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     Ah, for the good ole’ days of pre-COVID life!  As I was reviewing last year’s Annual Meeting 
reports and notes, I was struck by the difference in my hopes and plans and the events of the 
world.  When we gathered during Advent 2 in 2019, as is our custom, COVID did not draw a 
mention.  I had hoped to begin to lead us in a discussion of Inviting, Welcoming, and Incorporating 
during the next Church year.  Clearly, such was not to be the case.  We had nearly two full months 
of normal activities only to find ourselves in the midst of a pandemic and economic shutdown.  None 
of us had any idea what was on our horizon; yet, both the oral and written reports should remind us 
that we need not worry, that our Lord is always in control and One to keep His promises to His 
people. 
     In the reports, I hope Adventers will see the Wilderness Road lived out in our parish and 
individual lives.  The Wildernesss Road was the bishop’s response to ministry during a 
pandemic.  Drawing upon the events of the early Church in Acts 8, Bishop John reminded us that 
ministry would still happen in a pandemic, just in ways with which we are not as familiar.  During his 
teaching last winter and spring, the bishop reminded members of the diocese that this was not our 
first pandemic and that God had used faithful service in the past to expand His kingdom.  Our life as 
a parish certainly reflects that reality, as our discussions with the bishop during his visit and these 
reports testify. 
     Health.  Given our age and some of the underlying health risks, our parish has remained largely 
unaffected by the pandemic.  In fact, though we are nine months into the spread of COVID, we have 
had few Adventers contract the disease.  Adventers should be thankful for the providence of God 
that saw so many healthcare workers serving on its Vestry at the start of a pandemic.  The Advent 
healthcare workers were quick to share what they were learning during the onset of the pandemic 
and strove to make sure the parish adopted best practices in its worship and ministry life.   
     So far, their leadership and our adoption of their recommendations has meant that the parish has 
remained a safe place for worship and for ministry.  Five Adventers have been diagnosed with the 
disease.  Jean Anne Tarleton was kind enough to share her experience with Adventers early during 
the pandemic, and that helped many of us take it seriously.  Of the deaths we experienced in the 
parish, only one was attributed to COVID, that of Frances’ Ferrar.  In some cases, the mask wearing 
and distancing even helped prevent the spread of the disease within families. 
     Of course, there has been a cost to health.  Many Adventers are more isolated than they would 
wish.  At times, hospitals and care facilities have been very limiting in terms of pastoral care or family 
care.  That means some of us have suffered alone, even as we worried about diagnoses, 
procedures, and recoveries.  Thankfully, most Adventers realized they were never truly alone and 
that the restrictions were meant to keep them safe. 
     Though we have been spared a great deal of COVID related suffering, we have experienced 
some untimely deaths.  In addition to the death of Frances due to COVID, we unexpectedly and 
suddenly lost Ron Taylor and John Stokes.  Both were long time members and leaders within the 
parish, and many of us will feel their loss for some time to come, even as we miss Frances’ cheerful 
smile and encouraging word. 
     Worship.  Last year, I included our Parochial Report in this packet.  Given the weird year in 
which we find ourselves, and the fact that our Church Leadership will not be collecting data for this 
year, the comparison simply are not valuable.  Our reports were, of course, approved by the Vestry 
and filed as canonically required.  There is simply not much to learn about ministry in a pandemic 
from those numbers. 
     One of the first difficult decisions made by the Vestry was to purchase a laptop for the streaming 
of virtual services to subscribe to Zoom.  It was a challenging decision because nobody knew what 
virtual ministry would look like, how it would best be transmitted into homes, nor the producing skills 
of a technologically challenged rector and parish!  Let’s not forget, too, the financial trust.  When the 
decision was made, no-one foresaw the economic support that would benefit Advent 
     Though few of us would have chosen virtual worship over in-person worship way back on Advent 
2, 2019, one of the redemptive aspects of virtual worship has been the attendance of those shut-in 



and those distant from the parish in addition to the ability of faithful Adventers to remain safely 
ensconced in their homes and still join us for worship, for instruction, and for socializing.  After 
ironing out some kinks, virtual worship has simply become the way we worship and instruct and 
socialize now.  Most events as Advent are hybrid, meaning more people can attend than could in 
years past.  Many folks have become adept as using Zoom, and some have gravitated to YouTube 
and even Vimeo, which will become increasingly used in 2021. 
     The Technology Committee continues to evaluate needs to improve virtual worship.  Depending 
on the financial support of Adventers, we may see the addition of cameras, of microphones, and 
other gadgets that will allow those at home to experience worship even better! 
     Our ministry of worship and of pastoral care has continued, after a brief pause, at The 
Fountains.  Not unsurprisingly, attendance has increased substantially thanks to COVID.  Part of that 
growth is due to the constant evangelism of Bobbie Krieger and the other “regulars,” but part of the 
growth is due to our simple willingness to go there, while taking precautions.  May churches have 
stopped visits, and Advent remains one of the few constants in their worship life. 
     In addition to the members of Technology Committee, I want to take a moment and thank those 
who make worship possible each and every service.  Candida’s job coordinating worship leaders 
has been a bit more involved than any of us expected.  The Altar Guild has had to change some of 
the way we interact to help protect all of us.  Chalice Bearers have, for the most part, lost an integral 
part of their ministry, though they have continued to lead intercessions during worship.  Lectors have 
had to adjust to cameras and microphones, and the choir has been forced to take an extended 
sabbath from singing as the Church completes her studies of the effects of singing on the spread of 
COVID.  Thankfully, thanks to the work of Waldemar, Abbey, Christian especially, but the Bell Choir 
and others, music has remained a constant part of our worship, even when we were in the midst of a 
ban from gathering in-person.  Thank you all for your willingness to adjust to whatever obstacle or 
requirement that came your way! 
     Pastoral Care.  Those interested in the rhythm of the year can look back at the Vestry minutes 
and read my submitted monthly reports.  Between the pandemic and the politics of an election year, 
Pastoral Care was off the charts.  Though I lost my time at the gym, people in our community found 
our parish a safe space in the midst of a crazy world.  Some entered the sanctuary to find God in this 
crazy world; others asked me to join them in the courtyard or Columbarium as they sought meaning 
in the events of 2020.  Some were Episcopalians whose parishes remained closed; others had not 
entered a church in decades.  Perhaps surprisingly, several found their way to virtual worship with 
us, and a few have dropped by in-person to see if our denominational flavor is to their liking.  If and 
when things begin to return to normal, I would encourage all Adventers to be welcoming to visitors in 
our midst.  A simple welcome and “glad you are here” or “thank you for joining us” can go a long way 
to reduce the angst of those who do not yet know us. 
     Though perhaps this strikes some as a weird place to discuss technology, technology has 
become an important part of our pastoral care, ministry, and worship.  Earlier this year, the Vestry 
called together a Technology Committee to help the Vestry discern what we need to accomplish our 
work in a pandemic, and how we might use MetroCares needs to benefit the parish.  One of the 
biggest visible signs of their work will be the new website!  The Technology Committee and the 
Website sub-Committee are hoping to move us into the 21st century.  The new website should be far 
more interactive and contain several more offerings for Adventers, including Vimeos of prior 
services.  Going forward, it hoped that a new phone system will be purchased through MetroCares 
funds which will allow us the staff to be contacted through the church number even in a remote-
working, pandemic world and allow the sending of automated calls and texts alerting Adventers to 
significant events such as deaths or special services. 
     Ministry.  It is here, of course, that we see the proof of God accompanying us on the Wilderness 
Road of COVID.  I am hopeful that Adventers will share their experiences of the year in their own 
words, but a few deserve special recognition. 
     The need for Body & Soul has proven itself many times over this last year.  Adventers, through 
their giving, have supported this wonderful ministry, but we need to be conscious of God’s 
faithfulness in this work, too.  In October alone, Body & Should received an estimated 20,000-25,000 



pounds of food for which it did not pay to distribute to the food insecure in our midst!  Seldom does a 
week go by when some supplier or grocery store or other group is not offering us free produce, free 
farm-to-table food boxes, free pallets of milk, lettuce, chicken, beef, or other items we never 
considered.  Hilary and Nancy are quick to accept whatever is offered, and Adventers seem always 
to show up to help lift and move and serve.  Even more amazingly, nothing goes to 
waste!  Whatever is offered is always needed in the community.  Hilary and Nancy are working to 
advance their technological expertise and reach those whom we help more efficiently, but even 
without such advancements, the reach of this ministry has been simply amazing! 
     The work of Body & Soul has dove-tailed nicely with our work with MetroCares.  For those 
Adventers unaware, we have distributed nearly $250,000 to those in our community experiencing 
financial hardship due to COVID.  For our faithful work, the government has paid Advent to distribute 
funds.  While the government’s administrative fees must be used for salaries of those working on 
MetroCares, their supplies, and their technological needs, the Vestry, the Treasurer, Bibi, and I have 
been able to figure out some purchases that will serve both the ministry and the parish.  In this work, 
we have become a counter cultural voice for many in our community.  Their experience of 
Christianity is the caricatures they see on television and in the news.  We have become known, in 
very short order, as a church that is trying to meet the needs of those in our midst, willing to 
advocate for those forgotten and lost on the margins of a pandemic.  The numbers being bantered 
about for next year are, rather, quite intimidating, but that fear is tempered by the possibilities of the 
differences we can make in the lives of those whom we serve!  The impact on Body & Soul is 
already being felt in increased demand, and Adventers should be prepared to give an accounting of 
the reason we do this work for those who can never repay us. 
     The downside to this work is the fact that I, and Advent, will be forced to deal with 
politicians.  Some at Advent expect that discussions and advocacy will focus on the evils of one 
party or the other.  Based on the discussions of the last month, and my experience fighting slavery at 
the local, state, and federal level, members of both parties are dishonoring God by their actions and 
words.  I have already encouraged politicians from both parties to stop identifying themselves 
publicly as Christians, if their behavior is going to continue, as they are dishonoring God and not 
being good stewards of the power, authority, and voice He has given them to steward.  Their 
response has been predictable, and Adventers should expect such confrontations to get worse 
before they improve.  If Adventers have Christian friends in politics and want to make sure we are 
not on opposite sides in the press, make sure they are working as if they believe their authority and 
resources come from God.  There is, in my mind, no excuse for the withholding of approved funds 
while people suffer, funds which we will lose at the end of the calendar year if they are not used, and 
I have very little tolerance for posturing when lives hang in the balance.  I trust it is a righteous 
anger, but am thankful that Bishop John and others will be quick to counsel. 
     Our work with the Armenians began to pay off in a unique way early this Church year.  The Mar 
Thoma Syriac Church approached us about planting a congregation at Advent.  Mar Them traces its 
roots back to the Apostle, Thomas, and worships in the manner he taught them as he journeyed 
along his Wilderness Road in India after our Lord’s Resurrection.  The vestry, the bishop, and I were 
all pleased to learn that this relationship had been forged in the late 1970’s and 1980’s, in part, out of 
the experience of our relationship with the Armenian congregations around the country.  While the 
pandemic put a pause on the development of the ministry, it is the intention of all involved for us to 
move forward when the pandemic has passed.  The Mar Thoma church celebrated its first Eucharist 
at Advent on the Saturday of All Saints’ Day weekend, observing the guidelines put in place by our 
Vestry! 
     Our support of Insight Counseling, 12-Step groups, and a few of our social groups should be 
noted.  Insight’s work has been, as we all might imagine, taxing.  The pandemic has added 
additional anxieties to individuals they serve, and our support of their work has enabled them to help 
hundreds of individuals in our community.   
     The same is true of our 12-Step groups.  The last thing any of us wanted was to contribute to 
relapses.  Once we figured out safe practices, the vestry and I allowed our 12-step groups to resume 
their support meetings.  They take place in the parish hall or the pavilion, to help social 



distancing.  Time and time again, I have been thanked by members for allowing them the support 
they need to fend off their addictions.  None of that would have been possible without the financial 
and prayer support of Adventers. 
      Another forgotten ministry is that of gardening or landscaping.  In Genesis, we learn that God 
intended for us to be gardeners.  We may have forgotten, but the world does not.  Though mowing 
and trimming and planting and the like seem innocuous, dozens, if not hundreds, of visitors have 
thanked us for the beautiful safe space we have created on the grounds.  Your gifts, tithes, and 
offerings have made that possible, as has the financial support of the Mens’ Group.  The result has 
been that people have found our outdoor space a garden spot in the midst of the world’s darkness. 
     By no means have I listed all the corporate ministries at Advent, let alone the individual ministries 
that Adventers do to the glory of God.  The Parish Annual Meeting is a great time for all Adventers to 
share their favorite work and stories of ministry, teaching us all about the faithfulness of God in their 
and our life.  So, consider this note your invitation to share your ministry with all Adventers as we 
gather today! 
     Rectory.  I often include a note about rectory issues in my monthly priest report to the Vestry.  As 
many Adventers know, what was once deferred maintenance is becoming more urgent.  In the 
coming weeks, Adventers will see pictures of the upstairs bathroom.  A plumbing issue caused 
significant mold and water damage, requiring extensive repairs.  The Vestry opted to redo the 
bathroom, since the repairs were going to be so extensive.  The water and mold damage, 
unfortunately, extended into the upstairs hallway and possibly the Master bathroom and a bedroom 
closet.  Thanks to the work of Jonathan Williams and David Lampley, much of that work will be 
covered by insurance.  It will require us to empty the upstairs contents into a storage pod while the 
floors are repaired, sanded, stained, and sealed.  Additionally, the leak found its way down to the 
dining room and will require part of the ceiling be replaced and painted, as well as the crown 
moulding.  That work will happen after the first of the year when church life returns to normal. 
     The basement still has its water issues, which causes us to continue to have to store our boxes 
and bins on the two living space floors.  I am now 6 years into an expected 7-10 calling in which one 
of the jobs given us by the bishop was to call the parish to improve the rectory for the next clergy 
family called to serve here.  Please expect my insistence to increase as we move forward.  I am not 
interested in placing the parish in debt, but some of these issues will become more emergent as we 
move forward simply because of previous deferrals or attempts to “patch things up.”  Given the 
budgets put forward by the Vestry, some Adventers may well wonder how some of these repairs are 
accounted.  I, the Vestry, and the bishop are hopeful that, should the MetroCares work continue 
through 2021, part of the reimbursement from the government for my salary can be used to upgrade 
the living conditions at the rectory, as it remains an important asset for future ministry at 
Advent.  Even that, though, would be a reminder that God provides for ministry needs and does far 
more than we can ever ask or imagine! 
 
     As always, this is just a snapshot covering the highlights and lowlights of the last year.  I submit a 
similar report to the Vestry each month, accounting for the work of the parish.  Adventers are always 
encouraged to read those reports and speak to Vestry members about their own experiences at 
Advent!  In the meantime, Ii there are any questions, simply ask! 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Brian+ 
 


