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It has been an honor to serve as senior warden this past year.  In my second year on this vestry, I have 

witnessed much individual growth and potential in our vestry and our parish.  We have had a 

challenging year with COVID-19 that suspended in-person services, children’s programming, and 

stopped social gatherings.  We’ve had to go without in our regular routines, celebrations, and 

remembrances.  

We’ve struggled to stay in touch with each other and become more creative in how we commune and 

even how we enter the church and choose where to sit.  Online Happy hour, anyone?  I know that some 

of you may feel out of touch with the church but know that we are still working for you and our 

community. During this time, our guiding principles are to communicate to the best of our ability and 

have patience, grace, humor, and compassion.   

It has been a challenging time, but also one where we had many new developments and adaptations.  

We instituted online services with Zoom and are now live streaming services on YouTube. We’ve 

updated the church’s technology infrastructure and equipment and developed a new website to remain 

connected.  We set out to write cards to parishioners and make phone calls.  We’ve seen a large 

increase in folks seeking food through our Body and Soul ministry and an increase in housing and utility 

needs that we’ve been to address with Metro Cares funds.  We’ve successfully paid our staff throughout 

the year and received a grant from the PPP loan.  We’ve successfully oriented a new parish 

administrator, Elizabeth Hines, who has renewed energy to address our organizational systems and 

updated our church software. We’ve had a successful Pastor Appreciation month and demonstrated 

genuine caring for one another.  As the challenges have come, Advent members have risen to the 

occasion. 

We have some delayed building repairs that we need to prepare for and a never-ending water problem 

at the rectory.  We appreciate the McVey’s family patience in addressing those needs. We also have a 

need for leadership.  We need folks willing to serve on the vestry and serve in our many ministries.  Jeri 

Platt ably leads our stewardship campaign, and I hope you will prayerfully consider making a pledge and 

contributing your talents to maintain our strength as a church body.  Your contributions allow us to plan 

for 2021 and future years ahead.   

We hope and pray that we can all come together in 2021 when safer and COVID-19 is indeed decreasing. 

It will be time for an extended passing of peace when we can all gather and touch again.    I want to 

thank everyone who has helped this year with medical advice, prayer support, and technological 

advances, especially: Katie Freundlich, Carol LaNeve, Anoosh Howser,  Tina Tsui, Hilary Wanger, Nancy 

Allen, Jonathan Williams, Bibi Hines, Mada Johnston,  Barnett and Mary Lynn Williams and especially Fr. 

Brian. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rosemary Hunter Kelley 


