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Post-Pandemic Sabbath 
Pastor Jerry 

 
The Covid-19 shut-downs in 2020 had an unexpected consequence. Tens 
of thousands of people were laid off from their jobs, especially in retail 
and hospitality industries. The work world was seriously disrupted. That’s 
not the unexpected part; that much could have been predicted. The 
unexpected part is that when the economy began to open up again, an 
extraordinary number of those workers decided they weren’t interested in 
going back to what they had been doing. The media, which loves to prefix 
the term “Great” to anything unexpected, began calling this “the Great 
Resignation.” 

There are several different explanations for why this happened, and as 
usual our widely divided political camps have opposing narratives that 
they yell at each other on the cable news shows. The likelihood is that 
none of the explanations is either entirely correct or entirely mistaken, but 
it does feel to me as if something significant changed. The pause gave a 
lot of people a chance to catch their breath and a time of stillness in which 
to think beyond the frantic pace of work, and many simply decided that 
they didn’t want to do that anymore. Many laid-off restaurant workers, for 
instance, had a chance to compare what they’d been earning to the 
constant strain of trying to be polite to patrons living out fantasies of 
having slaves, and the servers and hostesses realized it wasn’t worth it 
and never had been. 

That’s one of the things that a pause gives you: in the moments of 
stillness amid the flurry of life, we gain perspective on that life. This, I 
believe, is a part of why we are commanded to observe Sabbath. It isn’t 
just because we physically, mentally, and emotionally need to rest. It’s 
also because until we pause, we cannot really examine our rushed lives, 
and if we never stop to examine them, we will never see where they are 
leading us, what they are doing to us. In America, we have internalized 
the value of being busy at all times. We’re proud of being overwhelmed 
and love to tell people at the end of the day how busy we’ve been. (By the 
way, your friends don’t care how many meetings you had today. Nobody 
does.) But as long as we stick to the frantic pace, we’re too busy to 
seriously ask ourselves: is this really how I want to live? After the 
pandemic pause, many who considered that question answered, “No.” 

It has taken longer to show up, but I’m starting to see a similar thing 
happening in the church. At a recent IM Church committee meeting – 
which hadn’t met since early 2020 and was finally gathering again – Katie 
Kroll, the chair, began by asking those present how they had changed 
over the past couple of years. The result was stunning. These were all 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Saturday-Sunday, July 2-3  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and You Tube.  

Sermon: “It’s Not That Hard”  
Scripture: Romans 12:9-21 
 

Saturday-Sunday, July 9-10 - Greg Wallace Preaching 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Hate is not the answer because God does not make 
junk” 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-7, 1 Peter 3:15-17, Matthew 22:34-
40 

 
Sermon Series: The Sermon 

 
Saturday-Sunday, July 16-17  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “A Different Flavor” 

Scripture: Matthew 5:10-16, 38-47 
 
Saturday-Sunday, July 23-24 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship:9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Purity of Heart Is to Will One Thing” 
Scripture: Matthew 5: 6, 8; 6:1-6, 16-33 
 
Saturday-Sunday, July 30-31 - Service in Owen Park 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion*: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube (?)  

Sermon: “How to Be Perfect” 
Scripture: Matthew 5:48, 17-22, 27-32 
 

 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

people from different churches around the city, all active leaders in 
their respective congregations, and over and over they said the 
same thing. They didn’t want to go back to being as busy in church 
as they had been before. One said, “To tell the truth, I loved the 
complete shut-down. I was at home every evening.” Another said, 
“You know what I’ve started doing? Cooking dinner. Before Covid, I 
was out every evening at one thing or another, and my husband 
and I were on our own for food. I like cooking dinner!” Another said, 
“I’ve started knitting. It’s so wonderful.” 

I’ve been thinking about that meeting ever since. Is that what we’ve 
been doing to our most faithful members in church? Running them 
into the ground with our glut of church activities, all requiring 
volunteer leaders? Disrupting their family lives and keeping them 
from doing the things that nurture their souls and spirits? Instead of 
being a refuge from the storm of life, have we become just another 
shrill voice making competing demands on people’s time? Have 
we, the followers of the Lord of the Sabbath, been the obstruction 
keeping our people from that rest?  

And if so, what do we do now? This is not a pastoral column that 
comes with a neat answer at the end. The church does many good 
things, and one of the good things that it does is provide 
opportunities to serve others and, in that service, learn how to put 
others before ourselves. We aren’t going to stop volunteering with 
Feed My People or the Community Table. We aren’t going to give 
up our children’s spiritual formation. But is there a balance? Can 
we do these good things without making busy-ness a virtue and 
becoming a stumbling block to Sabbath? I’ll be doing a long more 
thinking about this in the months and years to come, and I’m not 
sure where I’ll end up. I just sense that something needs to change. 

In the meantime, it’s summer. Go outside (in the shade, preferably) 
and do some excellent nothing. Let your mind wander. Wandering 
is good for minds. Minds that stay on track and focused all the time 
are boring. Maybe take up knitting. Peace. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rid-
er newsletter electronical-
ly, please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
August Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, July 20  for   

Thursday, July 28  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;     
❑ Chancel Flowers ($40/wk)  ❑ July 10 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ July 17 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ July 24 (radio and/or flowers) 

      ❑ July 31 (radio) 

Given by: _________________   

In Memory of: _____________   

In Honor of:________________   

In Recognition of: _________________   

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Words of Gratitude 

Some people keep a gratitude journal, noting each day 
things to be grateful for. When this becomes a regular 
practice, one of the results is that we begin to realize 
how much we have to be grateful for. At the church, for 
instance, we are grateful to . . . 

• Mary Hermanson, of the Sewer’s Guild that meets 
monthly in our Fellowship Hall. Mary heard that we 
were running low on the embroidered napkins that 
we give to families at baptisms. So she made us 
some. 

• Bonnie and Bill Wright and Linda and Dick 
Peterson for the hours they have spent preparing 
and caring for the church’s flower garden. 

• The crew of members and friends who braved the 
heat to tidy the rest of the church gardens on June 
26. 

• To the Brain & Body Class that meets twice a 
week in our Fellowship Hall for catching the 
squirrel that had found a new home in our building. 
The rodent (whom they named Jerry) was released 
unharmed. 

• The kitchen and tech volunteers who, in their 
different ways, made the party for Ellen’s 50th 
Anniversary (June 5) and the celebration of Dave 
Stratton’s life and ministry (June 25) possible. 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Volunteer Coordinator Position 

Lake Street church is looking for someone 
to work with the our ministry teams and 
with the pastor in the essential task of 
recruiting and supporting volunteers for 
the worship, welcoming, spiritual 
formation, and outreach  ministries of the 
church. The position would pay $15/hour 
and would be approximately 10 hours a 
week, much of which would be on Sunday 
morning. For more information, contact 
Pastor Jerry. (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

IM Church Returning July 17 

We’re Baaaaack!  

IM Church will resume in-person meetings on July 
17.  We’re so excited to see our friends again for 
activities, songs and prayers of the people, and 
fellowship with a free meal.  We meet from 3:00 to 
4:30 on the third Sunday of every month here at 
Lake Street. Masks will be optional, but that may 
change as we watch the COVID numbers and the 
severity of the variants.  

It takes many hands to provide IM Church. St. 
James, Emmanuel Lutheran, Hope UMC, Spirit 
Lutheran, and others from the community participate 
in planning and delivery, but we always need help 
with leading the activity, making the meal, and 
cleaning up. If you can help on July 17, contact Katie 
at 715-836-9226 or by email at:    
jkkroll@outlook.com.  

Worship in the Park, July 31! 

And Blessing of the Animals 

 

It has been four years since we last tried 

to worship in Owen Park on Sunday, 

long enough for us to forget how that 

turned out (and we don’t want anyone to 

remind us). So we are trying again.  

On July 31, our In-Person Worship 

service will meet at 9:00am at the Owen 

Park Band Shell. We will have coffee 

there, and you are invited to bring easy 

snacks for an outdoor coffee fellowship 

afterwards. (Quick breads, donuts, fruit, 

stuff like that—nothing that requires 

cooking.) 

All are invited to bring your well-behaved 

and/or securely restrained pets for a 

Blessing of the Animals during worship.  

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
mailto:jkkroll@outlook.com
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ARCW Wish List for July:  

JELL-O OR PUDDING 

  

Help clients with HIV/AIDS and 
their families during July by 
donating a box of Jell-O or 
pudding to the AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin Food 
Pantry.  The ARCW Food Pantry 
is located here in Eau Claire and 
provides direct services to people 
within our community struggling 
with HIV/AIDS. Please place your 
donation in the ARCW Food 
Pantry box near the entrance to 
Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks to the folks who donated 
35+ tubes of toothpaste in May to 
the Food Pantry.  Your continued 
help is appreciated! 

 
 
 

SCRIP Earnings are 

going to Feed My 

People 

For 2022 all Scrip earnings are 

to be designated to help those 

who are food insecure. That 

means we will be providing 

over $3000 to helping others at 

most difficult times. 

This may be a good time for 

you to start buying Scrip cards 

to help get us to $4000 this 

year. 

Buy Scrip. Support LSUMC  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update 

Loose Change Offering for Missions:   This month’s loose change 
offering will go to Beat Malaria, which was previously called Nothing 
But Nets.  This is another global ministry that the mission team would 
like to support.  The money raised will go towards bed nets and other 
life -saving tools to help protect the most vulnerable in our world from 
malaria.  According to the Beat Malaria website a child dies nearly 
every minute from malaria which is a preventable and treatable 
disease.  For more information visit website https://beatmalaria.org/ 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Community Table 
Opportunities 

 

Our next date to cook and serve at 

the Community Table is: 

 

August 11 (9:00-2:00pm) 

Volunteers may sign up for the 

whole time or for the first or second 

half. To volunteer, 

contact Tom Stanford 

at: 

tstrider73@gmail.com 

Beacon House  
Hosting 

Our next week to host 

Beacon House meals 

Will be the week of October 9. 

To volunteer, contact 

Kent Gierhart. 

Special, Special Thanks! 

 It was a wonderful day!  Many, many thanks to all 

those who planned and coordinated the gathering for my 

50-Year Celebration on Sunday, June 5th.  So many 

memories shared along with much laughter, with videos, 

with gifts and with great food.  The Methodists always 

have great food!  Pastor Kent way back always used to tell 

us that God created laughter just like he did tears and it is 

always easier to be part of a joyful church!  It was a joyful 

day!   Thank you, thank you! — Ellen 

https://beatmalaria.org/


 

 

 The Sermon on the Mount 

In July and August, Pastor Jerry will be spending time with 
Jesus’ most famous body of teaching: The Sermon on the 
Mount, found in Matthew chapters 5-7. It’s not certain that 
this sermon was ever preached in exactly the form that we 
have in those chapters, however, or even all at once. The 
Gospel of Luke has most of the teachings found in the 
Sermon on the Mount, but in that Gospel, they are scattered 
around in different chapters, given at different times. It may 
just be that Matthew decided to collect all the most 
memorable of Jesus’ teachings in one spot, regardless of 
when they were originally given. 

It doesn’t really matter. Either way, these three chapters are 
the clearest and most concentrated glimpse into the mind of 
Christ that we have in scripture, and for that reason alone 
we should spend time with it. So we are going to, in the 
sermons of July 17 - August 14. 

But don’t expect it be easy. One of the hallmarks of Jesus’ 
teachings throughout the gospels is that they are 
confrontational and challenging. This sermon is no different. 
We will find words of comfort - “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit” - and we will find words of stunning challenge - 
“Therefore, you shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.”  

I hope you will prepare for this series prayerfully, and still more by reading the sermon first. Just remember: I 
warned you it wouldn’t be easy. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children and 
families as well as summer programs. $15/hour 
and approximately 10 hours a week. Since we 
do not have a full children’s program during the 
pandemic, the position may begin with fewer 
hours, but if you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Pastor Jerry as soon 
as possible. 

 (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

SHARING GOD'S 
GLORIOUS GIFTS 

How does your garden 
grow?  Coral bells, 
primrose, phlox, coming 
up?  Would you share their 
beauty with the 
congregation on a Sunday 
morning?  If so, just bring 
them with you to 
church.  Don't worry that 
"someone else" will also 

bring flowers.  We can never have too many, be 
they homegrown, or bought at the farmer's market 
or floral shop.  Spur of the moment cutting are 
welcome, especially given how hard it is to guess 
on say Wednesday, what will be flourishing on 
Sunday.  If needed there are vases available at 
the church.   

Special thanks to the Francis family for daffodils, 
and the Boltons for peonies which earlier graced 
our sanctuary.  Questions?  Contact Pat 
Peterson.  Thank you.    

The Sermon on the Mount, Carl Heinrich Bloch 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

United Women in Faith News 

On Wednesday, July 20, Lake Street United Women in Faith will join 
together for a program titled, "Remember When ...." which will look at 
some history of the women of the church.  We will see how we came to 
be, what we have done, and why we do what we do.  Come hear our 
story and your opportunities to be a part of this organization that unites 
women of faith for the good of God's world.  This noon luncheon will be 
in the Fellowship Hall.  You do not have to be a UWF member to 
attend.  All are welcome!  Call Marty Fisher-Blakely at 715-832-2872 
by July 17 with your reservation.  

 

United Women in Faith 

For the past 50 years the official women’s organization of the United 
Methodist Church has been United Methodist Women or UMW.  
Beginning this year we will call ourselves United Women in Faith or 
UWF.  As United Women in Faith we remain a powerful, fearless force 
driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood with a continued focus 
on women, children and youth.  United Methodist and other like 
“minded women are invited to join us because love in action can 
change the world.” 
 
Our new mission statement reflects our core values inviting others to 
join with us.  

“United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women 
through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, 
creative fellowship and education so that they can inspire, influence 
and impact local and global communities.” 

 
As things and people change, it is wise to remember that God remains 
and that continues to be the purpose behind everything we do in this 
organization. 
 

Questions about United Women in Faith 
 
Are we still a part of the United Methodist Church? Yes, we are still 
the only official women’s organization and our legal name will remain 
United Methodist Women. 
 
What do we call ourselves now?  We are United Women in Faith. 
 
What is our website?  uwfaith.org 
 
Can we belong to UWF if we are not members of the United 
Methodist Church?  Yes, our bylaws allow women to be involved and 
be leaders even if they become affiliated with another denomination. 
 
Why the name change or rebranding? The rebranding UMW means 
we are refreshing the way we tell our story and updating our programs, 
resources and outreach efforts to better nurture current members and 
to be more attractive to and welcoming of women of diverse 
backgrounds and life stages by meeting them where they are. 
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July Birthdays 

 
4-Marilyn Sullivan  

21-Jeanette Wangen-99  

24-Carol Fawcett-93  

29-Corrine Donahue   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION u - 2022 

Mission u is an opportunity to 

learn and share ideas with 

other United Women in Faith 

members.  The theme this 

year is Who Can We Be To-

gether?  Building Communities 

of Hope and Joy.  Mission u 

2022 will give as a chance to 

reflect on the community that 

Jesus is calling us to be 

In-person classes as well as 
zoom classes are being of-
fered during July.  There will 
be no group zoom classes of-
fered at Lake Street.  You are 
encouraged to watch at home 
or with a friend.  Detailed infor-
mation is on the UWF bulletin 
board outside the church of-
fice. 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
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How Does Your Household Worship? 

Pastor Jerry 

One of my clergy friends is Park Hunter, who until this month was the pastor of the Onalaska United 

Methodist Church. As a punishment for some unknown sin he has been sentenced to be a District 

Superintendent beginning this month, and the announcement was made to his congregation some 

time ago. In the weeks following the announcement of his re-appointment, Park was sitting in his 

office one day when a couple dropped by to see him. “Pastor,” they said, “we’re sure going to miss 

you.”  

Park looked at them and said, “I’m so sorry, but who are you?” 

They weren’t offended. They smiled and said, “Oh, you’ve never met us, but we’ve been joining you 

for worship online for two years now.” 

This is the new world of the church. The dismantling of old patterns of worship had been underway 

for years before Covid-19, but the pandemic poured jet fuel into the gas tank, and now we are 

scrambling to figure out how to function in this unexpected context. Before the pandemic shut-

downs, when we said “worship” we referred to the weekly gathering in the church building, and the 

only distinction we made was between early-churchers and late-churchers. Yes, we had the radio 

broadcast and had started a livestream of our second service on Facebook, but those were too often 

afterthoughts. Now we have: 

1. In-person worshipers (less than half as many as before the pandemic) 

2. Radio worshipers  

3. Saturday evening Facebook worshipers (the shorter “Living Room Service”) 

4. Sunday morning Facebook worshipers - either joining the livestream or watching later 

5. Sunday morning YouTube worshipers - especially those who dislike Facebook 

6. People who alternate between services, i.e. sometimes coming in person, sometimes enjoying 

the service at home, in pajamas, with coffee 

 

Moreover, the surge of online worship options has made it possible for people to worship from 

anywhere. We have regular worship attenders who live in New York, Ohio, and West Virginia, and 

it’s fair to assume that we have official members of our church who have found other services they 

like more and are attending those churches remotely now. There are even some who have put 

together a collage of different churches that they attend. I know a faithful long-time Catholic who 

drops in on our Saturday evening service sometimes, just as a supplement to her worship in her own 

congregation. 

 

One of the challenges of this new world is keeping up with our own people. None of our various 

remote platforms for worship include any way to know who is joining us there. Facebook will tell us 

how many people clicked on a service and how many stayed longer than a few seconds, but not 

who those people were. I found out recently about a couple in our church that has become 

effectively homebound during the two years of the pandemic. In the years BC (Before Covid) we 

might have noticed that they were no longer making it to church, but how do you tell the difference 

between someone who is unable to come to church and someone who just prefers the online 

experience? With that in mind we have put together a brief survey, just so that we have some idea 

who is where in our worship. 

 

This survey is included as an insert in this newsletter and will also be available for in-person 

worshipers on Sundays, but for those who would prefer to do the survey online, you may do so using 

this address: https://tinyurl.com/lakestreetworshipsurvey. I know you get invited to do surveys every time 

you go to a drugstore these days, but I hope you’ll take the time for this one. We’re trying to sort out 

how to do ministry in a strange new world. 

https://tinyurl.com/lakestreetworshipsurvey
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through June 22nd 

 
In memory of: John Anderson; 

 Donor: Jon and Julie Holzinger; 

Designated for: Radio Ministry; 

 Donors:  Florence and Lloyd 

Shepherd;  Designated for:  Library 

 

Special Gifts 

In Honor of Ellen Prellwitz’s 50 Years of 
Service; Donors: Steve Lasure; 
Undesignated; 

 Donors:  John and Margaret Melrose 
and anonymous gifts; 

 Designated for:  Radio Ministry 
 In kind Gift for Water Heater 

installation:  Donor:  Brad Smith; 

Financial Report through May, 2022 

We are still trying to figure out all the things that the 
pandemic experience has changed in our day-to-day life 
(see article on p.1), but at least one appears to be the old 
expectations about church giving. Over the past decades, 
we have grown to expect a huge boost in giving at 
Christmas and Easter, followed by sharp decreases in the 
subsequent months. But neither expectation seems to be 
tracking now. Our Easter giving in April was good, but less 
than expected, but then our May giving was almost the 
same as April. We may have to start rewriting the rule book. 

Briefly, our giving has been about $10,000 less than we 
projected so far this year, but our expenses (including 
building expenses) have been about $14,000 less. So, while 
we are about $16,000 in the red year-to-date, that’s slightly 
better than the $20,000 deficit that we expected at this point. 

In looking at that expected deficit, please remember that one 
reason we were all right planning for that is because we 
have expected sources of funds that we cannot count as 
income in budgeting because they are internal transfers. 
These include: Foundation Grants (this year about $23,000) 
and regular payments from the Parsonage Fund designated 
for the pastor’s housing allowance (this year totaling almost 
$10,000).  

In other words, while the Finance Committee is still watching 
the lower-than-expected giving levels, we are doing fine. As 
always, thank you. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the July issue 
(mailed on July 28) need to be  
received no later than July 20. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE  

Wisconsin United Methodist Annual Conference Report 

Pastor Jerry 

In the weeks heading into our Annual Conference Meeting, I wrote some 
cautious pre-conference articles, basically preparing people for bad news about 
Christians being un-Christian to each other. That was, after all, what we had the 
last time we met in person, in 2019. I am glad to report that I was completely 
wrong. The conference went smoothly, and while there were differences 
expressed, they were expressed respectfully. 

Now, for the sake of the United Methodist policy wonks among us, here is some 
more specific detail on what went on. The rest of you, please feel free to skip 
this part. 

• A process was approved permitting churches to disaffiliate from the 
conference, under the rules adopted at the special General Conference of 
2019. Thus churches who disagree with the UMC’s position on sexuality 
and who are not willing to wait until the next General Conference in 2024 to 
see what the new rules will be then now have a path forward. It’s pricey, 
though. To leave, the church must get caught up on all apportionments, 
then pay an extra year, then pay an even larger amount to the UMC 
pension fund, so that retired clergy funds remain funded. It would cost a 
church of about 100 members a minimum of about $100,000.00.  

• One church, the Trinity UMC of Waldo, Wisconsin, was permitted to 
disaffiliate from the UMC and dissolve as a church. This has nothing to do 
with the sexuality disagreement noted above. Instead, this church has a 
long history of disaffection with the Conference and at a special called 
meeting voted by about 75% to leave. In doing so, they lose their church 
building (because in the UMC, building belong to the Conference), but after 
a year of meetings with the Bishop and Cabinet an agreement was 
hammered out that will enable them to buy the property back if they choose. 
Those in the congregation who voted to remain Methodist are already being 
welcomed into membership by a nearby church. 

• Two resolutions on current issues were adopted. The first, in light of the 
expected reversal of Roe v. Wade, supported “the central ethical and 
humane tradition of providing quality reproductive health care to all.” The 
resolution did not deal too many specifics, but opposed the banning of 
abortion in all cases. This resolution was presented by a Lay Member of the 
conference who is an OB/GYN, and she spoke eloquently, using many 
examples from her own work, on why this resolution was necessary for 
women’s health. There were voices that spoke against the resolution, 
reminding us to care for the unborn children as well, but the resolution 
passed with about 80% of the vote. 

• A similar percentage passed a resolution responding gun violence with calls 
for several policy changes, including raising the minimum age to purchase 
firearms, universal background checks, increased investment in mental 
healthcare, and a banning of military-style automatic weapons.  

Resolutions passed at Methodist Conferences have no legal force but are 
simply public statements intended to encourage lawmakers in a direction, but 
despite their limited effect, these have often been the cause of many angry, 
rancorous speeches in past conferences. The fact that they did not this time is 
notable, even remarkable. And hopeful. Our differences are not going away, but 
perhaps it is possible for us to figure out a peaceable way for our different 
factions to serve God as we feel called. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Wor-

ship (Chapel)  

2 
2:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Celebration 

(Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

3 
9:00am Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; Radio 

Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "It's Not That Hard"; 

Text: Romans 12:9-21; 

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip 

10:15am Adult Book Group (Conf Rm)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

4 
Independence 

Day 

Office Closed  

5 6 
9:30am AT-IT 

Team 

(Conference 

Room)  

9:30am UWF 

Exec Comm 

(Room 202)  

6:30pm NA 

(Fireside Library)  

7 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

8 
9:00am 

Drive-Up 

Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Worsh

ip (Chapel)  

9 
8:00am Rooms 

202/Fireside 

Library In Use 

(Amateur Radio 

Testing)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook 

10 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Message: "Hate is not the answer 

because God does not make junk"; 

Texts: 1st Corinthians 13:1-7, 1st Peter 

3:15-17 and Matthew 22:34-40;  

Greg Wallace, Lay Speaker  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip 

10:15am Adult Book Group (Conf Rm)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

11 
6:00pm Ministry 

Night: Missions, 

Worship/Hospitality

, Spiritual 

Formation 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

12 
6:00pm 

Communication

s Team (on line)  

13 
6:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA 

(Fireside Library)  

14 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

15 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Wor-

ship (Chapel)  

16 
6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

4:00pm 

Sleepover for 

Ortonville UMC 

Youth Group  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

17 
Mission Emphasis: Beat Malaria  

9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "A Different Flavor"; 

Text: Matthew 5:10-16, 38-47 ; 

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Adult Book Group (Conf Rm)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

18 
10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

19 20 
Circuit Rider 

Deadline  

12:00pm UWF 

General Meeting 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA 

(Fireside Library)  

21 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

22 
9:00am 

Drive-Up 

Food Pantry 

(located at 

Brewing 

Projekt)  

5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Wor-

ship (Chapel)  

23 
10:00am Room 

202 In Use 

(Huntington's 

Disease 

Support Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

24 
9:00am Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Purity of Heart Is to Will One 

Thing"; 

Text: Matthew 5:6, 8; 6:1-6, 16-33;  

10:00am Fellowship and Scrip 

10:15am Adult Book Group (Conf Rm)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  

25 
10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

6:00pm Church 

Council (online)  

26 
6:30pm 

Foundation 

Board 

(Conference 

Room or Room 

202)  

27 
1:30pm Room 

202/Fireside 

Library In Use 

(Early Memory 

Loss Support 

Group)  

6:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm NA 

(Fireside Library)  

28 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider 

Assembly 

(Room 202)  

29 
5:00pm 

Hispanic 

Ministry 

Prayer/Wor-

ship (Chapel)  

30 
6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

31 
9:00am Outdoor Worship with 

Communion in Owen Park with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1) ; 

Fellowship in the Park with Easy 

Snacks 

Sermon: "How to be Perfect"; 

Text: Matthew 5:48; 17-22, 27-32  

10:15am Adult Book Group (Conf Rm)  

4:00pm Hispanic Ministry (Chapel)  
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