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Counter-Cultural 
Pastor Jerry Morris 

In 1951, the theologian H. Richard Niebuhr took on a fascinating question: What is the 
appropriate relationship of Christ and human culture? Through a thorough examination 
of scripture and church history, he offered some helpful ways to think about the     
problem. 

For instance, some see following Christ as rejecting culture. (Niebuhr calls this “Christ 
against Culture.”) The world is bad; Christ is good. We must separate ourselves from 
the temptations and compromises that come with being a part of human society. We 
see this view in the history of hermits and some types of monasticism, but also in the 
teachings of Leo Tolstoy and the communal separation of groups like the Amish. A 
recent book, The Benedict Option, calls on Christians to withdraw from corrupt society 
in every possible way, and a movement of young Christians (The New Monasticism) is 
founding separate religious communities around the nation, enabling them to withdraw 
from corrupt society. 

Directly opposite to this approach is what Niebuhr called “The Christ of Culture.” This 
is the idea that Christ is the fulfillment of the ideals of a society. This is seen most 
clearly in some forms of liberal Protestantism, where the ideals of the church are the 
highest ideals of the society – honesty, fairness, tolerance, for instance – and Christ is 
grafted onto those ideals and made to look as if he were their perfect representative. 
C.S. Lewis comments somewhere that the Christ he heard about as a child in Britain 
seemed to be mostly concerned with good sportsmanship and keeping a stiff upper lip. 
But Christ can be co-opted by conservatives as well as liberals, and we see this in 
much of American evangelicalism: in prosperity teachers who declare that Christ 
wants us to be rich, in churches that teach that Christ is on the side of US troops, and 
(I’m serious about this one) assume that Jesus is a 2nd Amendment warrior and sup-
ports the private ownership of assault weapons. Historian John Lee Eighmy entitled 
his book on the Christianity of the American South Churches in Cultural Captivity.  

I hope, though, that few of you are attracted by either of these options. It is not      
practical to separate entirely from culture; nor should we be interested in a Christ that 
is no more than a tool for promoting cultural values. The rest of Niebuhr’s book        
explores different ways that people have tried to balance Christ and culture, and in a 
small way I’m going to begin asking questions about this issue in my next sermon    
series: “Counter-Cultural.” 

My premise is simple. Christ came to earth as a Jewish man in a particular Jewish  
cultural context, to which he mostly adapted. Culture is not necessarily bad. Indeed it 
is impossible to imagine humans living together without culture. After all, even the 
Amish and monastic communities that separate themselves from a culture only end up 
creating a new one. But that same Jesus who existed within his culture also           
challenged it in stark and startling ways. Some of his teachings, in fact, not only      
challenged his own historical culture but every human culture that has ever existed. 
That seems to me significant, and this fall I want to explore the ideals of our faith that 
run upstream, against the current, because I suspect those are the ones that are    
supposed to define us as Christ-followers. 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Sunday, September 1 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost, Labor Day 
 Service at 9:00 am with Communion*  
 Sermon: “The Curse of Wasted Labor” 
 Deut. 28:30-33; Amos 5:11; Micah 6:15; Isaiah 65:21-23 
 

Sermon Series: Counter-Cultural 
 
Sunday, September 8 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Service at 9:00 am; featuring the King’s Countrymen 
 Sermon: “Church and World” 
 John 17:6-18 
 
Sunday, September 15 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost, Return to two morn-
ing services 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Counter-Cultural Happiness” 
 Matt. 6:25-34; Luke 9:23-24  
  
Sunday, September 22 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Counter-Cultural Wealth” 
 Luke 12:13-21; Mark 12:41-44 
 
Sunday, September 29 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost; Disability Awareness 
Sunday 
 Service at 9:00 am 
 Sermon: “Counter-Cultural Importance” 
 Mark 9:33-37, 10:35-45 
 
 
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for all, we welcome to 
Christ’s table all who seek God. 

 

Music Rehearsals Resume in September! 

As we return to our fall schedule, our musical ensembles begin their         
preparations, too.  

 Handbells Wednesday, Sept. 4, 6:00pm 

 Chancel Choir Wednesday, Sept. 4, 7:00pm 

 Praise Band After worship, Sept. 8 (before lunch) 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship  

In September, as usual, we will go back to two worship services, but the start 
date will be week later this year. Normally, we switch to two services on the 
Sunday after Labor Day weekend – which this year will be September 8 – but 
this year that Sunday will be a special Kick Off Sunday. We will stay with our 
summer 9:00am combined worship, which that Sunday will be led by The 
King’s Countrymen, after which we will have a brat and beans cookout in the 
Fellowship Hall. We will also have opportunities to hear about and participate 
in some of the community ministries of our church. Then, on September 29, 
we will revert for a week back to the 9:00am combined schedule, for our   
usual 5th Sunday Together. This combined service will be sponsored by our 
Accessibility Team (AT-IT) and will be our annual Disability Awareness    
Sunday. it will include sessions on the inclusion of the seeing and hearing 
impaired as well as a potluck brunch.  
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 



 

 

2019 Eau Claire Clearwater Winter Parade 
Friday, December 6th 

 

Lake Street Church has participated in the Clearwater Winter Parade 
for the past 5 years. It is an excellent opportunity to be present in our 
community with the message of Jesus’ birth – the reason why we   
celebrate Christmas.   
 
We have a plan in place already for our participation for 2019, but we 
need to hear from our members. Our walking float will take             
participation from members in a variety of ways and we want to know 
that there our members, members and their dogs and members willing 
to sew costumes that are available and willing to participate to make 
this happen. 
 
There will have a poster explaining our plan for the parade and an  
area for members to sign-up in the Welcome Area come the first of 
September. 
 

New Look for Lake Street Digital Shooters! 
 
Hope you enjoyed the Gallery in August that presented 
nine photographs from 9 different congregation members.  
If you missed them they are now on display in  the library. 
Do you have a photo you could share? 
 
Our planning committee has made some changes in the focus of our 
meetings. Instead of focusing our time on learning new photographic 
techniques we are going to spend more time looking at photos taken 
and then learn about what it is that makes for a good photo. 
 
This fall each of our meetings we will have a “Presenter” who will 
show his or her favorite photos or photos of a trip they have            
taken.  Also, we will have time for “Show and Tell” if members have 
something special or unusual photos show just for fun.  
Tentative schedule is as follows: 
       
  September 11: Presenter will be Lloyd showing photos of his recent 
     trip to Alaska. 
        October 9: Presenter will be Winnie Doxsie showing photos of 
     maritime trip. 
        November 13:    TBA. 
 
What trips have you taken that can be shared at a future meeting? 
Looking forward to seeing you at LSDS. 

 
Want to sign up for online giving? Visit www.lakestreetumc.org/

give for more information 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, 
past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit Rider  
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church  
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address Service  
Requested changes that 
come back to the church. 
We appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
October Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, September 

18th for  
Thursday, September 26th 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 
 

  
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;      
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)   ❑ September 8th (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________   ❑ September 15th (radio and/or flowers) 
In Memory of: _____________   ❑ September 22nd(radio and/or flowers)   
In Honor of:________________   ❑ September 29th (radio and/or flowers) 
In Recognition of: _________________  ❑ October 6th (radio and/or flowers) 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Inclusive Ministry Church in August: 
Ten Commandments Are for All of Us 

Dr. Katherine Schneider 

The first year of Inclusive Ministry church focused on God loves us. When it came time for the core 
team to lead in August, I jumped at the chance to take our content to the next level of: God loves us 
and expects something out of us in response. IM believes all have things to give, so I decided that all 
should have a part in crafting the sermon.   

I did a lot of background reading on the ten commandments to try to figure out how to approach rules 
like “Thou shalt not commit adultery” at a level that would be understood by a varied audience; age 
range seven to seventy-plus with varying abilities and disabilities. I picked out five commandments 
and wrote a discussion question for each one.  When it came time for the sermon, I gave a general 
intro and then called on the table leaders to summarize the discussion from their table. Folks at the 
table could also show their art work to the group. For example, the “no other gods” table made      
pictures of other possible gods including the Green Bay Packers (as opposed to spending time on 
church activities.) The “thou shalt not kill” tables talked about alternatives to killing like walking away, 
counting to ten, etc. I covered the more abstract ones including adultery which I summarized as 
“Don’t have sex except with the person you’re married to” in case you’re curious. 

We had a bit of the summer camp theme since it was August and the chief cook even brought two 
different s’more bars for our cookies to top off the meal.  Because of all the volunteers who took time 
out of their summer Sunday afternoons to help, serving as table leaders, greeters, music leaders and 
kitchen workers,  it was a great day.  I kind of doubt that either of the pastors who were there helping 
out will try group sermons at their churches, but it worked!  The head cook almost had to multiply the 
loaves and fishes because of all the participants who showed up, but she did it the traditional way 
and sent a volunteer to the store for more hot dogs and buns.  We are the church together! 

Disability Awareness Sunday 

September 29 

Once again this year we celebrate and 
seek to strengthen our church’s commit-
ment to welcoming all people, regardless of 
ability, by holding a Disability Awareness 
Sunday. Pastor Jerry will preach about 
Christ’s Counter-Cultural ideas regarding 
who was important, and Dr. Katherine 
Schneider will lead sessions on how to be 
welcoming to the seeing and hearing      
impaired communities. 

This being the fifth Sunday of the month, 
we will combine our two Sunday morning 
worship services (5th Sunday Together) at 
9:00 am and then have a meal together in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

“This Is Lake Street” 
An Introduction to Our Church for Guests and 

Friends 
 

Among our regulars on Sunday mornings are many 
guests, and this is wonderful. Some are from other 
churches or different religious traditions or even from 
no religious background at all. And some of you may 
be wondering what membership in this church, or the 
United Methodist Church actually means. On       
September 15 and 22, after the 10:00am worship  
service, Pastor Jerry will be leading an introduction to 
membership in the Fireside Library. This is not just for 
people who already know they want to join; this for 
anyone who wants to know more about who we are. 
  

Our first session we will talk about the Values of this 
congregation – worship, inclusive welcome,     
compassionate outreach, and spiritual formation 
– and in the second session, for those who are          
interested in membership, we will talk about that   
process in the United Methodist Church. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Stampers will meet 
Thursday, September 12th 
at 3:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall. Thanks to everyone 
who keeps turning up to 
make cards for our mem-
bers who are less active 
than they would wish to be. A reminder 
from Jennie: At our September meeting, 
there will be some paper supplies for   
anyone who has signed up to make a 
monthly card. So think of your card and 
see if these will help you.  

Lake Street will be serving at the Community 
Table on Friday, September 20th We are 
asked to LOVE our neighbors, prepping a 
meal or serving a meal at the Community   
Table is an excellent opportunity to do just 
that. 
 
We are looking for a team to prep the meal 
from 3pm to 5pm and a to serve & cleanup 
from 4:45pm to 6:45pm 
 
If you are interested, sign-up on the yellow 
Connect Card or please contact Chris Draxler 
at 715 832-6603 or by e-mailing at             
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org 
 

 

College Students 
 

$50 Prepaid VISA 
cards for your  

favorite students  
going off to school 

are available!!  
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

 

ARCW Wish List for September: Bathroom Tissue 

 

During September you're invited to join 

others from Lake Street in supporting the 

Aids Resource Center of Wisconsin Food 

Pantry by donating bathroom tissue.  

Bathroom tissue is an item that is          

requested by the ARCW Food Pantry for its clients since 

this hygiene product is not provided by the pantry itself. 

Clients of the ARCW Food Pantry receive bathroom tissue 

because of the generosity of Lake Street members. Thank 

you for considering a donation of bathroom tissue since it's 

such a popular and frequently requested item. 

 

Thanks to all the folks who donated 62 tubes of toothpaste 

during the month of July to the ARCW Food Pantry. ARCW 

caseworkers want us to pass on their overwhelming thanks 

for your donation! Your efforts touch many individuals and 

families in our community.  

 

UWEC Fostering Success, Continued 

The Missions team is extending its monthly mission       

emphasis on the UWEC Fostering Success Program for a 

second month. The UWEC Fostering Success Program is 

aimed at providing resources and support for UWEC     

students who are former foster youth and/or identify as 

homeless.  This program’s goal is to provide these        

students essential supplies to begin their lives as college 

students. The list of essentials includes laundry, toiletry, 

packaged food and personal needs items. The Mission 

Team has committed to providing 50 of each of the        

following items prior to the beginning of the UWEC         

academic year: 

Laundry baskets (already provided) 

Laundry detergent (liquid) 

Dryer sheets 

Labeled baskets will be provided in the Fellowship Hall. 

This program is also hoping to raise $6,000 to help       

purchase towels and bedding. Your generous donations to 

the August loose change bucket will be donated to this 

cause. Thank you for your continued support of our     

community! 
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Important Dates for            

September 

September 4th 

     9am – One Hour of Prayer 

                 Fireside Library 

     10am – Executive Board

 Room 202 

September 10th 

     9:30am – Morning Reading 

 Group  

 Fireside Library 

September 11th 

     1pm – Faith Circle 

  2718 W. Princeton Ave. 
 Phone 715 828-7826.  
 

     1:30pm – Rebecca Circle 

 Fellowship Hall 

September 13th 

 Registration deadline for 

 District Annual Gathering 

September 18th 

     12 noon - General Meeting 

 BYOL with program to 

 follow 

September 21st 

     9am – 3pm – District Annual 

 Gathering 

            Osceola UMC 

September 26th 

     9:30 am – Evening Reading 

 Group 

 
Every Thursday, the Quilters 

meet in Room 103 from 9am till 
3pm and quilt. 
 
This month’s birthdays 
9-3 Linda Peterson 
9-7 Gail Schneider—90 
9-11 Jane Kilde 
9-12 Julie Holzinger 
9-23 Elizabeth Clark 
9-23 Joyce Nelson 
9-25 Lloyd Kragenbring—80 
9-27 Carroll Vowels—85 

UMW NEWS 

It’s time to kick-off our exciting fall programs starting with the UMW     
general meeting on Wednesday, September 18 in the Fellowship Hall. It 
is a noon meeting, and everyone is asked to bring your own bag lunch. 
Dessert and beverage will be provided. Chris Draxler will be coordinating 
the program, Climate Justice. Our guest speaker will be Josie Gobel, 
Madison, WI. One of her favorite sayings is, ”God didn’t make trash, and 
neither should we.” Plan to join us and send your reservation to Julie  
Holzinger by Sunday, September 15.  
 
It’s also time to gather together for the Northwest UMW Annual Fall  
Gathering at Osceola United Methodist Church on Saturday, September 
21 from 8:30 – 3:00. The theme is Supporting Children in Our            
Communities. Dr. Sarah Culter, principal of Frank Allis Elementary in 
Madison, will be the guest speaker. Her topic is ”Race, Resiliency and 
Restoration for Education”. The cost is $15 for registration and meal. 
Registration forms are on the UMW bulletin board outside the church   
office and the deadline is September 13. Please contact Rita Houser, if 
you plan to attend, as there will be ride-sharing. Let’s have a good Lake 
Street representation!  

 
 

Bazaar Help Needed 
  
Lake Street Fall Bazaar is less than seven (yes 
7!) weeks away.  What can you do yet for this 
annual fundraiser on  October 19 & 20?  Try 
these ideas: 
     * Tell your family, friends and neighbors 
about this great event. 
     * Bring someone with you to share these fun 
days at Lake Street. 
     * Plan to do lunch Saturday, and the       
Pancake/Fr. Toast Breakfast on Sunday in   
Fellowship Hall. 
     * Volunteer to work a couple hours in a booth, or to prepare/serve at 
one of the weekend meals. 
     * Pray for those planning, making, setting up or selling, and for       
customers and good weather. 
     * Donate toward meal and other expenses. 
 
Also don’t forget there will be a bazaar workday on September 24th.  
Meet in the Fellowship Hall from 9 – noon to help with the finishing  
touches on our woodworked projects and other items we can embellish.  
 
Remember that it is MISSION POSSIBLE because of your help and     
involvement.  Thank you. 
 

Learn about Recycling 
 
If you are interested in learning more, please join the UMW on      
Wednesday, September 18th for an informative presentation from Josie 
Gobel – the Queen of Recycling.  Bring Our Own Lunch at 12 noon and 
program will begin at 1pm.  This program is for ALL…all women, men, 
friends, neighbors…all who are interested in making a positive difference 
for our planet. 
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20 Ways to Use LESS PLASTIC 

CARRY A REUSABLE BAG TO THE STORE. 

Plastic bags are choking marine life and there is no reason to ever use them!!! 

DON’T BUY WHAT YOU DON’T NEED. 

It may seem obvious, but asking yourself, “Do I really need this?” can save both money and plastic. 

USE A REUSABLE WATER BOTTLE, EVERY TIME. 

Instead of plastic, use an environmentally friendly alternative, such as stainless steel, glass, or a wooden refillable bottle. 

RECYCLE, BUT DON’T STOP THERE. 

 Talk to your community leaders and find out what really happens to your community’s recyclables and insist they are going to a 

certified plastic recycling facility. 

WHEN OFFERED A CHOICE, SELECT PAPER, GLASS, OR METAL PACKAGING. 

These containers are much more likely to be recycled than plastic.  Tell store managers you want more of these sustainable  

alternatives! 

REUSE AND REPURPOSE 

Every time you give something second-hand a second-life, you avoid the use of plastic packaging. 

STOP USING PLASTIC STRAWS. 

If you do need a straw, insist on a paper one or carry your own glass or metal straw that can be washed and used again and again. 

BREAK OUT OF PLASTIC TAKEOUT CONTAINERS. 

Frequent restaurants that use only paper or foil. 

BUY IN BULK. 

 The larger portions you buy, the less packaging you use.  Buying in bulk also means fewer trips to the store, which helps cut your 

carbon footprint. 

DON’T’ USE A DISPOSABLE RAZOR. 

Your planet isn’t disposable, so why should your razor be? 

CARRY A TRAVEL MUG. 

 If you drive, keep it is your car so you won’t forget.  Even when coffee cups are made of paper, the lids are usually plastic.  And say 

no to plastic stirrers! 

USE RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES. 

Doing so avoids buying plastic wrapped new ones. 

REUSE PLASTIC 

Have plastic bottles? Find new purposes for them, like watering your plants.  Have a plastic margarine tub?  It ’s perfect for  

leftovers. 

 MAKE SURE YOUR COSMETIC AND TOILETRY PRODUCTS DON’T’T USE PLASTIC MICROFIBERS OR MICROBEADS. 

 If you can’t tell from the label, call and ask.  If they are still using microfiber plastics, tell them you wont ’ buy their products anymore 

until they become part of the solution! 

CHOOSE NATURAL FIBERS. 

       Synthetics include plastic and other microfibers that may not break down for thousands of years.  Instead, choose cotton, wool, 

hemp and silk. 

STOP CHEWING GUM. 

 Or at least ,make sure it’s all natural.  Believe it or not, most gums are now made with plastic.  Chew on that for a minute; and then 

don’t. 

SET A GOOD EXAMPLE 

 If others parents are bringing single-use plastic water bottles to the soccer game, when it’s your turn email the team and tell them 

to bring a reusable bottles that you’ll cheerfully refill. 

THINK AS YOU SHOP 

       Generally, fewer frozen foods mean less plastic.  You don’t actually need to place all your produce in plastic bags!  And if the meat 

at your store is wrapped in plastic and Styrofoam, go directly to the butcher in the back and have them wrap you fresh-cut order in 

butcher paper. 

BUY POWERED LAUNDRY DETERGENT. 

It comes in boxes instead of liquid detergent, which comes in plastic bottles. 

JOIN A COMMUNITY THAT SHARES AND SUPPORTS YOUR GOALS 

 

 

 

Information provided by the Sierra Club 
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Confirmation and Youth Events This Fall 
 

Fall is a time of new beginnings in the church’s life, as we resume classes and programs that took a 
summer break. Sometimes new beginnings are really new, and we have some changes coming for our 
Confirmation and Youth programs. 

First of all, Confirmation this year will be at a new time in a new place. Instead of meeting from 5:30-
6:15pm on Wednesdays, our class time will be on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:00am. (This isn’t 
that big a change, really. Most of our Confirmation program – mentoring, mission projects, service in 
church – takes place outside of class time.) The Confirmands will meet in their new, freshly-painted 
room, downstairs beside the Youth Room. 

Meanwhile, our youth program will be changing as well. Instead of meeting every Wednesday night 
from 6:15-7:00pm, they will gather every 3rd Wednesday from 5:30-7:00 for a more extended time. 
Sometimes these gatherings will be at church, other times they may be off campus. Stay tuned to this 
station for updates. 

 

Adult Bible Study this Month 

The Adult Bible Study that meets at 0830 in the reception room behind the chancel will be studying the 
Acts of the Apostles, starting on 9/15. Pastor Jerry has given us a splendid overview of the book this 
past summer. We will be “filling in” his outline, seeing in greater detail the people, places, and ideas 
that shaped the early church. Please join us in watching the epic battle of personalities as Paul brings 
the early church of Jewish Christians into a church of primarily Gentile Christians.  

 

 
A Practical Divinity: Wednesday Classes this Fall 

 

Methodists have always been noted for their involvement in day-to-day life and their practical approach 
to faith. John Wesley’s term was “practical divinity.” Those early Methodists didn’t just go out preaching 
the gospel and teaching Bible lessons. They started schools and libraries and job training programs 
and things that helped people with their physical lives now. 

We continue that tradition this fall with a couple of classes on Wednesday nights, beginning on       
September 25. At 4:00 pm, Jill Wiesenbeck will lead a class on personal finance, using the tools of   
Microsoft Excel. (If you have a laptop, bring it with you.) At the same time, in another room, Kent    
Gierhart will be leading sessions on “What Your Pharmacist Wishes You Knew About Drugs.” Signups 
for these classes are in the office and will be available on Sunday, September 8. 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 



 

 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

 

Financial Report, July, 2019 

When my family and I lived in Arkansas, our town experienced a  
major tornado, which wiped out at two mobile home parks. In the 
week that followed, a man wandered into the gymnasium of the 
church we belonged to, Park Hill Baptist Church, which was serving 
as a Red Cross shelter. He walked up to our pastor, Blake, and said, 
“Do you believe in God? Can you tell me about him?” Blake asked 
him to say a little more about why he was asking, and the man said, 
“I was in my trailer when the tornado hit. It’s gone. Everything I own 
was blown to Texarkana, but I didn’t get a scratch. I figure God must 
have something in mind for me, and I’m trying to figure out what.” 

Now, as a matter of theology, I’m uncomfortable with the picture of a 
God who picks out one man to save from disaster while letting the 
whole family next door be killed (because God didn’t have any     
special use for them?) On the other hand, as a matter of human   
experience, I am 100% sure that in his place I would feel exactly as 
that man felt. Amazing blessing leads inexorably to wondering, 
“What am I supposed to do with this gift? What would God want me 
to do?” 

I thought of that story as I looked over the July financial statement. 
Our spending exceeded our offerings by a little bit last month, but 
even with that, we are $4,000 in the black in 2019. At this same point 
last year, we were about $16,000 in the red, which means we are 
$20,000 better off this year than just a year ago.  

 

Add to that financial good news the reminder that we have just     
received a generous gift from an anonymous donor to support our  
ministry. Next January, and for each of the next ten years, we will 
receive $31,500 to support the mission and ministry of the church. 
And all this good news comes in a time when every other church I 
know seems to be getting exactly opposite financial news. It does 
feel a little bit like we’re standing untouched in the middle of a storm 
that is hitting all our neighbors. 

So, first of all, thank you. I can’t say that enough. Your faithfulness 
and generosity in giving along with the faithfulness and financial   
responsibility of our ministry teams are the reason we have good 
budget numbers.  

But second, amazing blessing leads inexorably to wondering, “What 
are we supposed to do with this gift? What would God want us to 
do?” You were faithful in giving during lean years; now it is on us as 
church leaders to be faithful to our mission in the years of blessing. 

YTD Jul 2019

Budget YTD Jul 

2019 YTD Jul 2019

Budget YTD 

Jul 2019 YTD Jul 2019

Budget YTD Jul 

2019

Offerings and other income 218,481$        228,006$          22,846$         2,856$            241,327$        230,862$        

Expenses 191,114          215,865            46,146           44,097$          237,261          259,962          

Net of Offerings less expenses 27,367$          12,141$            (23,300)$        (41,241)$        4,067$             (29,100)$         

 * excludes capital campaign

Capital Campaign summary

Cash Balance as of 7/31/19 184,068$        Balance 1/1/19 68,428            

Claims against cash: Foundation loan

  Liabilities 1,996              Grants 383                 

  Memorials Fund 30,191            YTD offerings 13,142            

  Pass-through Funds 27,213            YTD spent 103,884          

  Cash available 124,668$        YTD 2019 bal (21,931)           
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Memorials and Special Gifts    

received through August 18th 
  

In memory of:  Doris M. Fehr 

(David Fehr’s mom); 

Donor:  Bev Maser; Designated 

for:  Music Ministry; 

 

In memory of:  Rachel Morley; 

Donors:  Beverly Mai, Bonita 

Gibson, Ellen Niemuth;  

Undesignated; 

 

In memory of:  Bill Nelson; 

Donors:  Carol Lamirande, Marty 

Fisher-Blakeley; Designated for:  

Capital Improvement – Bell  

Tower; 

Donors:  Sandra and Carroll 

Vowels; Undesignated; 

 

In memory of:  Marcy Hennig; 

Donors:  Brian and Kirsten   

Gierhart; Designated for:      

Capital Improvement – Bell  

Tower; 

Donor:  Marlene Arntson;     

Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

Donor:  Dorothy Elliott;         

Designated for:   Youth      

Scholarship Fund; 

Donors:  Florence Shepherd, 
Joyce Mortt; Undesignated. 

 

In memory of:  Everett Blakeley 

Jr. and Juanita Bessire; 

Donors: Len & Margaret Larsen 
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SCRIP Update 
 

Our SCRIP program is on track to have its best year in a long 
time. As most of you know, this is a program by which church 
members purchase gift cards for local businesses who have 
agreed to return a percentage of the purchase price to the 
church. The percentages range from 3% to 10%. Thus we can 
do our usual shopping – gas stations, grocery stores – and 
contribute a few dollars to the church. In July, SCRIP gave 
over $1,700 to the Capital Campaign. 
 
SCRIP has recently opened a new market. A local business 
that has a practice of giving gift cards to employees as         
rewards has begun purchasing all their cards through our   
program. This works for them – one-stop shopping – and it      
definitely works for us. That business found out about us 
through a member who works there. (If you work somewhere 
that uses gift cards in this way, feel free to mention this option 
to them! We even deliver the cards!) 
 

Weed and Feed: September 4 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have weeded and watered 
to keep our church grounds attractive this summer. Now the 
Trustees would like to host a community weeding party so that 
the whole church can join your efforts. Wednesday,           
September 4, is the first day of rehearsals for Handbells, 
Chancel Choir, and The Ensemble. We are inviting everyone 
who is free to meet at the church at 4:00pm to spiff up our   
gardens with weeding and pruning. And if we decide to order 
pizza, well, we just will. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
information publication for members and 
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
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