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Don’t Buy Stock in Sears
Jerry Morris

It was six or seven years ago, about this time of year, and I was sitting in a
Finance Committee meeting talking about pledges. One does that sort of
thing this time of year when one is a pastor. Money was tight at church –
shocker, there – and we had had to borrow from our savings to keep
sufficient funds in our checking account. So we were really hoping people
would bump up their pledges this year. One of the Finance Committee
members, a frankly frightening woman who had grown up in the church,
announced, “We just need to make sure that people know how bad things
are! We should tell them that unless they give more, we won’t be able to keep
the furnace on!”
Think about that for a moment. Would that inspire you to give? “We’re on our
last legs and have almost run out of resources! You should give us money!”
That feels like kind of a bad investment, wouldn’t you say? Sort of like giving
more money to your deadbeat brother who can’t make rent, even though you
know he’s not going to look for work. Or, as Rick Churan (president of the
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation) put it when he was here for a
workshop: “Giving money to a church that acts as if it’s dying is like buying
stock in Sears.”
Fortunately, we’re not in dire straits financially. You can read the details on
financial report inside, but the basic story is that while money is tight –
another shocker, there – we are holding things together pretty well, far better
than we had projected for this time of year. This is largely because your
giving has been faithful and steady.
So why is that? Why do people give to a church?

According to studies, here is why. (Yes, of course there have been studies on
why people give.) For starters, people give because they agree with the
mission of the church. Second, they give if and only if they feel that their
money will be well spent.
Let me deal with these in order. The mission of the United Methodist Church
is to “make disciples for the transformation of the world.” This is a great
statement, but every church will have its own vision of how to go about it. In
this church, one of our clear core values is openness and inclusion. We are
constantly looking for barriers that might inhibit people from coming to the
love of Christ that we have experienced, and we set out to tear them down.
This is the value behind the IM Church that we host, our Inclusion Statement,
the Depression Workshop last year and the Depression Support Group this
year. This is the value behind the Recovery Group
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
that is starting this month (see page 8 inside).
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WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER

Jerry Morris
Pastor
Rev. Bill Beaton
Visitation Pastor
Ellen Prellwitz
Administrative Secretary
Kenna Szymanski

Sunday, November 4 – All Saints Memorial Service
Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with Communion*
Sermon: “The Sin of Forgetfulness”
Ezekiel 16:43, 59-63
Sunday, November 11
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Cathedrals and Meeting Houses”
2 Kings 12:4-16

Children’s Ministry
Chris Draxler
Ministry Coordinator
David Fehr
Minister of Music
Edna Sahs
Organist
Jennifer Lohmann
Pianist
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode

Finance Clerk
Aaron Athas
Communications
Facilitator
Jon Case

Sunday, November 18
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Donors and Givers”
Mark 12:41-44
Wednesday, November 21
A Church Family Thanksgiving
5:30pm
Meal in Fellowship Hall
6:30pm
Service for All Ages in Sanctuary

Sunday, November 25 – Reign of Christ Sunday
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Metaphors and Muddles: The Warm
and Fuzzy Kin-dom”
John 18:33-38a

Custodian
Logan Wallace
Worship Technology
Carley Van Beek

*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for all, we
welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God.

Nursery
Volunteers

Many Gifted Laity
Pat Peterson
Worship Design
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

ALL SAINTS OBSERVANCE, Nov. 4
Lake Street will again remember those lost over the last year on
the first Sunday of November services. The All Saints Day
observance on November 4 will include the reading of names
and tolling of the bell for those from this congregation. There will
also be two stations of votive candles. These votives may be lit
by anyone coming to church in memory of those who have gone
before us. All are encouraged to recall loved ones and plan to
light a candle as they come into the sanctuary before services.
“So long as we live, they too shall live.”
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A second value is service. We don’t want to be a church that exists
for its own sake. We want to be involved in community ministries like
Beacon House, Sojourners, the Community Table. We want to be
part of cooperative service ministries, like disaster relief, the Day of
Mission, and Carelink (see inside). This is who we are and what we
stand for.
As for the second criterion, competent management, I can give you
my own testimonial. I have never worked with people whose integrity
I have trusted more and whose cheapness – I’m sorry, I meant to say
frugality – was more pronounced. I laugh every time I think about
how much the Trustees have managed to do with the money that
they have. It takes time to track down every rebate and fill out every
possible insurance form, but they have willingly and faithfully given
their time so that we can be sure that our gifts to the church can be
used as well as possible.
This month we will be receiving pledges to support our 2019 ministry.
I invite you consider whether you can step up in your giving in some
way. But don’t do it to keep the furnace on. We’ve got that covered.
Do it, if you can, so that we can continue and expand our ministry.

BLOOD DRIVE
Did you know that one pint of
blood could save up to three
lives? The need is great so
please consider donating
whole blood or Power Reds
at the blood drive held at
Lake Street.
Tuesday, December 4th
Noon - 6PM

HAVE YOU FOUND US
ONLINE?
Our website
www.lakestreetumc.org
always has the most up to
date calendar,
news, online
giving and
more. Visit it
often for past
sermon
recordings,
past Circuit
Riders, and a direct link to
our Facebook page.

ADDRESS CHANGES
If you have had an
address change within the
past four months and are
receiving the Circuit Rider
newsletter electronically,
please send your new
address to the church
office: adminsec
@lakestreetumc.org.
Because your issue does
not go to the post office,
there is no Address Service
Requested changes that
come back to the church.
We appreciate your help to
keep our database up to
date.

To set up an appointment, visit
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-733-2767
The need is constant, the gratification is instant!
November Youth Group
Calendar
Nov 7th Lock-In Planning
night and games
Nov 14th Chit Chat
Nov. 21st No Youth
Group—Thanksgiving Eve
Nov. 28th Christmas
Decorating and Games

December Circuit Rider
Deadline is
Wednesday, November
21st for
Thursday, November 29th
mailing
Be sure to send your news
to Aaron Athas at
communications
@lakestreetumc.org
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UMW NEWS
UMW members not only give thanks for their blessings but
look for ways to help others. On Wednesday, November 14
at 9:30 a.m. we will join together for a brunch followed by a
special program. We will be renewing our commitment to
mission work by dedicating our 2019 pledges and giving
thanks for the blessings that allow us to fulfill the UMW
Purpose. Bring your 2019 pledge cards and your World
Thank Offerings. If possible, please pay your 2018 pledge
in full by this day. If you are uncertain whether your pledge
is paid, call Julie Holzinger at 715-552-8803 and she can
tell you.-

Make your reservations with Carol Gudnason,
715-832-6355 or cgudnason@gmail.com by Sunday,
November 11.
THANK YOU BAZAAR
ATTENDEES
The All Church Bazaar was a great
success; our profit will be over
$7,000. We could not have done
this without the support of the Lake
Street family. Thanks to those who:
donated, created, worked in the
kitchen, helped during the Bazaar, shopped and brought a
friend. Working together we can do great things.
CHRISTMAS TEA
The Christmas Tea date has been changed to December
12. We will see you then!

Because Thanksgiving falls
early this year, a number of
UMW events have been moved
up a week. Be sure to mark
your calendar with the adjusted
dates. Contact your group's
chair if there are questions.
11/7
Faith Circle: 1 PM in the Fireside Library
Rebecca Circle: 1 PM in the
church's Room 202
11/13
AM Reading Group: 9:30 AM at
Chippewa Valley Museum.
Please bring $5 if you can
11/14
General Meeting: 9:30 AM
brunch in Fellowship Hall.
World Thank Offering program
PM Reading Group: day, time
and placed to be announced.

UMW November Birthdays
11-8 LaRue Hanson
11-10 Susan Silva
11-12 Marty Fisher-Blakeley
11-13 Catherine Davis
11-18 Diane Boetcher
11-22 Bobbie Liedl
11-24 Joann Rutz
11-29 Loris Akervik

The organized unit of United
Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole
person through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.
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PHOTO EDITING FOR ALL
One of the most requested topics that come to the Lake Street Digital
Shooters, LSDS, is “How can I learn to use my computer to edit the photos I take
with my phone or camera?” So, in response the LSDS photography group is
offering all Lake Street members and friends an opportunity to learn photo
editing.
Participants will be able to enhance their pictures by cropping, improving focus,
enhancing color, changing color to black and white, removing objects and many other techniques. Best of
all, there is no charge for the software.
To take advantage of this opportunity, bring your PC to our next meeting in Room 202 on Wednesday
Nov. 14th and load the editing software. If you are unable to meet on that date, call Jack Wilfong at 715
839-0199 and make arrangements to obtain the software (unfortunately, we don’t have access to a free
program for Apple Computers, but the techniques we talk about are similar in most programs).

A follow-up meeting will be held on Jan, 9th to further explain the program and answer questions you
may have. Be sure to bring your PC to this meeting as well.
Meeting – Wednesday, November 14th at 6:30 p.m. in room 202.
Questions? See Jack at Church or give him a call. All are encouraged to attend regardless of their
photographic experience.
A NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY
By now you’ve seen the bulletin inserts and signs and heard the announcements or
gotten the robo-call. But just in case all of those missed you, we are going to be taking
pictures for a new Church Directory next month. This means we’d like everyone to make
an appointment for a photo sitting here at the church. Everyone who has a sitting will get
a free 8x10 picture and a copy of the directory. You will also have the opportunity to
order more copies, which is how LifeTouch can afford to do all this for free. The dates that the
photographer will be here are December 11-15 and 27-29 (weekdays 2-9pm, Saturday 10-5pm).
Things have changed since the last time we did this – 8 years ago. For starters, sign up is different.
There are three ways to sign up for your sitting:
• Go online and make your appointment. You may do that either from our website (lakestreetumc.org)
or our Facebook page.
• If you don’t navigate the internet yourself, have a friend do it or call the office (715-832-6603).
• Sundays only. Sign up in person at the table in the welcome area outside the sanctuary. (The online
scheduling will be turned off on Sundays, to avoid double scheduling.)
• You will hear more about this as the time approaches. The first step is to sign up, though.

(p.s. Yes, pets are welcome.)
"PREPARE" TO DECORATE
Advent, a time to prepare for the coming of Christ, begins December 2 this
year. All are invited to start preparing by decorating the church for Advent and
Christmas. Come to the sanctuary on Wednesday, November 28, starting at 6
PM. The sanctuary trees will be up and we will put some ornaments on them
that evening. Garlands will be hung from the balcony, and the first of our new
Advent banners will be placed. We'll work for just an hour. Come join in the fun
and get your Christmas spirit on.
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MISSION PAGE

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
(as of 10-27-18)

Goal: $102,000
Progress: $60,349

Scrippy the Squirrel says:
BUY Scrip & Support LSUMC
On the average, every $100 of
Scrip cards
that you purchase generates
$5 to the church budget.
No cost to you! Why not?

Lake Street serves at the
Community Table Sunday,
November 25th, 2018.
Refer to the Connect Card for
an opportunity to sign up or
contact Chris Draxler at 715
832-6603 or e-mail at
ministrycoor
@lakestreetumc.org

What happens when a person calls the Lake
Street office in need of emergency financial
assistance? Depending on the circumstances,
the person might be referred to Carelink,
which is one of the Eau Claire agencies that is
supported through our loose change
offering. Carelink is a partnership between
Eau Claire area churches and the Salvation
Army, working to efficiently help people who need assistance.
Instead of individual churches helping those in need, churches who
support Carelink, combine monetary resources to help provide
emergency assistance. Currently there are 22 churches supporting
Carelink. Carelink by being a central source of funding, can carefully
track and maintain client files so that funds can be maximized to help
the greatest number of individuals. From September 1st 2017
through August 31st, 2018, 1,310 families, and 3,991 individuals
have received assistance through gas and bus vouchers, rental
assistance, and utility bill assistance. Through August of this year
Lake Street has contributed $450 to Carelink. Thank you on behalf of
the mission team for supporting those in need in our community.
ARCW WISH LIST FOR
NOVEMBER: BATHROOM TISSUE
During November you're invited to join others
from Lake Street in Supporting the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry by
donating bathroom tissue. Bathroom tissue is an
item that is often requested by the AIDS Food
Pantry since this hygiene product is a frequently
requested by its clients. Clients of the ARCW
Food Pantry receive this item only through the
generosity of donors such as Lake Street UMC. In September,
thanks to your generosity, we donated a total 26 cans of tuna fish
along with other donated items – jello, marmalade, catsup,
Hamburger Helper, cookies, etc. Recipients were happy to receive
your donations and as always send thanks for your continued
support. Thank you on behalf of the mission team for supporting
those in need in our community.
MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS
It is time again for Meaningful Christmas! We will be
collecting during the month of November and December
for this project. The Mission Team has chosen two
recipients to receive funding during this Christmas
season. We will donate to Carelink to assist with gas
cards and utility bills for those in need. The second
recipient will be the Chippewa Valley Street Ministry
that serves the homeless in our community.
We will again have fudge sales this year and will contribute the
proceeds to the Meaningful Christmas. Sales will start on Sunday
November 25th. We are also going to collect socks and underwear
again this year for all ages. The children’s underwear will go to the
Montessori school , and adult underwear will go to the Chippewa
Valley Street Ministry. We thank you in advance for supporting these
ministries
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Lake Street Foundation—WHAT IS IT? HOW DOES IT HELP?
Some of you may not know that our church has its
own financial foundation. Of those of you who
knew, many of you may not have thought of it in
years or know what it does. In a simple sentence, it
supports the ministry of the church. Every year our
foundation distributes ministry grants from its
revenue. Designated grants go to support our
music programs, our youth ministries, and many
benevolent ministries, among other things. A
smaller amount is designated for capital
improvements and building maintenance, while
some is left undesignated so that the church can
respond to unexpected needs. Last year, the
Foundation distributed just under $10,000.
The Foundation has also allowed us to borrow the balance that we needed to pay for our bell tower
repair, without paying interest to an outside lender. We are borrowing the balance (about a third of the
total cost) from our own Foundation and paying 4% interest. (Some might wonder why we’re paying
ourselves interest, but remember: the task of the Foundation is not to be an emergency cookie jar, but
rather to invest wisely so as to be able to support ministry. The interest we pay on our loan is part of
the revenue that will be turned into ministry grants.)
But where does the Foundation get its money to start with? From us. From legacies and from
charitable gifts beyond our regular giving. Here are some of the ways that you could give to maintain
or build up the Foundation.
•

•
•
•

IRA Rollovers. Once you reach age 70 ½, you have to begin withdrawals from IRAs and pay taxes
on them. However, under a relatively new law, you can roll IRAs over to charitable organizations
completely without penalty or tax.
Gifts of Stock. (If you should be interested in this option, by all means work through the Wisconsin
United Methodist Foundation in Sun Prairie, who can do this without charging any brokerage fees.)
Through your will.
By changing an IRA, naming the church as beneficiary.

There are other options as well – Charitable Gift Annuities, Charitable Remainder Unitrusts, and so on
– the Lake Street Foundation or the WUMF in Sun Prairie can explain all of them.
Not everyone is in a position to make such a gift. But some are. Some are looking for ways to make a
difference in the world with what they have saved over their lifetimes, and we don’t want to be shy
about pointing out that this is one of them.
DISCIPLINES DEVOTIONAL BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED
For those who have been inquiring, the Upper Room
Disciplines 2019 edition has arrived and are available from
the church office. Price is $11.00 each. These make a
wonderful Christmas gift. WE currently have only ordered six
copies. If more are needed, we will then place an additional
order. A check-out sheet is available in the office, so swing
by and get your copy.
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WEDNESDAYS IN NOVEMBER
Through October, as we had our series of “Sharing Our Gifts” groups, we
had meals on Wednesday nights, provided by Prism Catering (at a steep
discount). We will resume those meals for the four Wednesdays of
Advent (Nov. 28 – Dec. 19), to accompany an Advent Bible Study on
those weeks, but we will take a break from the meals through the first
part of November. Simply put, there will be no Wednesday meals Nov. 714.
We will continue much of our Wednesday schedule, though. Confirmation will still meet at 5:30 in the
Fireside Library, followed by Youth Group downstairs in the Youth Room at 6:00. Handbells, Chancel
Choir, and Men’s Ensemble will rehearse at their usual times, and we are adding a 7:00 pm Recovery
group, beginning November 7.
Except that everything gets shuffled on Wednesday, November 21,
the night before Thanksgiving.
THANKSGIVING EVE DINNER AND WORSHIP
Join us on November 21 for our traditional Thanksgiving Eve
gathering. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 pm for a dinner
of soup and bread, planned by our Hospitality Committee, after
which we will move to the sanctuary for an evening of reflection and
gratitude, for all ages.
RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP
Ministry through a church is a matter of finding intersections. What
are the gifts and passions of the church? And what are the needs of
the community around the church? When you find one of those
intersections, then the question becomes no longer “Shall we start a new ministry?” but rather, “When
shall we begin?”
We’ve found a new intersection. Our new pastor for visitation, Bill Beaton, is a licensed Alcohol and
Other Drug Addiction (AODA) counselor, and in every church that he has served he has found a way
to use those skills in ministry. And, if you read the newspaper, you are well aware that alcohol
recovery is one of our area’s crying needs. So the question becomes, “When?”
Wednesday evening, November 7, at 7:00 pm, is when. This group will be open to the community –
and in fact has already been promoted in community publications – but it is open to any within our
congregation as well. The journey to recovery is a long one, and no matter what stage you might be in,
you may be helped or be a help to others along the way.
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Memorials and Special Gifts received
through October 21st
In memory of: Karen Frank;
Donors: Anonymous;
Designated for: Capital Campaign –
Bell Tower;
In honor and memory of: Grace Dodge;
Donors: Diane and Brian Brunelle;
Designated for: October 7th altar
flowers;
In memory of: Donna Juedes;
Donors: Marilyn and T
erry Sullivan;
Designated for: Radio Ministry;
In memory of: Cathy and Jerry
McEathron – Amber Possehl’s daughter
and son-in-law;
Donors: Jill and Allen Weisenbeck;
Undesignated;
Donors: Marilyn and Terry Sullivan,
John and Margaret Melrose;
Designated for: Radio Ministry;

FINANCIAL UPDATE
We have had another good month financially, partly because your
faithful giving continued, and partly because expenses were
down this month in both building and staff expenses. While these
lower-than-usual expenses will surely bounce back, the end
result for September is that we were in the black by several
thousand dollars, leaving us only $12,386 in the red for 2018.
Let me stress again that, while no one wants to be in the red,
being behind financially at this point in the year is normal. Church
giving ebbs and flows in regular patterns, and generally ends on
a high note in December. We expect this, which is one reason we
keep a healthy cash balance at all times: to cover expenses
during the lean seasons. The fact is, we are doing much better
than we had expected to be doing at this point in the year (some
$36,000 better), and so again, the Finance Committee thanks you
for your steady, consistent, generous, and faithful giving.
Here are the numbers for September:

Special Gifts
Given by: Nancy Espie for Radio
Ministry

Given by: Lucille Tomjanovich, Cathy
and Ronald Duerkop for Capital
Campaign – Bell Tower.
Do you want to sign up for
online giving? Visit
www.lakestreetumc.org/
give for more information
WORSHIP MINISTRIES
SUPPORT

One thing that is worth highlighting. This good financial report
comes in the year that our Finance Committee made the
commitment to paying our apportionments in equal monthly
payments. (For those new to United Methodism,
“apportionments” are the funds that we send to our state
denominational office – the Wisconsin Conference. Some of
those funds help pay expenses for the conference, but most of it
is dedicated to church planting and ministry support, while 25%
goes to global and national ministries and relief projects. See the
chart below.)

❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)
❑ November 11th (radio and/or flowers
❑ November 18th (radio and/or flowers)
❑ November 25th(radio and/or flowers)
❑ December 2nd (radio and/or flowers)
❑ December 9th (radio and/or flowers)
Given by: _________________
In Memory of: _____________
In honor of: _______________
Recognition of: _________________

We have paid our apportionments in full for the past several
years, but until this year we had hedged our bets and withheld
some until the end of the year until we were sure we could pay
the full amount. This year we decided that we were committed to
paying the full amount, so we would just pay 1/12 every month.
So, to be in the position we are now, with our apportionments
paid up on schedule, is even more encouraging. Again, thank
you.
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A BELL TOWER NOTE FROM
PASTOR JERRY
By the time you receive this
newsletter, the long-discussed
repair of the bell tower will be
complete. We have been
talking about it and raising
money, it seems, forever. Thank
you for all the donations you
have made above and beyond
your regular giving to pay as
much as possible up front on the
project.
Some of you may have been
surprised by the different look to
the tower. All the crenellations at
the top (those up-and-down
battlements, like you see on
medieval fortresses) are gone,
leaving the tower flatter, plainer,
and considerably shorter. After
so many years of the previous
look, this may be disappointing.
I understand.
Here is why. The Trustees received two proposals for the repair, and one
of them was to restore the battlements exactly as they were. That proposal
was $35,000 more, and the Trustees had to decide if restoring the old
appearance was enough of a priority to warrant that much more money.
The decision was not difficult. It is already painful to spend $100,000 that
could be spent in a million ways for ministry. The extra $35K was rejected.
Speaking just for myself, I would add that if I were designing a church
today, I wouldn’t be going for the medieval fortress look anyway, but that
was not the rationale used by our Trustees. It was simply about priorities
for how a church should use its resources.
DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS—LAKE STREET’S SEMINARIAN
SUPPORT CONTINUES!
Over the past three years lake Street has helped support our own Chris
van Beek in his seminary studies at Garret- Evangelical Theological
Seminary through the Dollars for Scholars Program. With this program, a
potential matching grant of up to $3000 is generated from our $1000 initial
scholarship.
Chris has one more year of left at Garret.
Last year’s support drive left approximately $250 towards this year’s
$1,000 commitment for Lake Street’s continued support of Chris’ ministerial
studies.
Will you join in to support one of Lake Street's own in his pursuit to become
a Minister of God's Word?
Your cash or check donation can be made to "Lake Street UMC - Dollars
for Scholars" and placed in the regular offering plate on Sunday or dropped
off in the office at any time. Be sure to clearly mark your donation as being
for this project. Thank you for your support in the education of
a new United Methodist minister!
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