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“CHRIST  

FOLLOWERS  

LIVING GOD’S 
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SUNDAY  
SCHEDULE  

 
 

9:00 AM 
WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON,  
BY RADIO (WMEQ 

92.1), AND ON 
FACEBOOK AND  

YOUTUBE 

 

 
STAY CONNECTED 
THROUGH OUR 
WEEKLY LAKE 
STREET  
CONNECTIONS 
NEWSLETTER SENT 
OUT VIA EMAIL AND         
FACEBOOK EVERY 
THURSDAY   
AFTERNOON.   
 
VISIT 
LAKESTREETUMC. 
ORG TO SIGN UP 
OR SEND AN EMAIL 
TO  
COMMUNICATIONS 
@LAKESTREETUMC
.ORG 
 
 
LAKE STREET UMC IS 
ONE OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST  
CHURCHES OF   
CHIPPEWA VALLEY:   
ALTOONA, ANSON,  
AUGUSTA, BLOOMER, 
CADOTT, CHAPEL 
HEIGHTS, HALLIE,  
HOLCOMBE, HOPE, 
JIM FALLS, LAKE 
STREET, NEW  
AUBURN, PLEASANT 
VALLEY, STANLEY, 
THORP, TRINITY, & 
ZION. 
 
 

 

Breathing Again 
Pastor Jerry 

 
We don’t know the exact date of Jesus’ birth – 
our celebration on December 25 appears to have 
been superimposed on a pagan festival 
connected to the winter solstice – but we do have 
a good idea when the first Easter was. It 
happened at the time of the Jewish Passover. 
The exact date on our current calendar may be 
unrecoverable, since Passover is scheduled on the Jewish calendar, 
which follows different rules than our own, but one thing we can be sure 
of: Jesus rose in the Spring. 

This has always felt appropriate to me. Jesus conquered death just at the 
time that the earth awakens from the deathlike slumber of winter. The 
days are growing longer and warmer. The sun has more potency; the 
wind is not always biting. Most of all, buds are appearing on trees, matted 
patches of brown grass are changing one blade at a time to a tentative 
green, and the advance guards of summer – the crocuses and daffodils 
and tulips – are shouldering their way out of the earth. Jesus’ restoration 
of hope and life took place just at the time that life remembers what it was 
doing before it fell asleep last year. Jesus, who had taken his last breath 
on that dark Friday afternoon, breathed again on Easter – just at the time 
that the earth itself seems to catch its breath. 

This year, of course, we have another reason to rejoice in breathing 
again. After two years of mask-wearing, through three (or four?) different 
waves of Covid-19, we have come to a point where going into public 
unmasked no longer feels irresponsible. It may be a while yet before 
some of us go into a grocery store or a church service without a mask on, 
and even longer before we unearth all the masks that we have stored in 
purses and glove boxes and overcoat pockets, but increasingly we are all 
breathing without obstruction. Last year, Spring tended to smell a lot like 
whatever we had last had to eat, but this year we can smell the earth’s 
breath again, and it is good. 

Of course, there’s an important difference between the breathing again 
that we celebrate on Easter morning – Christ’s resurrection – and these 
other resuscitations. Spring is temporary. Winter will return, bringing with 
it the stinging wind and the bare trees and the musty smells. And, not to 
be gloomy, but there will be other diseases, too. Even if Covid-19 doesn’t 
regroup and return, there are yet other pandemics to come, as there 
always have been. But the new breath of Christ’s resurrection is here to 
stay. What Christ did was not part any cyclical pattern but was a radical 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sermon Series: Nuts and Bolts 
 

Saturday-Sunday, April 2-3  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship with Communion:* 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, 
Livestreamed on Facebook and You Tube.  

Sermon: “Giving”  
Scripture: 2 Samuel 24:18-25 
 

Transformations of Holy Week 
 
Saturday-Sunday, April 9-10, Palm Sunday  
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Transforming Power” 

Scripture: Luke 19:1-10, 29-39  
 
Thursday, April 14, 6:30pm - Maundy Thursday 
Sermon: “Transforming Existence” 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:17-34  
 
Friday, April 15, 6:30pm - Good Friday 
Sermon: “Transforming Death” 
Scripture: Hebrews 2:10-18 

 
Saturday-Sunday, April 16-17 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “Transforming Life” 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 51-56  
 

Saturday-Sunday, April 23-24 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 
Facebook page 

Traditional worship: 9:00am. Radio 92.1 FM, Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  

Sermon: “When Miracles Matter” 
Scripture: John 21:19-31  
 
*Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month. United 
Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

new breaking in of hope, the establishment of an indestructible 
bridge connecting God and humanity.  

During our Holy Week and Easter season, I’m going to be exploring 
this transformation, looking at some of the earliest Christian 
reflections on the things that changed forever as a result of the 
Christ event, and what those transformations mean for us now. 
Come think with me, and take a deep breath. Spring is here. 

(Continued from page 1)  
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  Rider 
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church   
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
May Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, April 20 for   

Thursday, April 28  
mailing 

 
Be sure to send your news 

to Ellen Prellwitz at 
Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 

❑ Radio Ministry: $155/wk;    ❑ April 3 (radio and/or flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($40/wk)  ❑ April 10 (radio and/or flowers) 
      ❑ April 17 (radio) 
      ❑ April 24 (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________ 

In Memory of: _____________      

In Honor of:________________    

In Recognition of: _________________   

WORSHIP IN APRIL 

The Easter season is a season of worship, in all its different expressions. 

There is the repentance of Lent, followed by the mystery of Maundy 

Thursday, the Lamentation of Good Friday, and the praise and 

thanksgiving of Easter itself.  

This year, in addition to the special Holy Week worship services that we 

normally hold (see the worship schedule on p. 2), we will also be inviting 

people to private worship throughout the week. Using an adapted version 

of the ancient practice of the “Stations of the Cross.” The stations are a 

sort of mini-pilgrimage, within a limited 

space, in which the worshiper follows the 

path of Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion, and 

death.  

The worship team is setting up stations 

throughout the church, places for 

meditation and prayer. Some of the stations 

will have suggested activities; others will 

have devotional items to take with you. 

During Holy Week, we invite you to drop by 

the church any time that the doors are open 

for a time of worship on your own schedule 

and at your own pace. 

 

From the Stations of the Cross at 
St. Anthony’s Spirituality Center, 

Marathon, Wisconsin 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

Hospitality and You 

We say that one of our goals and values is Inclusive 

Welcome, but how do we do that?  

 When you are in the sanctuary do you look for 

friends and acquaintances to greet and welcome 

to worship?   What about people you don’t 

recognize?  When you do either of these you are 

part of our church’s welcoming hospitality. 

 When we serve coffee and treats, we are offering 

hospitality. 

 When the greeters and ushers do their work, they 

are offering hospitality. 

 When we invite others to come to worship, we 

are offering welcoming hospitality 

So basically, most members of our congregation are 

extended members of the Hospitality Team by their 

welcoming activities. Now the Hospitality Team is 

looking for enlist some more formal help. We need 

two things: 

1. New members of the Hospitality Team, which 

plans and directs our hospitality ministry. (The 

team meets at 6:00pm on the 2
nd

 Monday of the 

month.) 

2. Volunteers for a list of people who may not be 

free for a regular meeting but who could fill a 

supporting role for special events two or three 

times a year.  (For example, assist with a 5
th
 

Sunday Brunch or serve as a Greeter or Usher.) 

The best part of actively working on behalf of 

Hospitality is that we are sharing God’s love and so  

become light for all involved. 

To volunteer for either of these roles, call the office 
or simply sign up on the Sunday Connect Card.  

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

Volunteer Coordinator Position 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has 
decided to restructure the position that 
was held by Kenna Szymanski and 
separate some of her former duties into 
two different positions. One of those is a 
“Volunteer Coordinator.”  

We are looking for someone to work with 
the Lake Street ministry teams and with 
the pastor in the essential task of 
recruiting and supporting volunteers for 
the worship, welcoming, spiritual 
formation, and outreach  ministries of the 
church. The position would pay $15/hour 
and would be approximately 10 hours a 
week, much of which would be on Sunday 
morning. For more information, contact 
Pastor Jerry. (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

 Prayer Holds Us Together 

 One of the ways we are able to care for 

each other, whether we are together or  

  not is by praying. If you would like 

to be a part of our regular prayer 

email group, contact Pastor Jerry. 

 

Next Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, May 20th; Noon to 6:00 pm 

Here is our Lake Street sanctuary. 

For an appointment, go online at  

redcrossblood.org 

“Spring” Into Action, Save a Life!   

GIVE BLOOD! 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

April 10 

Check your April 10 bulletin 

for a $1 off coupon 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org
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ARCW Wish List for April:  

BATHROOM TISSUE 

 

Consider supporting our local 
AIDS Resource Center Food 
Pantry during the month of April 
by donating bathroom tissue. 
You will be helping families and 
individuals affected by HIV/AIDS 
here in the Eau Claire area. 
Please place your item in the 
AIDS Resource box located 
outside Fellowship Hall. 
  
Thanks to everyone who reached 
out to HIV/AIDS clients in 
February. Your generosity 
provided 48+ cans/containers of 
fruit. Thanks for the additional 
donations of tuna fish, macaroni 
and cheese, soup, veggies  
and popcorn. 
 
 
 

We continue to deliver 
SCRIP cards right to your 

door. 
 

Simply phone Dave Doxsie        
(920-915-1134) with your 
Scrip    order and he will 
deliver to your home. He 
needs to get out of the 

house, so please do not 
hesitate to call.     

 
 

Buy Scrip Support LSUMC 
      

 
 
 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Mission Team Update 

 

Lake Street was busy the week of March 13
th
 to 

the 20
th
.  Lake Street families provided supper 

meals for Beacon house and served lunch at 
Community Table.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped. 

Community Table Update.  The board of directors 
will decide in May whether to resume normal 
operations and have community members dine-in 
instead of taking the meal to go.  If the dine-in 
option resumes We will need more volunteers.  It 
currently takes 9 volunteers to prepare and serve 
the meal. When the guests are eating in, there are 
more serving stations, along with opportunities to 

greet and get to the know the guests in person, so the dine-in option 
will require 12 volunteers.  Our next opportunity to help out is April 
14

th
. 

Donations to Relief in Ukraine. The United Methodist Global 
Ministries Board has established a way to donate directly to 
alleviating the crisis in Ukraine. Simply go to umcmission.org and 
follow the prompts. The UMCOR advance number 982450.  This 
fund will provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as 
assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries.  Because 
administrative costs for the GMB are paid through our regular 
mission giving, 100% of the donated funds go to the designated 
cause.  Global Ministries is in touch with the Ukrainian United 
Methodist church as well as church leaders in countries welcoming 
those who are fleeing from violence in Ukraine. To give to this cause 
through our own church, write “Ukraine” on the subject line of your 
check. 

Habitat for Humanity. Habitat for Humanity Chippewa Valley has 
created a new division called Home Fixers and is looking for 
volunteers who would be willing to help low-income homeowners 
with minor repairs such as electrical, carpentry, plumbing, 
mechanical, etc.  If this is something you would be interested in 
being a part of call 715-833-8993. 

It is time to update volunteer lists for Community Table, Beacon 
House, and Feed My People.  If you have not been able to volunteer 
but would like to start please contact Tom Stanford at 
tstrider73@gmail.com to volunteer at Community Table, and Kent 
Gierhart at khghart@yahoo.com to volunteer at Beacon House or 
Feed My People.   

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

mailto:tstrider73@gmail.com
mailto:khghart@yahoo.com


 

 

Coming in May - Methodism 101 

In January, Pastor Jerry began a teaching project 
called “Foundations of Faith,” which is divided into 
three parts: Scripture 101, Christianity 101, and 
Methodism 101. The goal for each class and for 
the project as a whole is to give church members 
the tools they need to understand their own faith 
tradition and to grow. 

We started in the middle, with Christianity 101, 
going through six different key questions that 
Christians still struggle with, in their historical 
context. Next month, in May, we will narrow the 
focus to our own particular branch of the Christian 
family tree and study what makes us, as 
Methodists, distinct.  

As with the Christianity 101 class, this will be 
taught both in person and online. Those who want 
to join the class remotely will need to sign up and 
give Pastor Jerry the email address he should 
send the Zoom link to. You may do this simply by 
emailing him at pastor@lakestreetumc.org or by 
calling the office. As time gets closer, there will be 
a chance to sign up on the Connect Card on 
Sunday as well. 

Studies show that today in America, more than 
half the members of any given church started out 
in a different denomination. If you’re one of those 
and are curious to know more about this group 
you ended up having coffee with on Sundays, this 
is your chance. The class will begin on May 1, at 
10:30am in Room 202 (next to the library). 

Children! Parents! 

Most of our parents are keeping their children 
at home for Covid safety, as we have been 
encouraging for the past couple of years, but as 
we look toward a gradual transition to in-person 
classes eventually, our Preschool / Children’s 

workers Nola and Olivia 
have prepared some basic 
age-flexible Sunday School 
lessons and will be able to 
stay after worship to lead 
classes whenever there are 
children.     
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

We are looking for someone to oversee the 
preschool and children’s ministries of Lake 
Street, especially the preschool and children’s 
spiritual formation programs on Sundays, but 
including also special activities for children and 
families as well as summer programs. $15/hour 
and approximately 10 hours a week. Since we 
do not have a full children’s program during the 
pandemic, the position may begin with fewer 
hours, but if you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Pastor Jerry as soon 
as possible. 

 (pastor@lakestreetumc.org) 

 

 

A note from the hosts of the Brain & Body Fitness 
class that has been meeting Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 10am in our Fellowship Hall: 

 

Pete and I, along with our 20+ participants want to 
extend a sincere, "thank you" for your generosity 
in allowing us to provide a venue for the Brain and 
Body Fitness Class. 

You may wonder..."What significance does Lake 
St's decision to allow us to hold class have?" So 
many positive outcomes and responses. We 
clearly see and hear-- through collected outcomes 
data along with individual feedback, the positive 
impact this class has had on the quality of life for 
those affected with dementia, along with their 
caregivers. The social connection alone...laughter, 
conversation, sharing of stories, along with the 
language games and chair exercise,  have re-
duced feelings of isolation, anxiety, depression 
among individuals. And for many, quality of sleep 
has even improved.  

Let me be clear....this would not have happened 
without your generosity.  So please accept our 
sincerest, "thank you"!! We appreciate everything 
you have done to support this great program. 

     Laurie Pettis,  

 Aging and Disability Resource Center 

mailto:pastor@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

UWF NEWS 

 

UWF supports mission projects locally, nationally and 
internationally.  On Wednesday, April  20, at 1:00 pm Tashi 
Atkins, Executive Director of the Community Table, will be our 
guest speaker and she shared this with us. The Community 
Table is a local non profit serving local community members. 
Learn about their many programs and how you can help them 
serve community members 365 days a year.  The dessert 
meeting in the Fellowship Hall is open to everyone.  
Reservations are requested.  Contact Marty Fisher-Blakely (715-
832-2872) by Sunday, April 17. 

 

REMEMBERING "MOM POWER" 

 

In April and in May there will be opportunities to purchase cards 
for those who put their "mom power" into our lives.  The two 
Sundays before Mother's Day, April 24 and May 1, our church's 
talented Stampers will sell cards in Fellowship Hall.  Before and 
after services we can pick up greetings for moms, moms in-laws, 
aunts, sisters and others, however related or not, who gave us 
love, correction and direction.  Find cards to remind those that 
we are thankful and thinking of them for blessing us with their 
powers.  Proceeds will go to United Women of Faith mission 
projects.  Thank you. 

 
A Good Ides  

 

The Ides of March (that is, the middle day, or the 15th) is often 
considered a day of bad luck. Well, yes in some cases it is bad.  
William Shakespeare wrote “beware the ides of March” in his 
play where Julius Caesar is assassinated on March 15. And in 
2020, March 15 was the last day of in-person worship before the 
Covid-19 shut downs. 

The Ides of April is also a not-much-fun, last day to file income 
taxes.  It would seem that the 15th is just a day to be avoided.  

But we don’t have to give in to 
that, because we have a reason 
to joyfully look forward to an 
upcoming ides: October 15

th. 
 

That date is our all-church 
event, the Harvest Market.  Let’s 
start now to put our faith, hope 
and love in action for this 
upbeat, fun missions fundraiser. 
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This month’s UMW 
birthdays 

 
 

15-Jennie Stratton  

16-Edna Sahs  

27-Judy Proett-Bell  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECUMENICAL Worship 

Service at Noon located at 

First Congregational UCC 

 

UMW NEWS 
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Summer is Time for Camps! 

For two years the idea of summer camp has been, shall we say, off 

the radar. As we have been vigilant about Covid-19, the idea of 

seeking out more ways for our children to be with children they don’t 

know has not been a high priority. But, for those who are beginning to 

relax that vigilance, it is worth pointing out that among children and 

youth who continue in church after graduation, the most frequent 

common denominator is experience at a Christian camp.  

The Wisconsin United Methodist Conference has two wonderful 

camps - Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne - which offer a wide variety of 

camps, for all ages. Full brochures are available in the office, 

including information on available scholarships, but here are some of the camps that will be offered this 

coming summer season. 

Families with Young Children 

A weekend camp designed for families with 
young children to experience all that camp has 
to offer! Family activities will include swim-
ming, boating, worship, and campfires. A par-
ent Bible study will be offered while children 
are supervised by trained camp staff. Explore 
the outdoors as a family while staying in cab-
ins with indoor bedrooms and bathrooms. 

June 24-26 (Fri-Sun) | Lake Lucerne   

Leaders: Rev. Eddie and Katie Crise 

Mother/Daughter Weekend 

Enrich the bond between a mother and daughter in a special place. 
Spend a weekend with other moms and daughters as you share in 
worship, amazing crafts, and just enjoying time together! 

July 22-24 (Fri-Sun) | Pine Lake  

Leaders: Angie Dahl & Stacey Sinkula Families 

Grandparent / Grandchild Camp 

A special time away that allows for memories to be made as 
grandparents and grandkids share and grow in faith together. 
Activities will include opportunities for swimming, boating, 
crafts, singing and worship time as a group. Campfires and 
s’mores are a must too! 

June 10-12 (Fri-Sun) | Pine Lake: Leaders: Rev. Kendall & 
Karen Schlittler 

July 8-10 (Thurs-Sun) | Lake Lucerne: Leaders: Lake Lucerne 

Staff 

Create! 

Let’s make some amazing works of art! Using a 
variety of mediums and methods, campers will 
create pieces that are uniquely theirs! The 
week is a little bit messy and a lot of fun as we 
tackle projects individually and as a group to 
make something spectacular! Experience crea-
tivity in God’s creation! 

Grades 2-4 
June 12-15 (Sun-Wed) | Pine Lake 
 
Grades 4-6 
June 12-17 (Sun-Fri) | Pine Lake 

Grades 6-9 

June 12-17 (Sun-Fri) | Pine Lake 

These special camps run alongside or in between the 

weekly regular camps. For a full list, go to the camp 

website: wiumcamps.org/summercamp. 

Notice that there are scholarships available through the 

Camp and Retreat Ministry (also on the website), but if 

cost is a problem for anyone, Lake Street also has funds 

that could be used in this way. Talk to Pastor Jerry. 

https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
http://wiumcamps.org/registration
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
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Memorials and Special Gifts      
received through March 20 

 
In memory of: Richard Cable; 

 Donor: Craig Koerth; Undesignated 

In memory of: Marge Pardun; 

 Donor: Jennie Stratton; Designated for: UMCOR 

In memory of: Rocky Heike; 

 Donors: Ron and Corinne Gjerning; Designated 

for: Radio Ministry: 

In memory of: Greg Wallace’s mom; 

 Donor: Jennie Stratton; Designated for: 

Technology Services 

In memory of: Margaret Dibble; 

 Donors: Len and Margaret Larsen, Joyce 

Simpson; Designated for: Radio Ministry 

In memory of: Myron Tubbs (Sharon Southard’s 

brother); 

 Donors: Roger and Marilyn Engen, Jane 

Arnstad, Don and Sharon Southard; Designated 

for: Radio Ministry 

In memory of: Pat Henderson; 

 Donor: Joyce Simpson; Designated for: Radio 

Ministry; 

Special Gifts 

Radio Ministry: given by Patricia Anderson and 

anonymous donors. 

Financial Report through February, 2022 

February was a normal month, which in most years 
feels like a good thing. This year, after such a long 
string of extraordinarily good months, it feels almost 
like a let down, so it’s worth remembering that this 
is normal. We operated in the red in February, so 
that Year-to-Date, we are behind by about $16,000. 
This compares with about $12,000 behind in 2020 
and $17,000 in 2019. The first couple of months of 
the year are typically slow. 

Much of the deficit this month came in building 
expenses. First of all, our heating expenses were 
higher than we expected. This will probably not be 
a shocker to anyone else who has a heat bill. 
Secondly, because of the installation of our new 
furnaces, some of our old equipment, on which we 
were still paying depreciation, became obsolete. In 
February we ended up just eating all the remaining 
cost (about $3500) instead of spreading it out over 
time.  

For all that, your giving remained solid and 
consistent this month, so as the year goes on we 
expect the dips and peaks to level out as they 
normally do. March is already looking stronger. 

As always, thank you for your consistency and 
faithfulness in supporting your church’s ministry as 
a part of your service to God and others. 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the May issue 
(mailed on April 28) need to be  
received no later than April 20. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Rev. Bill Beaton 
bbeaton66@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Lohmann 
jenlohmann@gmail.com 
 
David Fehr 
fehrdj@charter.net 
 
Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
 

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

 

Joel Carr 
(no email address) 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

United Methodist General Conference, 

2020, 2021, 2022, 2024 

 

Even as it begins to feel as if Covid-19 might be receding somewhat—at 
least from pandemic to endemic—the virus continues to effect the world, 
and inasmuch as we are a part of the world, us. One of the ways Covid-19 
will affect us United Methodists is that the 2020 General Conference has 
been rescheduled again. When the virus first hit, the 2020 Conference to 
be held in Minneapolis got quickly shifted to 2021. Then to this coming 
Fall, in 2022.  

But that won’t work now either. Because we are a global church and 
around 40% of our delegates are from outside the United States, we have 
to plan around those delegates’ availability. Many of those delegates are 
from countries that have not been as widely vaccinated as the US, and 
even if they were, our immigration system is so backed up that it would 
be impossible to get everyone here by this Fall. (The INS apparently 
informed our Council of Bishops that at the moment wait times for visas 
are taking up to 800 days.) 

So we have effectively cancelled the 2020 General Conference and are 
going to wait until 2024, when the next one was going to be anyway. The 
communication from the general church has not, so far as I know, named 
the place for this meeting. 

Yes, this is frustrating for those of us who are waiting for some things to 
be sorted at the larger church level, but then, we’ve been waiting a lot 
longer than just three years for those particular things to be sorted. 
Waiting is nothing new. In the meantime, we have people (I might even 
say all people) to welcome to our church and to guide in faith. 

 

 

 

 

Eau Claire Male Chorus Presents:  

The BIG SING 

 

The Eau Claire Male Chorus will 

host the Associated Male Choruses 

of America BIG SING on Saturday, 

April 30
th

 at 7:00 pm at the Pablo 

Center at the Confluence.  The BIG 

SING concert will feature male 

choruses from four states as well as 

the UW Eau Claire Singing 

Statesmen.   The rich sound of 300 

male voices in concert is a unique 

musical experience to be long-remembered.  Tickets:  $25 can be 

purchased at www.pablocenter.org.  Information at 715-225-7478.   

http://www.pablocenter.org


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
5:00 PM  
Hispanic 
Ministry Prayer/ 
Worship 

2 
6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

3 
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

(sanctuary) with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; Radio 

Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Giving";  

Text: 2nd Samuel 24:18-25  

10:00 AM  Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall) 

10:15 AM Adult Book Group 

(Conference Room)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

10:15 AM Children's Education 

(Preschool Room)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel) 

Fellowship Hall In Use 

(Moms On The Run)  

4 
10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

3:00 PM Spring 

Election Set Up 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Den Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dock

side)  

5 
6:00 AM 

Election Site -- 

Spring Election 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:00 PM Room 

202 In Use (EC 

Boys Choir)  

7:00 PM 

Sanctuary In Use 

(EC Male 

Chorus)  

6 
9:30 AM UWF Exec 

Comm (Room 202)  

5:30 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:45 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Lounge)  

6:30 PM Lenten Worship  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

7 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

8 
5:00 PM  
Hispanic 
Ministry Prayer/ 
Worship 

9 
8:00 AM 

UMW 

Mission 

Virtual 

Action Day  

6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

10 
8:30 AM Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)  

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Transforming Power";  

Text: Luke 19:1-10, 29-39  

10:00 AM  Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall) 

10:15 AM Adult Book Group 

(Conference Room)  

10:15 AM Celebration Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

10:15 AM Children's Education 

(Preschool Room)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel) 

11 
10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

3:00 PM Staff Parish 

(Fellowship Hall/on 

line)  

5:30 PM Ministry 

Night: Missions, 

Worship, Hospitality, 

Spiritual Formation 

(Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Den Meetings (Rooms 

101/102/103/202/Dock

side)  

12 
6:00 PM 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

6:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

13 
9:30 AM AT-IT Team 

(Conference Room)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Committee Meeting 

(Room 202)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

14   MAUNDY    
THURSDAY  
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM 

Community Table  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

6:30 PM 

Worship 

(sanctuary) with 

livestream on 

Facebook  

15  GOOD     
FRIDAY  
Noon  
Ecumenical 
Good Friday 
Worship (1st 
Congrega- 
tional UCC) 
5:00 PM  
Hispanic 
Ministry Prayer/ 
Worship 
6:30 PM 

Worship 

(sanctuary) 

with 

16 
6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Fellowship Hall In Use  

(Moms On The Run)  

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 

(Dockside Room)  

Message: 

"Transforming 

Existence";  

 

Maundy 

Thursday Text: 

1st Corinthians 

11:17-34  

 

livestream on 

Facebook  

 

Good Friday 

Message: 

"Transforming 

Death";  

Text: Hebrews 

2:10-18  

 

17   EASTER SUNDAY  
Mission Emphasis: Pop Up Food 

Pantry  

6:30 AM  Sunrise Worship (Chapel 

Heights UMC) 

9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: "Transforming Life";  

Text: 1st Corinthians 15:20-28; 51-56  

10:00 AM  Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall) 

10:15 AM Adult Book Group 

(Conference Room)   

10:15 AM Children's Education 

(Preschool Room)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel) 

 

18 
10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

19 
3:00 PM Trustees 

(Room 202)  

6:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

6:15 PM Finance 

Committee 

(Room 202/on 

line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

20 
Circuit Rider  Deadline  

1:00 PM UWF General 

Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside 

Library)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

21 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

22 
EARTH DAY 
5:00 PM  
Hispanic 
Ministry Prayer/ 
Worship 

23 
10:00 AM 

Room 202 In 

Use 

(Huntington'

s Disease 

Support 

Group)  

6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

24 
9:00 AM Worship (sanctuary) with 

livestream on Facebook and 

YouTube; Radio Ministry (92.1)  

Sermon: When Miracles Matter"; 

Text: John 21:19-31  

10:00 AM  Fellowship and Scrip 

(Fellowship Hall) 

10:15 AM Adult Book Group 

(Conference Room)  

25 
10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting (Lounge)  

6:00 PM Church 

Council (Fellowship 

Hall/online)  

6:15 PM Pack 128 

Meeting (Room 202)  

26 
6:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (EC Boys 

Choir)  

6:30 PM 

Foundation Board 

(Fellowship 

Hall/on line)  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall In 

27 
1:30 PM Room 

202/Fireside Library In 

Use (Early Memory Loss 

Support Group)  

6:00 PM Bells Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15 PM Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM NA (Fireside)  

28 
7:30 AM MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside Library]  

8:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (Sewing 

Guild)  

9:00 AM Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

29 
5:00 PM  
Hispanic 
Ministry Prayer/ 
Worship 

30 
6:00 PM 

Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10:15 AM Children's Education 

(Preschool Room)  

4:00 PM Hispanic Ministry (Chapel) 

6:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 3514 

(Dockside Room)  

Use (EC Male 

Chorus)  

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

8:00 PM Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

9:30 AM Circuit 

Rider Assembly 

(Room 202)  
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Lent, 2022 

Dear Lake Street Members and Friends: 

I just went back and re-read the Easter letter that I sent you last year. It 

was all about the joy of coming out of the time of fear and seclusion of 

the Covid-19 pandemic. Yeah, about that. . . .  

Once again this year, it looks as if things are settling down toward a resumption of what we vaguely 

remember as “normal” life, but I’m making no confident assertions about the virus this year.  What 

I can say, though, is that this year again we will shout with joy at the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, as the saints of our church have done for just under two thousand years now. 

Pandemics come and go, though not always on our schedule, but Easter is forever. 

And after that first Easter, everything changed. In our special Holy Week services, I will be 

reflecting in my different messages on some of the transformations that the Christ event brought 

about.  But this year our calendar has grown beyond our usual Holy Week services. First, beginning 

on Monday the 11th, the Worship Team is setting up an abbreviated “Stations of the Cross” at 

church. Anyone who is free during the day is invited to come by for a time of quiet reflection and 

prayer, whenever the church is open. Second, on Good Friday we will be resuming the tradition of 

a noon Ecumenical Good Friday service, held at First Congregational UCC. And finally, this year 

Pastor Cheri Miskimen of Chapel Heights UMC has invited all who are interested to join them for 

their annual Sunrise Easter Service.  

 Sunday, April 10 (9:00am) Palm Sunday, “Transforming Power” 

 Monday – Thursday Stations of the Cross set up at church.  

 Thursday, April 14 (6:30pm) Maundy Thursday, “Transforming Existence” 

 Friday, April 15  

  12:00pm Ecumenical Good Friday. (First Congregational UCC) 

  6:30pm Good Friday. “Transforming Death” (Lake Street) 

 Sunday, April 17  

  6:30am Sunrise Easter Service at Chapel Heights United 

     Methodist Church.  

  9:00am Easter Sunday. “Transforming Life.” 

  

And finally, as we do each year, we offer you the opportunity to give a special monetary gift in 

honor of Easter. Enclosed with this letter in the newsletter is an Easter Offering envelope to 

support the continuing ministry of our church.  

     Pastor Jerry Morris 


