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A few years ago, Dan Cathy – president and COO of Chick-fil-A – did an interview in
which he described his Christian faith and his support of traditional marriage instead of
same-sex marriage. Tax filings from Chick-fil-A showed that their charitable giving was
weighted heavily toward groups like the Family Research Council and Exodus
International (an organization dedicated to “curing” LGBTQ people through conversion
therapy).
There was an immediate outcry from LGBTQ advocacy groups, who boycotted Chickfil-A for supporting groups that have caused deep pain to gay and lesbian people. That
boycott, in turn, prompted conservative Christian groups to rise up in support of Chickfil-A, as a godly restaurant standing up for Christ in a wicked generation. Thus a fast
food chicken sandwich franchise moved to the front lines of the culture war. Most of
this you probably knew, and if you hadn’t heard it before, you aren’t surprised. Such
flash points of conflict have become familiar features of the American cultural
landscape.
But then something different happened. Dan Cathy reached out to Shane Windmeyer,
executive director of Campus Pride, one of the national groups boycotting him. He
wanted to hear from Windmeyer about how Chick-fil-A had been harming people.
Windmeyer was cautious, wary of being used for a publicity stunt, but as that first
phone call turned into others, then into in-person meetings, he realized that Cathy was
really trying to understand a world he had been naïve about. At no point did Cathy ask
Windmeyer’s group to withdraw their boycott. The two men – grudgingly, and perhaps
to their own surprise – became friends. Chick-fil-A quietly discontinued its support of
the Family Research Council and Exodus International (which shortly thereafter
dissolved, when its president denounced gay conversion therapy and apologized for
the harm the group had done). Campus Pride withdrew their boycott. Neither man
changed his view of homosexuality, but both changed how they saw the people who
differed from them. (For a full account of this friendship, google “Dan and Me: My
Coming Out as a Friend of Dan Cathy and Chick-fil-A,” by Shane Windmeyer.
Huffpost. 2017.)
Well, this year, Chick-fil-A shifted its charitable giving again. In a larger reorganization
of their charitable giving, they dropped a few other conservative Christian
organizations and added the Southern Poverty Law Center, which opposes racial
injustice but also works to end LGBTQ discrimination. Now, suddenly, the tables are
turned. Now it’s conservative Christians (and politicians angling for their votes) who
are calling for a boycott of Chick-fil-A and decrying the way that the company has “lost
its way.” (See, “Chick-fil-A Faces Rightwing Backlash after Cutting Ties to Christian
Groups,” The Guardian, 30 Nov. 2019.) (Chick-fil-A charitable giving now focuses on
education, homelessness, and hunger, which apparently is inadequately Christian.)
Continued on Page 3
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP
Sunday, January 5 – Epiphany Sunday
One service at 9:00am. Lay Speaker Tim Atkins preaching.
Jerry Morris

Sermon Series: Competing Truths
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Chris Draxler
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David Fehr
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Sunday, January 12 – 1st Sunday after Epiphany
Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am with Communion*
Sermon: “The Problem of Competing Truths”
Mark 9:38-41
Sunday, January 19 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am
Sermon: “My Spiritual Truth Is Better Than Yours”
Amos 9:7
Sunday, January 26 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Services at 8:30 and 10:00 am
Sermon: “Scientific Truth vs. Spiritual Truth”
Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a
*We serve Open Communion. As Christ lived and died for all, we
welcome to Christ’s table all who seek God.

Snow Days
What do we do when it snows all night Saturday
night, and it’s all the city can do to keep the main
roads passable? Do we still have church?
The answer is: we will if we can, but that doesn’t
mean you have to come. On any given Sunday we
already have a sizable radio audience and around
100 people who join us by way of the Facebook
livestream, so we already have a stay-at-home
option for those who can’t get out. If there is a
way, Pastor Jerry will try to be at church with a sermon, and Logan
Wallace or Aaron Athas will try to be here to run the camera for
Facebook. Musicians that can make it, too, are a wonderful bonus.

Volunteers
Many Gifted Laity
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday

In other words, if you have the slightest doubt about your ability to get
to church, stay home. The radio service is broadcast at 8:30am on
91.5 FM, and Facebook is Facebook. Yes, it’s better to worship
together, in person, but you’ll have another chance a week later. Be
safe.

9:00 am - 4:30 pm
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION
(Continued from Page 1)
As I said above, none of this is surprising. In our divided nation, the loudest and
shrillest voices belong to absolutists on both sides, who treat everyone who
disagrees with them as the enemy, and who regard anyone from their camp who
tries to listen to the enemy’s point of view as a weakling and a traitor. Their view on
every issue defines truth, and any wavering from that truth is, by definition, error,
which must be condemned.
Dan Cathy remains to this day a conservative Christian whose views on
homosexuality I would disagree with, but he is also evidently a man of integrity and
compassion, who places people before dogma. This is what led him to listen to
Shane Windmeyer, whose own integrity prompted him to listen back. In this way,
they become his friends. That same concern for people led Cathy to rethink some of
his corporation’s charitable giving. He wished to do good, not harm. And the result of
all this listening to others? Chick-fil-A is now being boycotted from both ends: by
LGBTQ advocates, who haven’t kept up with recent news and still consider Chick-filA the enemy (a franchise in England was picketed by LGBTQ advocates just a few
weeks ago), as well as by conservative culture warriors who are furious at his
defection from their rigid Truth.
What has happened to us? Is this inevitable? In our divided world, must we either
choose one side to support absolutely or else find ourselves under fire from all
sides? In January and February, I will be preaching on “Competing Truths,” looking
for ways that we followers of Christ can be points of light in our dark and angry
culture, as Jesus himself was. After all, I have trouble imagining Jesus calling for an
economic boycott of someone who disagreed with him, but I have no trouble at all
imagining him doing what Mr. Cathy did: picking up a phone to talk with someone
with different perspective. Somewhere in that phone call, I think, is a different, and
more important, sort of Truth.
Committee Meetings in January
As we start a new year on the calendar, we also begin a new year
in our church’s leadership teams. In our January meetings, some
people will stepping off of teams, having finished their terms, and
others will be just starting out. For the sake of these new leaders,
we will begin the year with an orientation session. This session is
designed not only to remind each committee of its own task but
also to educate each team on the task of the others, so as to
facilitate teams working together.
We will actually have two different orientation meetings, the first for our Ministry
Teams (i.e. those that plan the programs and ministries of the church) and the
second for our Resource Teams (i.e. those who help the Ministry Teams have the
resources they need for ministry). Here is the schedule:
Monday, January 13, 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
Ministry Teams (AT-IT, Children, Communications, Hospitality, Missions, Spiritual
Formation, Worship)

HAVE YOU FOUND US
ONLINE?
Our website
www.lakestreetumc.org
always has the most up to
date calendar, news,
online giving
and more.
Visit it
often for past
sermon
recordings,
past Circuit
Riders, and a direct link to
our Facebook page.

ADDRESS CHANGES
If you have had an
address change within the
past four months and are
receiving the Circuit Rider newsletter
electronically, please send
your new address to the
church office: adminsec
@lakestreetumc.org.
Because your issue does
not go to the post office,
there is no Address
Service Requested
changes that come back
to the church. We
appreciate your help to
keep our database up to
date.
February Circuit Rider
Deadline is
Wednesday, January 22nd
for
Thursday January 30th
mailing

Be sure to send your news
to Aaron Athas at
communications
@lakestreetumc.org

Tuesday, January 21, 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
Resource Teams (Finance, Foundation, Memorials, Staff-Parish Relations,
Trustees)
After an opening time together, each committee will separate for an initial meeting.
Bring your calendars: one task for each team that night will be to choose the most
convenient time for its monthly meeting for the rest of the year.
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION
Wednesday at the Lake Book Discussions January 15 – February 19
Our full Wednesday programming resumes this month on January 14. For the Formation Hour
(4:30 – 5:30), we will not be having classes this time. Instead different members and guests will
be presenting books worth reading. The schedule is, as follows:
January 15. Tia Powell, Dementia Reimagined.
The cultural and medical history of dementia and Alzheimer's disease by a leading
psychiatrist and bioethicist who urges us to turn our focus from cure to care.
January 22. Nickolas Butler, Little Faith: A Novel.
A Wisconsin family grapples with the power and limitations of faith when one of their
own falls under the influence of a radical church.
January 29. A second night with Little Faith.
February 5. Leroy Aarons, Prayers for Bobby.
Bobby Griffith was an all-American boy...and he was gay. Faced with an irresolvable
conflict-for both his family and his religion taught him that being gay was "wrong"Bobby chose to take his own life. The book is the story both of Bobby’s journey
and the subsequent journey of his mother, from judgment of homosexuality to advocacy for
LGBT rights.
February 12. Paul and Hjordy Wagner, Ready or Not . . . They’re Gay.
The Wagners share their own journey to acceptance of their sons’ sexual identity
with the hope that other families will be better equipped to approach the news of a
gay child or loved one in a healthy, positive way. Including a range of
perspectives on the experience from their circle of family and friends, they offer
guidance for parents and teachers of gay children and tips for the GLBT
community on how to make the coming-out talk easier on both
parties.
February 19. Kristin Hannah, Firefly Lane.
A poignant, powerful story of two women and the friendship that becomes the
mainstay of their lives. For 30 years, Tully and Kate buoy each other through
life, weathering the storms of friendship: jealousy, anger, hurt, resentment, until
a single act of betrayal tears them apart...and puts their courage and friendship
to the ultimate test. Anyone who has read any of Hannah’s books is
encouraged to attend.
The discussions are open to all, but of course will be more meaningful to those who have read or
started reading the books. So get reading!
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COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH

We will serve the following dates in
2020:
Friday, January 31st
Saturday, February 29th
Sunday, March 29th
Wednesday, April 29th
Thursday, May 28th
Thursday, June 25th

CPR/AED Training at Lake Street
UMC
LAKE Street UMC will be offering
CPR and AED Training on
Thursday, January 23rd. This
training class will allow an individual
to become certified, re-certified or to
serve as a refresher course. This
class will be offered just one time
and the training will be completed in
one class setting, 6:30 to 9pm. The
class is offered to our members free
of charge, however if you plan on
getting certified and would like a
certificate, there is a $15 charge.
There is room for 22 individuals in
this class, so sign up soon. There
will be a sign-up sheet on the
Welcome Center.
This is a great opportunity to learn to
be prepared, to take the first steps,
in case of an emergency. We as a
congregation, continually seek to
prepare to save a life spiritually, let
us also continue to prepare to save
a life physically, if the need arises.
This opportunity is appropriate for all
members of the church, especially
staff, ushers and
those in leadership
positions.

ARCW Wish List for January: Peanut Butter
During January we hope you’ll be able to support our local
AIDS Resources Center of Wisconsin Food Pantry by
donating a jar of peanut butter. Through this ministry Lake
Street UMC provides food items to those folks in our
community who are confronted with HIV and AIDS. Please
place your donated items in the AIDS Food Pantry box
located near the entrance to fellowship hall.
The ARCW Food Pantry was happy to receive 57 cans of
vegetables and additional grocery items donated in
November. Thank you for you unending generosity.
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry
Eau Claire has a problem – even as private-public partnerships are coming together to provide low-income housing, the
homeless population is expanding. The Beacon House
shelter for families was holding another 21 people as of the
first week in December when our church took its turn hosting
there. The primary homeless shelter in Eau Claire, Sojourner’s House, is filling their 53 bed limit every night and having
to turn away 10-12 people. As some of you may have read,
an empty church building currently owned by Christ Church
Cathedral has been opened as an overflow “warming center,”
for those who cannot find a place anywhere else, but still the
problem remains.
In the midst of all this, Pastor Mike and the volunteers of the
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry are standing against the tide,
meeting with unhoused people two evenings a week in the
parking lot across the street from Sojourner’s. They give out
food, warm clothes, blankets, anything that they have that
might make a difference, but mostly they give love and a
physical reminder that Christ has not forgotten anyone.
We already collect gloves and hats and other winter supplies
in the CVSM box in the Fellowship Hall, but in January our
Loose Change Mission Offering will also go to support their
ministry. Giving our spare money to support the work to ease
homelessness is only a start, but it is a start. Be ready to give
on Sunday, January 19.

Scrip Sales Thru
September
Sales: $68, 570
Earnings: $2,771
Buy SCRIP
Support LSUMC
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UMW NEWS
The Lake Street UMW offers financial support for many groups at the local
level. Therefore, the topic for the January 22, 1:00 p.m., dessert meeting,
is Letting Our Light Shine in Our Community. There will be round-table
discussions about four different organizations that we support – Beacon
Houser, Feed My People, Bolton Refuge House and Western Dairyland.
Please contact Julie Holzinger by January 19 with your reservation.
Note: Because New Year’s Day is on January 1, groups will be meeting on
the following dates.
January 8 – UMW Board Meeting
January 15 – Circles
January 22 – UMW Meeting

Important Dates for January
Jan. 8

Executive Board
Room 202
10:00am

Jan. 14

Morning Reading
Fireside Library
9:30am

Jan. 15

Faith Circle
Florence Shepherds’
home
1pm

Jan. 15

Rebecca Circle
Fellowship Hall
1:30pm

Jan. 22

General Meeting –
‘Letting your Light
Shine in our
Communities’
Fellowship Hall
1pm Dessert Meeting

Jan. 23

PM Reading Group
12:30pm
Practicing
Resurrection:
The Gospel of Mark

Bazaar—Already?
Yes, it is time to start thinking about the 2020 Bazaar, scheduled for
October 17th.
All interested individuals are invited to attend a brainstorming meeting.
Should we have: a spring event, a raffle, garage sale, a vendor mall? What
new projects can we create for the Bazaar? How can we make the event
easier or more inclusive? And more.
Thinking ahead to 2021, if there is to be a Bazaar a new chair needs to be
found. Training during the 2020 season is a great way to start.
I hope to see you on Tuesday, January 14th in Fellowship Hall at 10:00. If
you have questions or ideas contact Winnie Doxsie.

Book Review for January by Chris Draxler
In a world where it seems everyone has a cell phone,
the book Blue Gold opens the reader to an intimate
glimpse into the real and dynamic world of three very
different teenager girls. All of whose lives are deeply
affected by the blue-black nuggets of Coltan. This
mineral Coltan, also known as ‘blue gold’ is a vital
and rare mineral used in the making of cell phones.
These three teenage girls live on different continents
and are connected by the mineral Coltan. Teenager
number one, is Sylvie. Sylvie fled the Congo with her
family five years ago after her father was killed in the
conflict over Coltan. The second teenager is Laiping. Laiping came to the
big city to work in a Chinese factory, building components for cell phones.
And lastly, there is Fiona. Fiona lives on North America’s west coast and
has used her cell phone thoughtlessly.
This book is an easy read, however very thought provoking and very
appropriate for our young people and adults to read. This book can be
found on the United Methodist Women’s book cart located in the Fireside
Library.
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Every Thursday the Quilters meet
in Room 103, 9am to 3pm.
This month’s birthdays
1-4 Nancy Espie
1-9 Janelle Earl
1-10 Beatrice Larson - 85
1-12 Betty Taggart - 90
1-13 Shirley Bystedt - 90
1-14 Louise Thompson - 90
1-16 Carol Lulloff - 80
1-17 Pat Peterson
1-28 Jan Voss

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY
As of the end of November, we were (officially) over $9,000 in the black Year-to-Date, which is wonderful
news, especially when one compares that to the end of November, 2018, when we were $11,000 in the red.
A word of caution, though. We have one investment fund that is designated exclusively for use on operating
funds (the “Parsonage Trust Fund”) and so that fund’s earnings and increases in value are included in this
accounting. Without that fund, we would not be in the black.
But we would still be within striking distance of ending the year that way, with December’s giving, and so the
Finance Committee wants to express its deep gratitude to you all for your faithfulness and generosity. As we
look toward another year of ministry, we continue to stand on a solid financial footing, able to focus on the
needs of our community and world instead of on ourselves. Thank you.

To make regular automatic contributions using your bank account or credit card, scan this
code with your device or go to www.lakestreetumc.org/give and get signed up.
NEW: Give using your cell phone. Look for more details in 2020 and on the church Facebook
page.

2020 Pledges
In early November, we sent out pledge cards to all the congregation, and I write now to thank all of you who
have turned them in with your giving goals for the church. Have you ever wondered why we do we do this?
Believe it or not, it isn’t really how we project our offerings for our annual budget. For that we look at longterm trends over the past years, where our giving has been and where it is now.
No, the pledge card is more for your benefit than for Finance Committee’s. It is a reminder of a promises that
most of you made when you joined the church – to support the ministry of the church with your prayers, your
presence, your gifts, and your service. Every week in worship we remind you of your promise to pray, and
every newsletter and Short Circuit offers reminders to be in service. The pledge card is like that, only less
frequent. The pledge is an invitation for you to give intentionally, according to a regular plan, instead of
whenever you think of it. Again, this is just like the other membership vows. Prayer is more meaningful when
it becomes an intentional habit. Church attendance and service to others don’t happen so often if they aren’t
made an intentional priority.
So, again, thank you those who have made this part of your discipleship intentional, who have made this
commitment to your membership vows.
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Memorials and Special Gifts received through December 15th

In memory of: Mary Jane Cardinal;
Donors: Diane Boetcher, Bev Maser, Marty Fisher-Blakeley, Betty Grosvold, Steve and
Bonnie Haug, E. Robert and Ruth A. Kein, Norman and Joyce LaNou, Vickie A. LaNou, Gary and
Joanne Martin; Undesignated;

In memory of: Janet Kiebler;
Donor: Bev Maser; Undesignated;

In memory of: Janet Carson;
Donor: Joyce Mortt; Designated for: Stampers;

Specials Gifts

In memory of: Margaret Gelvin;
Donor: Bruce Gelvin; Designated for: Children’s Ministry;

From: Marilyn Sullivan for Radio Ministry
From: Nancy Espie for Radio Ministry
From Diane Boetcher in honor of 80th birthdays of Margaret Larsen and LaRue Hanson

Note of Thanks:

Thank You to my church family for all the prayers, cards and thoughts
-Bev Maser
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The Anonymous Mission Fund
Beginning this month, our church has the opportunity to expand its mission
in new ways. As you may recall from earlier articles, we have received a
generous gift from a former member of our congregation – grateful for the
early training he received here – that will result in our receiving $31,500.00
each January for the next ten years.
All that the donor asks is that the gift be used to further the mission of our
church. That’s fairly vague, but our church council has voted unanimously
to define that more precisely: this money may not be used for ordinary
operating expenses but only for special projects and short-term programs
that fit within the framework of our defined Values and Goals. These are:
Worship
Inclusive Welcome
Compassionate Outreach
Spiritual Formation
We already have one request in for some of that money, and others are
being discussed, but anyone with a passion for some aspect of the
church’s ministry may make a request. There is no deadline for ideas; they
will be considered by the church council each month as they come in.
Pastor Jerry can provide more specific guidelines on how to make
requests.
Remember the Capital Campaign?
Yes, of course you do. We’ve been capital campaigning since the fall of
2017. Through those months, we have repaired boilers and valves,
repaired or replaced roofs, updated locks, and of course repaired crumbling
sections of our bell tower. We have spent over $148,000 on these projects.
And, after all the months of fund-raising, we have less than under $9,000
left to raise before it’s all paid off. (As of the end of November.)

EDITORIAL POLICY
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly news and
information publication for members and
friends of the Lake Street United Methodist
Church.
EDITORS
Aaron Athas-Layout Editor
Ellen Prellwitz-Copy Editor
DEADLINE
News items for the February issue (mailed on
Thursday January 30th need to be
received no later than January 22nd .
Phone # – 715-832-6603
Fax # – 715-832-9500
MAILING ADDRESS
337 Lake Street, Suite A
Eau Claire WI 54703
WEBSITE
www.lakestreetumc.org
E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Rev. Jerry Morris
pastor@lakestreetumc.org
Rev. Bill Beaton
bbeaton66@gmail.com
Ellen Prellwitz
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org
Joel Carr
(no email address)
Kenna Szymanski
children@lakestreetumc.org
Chris Draxler
ministrycoor@lakestreetumc.org
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode
finance@lakestreetumc.org
Jennifer Lohmann
jenlohmann@gmail.com
David Fehr
fehrdj@charter.net
Kathy Amundson-Forsberg
kath_abby@yahoo.com
Aaron Athas
communications@
lakestreetumc.org

Thank you to all who have given over and above your regular giving to
support these necessary repairs. Thank you to the SCRIP and Pancake
Breakfast and Bazaar people who have donated toward this project for the
past few years. And thank you to all those who, on your 2020 Pledge
Cards, added additional gifts for this cause. We are almost there.
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Edna Sahs
esahs@lakestreetumc.org

