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A “New” Model for Church

8:30 AM
WORSHIP
RADIO SERVICE
(WMEQ 92.1)
NURSERY
ADULT STUDIES

Jerry Morris

The second week of October, I’ll be going to a conference in Des Moines,
called “curious? church.” (Why is it that conferences all seem to think that
using poor spelling, punctuation, or grammar in their names makes them
hip?) Among the speakers there are several I’m interested in hearing, and
also three United Methodist bishops. But most of all, I want to hear one
named John Roberto, described as an “Intergenerational faith formation
expert.”

10:00 AM
WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
NURSERY
LIVE-STREAM
SERVICE ON
FACEBOOK

As I said in a sermon early in September, this is a hot “new” idea in church
these days: intentionally bringing different generations together to work with,
learn from, and co-exist with each other, rather than separating different ages
into to their own programs. As I also said in that sermon, this isn’t really a
new idea. It’s how many churches have operated over the past two thousand
years. It’s basically shaping the church after the model of the extended
family. How did we ever get away from that simple idea?

The thing is, Jesus never designed a church. He gave us the principles by
which it should operate – things like forgiveness, forbearance, mutual love,
treating all people as equals – but no specifics on how it should be organized.
This is a good thing. In this silence, Jesus left Christians the freedom to
design the church to meet the needs of their context and time and culture.
The effect has been that we in the church have tended to imitate the
structures we are familiar with.
The early church designed itself after the Roman Empire. Its bishops were in
Roman colonial centers, and its chief bishop was, of course, in Rome. The
Medieval church operated much like a feudal kingdom; the churches founded
during the Enlightenment tended to look like philosophical societies with
lecture halls; and the Methodist Church, which was founded in America just
after the Revolutionary War, is structured along the same lines as the US
government, with executive, legislative, and judicial branches.
And in the past century, here in America, the church has largely been
designed after the most influential groups in our culture today: businesses.
We have made pastors into CEOs or branch managers, church planters into
entrepreneurs with start-ups, and members into customers. We have
measured our success as businesses measure success: by profits, numbers,
and buildings. We have treated evangelism as marketing, and among the
techniques of marketing that we have embraced most whole-heartedly is the
use of demographic research and target markets. Thus we have divided
people into niches and aimed separate messages at each one. Paul may
have said in 2 Corinthians that “we are not merchants of the gospel” but what
did he know? Paul had, like, zero followers on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday, October 7
Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with
Communion*
Sermon: “The Gospel for Young Adults”
Job 21:1-9, 15-17; Philippians 3:7-11
Sunday, October 14
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “The Gospel for Adults”
Ecclesiastes 6:1-6; 8:16-17
Sunday, October 21
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “The Gospel for Seniors”
Psalm 71; Psalm 39
Sunday, October 28 – Reformation Sunday
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Faith and Works”
Galatians 2:15-21; James 2:14-26
(Guest speakers this Sunday: Paul of
Tarsus and James the Less)
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died
for all, we welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God.
ALL SAINTS OBSERVANCE, Nov. 4
Lake Street will again remember those lost over the
last year on the first Sunday of November services.
The All Saints Day observance on November 4 will
include the reading of names and tolling of the bell for
those from this congregation. There will also be two
stations of votive candles. These votives may be lit by
anyone coming to church in memory of those who have
gone before us. All are encouraged to recall loved
ones and plan to light a candle as they come into the
sanctuary before services. “So long as we live, they
too shall live.”
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(PASTOR’S ARTICLE-CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

The return to the idea of shaping the church after the structure of
an extended family – with all generations together, caring for
each other, learning from each other, and carrying each others’
burdens, is a reaction against “Church, Inc.” And, given that the
family model has proved a lot more enduring than the corporate
one, it’s about time. I look forward to learning what Dr. Roberto
has to say.

CIRCUIT DAY OF SERVICE, OCTOBER 13
Many of you will remember the “Day of Service” that our church has
done in cooperation with the other United Methodist churches of the
Chippewa Valley. In years past, the Day of Service was scheduled in
the summer, and we did a lot of heavy work – yard work, construction,
plumbing, and so on. Well, this year we are changing a few things.
First of all, it will be in the fall, and secondly there are roles for people
beyond the heavy lifting.
This year people will gather at the Chapel Heights UMC, which is
serving as the base for the day, and there are roles there for people
who can: mend clothes, do small repair, teach people how to use their
smart phones, etc. The fact is, sometimes helping someone is sewing
buttons for someone who can’t thread a needle anymore. Look for the
sign up sheets in the Welcome Area on Sundays – both for those who
need help and those who would like to offer their skills to help others.

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY
NEW ROOM, NEW YEAR

The Children’s Ministry is back and
enjoying their new basement space
thanks to a lot of help painting and
moving furniture to make this room
fantastic. This coming Sunday, kids are
learning about Old Testament bible
stories thanks to our new volunteers . We expect a few more
little changes as the year goes on, but we can’t wait to see you
Sunday during 10 AM service.
YOUTH GROUP EVENTS FOR OCTOBER
3rd- Chit Chat Nite
10th- Movie Nite- Movie will start at 5:30 pm
17th -Bazar Service and Art Nite
24th- Escape Room
31st- Spooktacular
SAVE THE DATE: Lock In November 9th and 10th grades 6th
through 12th

HAVE YOU FOUND US
ONLINE?
Our website
www.lakestreetumc.org
always has the most up to
date calendar,
news, online
giving and
more. Visit it
often for past
sermon
recordings,
past Circuit
Riders, and a direct link to
our Facebook page.

ADDRESS CHANGES
If you have had an
address change within the
past four months and are
receiving the Circuit Rider
newsletter electronically,
please send your new
address to the church
office: adminsec
@lakestreetumc.org.
Because your issue does
not go to the post office,
there is no Address Service
Requested changes that
come back to the church.
We appreciate your help to
keep our database up to
date.

November Circuit Rider
Deadline is
Wednesday, October 24th
for
Thursday, November 1st
mailing
Be sure to send your news
to Aaron Athas at
communications
@lakestreetumc.org
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UMW NEWS
IT’S BAZAAR TIME
This month is the ALL CHURCH BAZAAR! Yes
it's nearly here. Two-thirds of profits go to local
and global missions, with a third going right back
to Lake Street UMC. The Trustees will pick an
area of need to use those dollars (perhaps a bell
tower?). Donations will be accepted Wednesday,
Oct 17, 5 - 8 PM, and Friday, Oct. 19, 9 - 6
PM. Our food booths are always a hit. Please
bake, make candy, bring in pumpkins you've
grown, or preserves you have canned. Be sure
to enclose all food items in plastic wrap or a baggy. Label foods,
especially those containing allergens such as nuts in fudge.

Maybe you have done some knitting, or made a birdhouse, or
designed cards. Do you have some healthy plants, or have stitched
some Christmas ornaments, or made a fall door wreath? Did you find
a golden oldie the last time you cleaned a closet? We need
someone with an eye for pricing the "vintage treasures". Our booths
need items to sell.
Of course, we need CUSTOMERS too. So come
have coffee & rolls at opening 9 AM Saturday.
Lunch is served Saturday, and there's the
Pancake/Fr Toast Breakfast on Sunday. Call
your friends to join you on this fun day. If you'd
like to volunteer to work in a booth or have
questions, contact Bazaar Chair Winnie Doxsie at
715 514 0723.
NO GENERAL MEETING THIS MONTH
There will not be a general meeting in October because of the All
Church Bazaar on October 20. Plan to help in any way that you can
and be sure to attend and purchase some of the fantastic items that
are there.
The MORNING READING GROUP, will NOT be meeting
in October. (normally the 2nd Tuesday of each month)
Watch for information for the November Meeting of the Morning
Reading Group.

UMW BOOK CART
The featured book for this month is: PASSING IT ON; How to
Nurture Your Children’s Faith Season by Season, by Kara Lassen
Oliver.
We often give much thought to shaping children’s bodies and minds,
but we may be puzzled or unsure about shaping them spiritually. In
Passing it On, Kara Lassen Oliver provides a practical resource to
encourage us in nurturing our children’s faith. In this guide, she
offers easy-to-follow suggestions for the seasons of Advent, Lent,
summer and back-to-school for families who want to create space for
nurturing faith. (This summary is taken from the 2018 UMW Reading
Program Catalogue, page 10.) The book can be found on the UMW
Book Cart with the Nurturing for Community selections.
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October 3rd
9 AM: Hour of Prayer,
Fireside Library
10 AM: Executive Committee,
Room 202
October 9th
AM Reading Group: no meeting
October 10th
Faith Circle: Not Meeting
Rebecca Circle: Not Meeting
October 17th
No General Meeting
October 20th
All Church Bazaar 9AM-2 PM
October 21st
All Church Bazaar 8 -11:30AM
October 24th
PM Reading Group
Noon Luncheon at the Book
Festival, Chippewa Valley
Museum, Carson Park
October 31st
10 AM: Executive Committee,
Room 202 (Nov. Business)
UMW October Birthdays

10-7 Lena Thompson
10-8 Suzanne Heabler
10-22 Kari Kaehler
10-29 The Invariably Right Rev.
Jerry Morris

The organized unit of United
Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole
person through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.

INTRODUCING THE REV. BILL BEATON
In August, as many of you will remember, Rev. Rick Brown
retired from our staff. In Rick’s case, it was rather that he
retired again. Already a retired United Methodist minister,
Rick had been serving as a visitation pastor here at Lake
Street, making hospital visits as needed and working with our
LakeCare ministry, visiting among our homebound members.
Rick had past one of those milestone birthdays and decided it was time for Randi and him
to travel and actually retire.
Well, a couple of weeks after we announced Rick’s retirement, we had a guest at the
church office. Rev. Bill Beaton, retired United Methodist minister who had just moved to
Eau Claire, had stopped by to say hello and to see if we knew any churches in town that
might be interested in a part time pastoral care visitor. He’s retired, but visitation is the part
of ministry that Bill loved the most, and he didn’t want to just give it up. Anyway, Bill met
with the Staff-Parish Relations Committee in September and is now on staff.
Bill is a former addictions and family counselor for Sheboygan County, who went into
ministry from that role. He has served churches in Wisconsin since 2001 and retired in
June from Salem UMC in Fond du Lac. Bill and his wife Julie moved to Eau Claire, where
their daughter lives, this past summer.
MAKING SENSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT: BACKGROUNDS
Why does the Bible say you shouldn’t boil a baby goat in its mother’s milk? Who would
want to, anyway? Why all those long lists of names? Who are the Philistines, anyway, and
why don’t the Israelites like them? And what about the Babylonians? Are they the same as
the Assyrians? Can we just say they are?
Reading the Old Testament can feel like entering Alice’s Looking Glass World, a place with
different rules and expectations. You feel as if you need to read a book about how to read
the book. Or is there somewhere else you can get that background? Where? And when?
On Thursday nights in October and November, of course. For four weeks, we’ll be learning
some of the background to the Hebrew Bible, with the following sessions:
•

October 18 The Physical Background (Geography and Archeology: Where in the
world is Mesopotamia?)

•

October 25
hour)

•

November 1 Canaanite Religion (How did everyone else worship?)

•

November 8 Myths, Laws, and Wisdom (other religious writings from Bible times)

Historical Background (2000 years and 6 conquering empires in one
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Stampers will meet
as usual on second
Thursday, October
11th at 3:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall to
make our cards for
our friends at
home. Three new Stampers have
joined our group and thanks to all
of you who
participate.

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
(as of 9-25-18)

Goal: $102,000
Progress: $56,853

ARCW WISH LIST FOR OCTOBER: CANNED FRUIT
You're invited to join others from Lake Street in supporting
the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry during
the month of October by donating canned fruit. Your donation
will assist over forty area families affected by HIV/AIDS. Place
your donated item in the ARCW box outside Fellowship Hall.
Thanks to the folks who donated 36 tubes of toothpaste during
August. Those at ARCW Food Pantry appreciate your ongoing
support and kindness!
20 YEARS AND STILL STAMPING
Twenty years ago, three young women had a
vision. They loved making cards and we all
love receiving mail—so why not meet every
month and send cards to our shut-ins and
people who don’t get out as much as they
would like. Voilà, Lake Street Stampers was
born. Now, 20 years later we are sending
cards to about 40 people each month.
(40 x 12 x 20 = a whole lot of cards.)
We are an ecumenical, multi-generational, co-ed group who meet
each month. The card is designed and materials provided by one or
two people working together with six to ten helpers. No talent needed, just willing hands and a desire to “stamp for joy”—yours and the
recipients.
Comments we have heard or seen:
• “They never forget me.”
• “His chair sits beside a table with his coffee, his devotional and his
Stampers card.”
• Told to us by a visiting pastor, “Your cards are always up for me to
see.”

Scrippy the Squirrel says:
BUY Scrip & Support LSUMC
On the average, every $100 of
Scrip cards
that you purchase generates $5 to
the church budget.
No cost to you! Why not?

The next Community Table
serving date is Wednesday
October 31st. Refer to the
Connect Card for the opportunity
to sign up or contact Chris Draxler
at 715-225-2983 or at
ministrycoor@
lakestreetumc.org

So Sunday, October 7th, everyone please come during the regular
coffee time and celebrate this caring ministry with coffee, cake and
you could “make and take” a card that you can send out to
someone. (All present, past and future Stampers are encouraged to
attend the coffee time for photos.)
LOOKING FOR A CRAIG’S LIST
AND EBAY WARRIOR
Are you someone who loves the
challenge of de-Cluttering, the thrill of
the yard sale, the power of the
internet, and who also has time? The church frequently has items to
dispose of, but good stewardship both of our resources and of our
planet makes us want to find a new home for them that isn’t a landfill.
For instance, we have recently been required by a city inspector to
close down and cap off the old kitchen next to the Dockside Room
downstairs. (Admit it, some of you had forgotten there was a kitchen
there – or never even knew.) But there are some commercial
appliances there that someone might want to buy and refurbish. If
selling things online sounds fun to you, call the office and let us know.
we can promise there will be plenty of scope for your talents.

6

CARING CORNER
September 23rd was our fourth annual Disability Awareness Sunday. One of the many projects AT-IT
has worked on over the past several years is IM Church. The article below written by Katherine
Schnieder celebrates that work.
IM Church Be-Attitudes
By Katherine Schneider
I belong to the Newman parish of the Catholic church and was privileged to be the first ecumenical
member of the planning team of the IM church. We’ve prayed, planned, and now worshipped and
fellowshipped with community members twice. As a person with a lifelong disability, I had high hopes
but also some fears about this venture. Like any new project, it’s a work in progress. I believe God is
working to bring forth these Be-Attitudes:
Blessed are those who work for full inclusion.
• A ride to the service for a wheelchair user
• Sign language interpretation
• Clay for artistic expression of the lesson as well as paper and markers
• Call and response teaching of songs instead of a printed hymnal
Blessed are those who go out of their comfort zones.
• To meet and visit with new people
• To design a prayer of the people that all can participate in
• To go sell the idea of helping with this project to churches that already have plenty of wonderful
outreach opportunities
Blessed are those who minister with instead of ministering to those of us with disabilities.
• Asking us to serve
• Chatting and joking with us
Blessed are those who care enough to go beyond stereotypes and “us” and “them” thinking.
• Finding common bonds
• Looking for the gifts we have to share
• Celebrating that we all are created in the image of God
Blessed are those who do these things month after month. They will enjoy new friends and enrich their
experiences of the world.
Come and join us. There’s room at the table for you.

The next Interfaith gathering will be Wednesday,
October 3, 2018 - 6:30pm at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Eau Claire.
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ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
Here are some fun facts about the Archive and History team at Lake Street
Our Local Lake Street Archives and History committee met for the initial
planning meeting on December 3, 2007.
• All membership records from the very early years are located in the Archive
Room, located off of Room 101 in the Education Building.
• Many varied articles are available for the taking by members and friends of
Lake Street UMC Church. They are located in outer room of Room 101. These are "extra" copies
of items that are already in the Archive files.
The Archive Committee meets at least one time each month to file and post the varied materials
that show the history and on going work of this congregation.
Many hands make light work" .. so if interested in helping, give a call to Bev Maser, 715-271-3465
or other Archive Helpers: Janelle Earl, Carolyn Kinville, Virginia Markin, Jan Smith, Terry Sullivan.
We have a great time reviewing what has been done!! There’s lots of photo's to enjoy!!
•

•
•

-Bev Maser
WEDNESDAY AT THE LAKE
Our Wednesday at the Lake is back thanks to the phenomenal talents of
Dean and Alan from PRISM Catering. The food has been delicious and
there’s more great meals on the way; including some wonderfully tasty
deserts. For a suggested donation of $5 per person, you get a fantastic
meal and desert that will have you coming back for seconds week after
week.
Here’s the October menu:
•
•
•
•

October 3rd: Hot Turkey Sandwiches with Cheesy potatoes and vegetable pasta salad
October 10th: Scalloped Potatoes with Grilled Cheese sandwiches and vegetable pasta salad
October 17th: Beef Stew with bread sticks and vegetable pasta salad
October 24th: Homemade Chili

Each meal comes with Alan’s specialty deserts. Join us for the food, the conversation, and, especially,
for desert after your meal.

CLEARWATER WINTER PARADE PLANNING MEETING
The parade itself is Friday November 30th. If you would like to help in the planning of
this unique opportunity to showcase ourselves to our community at large. There will be
a planning meeting on Friday, October 26th at 9 AM at the McDonalds on Hastings Way
in Eau Claire. For questions, contact Chris at ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org
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Memorials and Special Gifts received
through September 16th
In memory of: Cyril Weisenbeck;
Donors: Jill and Al Weisenbeck;
Designated for: Outside Gardening;
In memory of: Karen Frank;
Donors: David and Gerrie Randby;
Undesignated;
In memory of: Greg Gruman;
Donors: Linda Joles, Bev Maser, Kay Lee;
Designated for: Music Ministry;
In memory of: Donna Juedes;
Donor: Dorothy Elliott;
Designated for: Capital Campaign – Bell
Tower;
Special Gifts for Radio Ministry
Given by Bonnie Gibson.

In Loving Memory of Donna
Juedes
September 2nd, 2018

FINANCIAL UPDATE
A normal pattern for church budgets is to start slow (after the
generosity of December, January can be tight) then build up to
Easter, hold steady in May, then slide precipitously during the
summer months. In September giving picks up a little, gains
some steam through about the middle of December, then jumps
to its highest level yet in the last two weeks of the year. This is
one reason making a calendar-year budget is always an
interesting task: you know you’re going to gain ground in
December, but you never know how much.
So this summer has been interesting at Lake Street. You clearly
did not get the memo about giving less in the summer, because
your giving has been steady and generous. Thank you. The result
of that is that while we had expected to be over $41,100 in the
hole at the end of August, we are only about $16,400 in the red.
Yes, it would be lovely to be over budget, but to be honest I’ve
never seen a church budget in the black at the end of August. So
thank you again.

Meanwhile, as you see, we have about $55,000 collected toward
the Bell Tower repair – enough that the work is scheduled for
about the time you get this newsletter. Those of you who are
waiting to see the result before you give, your time is coming, and
the more we pay up front the less we have to finance.
Do you want to sign up for online
giving? Visit www.lakestreetumc.org/give for more information
WORSHIP MINISTRIES
SUPPORT
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)

Fund-Raiser Note. The evening
fund-raiser that we had scheduled
(twice) for this fall is being moved
again. Once we had nixed the
original date of Sept. 22, because
of the Pablo Center opening, we
ran into too many other conflicts
in our busy fall. We will revisit the
benefit dinner idea in 2019.

❑ October 7th (radio and/or flowers
❑ October 14th (radio and/or flowers)
❑ October 21st(radio and/or flowers)
❑ October 28th(radio and/or flowers)
Given by: _________________
In Memory of: _____________
In honor of: _______________
Recognition of: _________________
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FAMILY PROMISE OF THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY (BEACON HOUSE)
The week of October 14th to the 20th will be our next opportunity to
help homeless families in our area by:
Preparing and serving a home cooked meal. Dinner is served between
5:30-6:00 P.M. House residents and staff will help you clean up after
the meal, so you are usually done between 6:30 and 7:00 P.M.
Being an overnight host. The overnight host arrives at 8:00 P.M. and
spends the night. You have your own bedroom. Families are all in their
rooms by 10:30 P.M. with lights out. The evening host is there to
answer any simple questions that might come up and if a guest is
working late to allow them back into the facility. Day staff arrive at 7:30
A.M., if you would need to leave earlier arrangements can usually be
made.
If you have an interest in this ministry, please contact Kent Gierhart at
715-864-2056 to sign up. I would be glad to discuss how your
commitment of a few hours to this ministry, can help change the life of a
family that is currently experiencing a difficult time. I would also be
willing to partner with you your first time through serving a meal or
staying overnight.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news
and information publication for members
and friends of the Lake Street United
Methodist Church.
EDITORS
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor
DEADLINE
News items for the November issue
(mailed on Thursday, November 1st)
need to be received no later than
October 24th
Phone # – 715-832-6603
Fax # – 715-832-9500
MAILING ADDRESS
337 Lake Street, Suite A
Eau Claire WI 54703
WEBSITE
www.lakestreetumc.org

What types of programs are provided by Family Promise of the
Chippewa Valley?
• The Emergency Shelter (Beacon House) Program provides
emergency shelter, meals and hospitality to families and single
pregnant women, and is primarily supported by volunteers.
• The Transition Program assist families in securing housing and
employment, through case management, rental and transition
assistance.
• The Support Program assists families for 3-12 months after leaving
Beacon House, with the focus on breaking the cycle of
homelessness.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Jerry Morris
pastor@lakestreetumc.org

Lake Street has been committed to this ministry since its inception 20
years ago. It is one of the many ways we as a community of faith
connect to serve families in the Eau Claire community.

Chris Draxler
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org

The money collected on Loose Change Sunday, October 21st, will go to
help support Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley.
Mark your calendars, hosting dates for 2019 are: January 20th-26th ;
May 5th-11th , and December 1st-7th .

Rev. Bill Beaton
bbeaton66@gmail.com
Ellen Prellwitz
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org
Kenna Szymanski
children@lakestreetumc.org

Jennifer Blakeley-Mode
finance@lakestreetumc.org
Jennifer Lohmann
jenlohmann@gmail.com
David Fehr
fehrdj@charter.net
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg
kath_abby@yahoo.com

Thank you to those who responded to the challenge to give “above and
beyond” the amount you had already donate to the bell tower fund. The less
debt we have, the healthier our church will be. Thank you.
Thank you for the radio ministry and everyone’s prayers
-Donna Jahnke
Thank you for your cards and prayers in response to my mom's passing.
Services will be held Saturday, October 20th at St. Luke's in Frederic.
-Kathy
10 Amundson-Forsberg

Aaron Athas
communications@
lakestreetumc.org
Edna Sahs
esahs@lakestreetumc.org

