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Point-Last Essays 
Jerry Morris 
 
Most of us learned the same way to write essays in 
school. You start off with an introductory paragraph, in 
which you tell your readers what you’re going to 
prove. Then you write the body of the essay, which 
consists of your proof of that thesis. After that, you 
write your conclusion, in which you remind your    
readers of what you’ve just proven. The simpler way 
to describe this process is: “Tell them what you’re going to tell them; tell them; 
tell them what you’ve told them.” 
 
 
A little repetitive, yes, but effective. It is an ideal way to explain conclusions that 
you have reached and defend your conclusion. This  outline is particularly   
useful in oral presentations, in that an audience can zone out for a minute or 
two (as we all do) but because the thesis is repeated several times should still 
get the point. This was how I was told to design sermons in my seminary 
preaching classes. An essay I recently read by a young theologian called this 
the “point-first essay.” 
 
 
One problem with the point-first essay is that it is artificial. It describes the end 
point of a process that is never as neat as the point-first essay makes it sound. 
Our actual process of learning is more like this: we wonder about something, or 
something happens to shake our former beliefs, and we start trying new        
explanations. Usually the things we try don’t work. Then we get distracted by 
something else, and we forget for a while what we were doing, but then we 
come back to it and try something else, which also fails. Sometimes we think of 
something and reject it out of hand, only to remember it years later and wonder 
if maybe there was something in that after all . . . well, you get the idea. I can’t 
think of one important thing I have learned in my life that I learned by a   
straightforward, orderly process.  
 
 
But the young theologian, Ed Emerson, who described the point-first essay  
noted that there is another way to compose an argument: the point-last essay. 
In this form, you begin by describing the problem, not the solution, and then 
simply narrate the different answers you try, including your failures and what 
you have learned from those dead ends, until you finally come to (or stumble 
over) something that resolves the problem. This may or may not have any   
connection to where you thought you were going or what you thought you’d  
discover, but at least the process feels like real life. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Sunday, July 7 – 4
th

 Sunday of Common Time 
 Service at 9:00 am with Communion* led by Rev. Steve 
 Scott 
 Sermon: “Still Growing Up” 
 Ephesians 4:11-16 
  
 

Sermon Series: Inventing Church 
Story Sermons from the Book of Acts 

 
Sunday, July 14 – 5

th
 Sunday of Common Time 

 Service at 9:00 am 
 Sermon: “Power and Glory” 
 Acts 1-4 
 
Sunday, July 21 – 6

th
 Sunday of Common Time 

 Service at 9:00 am 
 Sermon: “Reality Checks” 
 Acts 5-8  
  
Sunday, July 28 – 7

th
 Sunday of Common Time  

 Service at 9:00 am  
 Sermon: “Revolutionary” 
 Acts 9-12 
 
 
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for all, 
we welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God. 

 

Homecoming for Steve Scott, July 7 

On July 7, Pastor Jerry will be swapping pulpits with a        
colleague, the Rev. Steve Scott. Many of you know Steve,  
inasmuch as he grew up a block from the church and, since 
his mother was organist here, was as underfoot in the building 
as any pastor’s kid. Except that you couldn’t get rid of him 
through the appointment system. Steve remembers swinging 
on the rope in the bell tower, three floors high.  

Steve, fortunately, has overcome his unsavory past. After a 
stint in journalism – Religion Editor for the St. Paul’s Pioneer 
Press – he responded to God’s call to ministry and served at 
Jim Falls, Holcombe, and Anson for several years before 
moving to his current appointment at Milton United Methodist 
Church. Steve is married to the Rev. Ann Scott, also serving 
in our conference, and is the head of the Order of Elders for 
the Wisconsin Conference. Please welcome Steve back to his 
home church for worship this Sunday, and keep an eye on the 
bell tower. We just had the thing fixed, after all. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JULY 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING TRUSTEES 

In many areas of the church, summer is a light time. We 
don’t have our full education program or music program, 
for instance. But for one group, this is peak season. Our 
Board of Trustees has our building and its maintenance 
in its care, and summer is when things can be done. And 
things      definitely are being done. Things like this: 

 Replacing old bulbs in the welcome area and halls with energy-efficient LED 
lights. (This repair is subsidized by Focus on Energy grants.) 

 A new membrane roof over our preschool area (this overdue repair is           
subsidized at least partly as the last item on our capital campaign). 

 New insulation under the eaves of our sanctuary, where we had ice dams and 
water damage last winter (this repair is subsidized at least partly by our        
insurance claim on that water damage. In the process of applying the insulation, 
the contractors have found and sealed several large holes from which heat was 
escaping the sanctuary.) 

As you can see, our Trustees are not only being very active in doing repairs but  
also active in finding ways to pay for them. Future projects include: LED bulbs for 
the Fellowship Hall, carpet cleaning, updating fire alarms and security cameras, and 
probably several things I’ve forgotten. 

The point is that we have an outstanding, creative, hard-working Board of Trustees 
who put in innumerable hours making sure that our building is available for ministry. 
This next Sunday, July 7, is National Kiss a Trustee on the Lips Day...okay, fine, I 
made that up. But do say thank you. This year’s Trustees are: Jerry Kroll (chair), Al 
Fedie, Al Weisenbeck, John Melrose, Marty Fisher Blakeley, Jeff Voss, and Brad 
Smith, with Jon Case serving and working alongside them. 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, 
past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit Rider  
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church  
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address Service  
Requested changes that 
come back to the church. 
We appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
August Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, July 24th for  

Thursday, August 1st 
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

If you think about it, nearly all of the Bible could be described as point-last 
essays, because the Bible tends to tell stories rather than argue theses. The 
Bible seems to assume that we can learn as much from reading about   
people’s mistakes and dead ends as about their ultimate conclusions. Take 
the Book of Acts, for instance. This book tells about the years just after   
Jesus had returned to the Father, and the question it starts with is the   
question that Jesus’ disciples faced as Jesus left: “Now what? What are we 
supposed to do? How do we continue the work of Jesus without him?” In 
other words, although the disciples didn’t even know enough to phrase it 
this way yet, their problem was, “How do we invent a church?” The book 
tells it all: the moments of success, the unexpected problems, the false 
steps, the disagreements, and the radical new directions. It concludes with 
the question still open. This is what the early church learned; now what 
about us? 

This is still a valid question, perhaps more valid than ever. We may not need 
to invent a church, but we might be in the position of needing to reinvent 
her. As we have watched the church slip into a position of relative           
irrelevance in American culture, and even more as we watch our own 
Church do her best to implode in controversy, we have the same questions 
the apostles started with: “Now what? What are we supposed to do? How 
do we continue the work of Jesus now?” 

So, in my sermons in July and August, I’m just going to go through the Book 
of Acts, retelling the steps and missteps of the early church in story form. I 
do not intend to tell you what conclusions to draw from the story. That’s not 
how stories work. I plan to offer my own reflections on some possible   
meanings in my weekly “Connections” article, but on Sunday mornings 
we’re just going to watch as God works through the sometimes teachable 
people of God and each of us listen for what the Spirit has to say to us    
today. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS, EAU CLAIRE HISPANIC MINISTRY 

 

As you probably know by now, Lake Street has offered some of our extra space to serve 

as the  office and first location of a new church start here in Eau Claire, a Spanish-

language church. Since this was first announced several people have asked some     

questions, some of which we haven’t had answers for. But some we do. 

 

When will the new church start? The church planter, José Mayorga, has already been   

appointed and has moved to town. He will officially begin on the second Sunday of July, because, by gum, 

that’s when Methodist pastors start.  

 

Where will the new church be in the building? The church offices will be downstairs in the offices recently   

vacated by the North West District. José has looked over the Chapel and loves it, so there is a very good 

chance that they will begin services there. 

 

Will they begin services right away? No, actually. At the moment, the new church membership consists of   

José, his wife, and his two children. He needs to spend some time getting to know the Spanish speaking   

community and building     relationships. He has a target date of beginning their own worship in December of 

this year. Until then, the Mayorga  family will be worshiping with us. 

 

So long as they’ll be worshiping with us, does José happen to play the drums? We could really use a      

drummer for the praise band. Why, yes, now that you mention it. He does. 

 

Will the new church be paying rent? No. We are going to be partners with them in ministry, rather than their     

landlords. They will share in the cost of things like internet, but we won’t try to make money from this fledgling 

new church. 

 

Will we do things together? Absolutely. We will worship together at least once a year, according to the church 

planter covenant, but there are a lot of ways we can work together.  

 

Are there ways that we can help? First of all, we can welcome the Mayorga family during these first few 

months and make sure that they feel at home with us. Beyond that, though, every church planter in the      

conference has a “shepherding team” of people who can serve as counselors and accountability partners. 

That team will include Pastor Jerry and someone from the circuit, but it should also have one or two Lake 

Street church members. If you would like to be in on the ground floor of this new ministry, let Jerry know. 

 

 

SHARE A SUNSET 

The August Digital Shooters Gallery will feature 

sunset photographs.  It would be great to have 

many members of the congregations contribute.  

To submit a photo; print an 8 X 10 , put your 

name on the back and put it in the Digital    

Shooters folder (across from the office) by July 

30th.  A team will select 9 photos to put in the 

Gallery in Fellowship Hall.  If you have questions 

contact the office. 
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Important Dates for July 

July 7
th

 – An excellent day to 

check out a book to read from 

the UMW’s Book Cart,        

located in the Fireside        

Library. 

 

July 24
th

 – Just us for Justice 

Walk/Run 

Carson Park 

4:30pm 

Register at 
www.cvjusticerun.org 
This non-profit event fights 

human trafficking &  

exploitation through  

education and victim   

support. 

 
July 26

th
 – Mission u –  

Overview Day 

9am to 3pm 

Wisconsin Rapids 

 
Quilters meet every Thurs-
day, 9am to 3pm in Room 
101. 

 
  
This month’s birthdays 
7-4 Marilyn Sullivan 
7-7 Beatrice Peterson—90 
7-21 Jeanette Wangen 
7-24 Carol Fawcett—90 

UMW NEWS 

START SMALL AND GROW FOR MISSIONS 

It's wonderful to be able to open windows!  How 
good the fresh air is for our lungs.  Would you do 
some gardening for our ALL CHURCH BAZAAR on 
October 19-20?  Our plant booth needs small 
houseplants that clean the air even when the      
seasons call for closed windows.  Cutting,          
separating and rooting violets, cacti, pathos, spider 
plants and the like now will give them time to      
become well established.  Plants in 4 inch pots are 
popular sellers at this fund raiser which benefits local (including Lake Street itself) and  
worldwide missions.  Remember it is MISSION POSSIBLE because of YOU. 

Come to the Bazaar WORKSHOP on Thursday, July 11, starting at 10 AM.  We'll break for 
lunch and continue in the afternoon.  Plan to come and join in the fun. 

FYI ABOUT PLASTICS 

It is always a good practice to reduce plastic use but often it is unavoidable. Instead of 
throwing into the landfill, include the following items in your plastic recycling.  Festival Foods 
has a bin outside the entrance to drop off the following plastic items. 

 Furniture wrap 

 Electronic wrap 

 Plastic cereal box liners (if it tears like paper, do not include) 

 Case wrap (e.g., snacks, water bottles) 

 Newspaper bags 

 Dry-cleaning bags 

 Bread bags and produce bags 

 Toilet paper, napkin and paper-towel wraps 

 Plastic shipping envelopes 

 All clean bags labeled #2 or #4 

 Plastic grocery bags 

 Ziploc bags 

 
Why Recycle Plastic Bags 

 Plastic bags are among the most common sources of marine   

debris, where they can be mistaken as food by birds and fish. 

 Plastic bags do not biodegrade, meaning it will take hundreds 

of years for them to decompose in a landfill. 

 Recycling a ton of plastic bags (about 450,000 bags) saves 

11 barrels of oil. 

PRACTICING RESURRECTION : THE GOSPEL OF MARK AND 
RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP BY JANET WOLF 

This is another book that is part of the Wisconsin Mission u    
studies/  It presents the well-known gospel of Mark in a different 
light by using voices and  experiences that are often relegated to 
the margins.  Where we stand, what we see, who we listen to, 
whose stories and voices we value or dismiss shape the way we 
understand the world and the Bible.   
 
The study begins in Mark 15 with the story of a    woman who bursts into a gathering of male 
disciple to anoint Jesus, and, to the surprise of the disciples, is resoundingly affirmed [by 
Jesus].  Throughout Wolf utilizes personal experiences and stories entrusted to her through 
her work in prisons and as a community organizer to invite us to experience the   power that 
stories have to heal, transform, liberate and unshackle. 
 
Why does Wolf refer to the writer of the gospel of Mark as “she”?  Why did she choose the 
word “radical” discipleship in the title?  To find the answers, check out the book which can be 
found in the UMW book cart in the Fireside library. 

http://www.cvjusticerun.org


 

 

Memorials and Special Gifts   
received through June 16th 

 
 

In memory of:  Rachel Morley; 

 Donor:  Bonnie Gibson;                    

 Undesignated; 

 

In memory of:  Don Rose; 

 Donor:  Carol Lamirande;           

 Designated for:  Capital                 

 Improvement – Bell Tower; 

 

In memory of:  Juanita Bessire; 

 Donor:  Dorothy Elliott;               

 Designated for:  Capital               

 Improvement – Bell Tower; 

 

Additions to May 2019 report: 

 

In honor of Keith Glasshof’s 80
th

    

birthday; 

 Donors:  Marilyn and Terry               

 Sullivan;                                     

 Designated for: Radio Ministry; 

 

In memory of:  Juanita Bessire; 

 Donors:  Marilyn and Terry          

 Sullivan;                                     

 Designated for: Radio Ministry; 

 

In memory of:  Alan Moy; 

 Donors:  Marilyn and Terry          
 Sullivan;                                     
 Designated for:  Radio Ministry. 
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WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER: THE FIRST YEAR 

OF IM CHURCH 

-By Katherine Schneider 

A year ago Lake Street Church hosted the first monthly  

Ecumenical Inclusive Ministry IM Church for people with 

cognitive disabilities, their friends and families.  As a    

member of the core team, I thought it would be good to 

share with you what a wondrous thing your church is doing. 

Each month a different church or ecumenical team          

organizes and delivers a Sunday school/craft activity, a  

worship service and a fellowship meal.  Our attendance is 

about fifty when you count participants and the team in 

charge that month.  I’ve not taken a survey, but I’d guess 

singing and the fellowship supper are the most popular 

parts of the event. Our theme song is “I am the church, You 

are the Church, We are the church together.”  

“We are the church together” takes some doing. Some    

volunteers come to serve but it takes time and effort to be 

with rather than doing for people with cognitive disabilities. 

Each month we process into the sanctuary together (some 

up the ramp, some up the stairs).  We offer prayers together 

and sing “Happy Birthday” each month for our birthday folk. 

Sometimes we gently remind each other about “only one 

cookie” or other dietary restrictions. We’re getting to know 

regulars (both volunteers and participants) enough to notice 

absences.  Before participants arrive, we’ve started having 

a prayer each month to help volunteers catch the spirit:  

“Loving God, we’re here today to worship, learn, fellowship 

and serve each other. Help us meet each other with joy in 

our uniqueness and not fear in their otherness.  Let us offer 

and accept help, not do for someone. Help us listen and find 

common bonds, be they football or cats rather than talking 

down to anyone. Keep us free from pity and                     

resentment.   Help us learn from the people we “help” so we 

recognize You in them and us. Teach us that we all are the 

church for each other and are each made in Your image. 

Show us how to love.” 

Helping plan  how to modify craft projects so blind and  

sighted can both do them and figuring out how to preach 

about the events of Easter week without using preachy   

language have been real growth experiences for me.     

Confronting in a loving way occasional condescending    

remarks and actions like not letting me use scissors is a 

work in progress for me. But I find myself coming back each 

month even if my team is not in charge because as a part of 

this IM church body, I know I am accepted and valued. We 

are the church together. Come join us. 
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LOOKING FOR LEADERS: NOTES FROM THE SPIRITUAL FORMATION TEAM 

One of the teams of our church is called “Spiritual Formation.” In years past, it might have been the 

“Adult Education Committee,” but the current name was adopted to reflect the team’s goal, rather than 

one particular method. The team’s job is to foster growth in faith, which is larger than just attending 

classes. But classes can be helpful, and useful, and as the SF team is looking toward the fall and     

beyond, we are exploring two different seasons of classes, and we are looking for people interested in 

helping with those. 

 

Sharing Our Gifts, September 25-November 13 

This fall we are holding another chance for church members to share some gift or 

talent or skill with others. In previous sessions, we have had classes in quilting, 

water color painting, woodworking, gardening, birding, “De-cluttering,” and other 

hobbies and skills. Already for this coming fall, we have Jill Weisenbeck teaching 

“Personal Accounting with Excel” and the UMW leading a class on a mission issue 

to be determined later. 

 

Do you have something you could share? The sessions are scheduled on Wednesday evenings,      

beginning at 4:00pm, starting on September 25 and continuing through November 13. That’s eight 

Wednesdays, but we don’t expect all (or any?) class to go for the full time. Classes could be for one 

week, eight weeks, or anything in between, and they would be scheduled around the leader’s        

availability. If you have an idea for some gift or passion that you could share with others, call the office 

or contact one of the SF team members (Tim Atkins, Kathy Gierhart, J.J. Henricksen, Len Larsen, Barb  

Nelson, or Pastor Jerry). 

  

 

Reading away the Winter, January 15-February 19 

Then, we’re looking for facilitators to lead book groups this winter. Do 

you have a book that has genuinely helped you to grow in faith? Would 

you be interested in facilitating a discussion of that book? Or is there a 

book on faith that you’d enjoy reading with others, even if you don’t really 

want to facilitate the group? Have you read anything by Rachel  Held  

Evans, for instance? Or Father Gregory Doyle? Or Nadia Bolz-Weber? 

Or, here’s another thought: is there a podcast you’ve listened to that 

you’d love to listen to and discuss with others? Let us know. 

We know it’s hard to think about winter when we’re barely finished with 

the last one, but we’re trying to get a head start.  



 

 

 
 
 

 

The Stampers Annual      
Potluck will be Thursday, 
July 11

th
 at 1 pm in           

Fellowship Hall.  We will 
meet with our sister     
Stampers from Hudson and 
stamp cards following lunch.  
Bring a dish to share and join 
us for fun and fellowship.  

 

Lake Street will be serving at The Community 
Table on Wednesday, July 10th, 2019 

We are asked to LOVE our neighbors,  

prepping a meal or serving a meal at the 
Community Table is an excellent opportunity 
to do just that. 

 

Please refer to the yellow Connect Card to 
sign up to volunteer on July 10th. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Chris Draxler at 715 832-6603 or by e-mail 
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org 

 

If you are interested in serving at the  

Community Table during the summer, the  

following announcement will make that  

opportunity a little more feasible.  The  

Community Table is waiving the volunteer fee 
of $125 this summer for families, couples and 
individuals that would like to volunteer on the 
weekends.  Talk with Marie at  

volunteer@thecommunitytable.org or call 
at 715 835-4977, ext. #7 for available dates, 
times and expectations of a volunteer. 

 

 

Did you know that 75% of our Scrip sales 

are for  

groceries and gas? 

Everybody buys those items. 

Consider Scrip for those purchases. 

 

Buy SCRIP     

Support LSUMC 
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ARCW WISH LIST FOR JULY:  TOOTHPASTE 

You are invited to join others from Lake 
Street in supporting our local AIDS           
Resource Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry 
in July by donating a tube of                  
toothpaste.  You will be helping assist over 
40 families and individuals affected by HIV/
AIDS.  Please place your donation in the 
ARCW box  located near the entrance to  
Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks for donating 117 rolls of bathroom tissue during the 
month of May to the ARCW Food Pantry. Case  workers were 
delighted to receive such a popular item on behalf of their  
clients.  Your generosity touches many  families in our     
community. 
 
FUNDRAISER HELPS US BE A “GOOD NEIGHBOR” TO 
STUDENTS 

It’s hard to focus on math equations or reading a book at 
school when your tummy is rumbling.  
 
This past school year, growling stomachs of nearly 400      
students at Lakeshore and Longfellow schools were quieted 
as their teachers offered snacks provided by the Good   
Neighbor Project. 
 
Those snacks, purchased through Good Neighbor’s          
partnership with Feed My People food bank, are possible at a 
fraction of retail cost thanks to your support of the Good 
Neighbor Project. 
 
Our church partners with First Congregational Church and 
Renew Church to provide snacks and other critical school 
needs to low-income students so they can participate in 
school. We’ve also paid for items such as clothes, boots, 
shoes, snow pants, books, school supplies, eyeglasses, field 
trip fees, and meals when students’ accounts fall into the red, 
ensuring they receive a full meal rather than just a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich.  
 
Staff members at both schools can immediately tap Good 
Neighbor funds whenever they see students’ needs so their 
family’s financial struggles don’t touch their school experi-
ence. 
 
The principals and teachers continually thank us for   helping 
their students, allowing them to focus on learning instead of 
unmet needs. 
 
Our church’s annual Good Neighbor Project fundraiser will be 
held in the month of July. Consider a gift of $5 per   student 
and sponsor as many students as you wish. An envelope has 
been included in this Circuit Rider for your convenience or 
you may find them at the welcome center in the gathering 
space. Another way to give to the Good Neighbor Project will 
be our loose change Sunday, July 21. Look for the orange 
pails as you leave worship. 

MISSION PAGE 



 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

We continue heading into the summer season in a good position to weather the financial challenges of that time.      
Summer is traditionally a low point in the normal church financial cycle, but this year we entered that season (as of the 
end of May) with a cushion of $10,000. (For comparison, last year we had a deficit of more than that.) This is partly the 
result of frugal management on the part of staff and Trustees, but none of that would matter if you were not maintaining 
your strong giving. 

Thank you.  

 

 

Looking for Auditors 

On a different subject, the Finance Committee is deeply involved in another project, a regular audit of our books. A part 
of being responsible with your gifts and the resources that we have is to maintain transparency and accountability.      
Finance Chair Jill Weisenbeck has been designing a plan by which individual members of the congregation with a         
financial bent (but not necessarily finance committee members) assume a specific area of the church’s financial           
processes to audit once a quarter. Some of the designated areas are: payroll, credit cards, donations, and petty cash. By 
dividing the task into very specific areas and doing it quarterly, we hope to keep the time commitment to a minimum – 
maybe a couple of hours a quarter. Jill will train. 

Is this something you might be interested in? Are you someone who enjoys balancing your 
checkbook the first time? Who tracks expenditures against a budget? Who values             
responsibility with resources? You might be someone who could help our church be even 
more responsible in that way. 

 

Want to sign up for online giving? Visit www.lakestreetumc.org/give for more 

information 

Lake Street United Methodist Church

YTD May 

2019

Budget YTD 

May 2019 YTD May 2019

Budget YTD 

May 2019

YTD May 

2019

Budget YTD 

May 2019

Offerings and other income 159,867$      163,910$          15,836$           2,040$            175,703$     165,950$          

Expenses 139,582         159,880            25,974             32,980$          165,555       192,860            

Net of Offerings less expenses 20,285$         4,030$              (10,137)$          (30,940)$        10,148$       (26,910)$           

 * excludes capital campaign

Cash Balance as of 5/31/19 188,209$      Capital Campaign summary

Claims against cash: Balance 1/1/19 68,428            

  Reserved for capital items -                 Foundation loan

  Liabilities 1,752             Grants 383                 

  Memorials Fund 29,614           YTD offerings 10,387            

  Pass-through Funds 14,346           YTD spent 88,899            

  Cash available 142,497$      YTD 2019 bal (9,701)             

Operating Fund Building Fund * Total
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 
 

  
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;      
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)   ❑ July 7th (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________   ❑ July 14th (radio and/or flowers) 
In Memory of: _____________   ❑ July 21st (radio and/or flowers)   
In Honor of:________________   ❑ July 28th (radio and/or flowers) 
In Recognition of: _________________  ❑ August 4th (radio and/or flowers) 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
information publication for members and 
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor  
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the June issue (mailed on 
Thursday August 1st need to be received 
no later than July 24th. 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jon Case 
maintenance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Kenna Szymanski 
children@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Chris Draxler 
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 
kath_abby@yahoo.com 
 
Aaron Athas 
communications@ 
 lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

JUNE 10 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Are you aware that the national blood supply is 
down to about three days? That’s why it is so 
important to hold these drives.  Did you know 
that only blood that is given voluntarily is used 
for humans?  Things such as plasma that are 
sold for a price are used mainly for               
research. Each unit of blood is divided into 
three parts:  plasma, platelets, and red 
cells.  That’s why one unit of blood can help 
save up to three lives. At the June 10 drive, 81 
units of blood where given by our faithful donors.  The Red Cross goal 
was 70 units.  We did have some no-shows but we also had 9 walk-ins 
which helped with the numbers. Just think, all this hard work may have 
saved the lives of 243 people. That’s something to be proud of.  And 58 
people also signed up for the Dec 3, 2019 drive!  I wish to thank each of 
you who helped in some way to make this drive a life saver for so many 
others by working at the registration table, canteen, setup/teardown,   
greeting and for food donations:   

Mary Rose Howard, Kirsten and Kathy Gierhart, Judy Proett Bell, Jeanne 
Fritts, Corinne Gjerning, Cheryl Kreitlow, Linda Peterson, Kalie Townsend, 
Pat Peterson, Bonnie Wright, Barb Nelson, Marlene Arntson, Veronica 
Marshall-Potter, Winnie and Dave Doxsie, Steve Blashford, Dick Keepers 
and Carole Skutley who made soup for the Red Cross team.  Also, thank 
you to those who stayed after church on Sunday to set up the fellowship 
hall for the drive:  Bill Wright, Tom Bauer, Pastor Jerry, Diane and Jon 
Case, Steve, Pat, Kirsten and Dick. Kirsten and Jeanne, a big thank you 
for helping fill appointments by making calls to donors.  

As I have said before “Many hands make light work” and this time was no 
exception. Feel good about what you have accomplished, in my book, you 
are all heroes. The next drive is Tuesday, Dec 3, 2019. Please donate. 

Linda Keepers-Lake Street Blood Drive Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you. We think of Lake Street at family and that became very       
evident in the days leading up to and after my dad’s passing with all the 
cards, memorials, on-line messages, prayers and personal contact that 
was extended to our family during that time.   We will also be ever thankful 
for Pastor Jerry’s visits to the hospital to help our family through that dark 
valley.  Our family has been overwhelmed by the support we have been 
shown and we ask for your continued prayers as my mom and us figure 
out what our new norm will be in a life without dad.  Blessings to you all. 

Brenda Wallace & Family 






