfortable setting, even if I’m physically alone, and I find that I 
can focus better on the piano pieces that Jennifer plays when I’m 
not already planning ahead to my next cue. Plus, of course, there’s 
always the chance of a visit from a cat.  

Why does this matter? Well, our video Sunday worship is, at this 
point, being visited by between 500 and 700 people a week – this 
in a church that averages maybe 170 in her in-person services and 
that has a membership of around 425. Who are these others who 
are joining us? What needs are we meeting for them? And what 
can we do to continue proclaiming and celebrating Christ with 
those people even after we are able to resume meeting in person? 

So, like I said, even as we dream of the time when we won’t have 
to be separated as we are, this is also a time when we can open 
our minds to our experience and maybe do some things differently 
and doing some new things in the future.  

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit    
Rider newsletter         
electronically, please send 
your new address to the 
church office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
June Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, May 20th  for   

Thursday May 28th  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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Giving the Way That Suits You 

Do you pay all your bills online, make all your purchases with a card or even 

with your phone? Remember that Lake Street is set up to do all the above. 

You can sign up for online giving through our website at lakestreeetumc.org/

give, or by using the QR code below  

As of this month, you can also give by text. Simply text 

the number 844-804-9791 and follow the prompts to pay 

by credit card.  

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.


 

 

Continuing the Discussion on Worship Times 
Summary by Pastor Jerry 
 
In last month’s newsletter, we included the following survey asking you 
the members how you might feel about combining our two Sunday morn-
ing services  into one, and then asking further about some of the details 
that such a change would entail. Around 40 of you have managed to get 
us your surveys, either through the mail or through the online format. Here 
is a summary of the results to date: 
 
 

1. Strong Support. Only one person expressed opposition to the idea. Of those who said 
that they were open to the idea, some expressed a willingness to give it a try and others 
expressed vehement support. Quite a few wrote that they’d been wishing we would do this 
for years. Support for the idea was stronger than I’d expected both in terms of percentage 
and passion. 

 
2. Different Time Preferences. On the other hand, the preferred time for this combined  
service was less unanimous. The compromise time 9:30am, which I had put on the survey 
as a starting point for discussion, was all right with many, but some preferred 10:00, and 
quite a few more suggested 9:00, as we currently do in the summer. (One person          
recommended a 7:00am joint service; we’ll call that suggestion an outlier.) 

 
More important than when these times are, though, were the thoughtful reasons that    
people gave for their preferences. Some of those wishing to push the time later were   
thinking in terms of allowing enough time for the adult classes to have both a good learning 
time and enough time to make it to worship. Many of those who suggested moving the  
service earlier, to 9:00am, went on to suggest that the children’s classes should be held 
afterwards, and so moving the service time earlier gave more space for that and for coffee 
fellowship. All these are good points. Whatever we do should be done with a care to our 
other programs and ministries, and these points will be brought back to the Church Council 
whenever we meet again.  

 
3. Ministry Focused Replies. But my primary response to the surveys was appreciation. 
Your suggestions and comments were not – for the most part – about your own preferred 
schedule but rather about what would be best for the ongoing ministry of the church.    
People advocated for ministries rather than for themselves. Many added a note to the    
effect that they knew that no one schedule would suit everyone, but that they would adapt 
to whatever was tried. Thank you for that. 

 
 
Finally, other comments expressed excitement about new possibilities. A choir member said that 
they would love to be able to be part of an adult class for once. A parent of a small child            
expressed excitement about how a new schedule might open up opportunities for                      
intergenerational programs like Messy Church.  
 
 
There is still work to do – and if you haven’t submitted your survey, there is still time – and our 
pandemic safer-at-home rules will slow down the process for our Council discussions, but I    
wanted to keep this conversation alive and let you know what others have been saying.  
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Survey on Changing Our Worship Times 

 

1. Which of our two services do you currently attend/listen to most often: 

 8:30 am 
 10:00 am 

 

2. Are you open to the possibility of combining our two services into one? 

 Yes 
 No.  

Comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The most frequent compromise suggestion for a combined service is 9:30 am. Would this time be 
possible for you? 

 Yes 
 No.  

Comments/preferred time: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Especially for those of you with school-age children, which Sunday School schedule would 

work better for your family: (Note: Preschool would be provided through both hours)  

 8:30 Education Hour 
 9:30 Worship  
 
 9:30 Worship 
 10:30  Education Hour 
 

 
 8:45-9:15 Children’s lesson 
 9:30- 9:50 Worship with the adults until the children’s sermon 
 9:50-10:30 Children’s church (available for 1

st
 through 5

th
 grades) 

 
Comments:  

___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

STREET, NEW  
AUBURN, PLEASANT VALLEY, STANLEY, 
THORP, TRINITY, & ZION. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We usually have two teams of six       

volunteers but with the coronavirus    

precautions, things have changed a bit.  

So, for now, mark your calendar for May 

28th – Community Table and closer to 

the date, I can offer more details on how 

many volunteers will be needed. 

Another opportunity, to be the hands and 

feet of Christ to our community is to    

donate financially.  Each time we serve 

at the Community Table, we are asked to 

pay $125 that helps cover the cost of  

expenses paid by the Community Table 

to maintain the building. 

I know people might have the resources 

to do this and are just waiting for that  

opportunity to support the Community 

Table.  If that person is you, please   

contact Chris Draxler and we can figure 

out your donation together.  

Contact Chris at                                  

ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org or 715 

225-2983 

 
We continue to deliver SCRIP 

cards right to your door 
 

WE WILL DELIVER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your Scrip    

order and he will deliver to your 
home. He needs to get out of 
the house, so please do not 

hesitate to call. 
 

Buy Scrip            
Support LSUMC 
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

ARCW Wish List for May: May Donation Suspended 

Aids Resource Center of Wisconsin, located here in Eau 
Claire, is currently closed to volunteer efforts in response 
to Virus concerns. Therefore, our usual support of the 
ARCW Food Pantry will be suspended for the month of 
May. The Food Pantry passes on appreciation to Lake 
Street  
 
Caring for Members in Financial Crisis 
A note for our members who may be furloughed or laid off 
or for other reasons struggling financially. The church has 
a fund – the Helping Hands Fund – that is designated to 
help people in crisis. This fund is not limited to church 
members, but is available to them. As far as this fund 
goes, the only difference between members and non-
members is that non-members receiving Helping Hands 
money are told that this is a one-time only grant. Members 
are not restricted in that way. 
 
All gifts are given confidentially. The records of who       
receives how much are not public. Normally, we try to keep 
gifts below $300, so as not to exhaust the fund, but need is 
need. If you’re in trouble financially and need a helping 
hand from your church, contact Pastor Jerry. 
 
And if you’re a member with money you’d like to make 
available for this purpose, send it to the church marked 
“Helping Hands Fund.” Thank you to the member who 
thought of this even before I could write this article and 
sent $1,000 “for anyone in the church who’s struggling.”  
– Pastor Jerry 
 
Children’s outreach to The Community Table 
 
The children and their families at Lake Street 
have been busy making cards to be taped on 
each lunch container as a thinking of you  
greeting, a word of encouragement; beautiful 
handmade cards from our youngest members 
of the church. 
                  
Even though we have not been meeting for 
Sunday school, the  children and their parents 
have been busy at home continuing to grow on their FAITH 
journey. 
 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive  
Monday, June 8th, 12-6 PM 

For an Appointment go online at  
redcrossblood.org 
Walk-ins Wanted 

The need is constant,  
the gratification is instant  

mailto:ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org
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Until further notice, the   
United Methodist Women will 
not be meeting as we are 
following the coronavirus  
precautions. 
 
This is an excellent time to 
spend time reading books 
from the UMW book cart. 
And an excellent time to dig 
up some unfinished projects 
and get them done.  And 
then, they can be donated to 
the All Church Bazaar. 
 
Here are some words of   
encouragement taken from 
the Upper Room, April 16

th
. 

The last paragraph of this 
devotion sums the message 
up nicely.  
 
At times we may feel like   

everything around us is in 

disarray.  We may be         

confused, disappointed, or  

discouraged.  Even when we 

feel like we are on the brink of 

perishing, we can find comfort 

when we remember that Jesus 

is with us and will see us 

through the storms of life.  

When life feels turbulent, we 

do not need to fear.  We call on 

Jesus, who can calm whatever 

seems unsteady.” 

 
This month’s birthdays 
5-1 Florence Shepherd 
5-15 Marlene Arntson 
5-17 Kirsten Gierhart 
5-20 Irene Jorgensen - 80 
5-21 Mary Zempel 
5-22 Kathryn Gierhart 
5-25 Susan Deacon 
5-25 Karen Reynolds 

UMW NEWS 

To Plan or Not to Plan 

As we try to plan Bazaar activities in this bizarre time the following decisions 
have been made. 

• Obviously the Mother’s Day Card sale will not happen this year 

• The plans for our new project “Junk in the Trunk” will not happen in 

June, maybe we can sponsor this activity later this summer. 

The All Church Bazaar is still on schedule for October 17th, so as you are 
home looking for something to keep yourself busy - dig around in you     
crafting spaces and see what you can make for our sale.   Creating things is 
good for our mental health! 

Thanks for your support – looking forward to being together soon. 

 

2020 Leadership Book on the United Methodist Reading Program 

 

Which Way, Lord? is the kind of book, you just 
might want your own copy or do all your under-
lining,     circling, commenting in pencil, so they 
can be erased after you have finished reading 
the book and copied your notes into another 
notebook.  It was that GOOD! 

It is divided into six sessions that can be studied 
together with church members or individually. 
The book helps you to examine your life         
experiences to find your passion and purpose.  
Along the way, you will learn how to : 

• Listen for and follow God’s leading 

• Explore ways God can use you and your life 

experiences 

• Fully rely on God during the storms of life 

• What to do when life does not go as you planned 

• Handle hardships and doubts when life gets tough  

• Find ways to persevere and live with hope and faith 

A Christians, we desire to know and live out God’s plan for our lives.  This 
book is a delightfully painless way to learn about the life of Paul, his        
conversion, his careful listening to Christ before beginning ministry and all 
the challenges Paul faced in being obedient to Christ, which in turn provides 
the reader with ways to do the same; to stay connected with God’s plan for 
your life.   

-Submitted by Chris Draxler   



 

 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

Financial Report, March 

This was the month when the Covid-19 lockdown began. On Sunday, March 
15, we were still meeting in person for worship (though with a relatively small 
and well-spaced congregation). By the next Sunday, everything had been 
cancelled. This obviously brought with it considerable financial concern, but 
as I have mentioned elsewhere, you rose to the challenge. Your giving        
remained strong, especially given the circumstances. Without a regular      
collection plate, people really had to want to give, and many of you really did. 
In March, your giving slightly outpaced our expenses, so that in cash terms 
we actually gained a little in that month.  

The year-to-date spreadsheet below requires a little bit of explanation. In the 
“Total” column, on the right, you see that we are $37,142 in the red on the 
year. We aren’t really. $10,000 of that is the down payment on the new   
chancel lift that is being installed. Since this will be fully paid for by our    
Anonymous Mission Fund, that amount should be subtracted. Moreover 
$15,101 of that reflects the investment loss of our Parsonage Fund, which is 
accounted on this report because it is designated exclusively for operating 
expenses. If you look at the figures on the bottom right, put there by Jill     
Weisenbeck, our Finance Chair, you see that we are actually just under 
$12,000 in the red on the year. Not great, but better than we had actually   
expected.  

One more thing to point out from the report. Although this report shows that 
we still have $3,353 to go on the Capital Campaign, we don’t anymore. A 
$4,000 gift has since been received. To all of you who have given generous 
toward this fund over the past three years, thank you. 

Realistically, we don’t expect April to be as positive as March in terms of    
giving versus expenses. Not only has the reality of the shut-down – including 
the financial reality – sunk in for many people, but we had expected an       
especially good month, with Easter offerings and other things that didn’t    
happen. For this reason, the church has applied for and has been approved 
for some of the Paycheck Protection Program money that Congress made 
available for small businesses and specifically for non-profits and churches. 
What this will do is permit us to pay our staff their full-salaries and wages, 
even though some of them are working many fewer hours. (Update: this mon-
ey has been received by the church.) 

Memorials and Special Gifts        

received through April 19th 

In memory of:  Marion Faulkner; 

Donor:  Martha Fuller; Designated for:  

Capital Campaign; 

 

In memory of:  Shirley Bystedt; 

Donor:  Martha Fuller; Designated for:  

Capital Campaign; 

 

In memory of:  Kathi Jewell; 

Donors:  Martha Fuller, Peter and 

Barb Nelson; Designated for:  Capital 

Campaign; 

Donors:  John and Margaret Melrose, 

Nancy Espie, Marlene Arntson, Dave 

and Jackie Kruse; Designated for:  

Radio Ministry; 

Donor:  Bev Maser; Designated for:  

Community Table; 

Donors:  Dick and Linda Keepers; 

Designated for:  Lake Care Ministry; 

Donors:  Marshall Wick, Judith      

Vasterling, Vernon and Wenona Stark, 

Larry and Priscilla Stark, Lloyd and 

Florence Shepherd, Karen and 

Reagan Reynolds, Barbara Reid, M. 

Joyce Olson, Kathy and Jerry Kroll, 

Jon and Diane Case, Robert and Judy 

Berger, James and Carol Benning, 

Joe and Carol Morin, Carol Mooney, 

Stephanie Thurner, Francis and Joann 

Ruiz, BJ Keepers, Ron and Corinne 

Gjerning; Undesignated; 

 

In memory of:  Margaret Guenther 

(Jan Smith’s mom); 

Donors:  John and Margaret Melrose, 

Marilyn and Terry Sullivan; Designated 

for:  Radio Ministry; 

Donor:  Bev Maser; Designated for:  

Music Ministry; 

Donors:  Dick and Linda Keepers;  
Undesignated. 
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Reminder that We Have Other Ways to Give 

In 2018, the finance committee signed up for online giving. Recognizing that fewer and fewer people use 
cash and checks for their other expenses, we wanted to make it possible for people to give to the church 
by the same means that they pay their bills or make purchases: by electronic fund transfer or credit card. 

Well, a month into social distancing ourselves from the offering plate, we’re very glad that we did this. If 
you have not signed up for this sort of giving and would be interested in starting now, here’s how. Perhaps 
the easiest way is to go to our website (lakestreetumc.org), select the tab “Give” and click on the “Sign In / 
Sign Up” prompt in the upper right corner of the window. It will then lead you through the process. The 
company we work with, Vanco, was recommended by the United Methodist Foundation as both usable 
and secure. Another way to access the same process from your mobile phone is to text: 844-804-9791. 
Again, you will be led through a security process the first time, but after that it will be easy. As we have 
learned to worship online, we can learn to support the ministry of the church that way, too – at least until 
we come back together in person. 

 

Staying Connected as a family 

Family Time Activities have been sent out via email to all families in our church that I had email addresses 
for.  If by chance, we missed your family, please let Chris know at ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org, so 
we can share with you the Family Time Activities. 
 
The children and their families will be studying the parable of The Sower.  
They have been challenged to create a poster or display illustrating what 
they have learned.  The plan is for each family to bring their project to 
church once we can gather and worship together.  This way, everyone can 
glean from their learning and maybe, we the congregation, just might learn 
something new! 
 
 
Notes of Gratitude 

 

Brad and I would like to convey our heartfelt thanks to our Lake Street family for the cards, e-mail, and 
calls on the occasion of my mother’s death. In this isolated time, trips to the mailbox, clicks on e-mail and 
your voice on the end of a phone line take on a whole new meaning. We have felt your love and care.  

- With gratitude, Jan Smith  

 

Thank you so much for the lovely cards, notes, and prayers after my recent knee surgery.  They all meant 
a lot. I’m slowly mending and looking forward to being back late in spring. 

-Blessings. Judy Sheu 
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Annual Conference 2020 Postponed 
 

To absolutely no one’s surprise, the annual meeting of the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference – originally scheduled for June 
5-7 – has been postponed. That meeting will now take place 
on October 23-24, in an abbreviated format. Continue praying 
for all our denominational leaders as they try to continue their 
work in our strange times. 

 

 

In the Garden—A Reflection by Kate Croskery-Jones 

John 20:12-18 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet.  They said to her, “Woman, why are you       
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said 
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. (NRSV) 

 

My earliest memories of “In the Garden” are of my dad whistling the tune as 
we walked across a busy parking lot, my fingers wrapped around his index 
finger as my small hand did not fit easily into his much larger hand.  #314, 
“In the Garden’s” home in UM Hymnal is a well-worn page at every church I 
have served. I believe it was sung at all four of my grandparents’ funerals, 
and at many, many funerals I’ve officiated. It is also my weeding song.  I 
often do come to the garden alone to weed, early in the day when the dew 
is still on whatever might be in bloom. It is in the smell and the feel of dirt, 
teeming with life that I cannot see that I most always sense the presence of 
God. 

I recently read that C. Austin Miles wrote this hymn on a dreary April   
morning in 1912 in his basement in New Jersey. The hymn came to him 
after his bible had fallen open to the Mary’s post-resurrection encounter 
with Jesus as told in John 20. “In the Garden,” is an Easter hymn. 

The hymn endured the Influenza (H1N1) Pandemic of 1918, two world 
wars, another wave of H1N1 and a host of other trials of this last century. 

This Eastertide, we can’t reach out to touch the people we love. This    
Eastertide we miss the smells of the old sanctuary. We miss feeling in our 
bones the vibrations of organ pipes and booming tympanies of “Christ the 
Lord Has Risen Today!” Life poses new challenges. We are a bit more  
restless and perhaps a bit more irritable. We can still come to the garden 
alone. 

“I’ll stay in the garden with him, though the night around me be falling, but 
he bids me go, thru the voice of woe, his voice to me is calling. And he 
walks with me and he talks with me and he tells me I am his own, and the 
joy we share as we tarry there, none other has over known.” 
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