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A Time of Invitation
Jerry Morris
Last Sunday I looked out over the congregation and saw some new faces,
some guests, and I felt a twinge of disappointment. Not that I don’t love to
see visitors. I do. It was just that if they were going to come, why did they
have to come on pledge Sunday? You see, among the most prevalent
stereotypes of churches is that all we care about is our own institutional
advancement and so all we talk about is money. That’s not true, at least in
our case, but that is certainly an impression that people might get if they visit
a church for the first time and the sermon they hear is about financial
stewardship.
Let me be clear: I don’t feel guilty about talking about money. Jesus talked a
lot about money – mostly saying things that make us uncomfortable –
because how we manage our financial lives is a strong indicator of our core
values. (As Jesus put it: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.”) And I don’t feel guilty about doing things to support the institution of
the church. We need institutions. They provide the stability that enables us to
reach out in new ways. It’s much easier to get traction for a step forward
when you’re standing on something stable.
All the same, when visitors come I’d much rather that their worship
experience be about God’s love for all, about reaching out to the oppressed,
about bringing enemies together, about God’s forgiveness of us translated
into our forgiveness of others, about raising the oppressed and humbling the
proud, about a Creator who loved creation so much as to become a part of it,
about a Redeemer who gave himself for others, about mercy and justice and
walking humbly with our God. You know, the stuff that explains why we’re
here to start with.
That’s why I love December in the church. The fall season at church is a time
of much busy-ness, nearly all of it necessary, with budgets to prepare and
end-of-year reports to complete. These are the things that provide
accountability and help make the institution stable, but once we get to
December, that changes for me. Advent turns my focus back to worship, and
every year I remember anew why we are here, why I entered this odd calling
in the first place, and why I have hope and peace and joy when I consider
the future of the church.
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
Sunday, December 2 – First Sunday of Advent
Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with Communion*
Sermon: “Hope”
Luke 21:25-36
Jerry Morris
Pastor
Rev. Bill Beaton
Visitation Pastor
Ellen Prellwitz
Administrative Secretary
Kenna Szymanski

Children’s Ministry
Chris Draxler
Ministry Coordinator
David Fehr
Minister of Music
Edna Sahs
Organist
Jennifer Lohmann
Pianist
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode

Finance Clerk
Aaron Athas
Communications
Facilitator
Jon Case
Custodian
Logan Wallace
Worship Technology
Carley Van Beek
Nursery

Volunteers
Many Gifted Laity
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday, December 9 – Second Sunday of Advent
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Peace”
Philippians 4:1-9
Sunday, December 16 – Third Sunday of Advent
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Joy”
James 1:2-4; Philippians 1:12-21
Sunday, December 23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent, Music Sunday
Services at 8:30 and 10:00am
Sermon: “Love”
Philippians 2:1-11
Christmas Eve, December 24
2:00pm IM Church Christmas Eve
(see article below)
4:00pm Traditional Christmas Eve, with
Communion* and Candle lighting
Christmas Story:
“The Bishop’s Christmas, 1943.”

7:00pm Traditional Christmas Eve, with
Communion* and Candle lighting
Christmas Story: “The Bishop’s Christmas,
1943.”
Sunday, December 30
9:00am Combined worship, followed by brunch in
Fellowship Hall
Sermon: “Everyone Knows What a Dragon Looks Like”
John 1:10-13
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for all, we
welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God.
WORSHIP NOTES FOR DECEMBER
Christmas Eve – This year we will have three Christmas Eve
services, but they will not all be the same. At 2:00pm our IM Church
Task Force will host a special Inclusive Ministry Christmas Eve
service, for all those in our community who have come to the new
service for adults with disabilities that we began hosting this year. The
other two services will be traditional services, with the Christmas Story
being read, carols sung, and candles lighted. Once again, rather than
a sermon, Pastor Jerry will read a story he has written for this service:
“The Bishop’s Christmas, 1943.”
December 30 – We are also changing things around for the following
Sunday. Instead of our usual 8:30 and 10:00 services, we will meet at
9:00 (like we do in the summer), and then stay afterwards for brunch.
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And that makes December a good time to invite people to
church. This is the time when I’d love to see visitors. Not only is
this the time when people tend to be more open to church
invitations, but it is one of the seasons when visitors will hear
about what really defines us. So invite your neighbors and
friends and co-workers to worship – in particular to our special
days, like Music Sunday on December 23 and our Christmas
Eve Services at 4:00 and 7:00pm (This year’s original
Christmas Story is called “The Bishop’s Christmas, 1943.”), and
to the special combined worship and brunch on December 30.
We don’t, in fact, always talk about money. And we don’t
actually exist for our own sake. As we remember Christ’s
Incarnation at Christmas time, we remember why there was
ever a church anyway. And why people who don’t have that
community of faith, that purpose, might want to be among us.

FIFTH SUNDAY TOGETHER—
SPECIAL SERVICE SUNDAY
We’re trying something new this month.
On December 30, the fifth Sunday of
the month, we are combining our two
morning worship services to worship
together at 9:00am. We already do this
for all services during the summer, but
we’re trying to make Fifth Sundays
special in several ways, for several
reasons. Among these reasons are:
Community across Services. We do
have our patterns, and people tend to go to their own worship service,
which means that between summers we might go months without
seeing people from the other service. This 5th Sunday Together will
help bring us back into community – especially since we are going to
stay after worship for a potluck brunch. All are invited to bring
breakfast breads, casseroles, egg bakes, fruit, grilled sirloin steaks
(hey, a person can dream!), or whatever you like to eat for breakfast.
Coffee will flow freely.
Community across Generations. There will be no children’s classes
that Sunday, so all who come will worship together. For this reason,
the Worship Team will plan a service with worshipers of all ages in
mind. Come prepared to learn in new ways and to be a part of our
children’s worship as well.
Opportunities for Service. Our Mission Team is planning a mission
activity that all are invited to join in after brunch. During the October
Day of Mission, volunteers made many quilts simply by knotting fabric
scraps in a particular way. The completed quilts were given to area
shelters. Well, the team has more scraps prepared, and if you are
able to tie knots, you can be a part of this service to others.
It will be a day of worshiping, eating, and serving together as one
church. Don’t miss this opportunity.

HAVE YOU FOUND US
ONLINE?
Our website
www.lakestreetumc.org
always has the most up to
date calendar,
news, online
giving and
more. Visit it
often for past
sermon
recordings,
past Circuit
Riders, and a direct link to
our Facebook page.

ADDRESS CHANGES
If you have had an
address change within the
past four months and are
receiving the Circuit Rider
newsletter electronically,
please send your new
address to the church
office: adminsec
@lakestreetumc.org.
Because your issue does
not go to the post office,
there is no Address Service
Requested changes that
come back to the church.
We appreciate your help to
keep our database up to
date.

January Circuit Rider
Deadline is
Wednesday, December
19th for
Thursday, December 27th
mailing
Be sure to send your news
to Aaron Athas at
communications
@lakestreetumc.org
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UMW NEWS
LET'S GO FOR A RIDE! - THE WORKINGS OF
LAKE STREET UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
-Submitted by Carol Gudnason
Picture a bicycle. When I was growing up my father
ran a bike shop. I loved spending time with him there
and was always amazed at how he could take so
many individual parts and put them together to create
a wonderful machine that was able to benefit people.
Our UMW is like that. We are a group of individuals that come together with that
same common purpose: to benefit people- specifically women, children and youth
who live locally and around the world under unfair policies and systems.
The frame of a bike is the minimal structure onto which all parts are attached. The
Executive Board (President, Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer, & Nominations
Chair) acts like the frame of our UMW. The board meets on the first Wednesday of
each month to conduct business.
I consider the Mission Coordinators to be the handlebars of our bike. They give
important advisory input to the board at that same meeting which steers our UMW
to move forward or helps us change direction to fulfill our purpose of mission. They
coordinate topics of Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Education & Interpretation,
Nurture & Outreach, and Membership.
Our organization needs to be active to learn and serve others in need. Pedals are
what make a bicycle become active, so various sub-groups and associate members
(women who are not part of a sub-group) might be considered to be our pedals:
circles (Faith, Rebecca, and Wesleyan) and groups (Mission Sewing, Quilting,
Morning Reading, and Afternoon Reading). Each of those groups allows members
the opportunity to focus on special mission interests.
Wheels made up of many spokes represent the many women in our congregation
who all have specific gifts. Gifts that can be used to change the lives of women,
youth, and children.
What keeps a bicycle and our local UMW moving smoothly? A chain. One
definition of the word chain is a series of things linked, connected, or
associated together. The women of Lake Street United Methodist Church
are connected by our love of Christ who sends us forth into the world to be
his hands and feet.
So just like my father who built bikes using a potpourri of parts, our UMW
can create, with a talented potpourri of women, a better world that will
support women, children, and youth who need our care.
There is a seat on our UMW bicycle just waiting for you to hop on! Trust
that being a part of this wonderful organization will move you into
belonging to a Christ-centered fellowship with creative and supportive
women who can change the world for good. So what are you waiting for?
Let‘s go for a ride!
Please call Carol Gudnason at cgudnason@gmail.com to hop on to join us on our
ride!
CHRISTMAS TEA
The women of Lake Street’s UMW invite you to our annual
Christmas Tea on Wednesday, December 12, from 2-4 p.m. Plan
to gather in the sanctuary at 2 p.m. for songs of the season
presented by Jennifer Lohman on the piano. A delightful tea will
be served in Fellowship Hall following the program. It just
wouldn’t be Christmas without you! Contact Bonnie Wright,
serving coordinator, at bonbon54701@gmail.com. with your
reservation by December 9th.
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12/5
9AM: Hour of Prayer, Fireside
Library
9:30 AM: Budget Team, Room
202
10:00 AM: Executive
Committee, Room 202
12/12
2-4 PM: Christmas Tea,
Fellowship Hall
12/19
1 PM: Faith Circle at Virginia
Markin’s, 2718 W Princeton
Ave., 715 832 0806
12 Noon: Rebecca Circle
potluck at The Beehive, 5075
Stonewood Dr., EC
AM and PM Reading Groups
will not meet in December.
UMW December Birthdays

12-1 Kirsten Francis
12-2 Marty Fuller
12-7 RoseMary Wollum
12-10 Donna Jahnke
12-15 Bonnie Wright
12-18 Judy Sheu
12-18 Ellen Prellwitz
12-19 Mary Lou Ruppelt—85
12-21 Sue Staves
12-22 William Fair—80
12-23 Richard Mitchell—90
12-24 Carol Mooney
12-25 Elisabeth Sherman
12-26 Rosemary Mitchell—85
12-27 Chuck Grandy
12-31 Shirley Hoffman—85
12-31 Margaret Larsen

A NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY
By now you’ve seen the bulletin inserts and signs and heard the announcements or gotten the
robo-call. But just in case all of those missed you, we are going to be taking pictures for a new
Church Directory next month. This means we’d like everyone to make an appointment for a photo
sitting here at the church. Everyone who has a sitting will get a free 8x10 picture and a copy of
the directory. You will also have the opportunity to order more copies, which is how LifeTouch
can afford to do all this for free. The dates that the photographer will be here are
December 11-15 and 27-29 (weekdays 2-9pm, Saturday 10-5pm).
Things have changed since the last time we did this – 8 years ago. For starters, sign up is
different.
There are three ways to sign up for your sitting:
• Go online and make your appointment. You may do that either from
our website (lakestreetumc.org) or our Facebook page.
• If you don’t navigate the internet yourself, have a friend do it or call
the office (715-832-6603).
• Sundays only. Sign up in person at the table in the welcome area
outside the sanctuary. (The online scheduling will be turned off on
Sundays, to avoid
• double scheduling.)
(p.s. Yes, pets are welcome.)
CHURCH CONFERENCE, 2018
Part of being a Methodist has to do with faithful record-keeping and
accountability, and for those purposes, Methodists have always had
meetings. There is the Annual Conference for each regional “Conference,”
which takes place in June, and there is the annual Church (or Charge)
Conference held for every local congregation, sometime in the fall. At this
conference, we report on the previous year in the church, including progress
toward the church’s mission, membership, finances, and other matters. This
conference is also when the church approves a compensation package for
the pastor and re-approves our Lay Servants for another year of ministry.
This year’s official Church Conference will be held on Monday, December 3,
at Chapel Heights United Methodist Church (300 E. Hamilton, EC, 54701)
at 6:00 pm. The reason it is being held at a different location is because this
year our District Superintendent, Kate Croskery Jones, is holding joint conferences for all the
churches in our circuit (Altoona, Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls, Hallie). We will worship together and
remember that we are a connectional church, in ministry with our sister churches.
But that format will allow little time for questions and further explanations, so we will be holding a
pre-conference-conference after the 10:00am service on Sunday, December 2. At this meeting
we will present all the reports that will be voted on the following night, for information only, and
answer questions. We will not have a completed budget to present at this time – we will need to
schedule another church-wide meeting in December for that, after the pledges are in – but
everything from the Church Conference agenda will be available there.
Jerry
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Stampers will
meet December
13th at 3:30 in
Fellowship Hall.
Please join us for
an hour or so of
Fun and Fellowship

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
(as of 11-21-18)

Goal: $102,000
Progress: $62,244

Scrippy the Squirrel is feeling
festive this month help him
enjoy the spirit of the season
by buying Scrip & Support
LSUMC

MISSION PAGE

The Community Table Lake Street serves at the Community Table
Wednesday, December 19th 2018. Refer to the Connect Card for
an opportunity to sign up or contact Chris Draxler at 715 832-6603
or email at ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org

ARCW WISH LIST FOR DECEMBER:
CANNED VEGETABLES
Consider supporting our local AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin Food
Pantry during the month of December
by donating canned vegetables. Your
efforts will help feed local clients of the resource center presently
affected by HIV/AIDS. Please place your items in the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry box located near the
entrance to Fellowship Hall. Your efforts and continued support are
appreciated!
Thanks to those Lake Street members who donated canned fruit
during the month of October. Because of your generosity a total of
31 cans of fruit were delivered to ARCW Food Pantry. Additional
donated items during the month of October included: pasta,
spaghetti sauce, raisins, beans & franks, pancake mix, pancake
syrup and laundry detergent. Your kindness touches many in our
community.

Check out the $10 gift cards
Bath & Body Works
Buffalo Wild Wings
Caribou Coffee
Chipotle
Dairy Queen
Dominos
Starbucks
Subway
Wendys
Buy SCRIP & Support
LSUMC
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CHILDREN’S MINISTERY REPORT
Families of Lake Street,
I would like to take a moment to formally introduce myself. My name is
Kenna Szymanski and I’m the current Children’s Ministry Coordinator
here at Lake Street UMC. I come to you with a degree in Early Childhood
Education from the local CVTC. After graduation I began my formal career
working with children and families. I worked at a child development center
in the area before taking the opportunity to open a childcare center out of
my home. Although I do that full time, God presented me with the
incredible opportunity to begin working here at Lake Street.
If you have been around church lately, you might have been noticing
some changes! Our preschool room (formally known as the nursery) has
received a much needed update. Starting with the wonderful news of our
consistent staff and volunteer, making dropping off your little one a more
comfortable experience for both child and parent! I’ve changed the layout, added some shelves, and discarded
all of the broken materials, replacing them with new, age appropriate learning materials. With the very generous
help of our congregation we were able to add a train table (this seems to be a hug hit!), kitchen area, and
several new infant materials! I’m happy to say that our preschool room accommodates children from infancy to
the age of four!
Another area of the church that has received a facelift, that is still currently in progress, is our new Sunday
School area. We have moved our Sunday school student’s downstairs into the rooms connected to the chapel!
Although the room is still receiving some updates and materials are being added weekly, we have once again
claimed a space that our students can say is their own. We are currently using a curriculum that is accessible to
all our students from 4K-5th grade that is being implemented by a group of 8 outstanding volunteers. We strive
to work with families, at the child’s level, while not only reading scripture through song, activities, and art but
also encourage the learning of morals and applying scripture to everyday life.
I’ve been here for about a year now and already I feel like the changes made to our program have helped our
children, families, and volunteers grow together as a community. Our hopes for the future involve all of you as
our program grows, develops, and becomes stronger. It is my hope that if maybe you haven’t been coming for a
while, that you stop in, look around and love the changes that you see in our church home.
Many blessings,
Kenna Szymanski
Children Ministry Coordinator

CHILDREN, ART, CHRISTMAS-DECEMBER 9, AFTER 2ND SERVICE
Our new Children’s Ministry Team has planned a special children’s activity for
December 9, in the Fellowship Hall, after the 10:00am worship service. The children
will be making home-made Christmas Cards to send to some of our elderly
members. The Stampers group will be guiding them in this project, teaching them
some of the mysteries of the Stamper’s Art. Parents, put this date on your calendar!
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MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS
RECEIVED THROUGH NOVEMBER
18TH

FINANCIAL UPDATE

In memory of: Corrine Donahue;
Donors: Dorothy Elliott, Carol Lamirande;
Designated for: Radio Ministry;
In memory of: Jessie Rooney and Alice
Richardson;
Donors: Terry and Joanne
Ures-Halvorson;
Designated for: Capital Improvement –
Bell Tower;
In memory of: Brad Smith’s and Steve
Blashford’s fathers;
Donor: Bev Maser; Designated for:
Capital Improvement – Bell Tower;
Special Gifts for Radio Ministry:
Given by Dick and Linda Keepers in honor
of their 25th anniversary on 12/10/18;
Given by Nancy Espie;

In October, we almost broke even, but not quite. Adding our
Operating and Building Funds together (those two funds make up
our regular monthly expenses) we ended up about $4000 in the
red.
For all that, we continue to do much better financially this year
than our budget had projected. If you look at the last two
columns above you will see clearly why. It isn’t because our
offerings have been higher than expected. The primary reason
that our financial outlook is better than expected is because we
have spent about $35,000 less than projected. In the coming
year, we will continue to be careful with the offerings that you
bring, but we’re also hoping to increase them, to support still
more ministry.

Bell Tower Update. As you have no doubt seen, the work on the
tower is done, just in time for winter. Our Capital Campaign Fund
continues to grow, slowly and steadily, to pay for it. We added
another $3,500 in October (Thank You!), which will decrease the
amount we have to finance by that much. We will continue raising
money through the Capital Campaign into next
year, with the goal of paying off our loan from
the Lake Street Foundation as soon as possible.
Want to sign up for online
giving? Visit www.lakestreetumc.org/give for
more information

Given anonymously.

WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)
Given by: _________________
In Memory of: _____________
In Honor of:________________
In Recognition of: _________________

❑ December 9th (radio and/or flowers
❑ December 16th (radio and/or flowers)
❑ December 23rd (radio)
❑ December 30th (radio)
❑ January 6th (radio)
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CHRISTMAS WREATH
SALES
The Lake Street youth will be
selling wreaths on Sunday
morning thru December 16th
(or until they’re gone!).
Proceeds will support youth
scholarships and activities
throughout the year. Wreaths
are $17 for a 24 in. wreath and
$25 for a 36 in. wreath. Come see us in the parking
lot this month and spruce up your home for the
holidays!
YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
December 5th—Discussion
December 12th—Christmas Games
December 19th—White Elephant Gift Exchange &
Party
From the fall election volunteers:
The 2018 Lake Street Election
staff would like to thank you for
providing us with a “home.” You
have been so welcoming! We
appreciate Jon opening for us
and setting up. Ellen is always willing to help, and it
was so awesome that we were able to use your WiFi
this week. It definitely helped our students needing
access to get registered.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and
information publication for members and
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist
Church.
EDITORS
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor
DEADLINE
News items for the January issue (mailed on
Thursday, December 27th) need to be
received no later than December 19th
Phone # – 715-832-6603
Fax # – 715-832-9500
MAILING ADDRESS
337 Lake Street, Suite A
Eau Claire WI 54703
WEBSITE
www.lakestreetumc.org
E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Jerry Morris
pastor@lakestreetumc.org
Rev. Bill Beaton
bbeaton66@gmail.com
Ellen Prellwitz
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org
Jon Case
maintenance@lakestreetumc.org
Kenna Szymanski
children@lakestreetumc.org
Chris Draxler
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode
finance@lakestreetumc.org
Jennifer Lohmann
jenlohmann@gmail.com
David Fehr
fehrdj@charter.net
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg
kath_abby@yahoo.com
Aaron Athas
communications@
lakestreetumc.org
Edna Sahs
esahs@lakestreetumc.org
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