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Church Without Resurrection 
Jerry Morris 
 
By now, having heard me preach for 
almost two years, you’ve probably 
gotten used to my talking about 
change in the church. Just in case 
you were in a coma during every  
sermon (not impossible), let me  
summarize: Our society is changing; 
we are entering a post-Christian era, 
in which Protestant Christianity no 
longer has the influence it once had 
and churches can no longer simply 
wait for people to come to us. We 
need to adapt to this new world or 
watch it pass us by, leaving us in  
irrelevant isolation. 
 
I won’t apologize for harping on how the church needs to change,        
because it’s true, but for what it’s worth, I do understand that change is 
by nature scary. There are legitimate reasons to be careful about 
change. What if we end up driving our current people away? Even worse, 
what if we change something that is essential, something that a church 
cannot do without and still be a church? What are the things that a 
church cannot lose without losing its soul?  
 
It’s not music style. That’s easy. All of us can imagine churches using  
different music styles and still being church. The Contemporary Church 
worships with praise choruses, we worship with traditional hymns, the 
Cowboy Church in Nashville does Country Western, and some churches 
do Polka Masses. We may prefer one style, personally, but that doesn’t 
mean that churches that use a different style aren’t real churches. The 
same could be said about discipleship style (Sunday School or Small 
Group?) and liturgical style (pastor in robes or pastor in Dockers and   
Hawaiian shirt?) and theology of baptism (infants being prepared for faith 
or those who have already believed?) and so on. We probably have  
preferences for all these things, but that doesn’t mean that churches that 
do things differently are invalid.  

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Sunday, April 7 – 5th Sunday of Lent 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with Communion* 
 Sermon: “What Is Prayer?” 
 Mark 14:32-42 (Psalm 130) 
 
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday—Pancake      Break-
fast 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am  
 Sermon: “Voices of Palm Sunday” 
 Luke 19:1-9; Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 21:1-17 
 

Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday 
Service at 6:30pm with Communion* 

Sermon: “The Night He Was Betrayed”  
Mark 14:17-24 

 
 

Friday, April 19 – Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service at 6:30pm (Service of Shadows) 

“Voices of Calvary” 
 

(An ecumenical Good Friday service will be held 
At 12:15pm at 1st Congregational Church as well.) 

 
 
Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am 
 Sermon: “Voices of Easter” 
 John 20:1-18 
 
Sunday, April 28 – 2nd Sunday of Easter 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am 
 Sermon: “Voices of Resurrection Faith” 
 John 20:19-28 
 
 

Lenten Wednesday Prayer Services 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm in Sanctuary 

 
April 3 Prayer in Community 
 
April 10 Praying Scripture (Lectio Divina) 
 
 
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for 
all, we welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CARING CORNER 
 
As a faith community, we play a vital role in offering a safe, support-
ive, and welcoming environment for people with dementia. On May 1, 
Lisa Wells will conduct a one-hour Dementia Friendly Faith          
Community session in the sanctuary from 4:00 to 5:00. The objectives 
are below.  
 
* Learning what dementia is 
* Recognizing the signs of dementia 
* Learning tips for communicating with and welcoming people with  
dementia 
* Getting ideas for creating a dementia friendly space 
* Becoming familiar with the community resources 
 
If you attended Lisa’s session three years ago, please note that this 
presentation will provide updated information. If you could not attend 
back then, please do so this time. We are committed to being a      
dementia friendly church - we welcome and include people with      
dementia, and we support their care givers.  
 
This training is free, and it will be followed by supper in Fellowship 
Hall at 5:00. If you are also attending the Survey of Methodist       
Controversies class at 5:00, this supper is also for you. 
 
Brought to you by ATIT - the Accessibility Toward Inclusion Team 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, 
past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit Rider  
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church  
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address Service  
Requested changes that 
come back to the church. 
We appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May Circuit Rider  
Deadline is  

Wednesday, April 17th for  
Thursday, April 25th 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

But this month, as we prepare for Easter, we are reminded of 
one essential feature of the church: the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. From the earliest days of the church, the 
Resurrection has been the central message. It is the only thing 
that appears in every single sermon in the Book of Acts – 
whether it was preached to Jews or Greeks, rich or poor, labor-
er or merchant or philosopher. And it’s the one thing we cannot 
do without, or we stop being the church. 

Think about it: what would we be without the resurrection? First 
of all, Jesus wouldn’t be our God but would be a really great 
teacher from long ago. A Christian would just be someone who 
liked the ideas of Jesus, as a platonist is someone who likes 
the ideas of Plato. Second, our faith would be without victory. 
Jesus’ resurrection marks the ultimate victory over death, as 
his death marks the ultimate victory over sin. Without the     
resurrection, Jesus’ death would be just another sad example 
of how really great people are misunderstood during their own 
time. And finally, without the resurrection, we would have no 
hope. As Christ defeated death, so too will we. Without Easter, 
we are a pathetic group, a cluster of sad and hopeless people 
who share a fondness for the teachings of one really old and 
really dead moral philosopher named Jesus. 

But with the resurrection, we are a church. And however the 
church may change in the face of new challenges, this will  
never change: Christ is Risen; He is Risen Indeed. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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HOW TO ARGUE LIKE A METHODIST 

 

We live in stirring times for Methodists. One group is divided the other, and there seems 

to be no middle ground. General Conferences have become battlefields, or Cold Wars 

with different groups plotting for advantage. There is even talk of schism in the church. 

Nothing like this has ever happened before! 

Except it has. Many times. 

As we face our current time of divisiveness and tension, our Spiritual Formation team 

has concluded that we need some context, so beginning the week after Easter they will 

be sponsoring a brief historical survey of the friction and factions of the people called 

Methodists – from John Wesley to the present. We have never been free from controversy, and we have 

sometimes dealt with it well, and sometimes (okay, honestly, lots of times) not so well. Perhaps, by    

looking at the historical perspective, we can see not only some mistakes to avoid but also recognize that 

no controversy or division or outright schism has ended the church before.  

The classes will be April 24 and May 1, 8, 15, and 22. They will begin at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

There are no other meals at church that month, so if that’s dinner time you are invited to bring a sack  

dinner. The sessions will begin with a presentation by Pastor Jerry, followed by a discussion led by a   

distinguished panel of local experts in Methodism. We are looking at streaming the sessions on            

Facebook as well, for those who cannot make that time. 

 

APRIL BREAKFAST DATE MOVED UP 

Since Easter falls on the third Sunday of the month, our Breakfast Crew 

has moved the serving of the  famous Lake Street Pancakes and French 

Toast Breakfast up one week in April.  Plan to meet your Lake Street 

friends and neighbors for breakfast on Sunday, April 14th in the             

Fellowship Hall.  Serving time is from 8:00 am until 11:30 am.  Come to 

worship and then to breakfast, or have breakfast first and then join us for 

worship.  It will be a great way to start Holy Week!  



 

 

5 

 
Important Dates for April 

Wed, April 3rd – Executive 

Committee 10am Room 202 

 

Sat, April 6th - Mission Action 

Day 9am – 2:30pm Mauston, 

WI Tues,  

 

April 9th – AM Reading Group 

9:30am Fireside Library Wed,  

 

April 10th – Faith Circle 1pm 

Fireside Library - Rebecca    

Circle 1:30pm Fellowship Hall 

NO General Meeting  

 

Thur, April 25th – PM Reading 

Group  

 

Every Thur. in April - Quilters 

9am – 3pm Room 101 

 
 
This month’s birthdays 
4-5 Jean Piper 
4-15 Jennie Stratton 
 
 

UMW NEWS 

What an opportunity to learn more about two very important topics we 
are facing today –Racial Inequality and Trauma with Opiates!  Join 
other UMW members as we travel to Mauston United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, April 6 for Mission Action Day from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.  Simply get a registration form from the UMW bulletin board 
outside the church office.  Call Rita Houser if you would like to share 
a ride.  This will replace the April general meeting.  Let’s have a good 
Lake Street UMW turn-out!  
 
 
 
UMW BOOK REVIEW 
THE WESLEY CHALLENGE: 21 DAYS TO A 
MORE AUTHENTIC FAITH 
-By Chris Folmsbee 
 
How can we introduce people to the practical 
and accessible Wesley?  In The Wesley  
Challenge small groups or whole churches 
will spend three weeks working through   
twenty-one questions that will engage their 
physical, spiritual and emotional lives and 
their relationship with God and others.  The 
challenge will inspire readers to a new kind of 
commitment – one that is more authentic,  
vulnerable, and soul-shaping, resulting in a 
renewed passion to discover deeper levels of commitment to God 
and others.  Each chapter contains Scripture for mediation, ideas for 
prayer, and questions for reflection and application. 
 
This book is found on the UMW book cart in the Fireside Room.  The 
green dot on the book indicates that it is in the Spiritual Growth      
category. 
 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE NOW AND IN 6 MONTHS 

We made it!  We got through the challenging Winter.  Now it's onward 
and upward to our ALL CHURCH BAZAAR to be held October 19 & 
20.  Let's use the still cool days and times of April showers to work on 
projects for the Bazaar.  Think testing new recipes for the bakery 
booth, knitting warm stocking caps, putting ribbons on decorative 
wreaths, shooting photographs for greeting cards.  Working now to-
ward the Bazaar will help us meet our fundraising goal of serving the 
local community, worldwide missions, and our own Lake Street 
UMC.  Spring into action! 

 
The MORNING READING GROUP will meet at the Church Library, 
9:30 April 9. Poetry is the program.  



 

 

 

 

GENERAL CONFERENCE UPDATE 

Pastor Jerry 

In a few words, not much to say. 

As you know, the special General Conference held in 
February, ended up reaffirming the restrictions on       
ordaining gay or lesbian clergy and on performing same
-sex weddings. It then went further and established 
heavy penalties for clergy or bishops who violate these 
rules. None of this was welcome to me or to at least the 
vast majority of this congregation. So now what? 

The current status is “wait.” Some of the resolutions that were passed at the General 
Conference have been appealed to the Judicial Council (sort of like the United       
Methodist Supreme Court), and those rulings are expected this month. So we’re waiting 
for those. 

No matter what the Judicial Council says, there is another General Conference     
scheduled for May of next year, in Minneapolis, and there will surely be motions taken 
at that time regarding the future options for conferences and congregations that feel   
disenfranchised by the 2019 decisions. So we also wait for that. 

This is not to say that there is nothing going on now. Different groups are issuing    
statements, which is a standard United Methodist reaction to pretty much everything. 
Other plans are surely being made – both for ways to keep the denomination together 
and ways to divide – but these are in early stages, as far as I can tell. So, again, we are 
waiting.  

Waiting, but not passively, exactly. This year again we’ll have a booth at the Eau Claire 
Pride Festival, and I plan to be there, just to make sure people know that we are who 
we are, and that nobody else speaks for us. 

 

 

DIGITAL SHOOTERS TO LEARN ABOUT THE BAHA’I TEMPLE. 
APRIL 17TH   

 

Lloyd Shepherd  will share what he has learned about the Baha’i        
tradition and the photos he took of the Baha’i Temple on his recent trip 
to Santiago, Chile. All are invited to attend.   We will meet in room 202 
at 6:30 on Wednesday, April 17  

 

Digital Shooters Gallery, in Fellowship Hall, for April displays photos of the Baha’i    
Temple. Taken by Lloyd Shepherd  
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Memorials and Special Gifts          

received through March 17
th

 

 

In memory of:  Jerry Merryfield; 

Donor:  Craig Koerth;  

Designated for:  IM Church; 

 
In memory of:  Chuck Fuller; 

Donor:  Martha Fuller and his family; 

Designated for:  Flowers for Sunday 

May 12
th
; 

 
In memory of:  Everett Blakeley Jr; 

Donor:  Pat Henderson;  
Designated for Capital Improvement – 
area of greatest need. 
  

THINK BEFORE YOU WIPE 

5 FACTS about our use of paper products and 

recycling:  

1. If every household in the United States        

replaced just one roll of virgin fiber paper     

towels (70 sheets) with 100 percent recycled 

ones, we could save 544 trees. If every 

household in the United States replaced just 

one roll of virgin toilet paper (500 sheets) with 

100 percent recycled ones, we could save 

423,900 trees. 

2. Over 17 billion toilet paper tubes are thrown 

away each year.  That is enough to fill the  

Empire State Building, Twice! Try using toilet 

paper rolls without the cardboard tube. 

3. If every house hold in the United States       

replaced just one package of virgin fiber    

napkins (250 count) with 100 percent ones, 

we could save 1 million trees.  Try using cloth 

napkins. 

4. We throw away enough paper to make toilet 

paper for a lifetime.  Think before you throw! 

5. Every day, over 3,000 tons of paper towel 

waste is produced in the United States alone.  

What could we do differently in our own 

home? 

 

None of us are perfect!  However, if 

we can just cut back and work      

towards using recycled paper  

products, the planet will be in a   

better shape. 

 

Start today, look for, and purchase paper products 

made from 100 percent recycled paper. 

 
Information for this article was taken from 
www.drgreene.com.  The United Methodist Women are   
concerned about our planet and we do not want to keep the 
information we find to ourselves.   
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April Loose Change Mission Offering 

Community Table 

One of the community ministries that our 

congregation has embraced and sup-

ported with hours of labor is the Com-

munity Table - which serves a hot meal 

every day of the year to anyone who is 

hungry. 

Well, food requires more than time; it 

takes money as well. This month, let’s 

put our money where our time is. Look 

for the orange buckets after church! 

http://www.drgreene.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CAMPAIGN  

UPDATE 
(as of 3-20-19) 

 

Goal: $102,000 
Progress: $72,333 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVOID CREDIT CARD 

FRAUD 

 

Use SCRIP cards for all 

of your purchases.  

Your identity can remain 

your own. 

 

Buy SCRIP     

 

Support LSUMC 
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ARCW WISH LIST FOR APRIL:  JELL-O AND/OR PUDDING 
 
Help clients with HIV/AIDS and their families during April by         

donating a box of Jell-O or Pudding to the AIDS Resource Center of 

Wisconsin Food Pantry.  The ARCW Food Pantry is located here in 

Eau Claire and provides direct services to people within our      

community struggling with HIV/AIDS.  Please place your donation in 

the ARCW Food Pantry box near the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks to the folks who donated 30 "Meal-in-a-Can" items in     

February.  Thanks also for the additional donations of: pound cake, 

jello, quick one-minute oats, "Chicken Biskit Crackers" and yogurt 

salad dressing.  Your continued help is appreciated! 

 

Lake Street serves at the Community Table Saturday, April 6th, 

9am to 1:30pm. Sign-up to volunteer on the yellow Connect Card on 

March 24th or March 31st or contact Chris Draxler at                   

ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org or by calling 715 832-6603. 

 

MISSION PAGE 



 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

When I presented last month’s wonderful stellar financial report (a surplus of over $12,000!), I did say that one 

had to be careful of making too much of one month. There are just too many variables that can skew a  

monthly report one way or another. Witness the report below: 

What you may have noticed is that our huge surplus from January basically disappeared in February. Now 

there may be any number of reasons for this, not least of which is that the last Sunday in February was the 

Sunday when we had 5 people present at worship and 300+ watching on Facebook or listening on the radio 

during the snowstorm. It was basically a three-Sunday giving month. 

But even without that factor, this would not be especially surprising. I’ve been a pastor more than 20 years 

now, and I’ve grown more than accustomed to the roller-coaster ride of monthly financial reports. It makes 

budgeting hard, gives finance committees high blood pressure, and it just seems to be the way things are. 

But it doesn’t have to be. There is one thing that has helped to level out the roller coaster ride a little bit:     

regular online giving. As more and more people sign up for electronic giving, designating an amount that will 

be sent to the church even on weeks when you don’t have your checkbook, even in months when you’re in Ft. 

Myers. It has been a while since we highlighted the online giving that we began in 2017, but it’s worth noting 

again. With this convenience, you may give from anywhere, at any time, and – if you like – set that gift to be a 

recurring one. The company we are working with is secure and easy to use. Simply go to 

our church website (lakestreetumc.org), click on “Give,” and follow the instructions.  

But however you give, thank you.  

 

Want to sign up for online giving? Visit www.lakestreetumc.org/give for more         

information 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 
 

  
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;      
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)   ❑ April 7th (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________   ❑ April 14th(radio and/or flowers) 
In Memory of: _____________   ❑ April 21th (radio)   
In Honor of:________________   ❑ April 28th (radio) 
In Recognition of: _________________ 
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Children’s Connections 

Hello Families of Lake Street! April 

Brings us the wonderful Holiday of 

Easter. And to celebrate with all of you 

we will be having an Easter Egg hunt 

on April 14th After the Second Service! 

Prepare to stay a little   after to join us 

for the fun. We can't wait to see you 

there.  

Wish List 

 

 

   - Scrapbook Paper 

    - Colored card-stock 

    - Tacky glue 

    - Bulletin Board Boarders 

    - Small Bookshelf  

    -  Postage Stamps 

    - LARGE CORKBOARD/            

 BULLETIN BOARD 

  

 Upcoming Children’s Ministry Calendar 

  

April 10th - Parents Group 

4:30pm Preschool Room 

  

April 14th - Craft Bags 

Don't forget to grab your craft bags to take home from your 

Sunday School teacher  

  

April 14th - Easter egg Hunt    

 After second service—meet IN fellowship hall 

 

Youth Group Calendar 

April 17th Youth Attend Holy week activities.  

April 24th bowling and pizza at 615 pm.  

Youth group time change 6:15pm to 7pm to accommodate 

confirmation schedule 

 

Questions? 

Contact: 

Kenna Szymanski 

Children@LakeStreetumc.org 

715-214-3240 

  

 Like us on Facebook: 

 

www.facebook.com/lakestreetkids 
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Excerpts from “Not By Bread Alone” by Bishop Hee Soo Jung 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness, 

2
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. 

He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. 

3
The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this 

stone to become a loaf of bread.’ 
4
Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “One 

does not live by bread alone.” 

Luke 4:1-4 

The forty days that Jesus journeyed in the wilderness were a time of   
preparation, training, and grounding. They were a proof of who Jesus was 
and what Jesus could do through the power of God’s guidance and spirit. 
Through this time and experience, Jesus was affirmed that his faith was 
greater than a desire for power, for control, for creature comforts, or for 
basic needs. God provides, and when God gives, we lack for nothing of 
value. 

Do we believe this? Do we truly trust that God will provide all that we could 
need or hope for? Is our faith greater than our fear? Is our trust more solid 
than our doubts? Do we ever worry that the devil might be powerful 
enough to lessen our faith or weaken our resolve? Let us be honest,    
because we are human. 

Our United Methodist Church is currently in a wilderness time, a Lenten 
season. We do not see a clear way forward. There is anxiety. There is 
animosity. There is frustration and confusion and exhaustion. It would be 
so easy to just give up – to sit down on a rock in the desert and quit. We 
are tired and hungry and cranky and unhappy. At such times it may be 
almost impossible to say, “thank you, Lord!” It may be hard to stand firm in 
our faith and say to God “I am ready for whatever may come next!” It may 
stick in our throat to proclaim, “no I am fine, I have all I need.” It is much 
easier to focus on what we don’t have, what we can’t do, and how we are 
not content, than it is to humbly say, “not my will be done, but yours, O 
Lord.” 

I do not believe we can fully appreciate what Jesus did in his forty days 
when we stay comfortable and content in our daily routine. I believe that 
Lent is a time for some discomfort, for some sacrifice, and for some deep 
and honest reflection. I encourage us all to pray as often and as hard as 
we can “thy will be done, O Lord.” I encourage us all to fast – if not from 
food, then from noise or screens or entertainment or snacks or phones or 
email or any of a thousand things that distract us and encourage a       
chattering “monkey-mind” to keep us agitated and unfocused. Give more 
time to God this Lenten season. When you feel angry, turn to God. When 
you feel empty, turn to God. When you feel anxious, turn to God. When 
frightened or discouraged or exhausted, turn to God. Don’t give in; don’t 
give up. Life can be hard and challenging and even tempting, but God is 
with you every step of the way. 

During our Lenten journey, I encourage us all to take seriously God’s gift 
of Sabbath – time away from everything. Make space – true wilderness 
space – to let go. Let go of hurt. Let go of control.  Let go of fear. Let go of 
distrust. Let go of anger. Let go of desire. Let go. Empty yourself. Fast. 
Prepare. Pray. Breathe. And know that the very Spirit of the living God will 
provide everything you need and will strengthen you for all that is to come.  

Thanks be to God. 

Grace and Peace,Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

 






