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This Is What a Church Looks Like 
Jerry Morris 
 
I whine a lot about Church Conference paperwork at this time of year. Just ignore me. 
Yes, it is a burden, and yes I suspect that much of what we send in gets filed without 
anyone ever looking at it, but it isn’t really all bad. For instance, one of the reports I get 
to write is called “Review of Local Church’s Life and Ministry.” And this thing that I do 
because it is required is something that I should be doing anyway, not just to report it 
to an office in Sun Prairie, but so that I can report it to you. If you were at the Church 
Conference a few nights ago (on October 27), you had a chance to see that report in 
the form that the conference requires, but let me give you the gist of it now, with some 
explanations.  
 
This year in ministry we:  
 
 Began our relationship with the new Hispanic Methodist congregation that has   

begun meeting in our building. Pastor Jose Mayorga and his family have been  
worshiping with us, and we have been supporting the fledgling church with         
administrative help and prayer. In the Meaningful Christmas offering this year, we 
can support them financially as well. 

 
 Began – through the passionate advocacy of Becky Albert-Breed and Pastor Bill 

Beaton – a Narcotics Anonymous group that has taken off beyond all expectation. 
Every Wednesday night anywhere from 18 to 40 people gather in our library for a 
time of encouragement and accountability. On Nov. 2, that group will be             
celebrating the support they have found in each other with a potluck, open       
meeting, and dance in our Fellowship Hall. 

 
 Celebrated the 1-year anniversary of our IM Church and moved confidently into a 

new stage of growth and strength. On third Sundays, we are learning and         
worshiping together with about 50 people from all over the community. 

 
 Began two new worship services in the Care Partners Long-Term Care Facility in 

Altoona, led by our three Lay Speakers: Tim Atkins, Len Larsen, and Greg       
Wallace. Most of you probably didn’t know about this ministry to those who are  
unable to come to church themselves, but it’s been going since January. 

 
This is just the stuff that has begun in the last year and a half. We are also exploring a 
new ministry (to write about next year, maybe) with UWEC students, and maintaining 
our involvement in the ministries of the Community Table and Beacon House. Our 
building is being used as a gathering place by Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts (that’s new this 
year, too), Dementia support groups, and a Bolton House support group. When I put it 
all together for the Church Conference report, even I was surprised at how much we 
were doing to make a difference in our community, how many different lives we were 
touching. And it struck me, “You know what, this is what a church looks like.” 
 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Sermon Series: Encountering the Christ 

 
Sunday, November 3 – All Saints Memorial Sunday, Daylight  Savings 
Time Ends 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with Communion* 
 Sermon: “Celebration of Life” 
 Text: John 11:17-27 
 
Sunday, November 10 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Jesus Meets a Blind Man” 
 John 5:1-15 
 
Sunday, November 17 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Jesus Meets a Seeing Man” 
 John 9:1-38 
 
Sunday, November 24 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “The Opposite of Thanks” 
 Matthew 21:33-44 
 
Wednesday, November 27, Thanksgiving Eve 
 Service at 2:00 pm with Communion* 
 “Old-Fashioned Gratitude” 
 
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for all, we     
welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God. 

 

This Month in Worship  
 

We have two special services to highlight this month at Lake Street. 
On November 3 we will observe All Saints Day, as usual, with a      
Memorial Service honoring those for whom we grieve. We will read the 
names of those of our congregation who have died in the past year 
and light candles in their memory, but will also have an opportunity for 
all to light candles for friends and family whose memory they wish to 
honor. 
 
 
Second, on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving we will hold our 
Thanksgiving Eve service, but with a twist. This year the service is  
being planned by our Worship Team specifically with our seniors in 
mind – and for that reason will be held at 2:00 in the afternoon, so that 
everyone can be home before dark. All are invited, of course, but you 
are particularly invited to bring your older family members and friends 
for a time of “Old-Fashioned Gratitude.” 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where Did Our Bible Come From? 

Most of the arguments and schisms of 

the Christian church have at some point 

been fought on biblical grounds, as   

differing sides claim different key     

passages of scripture and different 

methods of interpreting. Christians all 

appeal to the authority of this book, but 

where did that authority come from? 

Who were the human authors, or does 

that even matter? Who decided which 

books got in?  

 

On Wednesday nights from October 30 – November 20, at 4:30pm, 

Pastor Jerry will be leading a class touching on these issues, laying 

out some of the historical background of the writing and editing and 

compiling of this book we claim as scripture. And in all of that, where 

does the notion of “divine inspiration” fit in. We will meet in room 

202. 

 

‘Welcome From Digital Shooters. 

Everyone is welcome to come to the next meeting of 

the Lake Street Digital Shooters at 630 on November 

13th. 

We will enjoy the photos of Barbara Nelson taken on 

a trip on the river Seine in France.   She and Peter 

visited Giverny which is the estate just north of Paris where the       

impressionist painter Claude Monet lived 1883-1926.  The color of 

those gardens inspired the painter but also the photographer.  We will 

have the opportunity to see some of that a beauty in Barbara’s       

photography on November 13th.” 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calen-
dar, news, 
online giving 
and more.  
Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, 
past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit    Rid-
er newsletter          elec-
tronically, please send 
your new address to the 
church office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
December Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, November 

20th for  
Wednesday November 

27th mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

-Continued from Page 1 
 
This year, for the first time perhaps in anyone’s memory, we are not doing a 
full-on pledge drive in the fall. Oh, I’ll send out pledge cards – we’d still like 
you to pledge, even to increase your pledge – but we aren’t going to talk 
about it at every worship service for a month. Here’s why. When you get 
those cards in the mail, I don’t want you to think, “Oh, this is that thing Pastor 
Jerry’s been harping on.” I want you to think, “Oh, this is how I can support 
all those things that our church is doing. This is how I can be a part.” And, for 
your gift, thank you. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbible-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1cW-l4FcVwx-_Z38ljlNg3&ust=1572032553026000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDui-TTteUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartwiki.com%2Ficlip%2FbhRboo_clipart-camera-filming-vintage-camera-clipart-black-and%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-6OnI6_riTsI5grVLWE31&ust=1572032637542000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjWp43UteUCFQA


 

 

4 

 
 

A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

LakeCare at Lake Street 

 

One of the ways that Lake Street Methodist has tried to live out its 
value of inclusion has been to remember those who can no longer 
attend worship and activities in person. Our radio broadcast and 
Facebook streaming provide the worship service, and our 
LakeCare Visitation program has provided them with one-on-one 
contact and Home Communion. 

 

Things have changed with LakeCare, though. At its peak, we had 
40-50 recipients and 30 or so visitors, but time and demographics 
move on. We currently have just over ten recipients and about the 
same number of visitors. Is that really all we have? Are we    
missing some people who would appreciate regular visits? Are we 
missing some others who have been looking for a way to live their 
faith in compassion with seniors?  

 

If you, or someone you know, fits into either of these categories, 
please let us know. You may suggest names in person or by 
phone to either Pastor Jerry or Bill Schildt. In the meantime, 
though, we are looking for other ways to connect with seniors, 
such as . . . 

 

 

Old-Fashioned Gratitude: 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 27, 2:00pm 

 

This year our Thanksgiving Eve service is       
especially for our seniors. All are welcome, of 
course, but our elders are most likely to          
remember the worship style: the full liturgical 
Communion service, served in the pews, and 
hymns that just don’t work with bongo drums and tambourines. 
We will start the service at 2:00 pm, and even after a post-service 
fellowship, everyone should be able to get home before dark.  

 
Narcotics Anonymous Open 
Meeting 
 
As many of you may know, we 
at Lake Street are hosts to new 
and rapidly expanding ministry, 
a Narcotics Anonymous group 
that meets in our library every 
Wednesday evening. Like most 
effective ministries in a church, 
this started with a lay person 
who saw a need and acted. 
Becky Albert-Breed had seen 
the need around her and had 
been wanting to start a group 
like this. Then Rev. Bill Beaton, 
a licensed addiction counselor, 
joined our staff and tried to start 
a recovery support group. 
 
That group failed miserably. But 
Becky went to Bill and said, 
“You want to try something 
else?” Six months later, the NA 
group is meeting weekly with 
anywhere from 15 to 35 people 
at each session. The word     
apparently is out in the         
community that this is a group 
where everyone is loved.  
 
On Saturday evening,            
November 2, the NA group is 
holding a celebration at our 
church, beginning with an open 
meeting in the Fellowship Hall – 
and all from our congregation 
have been invited – followed by 
a potluck dinner. After the      
dinner, the group will move the 
tables aside and have a . . . I 
forget the Methodist word for it; 
it involves rhythmically moving 
one’s feet. Whether you can 
come that evening or not, let us 
celebrate the privilege that we 
have in being a part of         
transforming lives in this way. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Lake Street serves next on 
Sunday, 

  November 17th 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, Dec 3, Noon-6 

Lake Street UMC 
 

Call Linda Keepers at  
715-834-5744  

to make an appointment 
or register at  

redcrossblood.org 
 
 

The Stampers will 
meet Thursday, 
November 14th at 
3:30 pm in         
Fellowship Hall. 
Thanks to         

everyone who turned up and 
stayed to do double duty.  You are 
awesome. 
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

The Ministry of Funeral Meals 
One of the ways that our church has cared for its members 
and families has been to provide a meal or a reception, if 
desired, following a funeral or memorial service. Since 
these occasions often are the first time some family     
members have been together in years, a time of sitting 
around a meal and grieving together is a gift of             
compassion. We have kept this up even as many other 
churches have discontinued the practice, no longer having 
enough volunteers to make it work. 
 
We know the same pressures, but we intend to continue 
offering this ministry. This year Julie Holzinger, who has 
directed these meals for the past 15 years, is stepping 
down from that role. When you see Julie, take the time to 
thank her. Over those years, thousands of family members 
have been cared for at a time when they were vulnerable. 
Julie’s role is being taken over by Margo Bolton – and 
when you see Margo, thank her for her willingness. And 
when you get a call asking if you can help with a meal – 
we hope you can.  
 
 
ARCW Wish List for November: Canned Vegetables 

Consider supporting our local AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin Food Pantry during the month of November by 
donating canned vegetables. Your efforts will help feed  
local clients of the resource center affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Place your item in the ARCW Food Pantry box located 
near the entrance to Fellowship Hall.  Your efforts and  
continued support are appreciated.  
 

Thanks to those Lake Street members who donated     
bathroom tissue during the month of September.  Your 
generosity provided a total of 146 rolls of tissue. This     
donation is a valued commodity at the pantry since 
food  pantries are not required to offer toilet tissue. Due to 
the kindness of our Lake Street congregation, the ARCW 
Food Pantry is able to provide this frequently requested 
item. Many thanks for the service you provide to our    
community. 

Scrip Sales Thru  

September 

Sales: $68, 570 

Earnings: $2,771 

Buy SCRIP    

Support LSUMC 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixels.com%2Ffeatured%2Ffall-leaf-carlos-caetano.html&psig=AOvVaw3xhslKVYMr485gvf3ICPDV&ust=1572033320821000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDtp9DWteUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

Meaningful Christmas 

 

We have traditionally called our mission offerings through November and 

December “Meaningful Christmas,” as a reminder that Christmas is about 

more than the festive busy-ness and family times that we love. We always 

seek to support some ministry that will a difference in the lives of others. 

 

This year our Mission Team has designated our Meaningful Christmas    

offerings to two different causes. One half will go to support the new       

Hispanic Ministry and the work of Pastor José Mayorga that we are hosting 

in our building. As José reaches out to the Spanish-speaking community of 

Eau Claire, we stand with him in more ways than just making room for him 

and the church he will lead. The other half of the Meaningful Christmas   

offering will go to support the Community Table, which we support with both 

financial offerings and volunteer hours.  

 

 

A Note on Fudge Sales 

 

One of the ways that the Mission Team has supported the Meaningful 

Christmas Offering is through the sale of fudge and other Christmas 

candy. The team will be doing that again this year, on November 24 and 

December 1 and 8. The candy comes in small boxes that are suitable 

for giving as gifts to others. If you take them out of the boxes, they are 

suitable for eating.  

 

This may be the last year that the Mission Team will sell fudge. The proceeds have been going 

down each year for some time, to the point at which it may not be worth the time expended buying 

and re-selling it.  
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A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgastateparks.org%2FLeafWatch&psig=AOvVaw3xhslKVYMr485gvf3ICPDV&ust=1572033320821000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDtp9DWteUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Important Dates for  November 
 

Nov. 6      One Hour of Prayer 
                 Fireside Library    
      9:00am 
 
Nov. 6      Executive Board 
                 Room 202 10:00am 
 
Nov. 6       Program Planning           
      Meeting Room 202      
      1pm 
 
Nov. 12     Morning Reading 
                  Fireside Library  
      9:30am 
 
Nov. 13     Faith Circle 
                 Virginia Markin’s home 
                 1pm 
 
Nov. 13      Rebecca Circle 
                   Fellowship Hall 
                   1:30pm 
 
Nov. 20      General Meeting 
                   Fellowship Hall 
                  9:30am – brunch 
 
Nov. 20       2020 Pledge Cards 
                   and 2019 Reading  
        reports need to be                                                             
        turned in 
 
Nov. 21      PM Reading Group 
                  12:30pm 
 
 
This month’s birthdays 
11-8 LaRue Hanson—85 
11-9 Mary Ann Ray—80 
11-10 Susan Silva 
11-12 Marty Fisher-Blakeley 
11-13 Cathering Davis 
11-15 Ruth Nelson 
11-18 Diane Boetcher 
11-22 Bobbie Liedl 
11-24 Joann Rutz 
11-29 Loris Akervick 

UMW NEWS 

UMW members not only give thanks for their blessings but look for ways 
to help others. On Wednesday, November 20 at 9:30 a.m. we will join 
together for a brunch followed by a special program. We will be          
renewing our commitment to mission work by dedicating our 2020 
pledges and giving thanks for the blessings that allow us to fulfill the 
UMW Purpose.  Bring your 2020 pledge cards and your World Thank 
Offerings. If possible, please pay your 2019 pledge in full by this day.  If 
you are uncertain whether your pledge is paid, call Julie Holzinger and 
she can tell you. Make your reservations with Carol Gudnason by     
Sunday, November 17.   
 
Also, reading program reports need to be turned in on the 20th, along 
with the 2020 pledges. 
 
Please turn in your UMW Reading Report to Chris by the general   
meeting.   
 
Bazaar Success 
 
Thanks to our Lake Street family for all 
the hard work and support that went 
into making this years ALL CHURCH 
BAZAAR a success. We will show a 
profit of almost $6,800 that will be used 
to support UMW Missions and the work 
of Lake Street. Because of YOU,     
Mission IS Possible.  
 
Planning for 2020. Several sales booths have retiring leaders this year 
and the search has started for Bazaar Chair for 2021. Please consider 
speaking with Chris Draxler or Winnie Doxsie about opportunities to 
help continue the Bazaar and all the good works it supports.  
 
 
UMW Book Cart: Threading my Prayer Rug  
By Sabeeha Rehman 
 
What would it be like to move from one country/
culture to another and still keep to the beliefs and 
traditions with which you were raised?  This        
easy-reading story is about one woman’s journey 
from Pakistani Muslim to American Muslin.           
Beginning with a sweetly funny, moving account of 
her arranged marriage, the author undercuts        
stereotypes and offers the refreshing view of     
American life through Muslin eyes.  In chapters   
leavened with humor, hope and insight, she          
recounts an immigrant’s daily struggles balancing 
assimilation with preserving heritage, overcoming 
religious barriers and confronting issues of raising 
her children as Muslin while they lobby for a Christmas tree! 
 
Threading My Prayer Rug Is found on the UMW Book Cart in the      
Fireside Room.  It is part of the Education/Mission section and has a 
blue dot, so it will be easy for you to find. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asumag.com%2Ffacilities-management%2Fmission-possible&psig=AOvVaw21C0ms5BVSzNGinHTrwPHD&ust=1572032295135000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDmmOfSteUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kirkusreviews.com%2Fbook-reviews%2Fsabeeha-rehman%2Fthreading-my-prayer-rug%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Jq1vGNzqHkCyx61v9skNb&ust=1572032366723000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDd2o3TteUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

Financial Report, September 2019 

 

We had another good month in September. In August, for the first time in the year, we had dropped into neg-
ative territory Year-To-Date, by about $7,200. As you see, we made up over $2,000 of that deficit. As we 
come in to the end of the year, which is traditionally strong for us financially, we are in a good place. 

 

We should explain one thing, though. One part of our good financial record this year has to do with the stock 
market. While most of the numbers above reflect our offerings versus our expenses, one of our invested 
funds shows in this report, too. This is the “Parsonage Fund” which was created when we sold off our        
parsonages and designated that money to pay pastoral housing allowance. Because that money is           
designated for an ongoing budget expense, it is included in our monthly reports. That fund has done well, 
which is why our YTD Building Fund income, above, is so much higher than budget. 

 

If you take that unrealized income away, our finances look somewhat less rosy. In fact, through September, 
our offerings are about $11,000 less than they were at the same point in 2018. This month, as you receive 
your pledge card in the mail, I ask you to keep that in mind. This is a church with dreams for mission (see the 
front page article) but one part of that success will be the financial support of all of us. 

 

To make regular automatic contributions using your bank account or credit cart, scan this 
code with your device or go to www.lakestreetumc.org/give and get signed up.  
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Lake Street United Methodist Church

YTD Sep 2019

Budget YTD 

Sep 2019 YTD Sep 2019

Budget YTD 

Sep 2019 YTD Sep 2019

Budget YTD 

Sep 2019

Offerings and other income 273,322$        296,143$          24,416$           3,672$            297,738$        299,815$        

Expenses 248,956          281,569            53,342              51,572$          302,299          333,141          

Net of Offerings less expenses 24,366$          14,574$            (28,927)$          (47,900)$        (4,561)$           (33,326)$         

 * excludes capital campaign

Capital Campaign summary

Cash Balance as of 9/30/19 168,058$        Balance 1/1/19 68,428            

Claims against cash: Foundation loan

  Liabilities 1,919              Grants 383                 

  Memorials Fund 30,088            YTD offerings 14,075            

  Pass-through Funds 13,951            YTD spent 103,884          

  Cash available 122,100$        YTD 2019 bal (20,998)           

Operating Fund Building Fund * Total

WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 
  
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;     ❑ November 10th(flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)   ❑ November 17th (flowers) 
Given by: _________________   ❑ November 24th (flowers) 
In Memory of: _____________   ❑ December 1st (flowers)  
In Honor of:________________    
In Recognition of: _________________   
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Memorials and Special Gifts received through October 20
th

 

In memory of:  Del Thomas; 

Donors:  Rod and Joyce Munson; Undesignated; 

In memory of:  Rachel Morley; 

Donors:  Rachel Morley & Family, Rachel Morley Estate; Designated for:  Radio Ministry, Capital 
Improvement,  Music Ministry; 

In memory of:  Valerie Denio; 

Donors:  Thomas Denio and Laura McKee; Undesignated; 

In memory of:  Bill Nelson; 

Donor:  Ruth Nelson; Designated for:  Radio   Ministry; 

In memory of:  Alice Retallick; 

Donor: Sam Retallick; Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

In memory of:  Barbara Baker (sister of Carolyn Kinville); 

Donor:  Judy Sheu; Undesignated; 

In memory of:  Janet Kiebler; 

Donors: Dick and Linda Keepers; Designated for:  Capital Improvement – Bell Tower; 

Donor:  Bev Maser; Designated for:  Miscellaneous Missions – Stampers; 

Donors:  John and Margaret Melrose, Marilyn and Terry Sullivan; Designated for:  Radio Ministry; 

In memory of:  Ellie Bushendorf; 

Donor:  Bonnie Gibson, John and Susan Glenz; Undesignated; 

Special Gifts 

Given for Radio Ministry 

Donors:  Peter and Barb Nelson, Reagan and Karen Reynolds, Nancy   Espie.  

 

On November 3, at our All Saints Day Memorial Service, we will remember those of our congrega-
tion who have died in the past year. One of those we will remember is Rachel Morley, long a stal-
wart of our United Methodist Women. Last month, Rachel’s commitment to the church was empha-
sized as a check arrived at the church from Rachel’s estate. She had designated several thousand 
dollars for our music program, our radio ministry, and for the capital campaign. As we give thanks 
for all our saints, give an extra one for Rachel this week. 
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On a final note:  

 

 
It has been a while since the Lake Street 

kitchen received a deep cleaning. 

It is time. 

Mark your calendars for  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
th
, 10am to 12 noon 

 
 

Clearwater Winter       
Parade – Friday,         
December 6th 
 
We have a a parade 
theme – Super Heroes!  
Those who are interested 
in being part of the 2019 

parade, we need to talk. 
 
Let us plan to talk over dinner on Wednesday, October 30th at 
5pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We will enjoy a meat loaf and 
mashed potatoes catered dinner and discuss the parade. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
information publication for members and 
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
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