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Turning in Reports 
Jerry Morris 
 
It is the season of reporting for United Methodists. 
Church Conference is coming up (6:30pm, October 27, 
see article), and there is a full-page, small-print checklist 
of reports to prepare and submit by October 17. It is my 
least favorite time of the year. 
 
I will freely admit that much of my dislike has to do with the extra work for the pastor, 
but that isn’t all of it. Each year I grow more convinced that most of the reports we  
prepare will be forgotten in a week and never looked at again. As I have been    
preaching for the past few weeks on how the church is supposed to be different from 
the rest of society, all this annual report business feels very corporation-inspired. I feel 
like a  franchise manager preparing annual reports to present to the regional veep, to 
be submitted in turn to the home office, where they will be converted into spreadsheets 
and printed on glossy folders for shareholders. 
 
But we do need to report on what we are doing, don’t we? Without that, we have no 
accountability either to ourselves or to others. We need to know what’s going right and 
what isn’t working, or we can’t redirect ourselves in the most fruitful paths. So what are 
we to do? Well, there is another way to report on a church. In fact, it’s the way that the 
early church reported on the ministry of Jesus and how Luke reported on the early 
church: by telling stories. There are no statistical tables in the gospels and Acts – very 
few numbers at all, in fact. But there are a lot of stories. And guess what? Those     
reports have never been forgotten. 
 
So we’re going to experiment with this. In our reports to you, the congregation, we are 
trying to highlight stories instead of catalogues of facts and figures. Yes, we will still 
have some tables of numbers (say, on financial reports), but as much as we can, we 
would like to tell stories, because stories are about individual lives being touched 
(which is why the Church is here) not about how we are doing on our quarterly goals 
(which is not). In this newsletter, for instance, which is now divided into headings     
according to our church Values and Goals (Worship, Intentional Welcome,            
Compassionate Outreach, and Spiritual Formation), we are looking for stories of lives 
being touched. And we want the world around us to hear our stories, because that’s 
why we’re here, and that’s why others might want to be here with us. Not because we 
have a great mission and goal statement. Not because we have good music or great 
classes. Not because the pastor looks like a young Brad Pitt. Not because we have a 
nice building. The only reason anyone might be interested in knowing more about us is 
if they get the sense that Christ has changed our lives.  
 
To do this, we need your help. We want to hear your stories. We want to know about 
your “God sightings.” How do you know if your story is what we’re looking for? Here’s 
a rule of thumb: anything that happens to you in church or through church or because 
you are a follower of Christ that you want to go home and tell your spouse or pick up 
the phone and tell a friend or sit down and post on Facebook – that’s the sort of thing 
we’re looking for. Don’t forget to turn in your reports. 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Sermon Series: Counter-Cultural 
 
Sunday, October 6 – 17

th
 Sunday after Pentecost, 

World Communion Sunday 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with Communion*  
 Sermon: “Counter-Cultural Confrontation” 
 Matthew 5:38-48 
 
Sunday, October 13 – 18

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Counter-Cultural Wisdom” 
 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, 2:6-13 
 

Sermon Series: Encountering the Christ 
 
Sunday, October 20 – 19

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Jesus Meets a Theologian” 
 John 3:1-21  
  
Sunday, October 27 – 20

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am 
 Sermon: “Jesus Meets That Woman” 
 John 4:1-30 
 
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died 
for all, we welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God. 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship  

On Sunday, November 3, we will take a break from the 
sermon series on people’s encounters with Jesus in the 
Gospel of John and celebrate our annual All Saints Day 
Memorial Service at both 8:30 and 10:00 am. At these 
services we will read aloud the names of those of our 
congregation who have died in the past year and light 
candles in their memory. But we also recognize that 
many are grieving people beyond our congregational 
rolls and people who have been gone longer than a 
year, and so we will have candles throughout the sanc-
tuary for people to light in honor of those whose death 
they mourn that day. 

2 

A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 



 

 

Maritimes Presentation 
This months Digital Shooters meeting will be a presentation by 
Winnie Doxsie. She will share some photos and stories from 
her recent trip to New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and 
Nova Scotia. Time permitting there will be some show and tell 
of some photos that didn’t turn out exactly as we planned and 
we’ll try to figure out why.  If you have a photo to share bring in 
on a thumb drive. See you Wednesday,  October 9th at 6:30 in 
room 202.  
 
Youth News 

Confirmation has begun on Sunday mornings at 9:15 (in the newly claimed 
and repainted Confirmation Room), and the monthly youth gatherings (3rd 
Wednesday of every month at 5:30pm) have had their first meeting. The 
youth put together gift packets for young parents of limited means, to be   
given away at a “Community Baby Shower.” 

One new development in youth programming here is that we are beginning 
quarterly Circuit Youth events, combined gatherings of youth from United 
Methodist Churches across our area. Our first event will be this month, in 
fact, as United Methodist youth will volunteer at the Community Table on 
Sunday, October 27, from 1-5pm, then go out for ice cream. Watch for more 
information as that date approaches. 

 
Wednesday at the Lake Schedule 

               4:30       Practical Divinity Classes 
               5:30       Meal 
               5:30       Youth Group (3

rd
 Wednesdays) 

               6:00       Bells 
               7:00       Chancel Choir 
               8:00       Men’s Ensemble 
  

Classes 
 

 Sept. 25 – Oct 16    “Excel and Your Finances” Jill Weisenbeck 
  
 Sept 25 — 6:00pm “Zen and the Art of Bicycle Maintenance”   
        Park Walter 
 
 Oct. 2-16    “Food, Drugs, and Your Health” Kent Gierhart 
 
 Oct. 16       “Happy Birthday Again: Repurposing You Cards         
         Veronica Marshall Potter 
 
 Oct. 23 (?) 6:00pm* “Zen and the Art of Bicycle Maintenance”          

         Park Walter 

 

             Oct. 30 – Nov. 20    “Where Our Bible Came From”   Jerry Morris 

*Not yet confirmed 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has the most up to 
date calen-
dar, news, 
online giving 
and more.  
Visit it  
often for past 
sermon   
recordings, 
past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit Rider  
newsletter electronically, 
please send your new  
address to the church  
office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your issue does 
not go to the post office, 
there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
November Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, October 23rd 

for  
Thursday, October 31st 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Aaron Athas at  
communications 

@lakestreetumc.org 

3 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES SUPPORT 
  
❑ Radio Ministry: $150/wk;     ❑ October 6th (radio and/or flowers) 
❑ Chancel Flowers ($30/wk)   ❑ October 13th (radio and/or flowers) 
Given by: _________________   ❑ October 20th (radio and/or flowers) 
In Memory of: _____________   ❑ October 27th (radio and/or flowers)   
In Honor of:________________   ❑ November 3rd (radio and/or flowers) 
In Recognition of: _________________   

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

When Ministry Becomes Healing 

Jerry Morris 

 

The Inclusive Ministry (IM) Church that we initiated and host every 
month is not a ministry of just Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. It is a community project, with several different churches 
taking turns leading the monthly gatherings. Our core team, which 
plans and directs the IM Church, includes representatives from 
seven or eight different congregations. Anyone from any church 
who has a passion for ministry to the disabled is welcome to join 
us. 

 

The September gathering was led by volunteers from Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, and the program was planned by one of our 
core leaders, Janet, who is a member there. At an early meeting 
of the core team, I asked Janet about herself, and she told me 
what led her to volunteer. Her son Tom was born with Down    
syndrome. Then she told me that Tom had died a couple of years 
previously. At first, in her grief, she had stepped out of any role in 
ministry with the disabled, but when she had heard about the IM 
Church idea, she had realized she was ready to pick it up again. 

 

Anyway, that Sunday, Janet and I stood together in the            
Fellowship Hall, watching guests arrive, get their name tags, and 
move to the tables. (The story was about God’s promise to Noah, 
and we made rainbows. Check it out in the Fellowship Hall.) As 
we watched people arrive, Janet said quietly, “Today is Tom’s 
birthday.” 

 

I didn’t know what to say. Janet went on, “So after church today, 
my family went to Tom’s favorite restaurant – Culver’s – and all 
had children’s hamburgers and root beer. Tom loved root beer. 
Then we went out to the cemetery for a while, then we came 
here.” Janet’s Immanuel family and her IM church family           
volunteered with her that day. I said, “How good that today is IM 
Church. This is Tom’s legacy.”  

 

When we do ministry, we usually think we are helping other    
people. But helping others is sort of like praying. When we pray 
we don’t just talk to God; we open a window through which God 
can speak to us. And when we help others, we throw open a door 
for God to minister to us, too.  

IM Church 
 

An Inclusive worship  
service for all abilities  

 
Sunday October 20th 

 
3:00 PM— 

Short gathering activity in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
3:30 PM— 

Worship in Sanctuary 
 

4:00 PM— 
Light meal in Fellowship 

Hall 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lake Street serves  
next on 
Friday, 

October 25th 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, Dec 3, Noon-6 

Lake Street UMC 
 

Call Linda Keepers at 715-834-
5744 to make an appointment 

or register at  
redcrossblood.org 

 
ARCW Wish List for October: 
Canned    
Tuna 
Please join 
others from 
Lake Street 
UMC in      
assisting 
AIDS/HIV   
clients by   
donating a 
can of tuna 
to the AIDS Resource Center of    
Wisconsin during the month of        
October.  Thanks to everyone 
who reached out to ARCW clients 
in August by donating 43  bottles 
of juice to the ARCW Food Pantry. 
 
Your efforts and continued   
donations are greatly appreciated. 
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Conduit for Ministry 

Jerry Morris 

Sometimes helping others is less about the sacrifices that 
we make ourselves as it is about being in the right place to 
connect needs and gifts. Last month I was in my office 
when a woman hobbled in on a leg brace, her face tight 
with embarrassment. 

 

This was her situation. She lives in Barron on Social      
Security, but had fallen some three months earlier and  
broken her leg in two places. Two surgeries and 6 weeks 
in a rehab facility, and she had been released to go home. 
That was great, but since she had no income other than 
Social Security, that check had been diverted to go directly 
to the rehab facility where she had been. The paperwork to 
have it sent again directly to her had been completed, but 
she wouldn’t get anything for a month. And she didn’t even 
have gas money to drive home. 

 

As it happened, several months ago, one of our members 
had handed me a $25 SCRIP card for Holiday gas stations 
saying, “If someone comes to you in real need, give this to 
them.” So I did. Then as Ella and I talked, I said, “Forgive 
me, but if your check won’t be deposited for another 
month, what will you live on?” Ella looked down,            
embarrassed again. “I don’t know,” she muttered. “My 
church will help some, but they’re really small, and we 
don’t have much.” 

 

As it happened, a group that uses our building on Sunday 
evenings – Moms on the Run – had sent us a thank you 
note a month or two back including some gift cards for  
groceries. Ella went off with a $100 gift card. I didn’t have 
to do a thing; I just had the privilege of getting to watch 
other people’s generosity transform an anxious woman’s 
day. 

Traveling This Winter? 

Delta & Southwest Airlines 

4% return on Scrip cards 

Hilton-Hampton &                  

Comfort-Quality Motels 

3% return on Scrip cards 

Buy SCRIP    Support LSUMC 
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Important Dates for             
October 

 
Oct. 2 One Hour of Prayer 
 Fireside Library 
 9:00am 
 
Oct. 2 Executive Board 
 Room 202 
 10:00am 
 
 
Oct 17 PM Reading Group 
 CV Bookfest –  
 UW-EC 
 Schofield Auditorium 
 5pm 
 
Oct. 17-18  Bazaar Preparation 
Oct. 18-19  WI Conference  
 Gathering 
 Black River Falls UMC 
 
Oct 19-20   ALL-Church Bazaar 
 9:00am-2:00pm – Sat 
 8:00am-11:30am - Sun 
 
 
This month’s birthdays 
10-7 Lena Thompson 
10-8 Suzanne Heabler 
10-10 Ruth Robinson 95 
10-22 Kari Kaehler 
10-29 Rev. Jerry Morris 

UMW NEWS 

It’s Possible in Three Weeks 
In about three weeks Lake Street UMC will 
hold its FALL BAZAAR.  While some have 
already been working on projects to sell at 
this  mission    fundraiser, it is still possible 
to do much for the OCTOBER 19 & 20 sale.  
Donations of fresh bakery (think pies, 
breads, cookies) and candy (divinity, fudge, puppy chow) are needed.  
Does your   garden have pumpkins, apples, gourds?  Have you recently 
cleaned a closet and found a golden oldie that Vintage Treasures might 
sell?  Do you have yarn that needles might clicky-clack into a warm 
scarf?  Small healthy  indoor plants? Birdhouses? Handmade cards?  
There are so many opportunities to share your talents.  
 
There is time yet to spread the word about the Bazaar. Tell your friends, 
family, neighbors, and even strangers!  Invite them to join you for coffee 
and a roll starting at 9 AM Saturday, lunch on Saturday, and the  
Pancake/French Toast Breakfast on Sunday.  Two-thirds of the profits 
will go to local and global mission. The remaining third will be stay right 
here at Lake Street to be used for projects at the church as determined 
by the Trustees.   
 
While none of us can remove all the needs of the world, each of us can 
work to reduce the hardships of some.  Remember it is MISSION      
POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF YOU.  Thank you.   
 
 
There will not be a general meeting in October, as everyone is      
encouraged to support the All-Church Bazaar on October 19 from 9 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Our next meeting will be a brunch on Wednesday, 
November 20, at 9:30 a.m.   
 
 
UMW Book Cart 
If you were asked to share a few comments about Eleanor Roosevelt, 
what would you say?  “Wife of President D. Roosevelt, First Lady, I don’t 
know but I think she was involved somehow in politics.”  How about, “A 
person who had a pivotal role in the civil 
rights movement, played a historic part in 
giving substance and direction to the  
creation of the United Nations, a tireless  
social advocate, a person committed to civil 
rights, women’s rights and the rights of all 
the ‘little people’ who were marginalized in 
American  society?”   
 
Everything in the last sentence was true and 
were true were fueled by her deep faith.  
This led Harold Ivan Smith to write Eleanor: 
A Spiritual Biography, the Faith of the 
20th Century’s Most Influential Woman.  
This is a must read for everyone and is 
found in the Leadership Development 
‘section (pink sticker) of the UMW book cart.  



 

 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
 

August was a slower month financially than 
most of this year. For the first time in 2019 
we ended the month in the red year-to-date, 
by over $7,000. Being in the red in the  
slower summer months is not unusual – at 
this point last year we were over $16,000 in 
the red – but we still take notice when it 
happens.  

 

In the meantime, though, we continue 
steadily chipping away at the outstanding 
balance from our capital campaign, with 
which we repaired the bell tower and did 
extensive work on our roofs, and we      
continue individual giving for mission      
projects. The Loose Change Mission       
offering in August – for the Fostering     
Success Program at UWEC – raised over 
$200 in August (and nearly another $200 in 
September.) Thank you for your faithfulness 
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Memorials and Special Gifts  received through 

September 15th 

In memory of:  Rachel Morley; 

Donor:  Craig Koerth; Designated for:  Capital        

Improvement – Bell Tower; 

In memory of:  Robert T. Baker, Sr; 

Donor:  Joanne Ures-Halvorson; Designated for:  

Capital  Improvement – Bell Tower; 

In memory of:  Marcy Hennig; 

Donor:  Bev Maser; Designated for:  Capital Improve-

ment – Bell Tower; 

Donors:  Family and friends; Designated for: Bolton 

Refuge House; 

Donor:  Colleen Bates; Designated for:  Children’s 

Ministry; 

Donors:  O.E. & L. Wollum, Peter and Shelly Strains, 

LaVerne and Marian Soppeland, Audrey Simonson, 

Richard and Sharon Shea, Tonya Schlageter, Harold 

and Yvonne Mueller, Douglas and Margaret Kunick, 

J. Jensen, Diane Hoffmeister, Bonnie Hennig-Piper, 

John and Catherine Gunther, Kent and Kathy Gier-

hart, David and Roxanne Gehring, Family and 

friends, Kathleen M. Clark, Philip and Priscilla Baxter; 

Designated for:  Youth Scholarships; 

Donors:  Robert and Vickie Mousel, Joyce and 

Ronald Hennig; Undesignated; 

Special Gifts 

Bonnie Gibson – given for Radio Ministry. 

Lake Street United Methodist Church

YTD Aug 2019

Budget YTD 

Aug 2019 YTD Aug 2019

Budget YTD 

Aug 2019 YTD Aug 2019

Budget YTD 

Aug 2019

Offerings and other income 245,169$        262,126$          23,409$           3,264$            268,577$        265,390$        

Expenses 224,673          251,509            51,129              48,335$          275,802          299,844          

Net of Offerings less expenses 20,496$          10,617$            (27,720)$          (45,071)$        (7,224)$           (34,454)$         

 * excludes capital campaign

Capital Campaign summary

Cash Balance as of 8/31/19 171,724$        Balance 1/1/19 68,428            

Claims against cash: Foundation loan

  Liabilities 2,667              Grants 383                 

  Memorials Fund 30,401            YTD offerings 13,569            

  Pass-through Funds 16,177            YTD spent 103,884          

  Cash available 122,480$        YTD 2019 bal (21,504)           

Operating Fund Building Fund * Total
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The ministry of the ducks 

What in the world does 600-rubber duckies have to do 

with the ministry of the church, let alone on the budget of 

the Hospitality Team? 

Luke 10:25-37 is the story of the Good Samaritan and 

Jesus’ last words to the lawyer are ”Go and do likewise”.  Likewise     

meaning go and show mercy; not just to those we know, but out there:  

Outside the church building. 

The Hospitality Team, along with a few other members did just that this 

summer we went OUT THERE. 

The rubber duckies were the icebreaker for conversation with children,  

parents and the masses of college aged young adults.  And what          

happened next were God moments. 

God Moments seeing a young child’s face light up when we would look 

them in the eyes and said; ”God LOVES you.” 

God Moments when the new freshmen far from their parents watchful eye 

actually talked with us, we laughed together, we gave motherly advice, we 

made eye contact and we invited them to our Pancake/French Toast 

Breakfast.  It was cool, no one brushed us off, no one said nasty words 

about the institution of the church and no one was in a big hurry to move on 

to the next booth; It was like they knew our outreach was safe, honest and 

from the heart of Jesus. 

That is what Jesus, I think, is referring to when Jesus said, “Go and do   

likewise”. 

We might never see any of these children or college student in our church 

building, or become members, that is NOT the point.  However, we are told 

by Jesus to “Go and show mercy.”  Our intention and our prayer was that 

God would use our words and actions to plant seeds of God’s LOVE. 

We hope you agree;600 rubber duckies on the Hospitality Team’s budget 
was a good investment; an eternal investment. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and 
information publication for members and 
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist 
Church. 
 
EDITORS 
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor  
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RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 






